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Assignment TV|
By TERRENCE OTLAHERTY

Background mii-u li.is -i»Mled 
moir television shows than any 
thing except actors who are re 
lated to the producers. It is ei 
ther too loud, too old, too sour, 
or too distracting In As perfect 
state, it registers only upon the 
emotions, never upon the ear 
drums, and you don't know it's 
there at all.

In the past decade, while the 
public ear has become more 
delicately tuned through im 
provements tn stereo recording 
and hi-fi speakers, television has 
continued to crank out its back 
ground music with a lack of fi 
nesse that would drive an organ 
grinder's monkey over the wall 
and back to the Jungle.

Right from the start the tele 
vision industry inherited the 
Hollywood moviemakers' fear of 
silence. Coupled with this is the 
silly conviction that loud music 
rovers up bad acting. A* the 
performance worsens the musi 
cal volume increases — much as 
an American tourist in an Ital 
ian marketplace tends to shout 
louder when his Italian isn't un 
derstood.

• • •
ONLY THE purist will deny 

the value of subtle "atmos 
pheric" music under certain 
conditions. A few offstage 
vwlinsts sawing away with re 
straint probably never damaged 
a well-acted death scene — pro 
vided the audience liked the guy 
who died and wanted to cry any-

,continually distracting on the re- 
jcent Rachel Carson documents- 
ry. "The Sense of Wonder."
^ musll,a, ^kg™^ o, 

^ ^^ tour of San f^ 
; . .„„,,_.. ,. '«»"» M H ** ^ oun* Mp~ 
i™ ° r ' a 1 Museum may have 
[served (mercifully) to obscure 
Jan amateurish script and the 
kittenish narration of Vincent 
\Pri<*. but it vias gloomy enough 
for U* crypt scene in "Dracula 
Meets the Werewolf of Paris." 
The experimental music heard 
"> fw <* NET'S "Video-space' ' 
project offers little hope for the 
future of the human ear 

to the tiny screen.

u*" y
are onentheonl> skilled person-
nel wnnected with a show and 
they have saved more serious 
television dramas from erosion 
due to audience laughter than 
any other rescue organization in 
existence.

There are. however, some 
noises which pass for music to- 
day that sound like selections 
from your favorite kindergarten 
block band, the burping of " 
thousand infants, or the streams 
of a coloratura soprano sur- 
prised by a cold shower They 
i* ere particular^ evidentand

RIG ID I'MON rules dis 
courage local producers from 
using live musicians. The sala 
ries for an original score per 
formed in a sound studio in most 
cities make .such a luxury out of 
question As a result, local sta- 

' tions and Independent producers 
rely on "music libraries" where 
the recorded selections are list 
ed under hilarious titles such as 
"Russian marching music" or 

! "Sounds of Spring." To find the 
' right sort of tune to match each 
scene can take hours, even days. 

i
' Going Into the music library 

I is ike going on an Easter egg 
hunt." according to an infor- 
mant of mine. "You can find a 
lot of things that 'might do' but 
it takes time to locate the right 
selection — if it's there at all. '

as many as 30 musical 'cuts' at 
from $10 to $20 each. As con 
sequence you work with what 
you can find and hope to God the 
sound engineer won't turn it up, 
too loud."

But he usually DOES. And re 
gardless of what's being played. 
or whether it's live or recorded, 
the real problem with back- 
ground music is that it 
DOESNT STAY IN THE BACK-

It's the foreground music j 
that's giving background music 

' a bad name.

NEED SERVICE?
HERES THE PLACE TO LOOK
  Hi* Thomai Studlw

ACCORDION

121S CBINSHAW 
TORRANCI   FA 14)11

VISIT PAT'S
in th.

CLOBI SHOPPING Cf NTI«
Lomit* *nd W«»Hr n

11417 t. W«.l.rn Av^

L.mlt» DA JI4M

HERWOOD

BUILDING 
SUPPLIES

NEW t USED
SAND-BIOCKS-BRICKS 

lUMBtR-PlYWOOD
CIMENT-GRAVil 

DOORS & WINDOWS 

HARDWARE A PAINTS 

Mon.-Stt. SurwUy
! $ »1

14SOO S. NORMANDII
HARBOR CITY DA 4-JI44

LUZIER
COSMETICS 
835-1115

1736 Lagoon Avt. 

W!lmiit9toii. Calif. 90744

$ Bettie Thomas 
Studio

U1S CKfNSHAW 
FA

FEATHERS
1641 C.brilk

IC.i C<rt«i » COrlll.)

320-0661

WHOLESALE 
& RETAIL

Quality Ft»th»r»
 t Rack Bottom 
Pricti . . .

SUPPLIES

-WHOLSSALt 
L<rM>l in S. Kr A... 
tan* Mwwr. TliM »

MOBIL HOME 
SUPPLIES
HANDYMAN 
HARDWARE
Ownir: Jack Poindotor

If Wt Don't H«v. It, W*

Will  « Hippy to Order II

7)100 S MAIN AT CARSON

PHONI 1344151

CASH SAVINGS ON Q!

WE SELL U.S.D.A1.
PLUS WE GIVE VALU14

7 DAY AD-TMVBft. MMV WID., DiC. 5-11,19M

BLUE:BU)E 
CHIP;CHIP
S1AMPS3SIAMPS :

BLUE^BLUE 
CHIPsCHIP
STAMPS ISTAMPS

BLUE^BLUt
CHIPICHIP
STAMPS ISTAMPS

U.S.D.A.'CHOICE'BEEF (

RIB, TOP ROUND 
FAMILY STEAKS

Ib

TAVERN HAM
PAIIMIK

JOHN
 ONILIlt

WHOLI OR HALF

USOA cHoicr «i»

LONDON BROIL
USD* MOii-f »H> - BONHISS

CHUCK STEAKS
u ^ D* > «o r;r su»

CUBE STEAKS
U.iDA. -CHOirt ut»-*ou(o ceos^ »m

BONELESS ROAST

89 s

Liquor 
Full Quart Liquor Sale!

CLUB 1ILICTID

STRAIGHT 
BOURBON 
WHISKEY

59
100% GRAIN SPIRITS

RASNOPP VODKA
 )HK.INAl fORMULA

FINLIT't GIN

$^693
HOCKINGHAM - BUNOf 0

KENTUCKY 
WHISKEY
IMPORTED-BUNDED

BRIGADOON 
SCOTCH WHISKY

full

quort

full 
quart

t FARM BIST

GRADE'A A'BUTTER
Lib. 79

FRISN KlftT

TOMATO JUICE

WSH KWT

PRUNE JUICE
miHl DlltO INMANT

MAXIM COFFEE

OSCAR MAYIR

ALL MEAT 
WIENERS

ffvll 59
Ot' VIRGINIA

ALL MEAY fun
BOLOGNA poond

BORDEN'S  
BIG'10' 
BISCUITS

HAM I SWISS 
AUSTRIAN AIPS-IMK»IID. SUCIB to*.

SWISS CHUM *>
K.kV^K JOHN - SUCID £,,

COOKID HAM >*

69
lub.i

APPLESAUCE
CM I -IN IICH SAUCt

PORK A BEANS 

MILANI DRESSING 3
HAPWVAll SWtH .,A«[,|S f* £«

GREEN PEAS 8 <- *1 /

^|

COACHIllA VAUIY

LARGE 
GRAPEFRUIT
US NO. 1 PREMIUM-BAKINO

RUSSIT 
POTATOES


