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City 
Still
No. 4

Torrancc hart an rstima:- 
Cd population of 1.13.847 .is 
of .Inly 1 the I-os Angeles 
County Regional Planning 
Commission said this week

The city has gained 1.866 
new residents in the past 
year, the commission esti 
mated in its quarterly re 
port. Torrancc remains the 
fourth largest city in the 
county, behind Glcndale

Glendale recorded a gain 
of 875 dining the year, 
bringing that city's popula 
tion tp 137.481.

TOTAL population of thr 
county was estimated at 
7. It 9.184.

In the first report to in 
clude the new city of Car 
son, the commission said 
that city has 60.732 resi 
dents to rank 18th among 
the county's 77 cities

In a supplemental report, 
the commission said Tor 
rancc now includes 19938 
square miles, the county's 
seventh largest city in area. 
Carson now has 18 square 
miles.

POPULATION estimates 
for adjacent cities are Gar- 
dena. 44.533; Hawthorne. 
49.250: Hrrmosa Reach. IB.- 
228: Iximita. 20.290: Lawn- 
dale. 26.273: Manhattan 
Beach. 36.814; Palos Vcrdes 
Estates. 13.23H; Redondo 
Beach. 58.875; Rolling Hills. 
2.059: and Rolling Hills Ks- 
tat rs. 6.204

Total population of the 
Soutwcst section of the 
county «•»« e.Mimatcd at 
nearly 940.000.

Educators 
To Discuss 
Tax Issue

"The Tax Eh-c'ion" will be 
the subject of discussion at 
Monday's luncheon meeting 
of the Educational Council 
of Torrance.

Gathering at noon in the 
Torranco Receation Center, 
members will hear Dr. .1. H. 
Hull, school superintendent, 
and Dr Frank 1. Mattox. as 
sistant superintendent of 
business, discuss Proposi 
tion 9 and other school-re 
lated measure*.

Providing music for the 
program will be the Tor- 
ranee High School Glee Club.

lOc Nr Copy 48 PAOB

tate Hearing on

f.KT NEW RAIHiF.S . . . llHttalinn Chief Ray I'Ugg <»! Irfl) prc.enU   new 
captain'* badge to Robert \Vnrd, or* of three newly promolrd captains an the 
Torrance Fire Department. Wailing to get Ihcir new badges i.re Rirhard !><   
Armllt and William Kerr. Thr promotion* were announced this week h\ Kirr 
Chipf Robrrt Lucas. Thr three new cap taint wilt command Engine Company 7, 
headquartered at Station I.

Three Firelighters 
Promoted to Captain

Promotion of six members 
of the Torrance Fire Depart 
ment was announced here 
this week by Fire Chief Rob 
ert Lucas.

Three of the men — Rich 
ard UcArmitt. William Kerr. 
and Robert Ward — were 
promoted to captain, while 
the three others — Denny 
Haas. Edward Kennedy, and 
Edward Siminich — were 
promoted to the rank of en 
gineer.

All promotions became ef 
fective last Sunday, Chief 
Lucas said.

Captains DeArmitt. Kerr, 
and Ward will command En 
gine Company 7, headquar 
tered at Kirc Station 1. Haas, 
Kennedy, and Siminich also 
will be assigned to Fire Sta 
tion 1.

Chief Lucas said the six 
promoted fircfighters have 
earned a total of 186 college 
units in fire science. Four 
of the men currently arc en 
rolled in college, seeking 
bachelor of arts degrees in 
fire administration.

"The trend in modern fire

departments in heavily to- the lirefightcr in such areas
ward higher education." the as cryogenics, hazardous
chief said, "because of com- materials, incompatible mat-
plex problems confronting erials. and many others."

Progress Report

Municipal Bus 
Deficit Drops

Operating expenses of the 
Torrancc Transit System 
dropped about $8,000 during 
the quarter ending June 30, 
1968. according to the- latest 
bus progress report pre 
pared by City Manager Ed 
ward J. Ferraro.

The net IMS for the final 
quarter of fiscal 1968 was 
$19,418 compared with a nc>. 
low of $27.542 in the sane 
quarter last year

A boobt in the base faro 
beqinnng May 1, 1968, U 
largely responsible for the 
decrease, although the num 
ber of passengers carried 
during the two quarters

Dies; Rites Set Thursday
Memorial services for Rob 

ert J. Burnett, 35, of Santa 
Monica will be held at 2 p.m. 
tomorrow at the Westwood 
Village Mortuary in West 
Los Aneeles

Mr. Burnett a deputy dis 
trict attorney assiervd to the 
Torr'nce branch office, died 
Sunday of & coronary occlu 
sion w'nile motorcycling in 
the Lancaster art a

i; iin in Bloominglon, III. 
he ••'. as graduated from th«« 
University of Illinois witli a 
law deme in 1962 and was 
admitted to the California 
State Bar in 1363. lie joined 
the district attorney's stall 
later that year.

Mr. Brunctt successfully
pre.sec.ufed .lorrv I,oe O'Brien
for the murder of Tor-ranee

' Police Officer David N. Sei-
KOUEKT I.. HI ItNr.TT 

Klttb Mated

ben O'Brien, convicted of 
lirsi degree murder, is now 
under a death sentence.

A veteran cf the U.S. Air 
Force, Mr. Burnett served 
from 1954 to 1958 on active 
duty He was a member of 
the Crirr.inial Courts Bar An- 
.s'K-iation Other affiliations 
included the Beverly Hills 
Bar Association, the District 
\ttorneys 'Association, and 
the Westsde M;-dkal• U-ga! 
\-snciation.

Mr. Burnett is sitrived In 
his mother, Mrs Zcliua Bell 
of Santa Monica, and three 
brothers. Nelson of Santa 
Monica, Kenn -th of Marina 
del Key, and Darold. on »<•• 
live duty with the Air Force

The family has asked that 
contributions be made to the 
Heart Fund in lieu of 
flowers.

dropped from 155694 in 
1967 to 148.375 in 1968.

• • •
OPERATING expenses 

wore also slightly less during 
the final quarter of 196A. 
which ended June 30.

In the progress report pre 
sented Tuesday night to City 
Countiln.cn. Ferraro also re 
ported that all phases of the 
bus improvement program 
were on schedule except the 
purchase of new equipment, 
which is ahead of schedule

Three new buses ordered 
by the city are due to be de 
livered on or before Dec. 31. 
1968, instead of the original 
target date of March II, 
1U69 The busci, will be air 
conditioned.

» • •
FKKRARO also repotted 

that the revised Torrance- 
l»s Angeles schedule, which 
went into effect Sc-pt 15, has 
disrupted the normal work 
ing schedules of only a few 
people. The city manager'* 
office is working to correct 
the problems, he said.

The new "Shopper's Spec 
ial," instituted Sept 3, has 
been "very slow" in gaining 
acceptance, Ferraro stated 
The line, which makes eight 
round trips per day, has 
been averaging 25 fares 
dailv.

Two-man crews have com 
pleted the painting and 
grooming of all bus stops 
and the street department 
has put blacktop at every 
stop in the city ol Torrance, 
the report continued Signs 
are presently being erect--d 
at these stops• • •

TWO OF the '-ity's buses 
have been repainted in the 
new red - and • white design

(See BUSKS, Page A-.'l)

Building
Activity»
Wanes

lUnldinc activity in Tor 
rancc during the month 
of September w-as markedly 
lower than during the same 
month last year, except in 
the category of single family 
dwellings

Totpl valuation of construc 
tion was listed as $1.635.545 
for the 185 building permits 
i*sued during September In 
1967. the corresponding fig 
ures were $2.097 895 for 228 
permits

However, total valuation 
from January through Sep 
tember this year was tallied 
at $33.689.960 for 2.169 per 
mits, showing an Increase 
over fieures for the same 
time period last year, which 
were $21.924.300 for 2.215 
buildinc permits

EIGHT NEW commercial 
buildings, with a construc 
tion value of $686.380. wore 
started in September lfW7 
Only one new commercial 
milidinc. valued at $26,900. 
was approved this Septem 
ber.

Additions, alterations, and 
repairs to commercial build- 
ngs plummeted from 1403.- 
585 in Sept 1967. to $153.- 
325 in Sept 19A8

One new Industrial build 
ing, valued at $ 123.6V), was 
permitted in September 
1967, while no requests for 
industrial building permit-; 
were voted this September

Additions and repairs to 
Industrial buildings in Tor 
ranee (ami- to $470,770 in 
(See BUILDING, Page A-3i

Demands for 
Nigh I Session 
Turned Down

J. WAI.Kr.R 0\VK\S 
On (onimillee

Gets Post
J. Walker Owens, execu 

tive vice president and gen 
eral manager of the Tor 
rance Area Chamber of 
Commerce, has been named 
to the Management Stan 
dards C o m n-111 e e of the 
American Chamber of Com 
merce F.xecutive.«

The appointment was an 
nounced yesterday In Port 
land. Ore. where the group 
Is holding its 54th annual 
conference

As a member of the com 
mittee, h" will cssist in pre 
senting recommendations for 
improving the standards of 
performance of Chamber of 
Commerce executives.

Owens also is president 
elect of thr California Asso 
ciation of Chamber of Com 
merce Executives He will 
take office Jan. I.

For Apartments

A public hearing on the 
route of the Torrance Free- 
« ay—to be conducted by the 
state Division of Highways— 
is <cheduled to gel under 
way at 10 a m. tomorrow at 
Torrance High School

The hearng is b^ins held 
over the protests of four 
mayors and Assemblyman I. 
K iljtrryi Townsend iD-Tor- 
ranee i. who have demanded 
the hearing be sceduled at 
night.

Townsend and the four 
mayors also have suggested a 
second 'neetmg—tn be held 
in the evening— might be
scheduled. • • •

THE OFFICIAL charged 
that the day hearing was 
scheduled deliberately to 
keep down attendance.

Townscnd has said he will 
testify at tomorrow's session 
and demand that a supple 
mental night hearing be 
held

"If state officials n-funv" 
the assemblyn>an said, "then 
1 will introduce legislation 
a;king the route be excluded 
from the freeway svMem" 
Townsend said this course is 
the only control the legiiln- 
tur" has over • freeway
route. • • •

'RASED on testimony 
heard at tomorrow's session, 
along with written informa 
tion which may be submltt'-d 
during the next 30 days, the 
Division of Highways will 
recommend a route for th" 
freeway to the California 
Highway CommiMuon. Final 
decision on the route is up to 
that body, which may hold 
additional hearings if It so 
desires.

State highway officials 
have denied that the hearing

was set to deliberately hold 
down attendance and have 
refused to reschedule the 
session.

Vent Hall of the Division 
(See FREEWAY. Page A-3)

Trustees 
Won't Pick 
Aiiv Route•>

The Torrance Unified 
School District Board of 
Education will not take I 
position on proposed free- 
wav earmarked for the city.

The board H.IS provided 
with a lengthy freeway ori 
entation at Monday night'* 
dlstrct meeting An aerial 
photograph depicted the 
proximilv between the free- 
vay mules atid the school* 
affected.

The "red route." favored 
by the Torrance City Coun 
cil, appears to cut in'o the 
Levy School site. Board 
President Dr. Owen Griffith 
Mid

None of the high schools 
are In much danger of the 
freeway routes, although 
noise problems and detours 
would be factor, during con 
struction, it was pointed out.

Mrs Polly Watts, a board 
member, urged that the) 
school district not take ac 
tion. She said no matter 
what route Is chosen It win 
affect the school district.

Board member Bert Lynn 
said he felt an endorsement 
of a fre"way route mijfht 
alienate the voters and have 
an influence on :he district's 
Proposition T on the Nov. S 
ballot.

Detailed recommendations 
for improving the quality 
and livability of apartment 
houses constructed in Tor 
rancc were approved in prin 
ciple by the City Council 
Tuesday night, following re 
cent approval of the recom 
mendations by the Planning 
Commission

The measures will be sub 
mitted to the council in ordi 
nance form for its approval 
at a forthcoming meeting

Councilman Orin Johnson 
commented that it is essen 
tial that the remaining prop 
erty in Torrance be de 
veloped along high stand 
ards

BRIKKLY, the Planning 
Commission recommended 
that no apartment house or 
dwelling shall occupy a s'te 
which provides less than 
1,000 square feet of land 
area per dwelling unit

Other requirements arc 
o Where 50 per cent or 

more of the fact- of a build 
ing is set back more (ban 
the required distance, the 
remainder tnav project into 
the required front yard to 
within 10 feet of the prop 
erty line; 

O A minimum ol lid per

cent of the total front yard 
space shall be permanently 
maintained in landscaping 
and provided with a sprink 
ler system;

o Minimum usable open 
space shall be provided 
equivalent to 300 square 
feet per dwelling unit:
o For all developments con 

taining more than 10 units, 
there shall be provided one 
additional space for each 10 
units or portion thereof to 
be reserved and clearly 
identified as visitor parking;
o Tandem parking may sat 

isfy the off-street parkin:; 
requirements when a mini 
mum of two spaces per 
dwelling unit are provided:

o At least 50 per cent ol 
the required parking spaces 
shall be located within g-T- 
ages; and

o All parking areas shall 
be provided with 'adequate 
illumination for the protec 
tion and safety of tenants

The recommendations al"i 
covered points about unit 
si/.e, refuse and stow 
areas, enclosure of mechani 
cal equipment, and fire 
•protection

IN OTHER ACTION, conn
cilmen voted to file a rhaiu'e

(See COl \('IL Paue A 21

Council Cancels Meeting- --
Next Tuesday's regular meeting of Iht Tor- 

nnre City Coum-il has been cancelled. A majority 
of Ihc rouneilinrii will be Mldnlini; session* of 
the League of t'Nliforiiiu Cilieo. The nt-xl regular 
meeting is scheduled fur Tuesday, Oil. 2:.', at 
H p.m.

Narcotics Raid Nets Seven - - -
Seven perso-in uere Nrresleil ulinul 10:1.1 

pin. Munduy ulifll slate nurrollis olfircrs mid 
llermusM HI-HI li pulice raided   home at 72M 
Avenue (' in I be Clifton Heights »rru lielween 
Tnrruiuv xnrt Kedondo llem-h. Four of I In- so*. 
pet-In «ere churned willi possession of heroin. 
They were: l.awrenrr John I'euk, 11, l,a\sreme 
Frnnklin Bm/il. 17,. iilld Poniia Hae liratil, .%!, 
nil of 7-H Avenue C'; mid Kleanor Louise Mar 
line/, .'II, o| IM'i \\enuv C. Arrested on >ni*> 
(Ifiiieauoi charge* of visiting M place uhcre 
nariiilles M.IS lieing used are Holiliy l)«le Meek 
er, :IO, of -UK) Palos Verdes Hlvd ; James David 
Sunipler, .'It, of I WO Sprccklfo Lane, Kedoild* 
H-a.h; and Paul George Delia, i'«, of 42»x Tor* 
rame Hlvd.

Tax Measure Is Topic • - -
Members of the Torrance Hoard of Educa 

tion will discus-, Proposition T, a bullol measure 
which seeks continuation of the school district'* 
presenl INI-cenl override lux, at Iwo open bouse 
events tonight Dr. Owen Griffith, president *'f 
the board, "ill discuss the measure Ml South 
High School at 1 :Vl |i.m. Hoard members Hur- 
lon Hfl/er xnd llerl l.»m> will make brief pre 
sentations »l Torntncc High School, licgim.ing 
Ml 7 p.in Hold sehools iire holding open house 
evenU this evening.


