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Present Gun Controls

Chief Says Laws 
Are 'Mish-Mash'
(Editor's unto: In II* 

continuing series on Run 
IHW enforcement, the 
Press - Herald toda> pre 
sents Ihr views of Chief 
of Policr Walter R. 
Koenig. The scries, pre- 
pirrd after some police 
officlils complained that 
eurrent laws are not be 
ing adequately upheld by 
the courts, will conclude 
Sunday by presenting the

views of Munelpal C'ourl 
Judge George R. Perko- 
vich Jr.)

MICHAEL Ml RPHV 
( nine to Italy

Murphy 
To Travel 
To Italy

Michael J. *Murphy. a 
graduate of Narbonne Illch 
School, who is now attend 
ing California State Col 
Icge at l,ong Reach, ha* 
been selected to attend the 
University of Florence, 
Itay. during the 1968-69 
year.

Murphy Is one of three ('at 
State Long Beach students 
selected for the Internation 
al program. Dr Thomas 
Lantos is director of the 
program for the California 
State Colleges.

He Is the son of Tom J. 
Tower of 1720 W 241st St.. 
Lomita.

*   *

Ml'RPHY WILL partici 
pate in an orientation ses 
sion in San Francsico prior 
to leaving for Germany and 
Rome He will study art and 
language while attending the 

(See EUROPE, Page A3)

By NATALIE HALL
Prt»l-Htr»ld SUff Writtr

Torrance Police Chief Wal- 
ter R. Koenig has termed 
current gun laws as "mish 
mash" of helter-skelter leg 
islation

Although Koenig said he 
believes some changes in 
gun laws arc necessary ami 
overdue, he feels it would 
only add to the confusion to 
tack a slew of new laws 
onto the books at this time

"The public is inclined to 
think there is a simple 
answer to the problem of 
guns, but there just Isn't." 
the chief related

»    

KOENIG said he'll reserve 
judgment on specific 
changes until in-depth 
studies of the gun problem 
have been completed He is 
a member of two statewide 
police organizations which 
arc currently miking lust 
such studies Results of the 
study will not be completed 
for at least six mon'hs. 
Koenig said

Simply making gun laws 
"stricter" would offer no 
solution, he believes. Koenig 
compared firearms law*, 
with narcotics legislation.

which has sometimes been 
so impractical that juries 
wouldn't convict and judges 
w o u I d n't pass sentence. 
Meaningful Run laws must 
be enforceable, too. he said.

KOENIG noted that man 
datory gun registration 
would also be meaningless 
without a comprehensive 
program of keeping it up to 
date Registration, he said, 
might turn out to be noth 
ing but a "flock of numbers 
in a file."

"What would we do with 
the file* Where would the 
program go from there"1 " he 
asked.

The chief said there is 
general agreement amon.' 
law enforcement officer- 
the present gun laws should 
be properly "implemented" 
which he said includes 
enforcement. However, he 
clarified his position by 
staling. "There is so much 
misinformation about guns. 
I can't blame any DA. city 
attorney, or city prosecutor 
for having an attitude dif 
ferent from mine."

Koenig agreed 'hat there 
should be mandatory prison 
sentences for serious gun 
crimes, but this. too. re 
mains to be studied in 
depth f«r more specific rec 
ommendations, he said.

Board Declines Action 
On Freeway Alternates

Judge to Assume 
I) u lies Sept. 16

Redondo Beach 
Urges Adoption 
Of 'Red Route'

Newly appointed Munici 
pal Court Judge Thomas I' 
Foyc is expected to assume 
his new duties in the South 
Bay Judicial District about 
Sept. 16. it was learned yes 
terday.

Judge Foye was named to 
the bench Friday by Gov 
Ronald Reagan The new 
judge succeeds Judge Don 
ald Armstrong, who retired 
Aug 16 after II years on 
the South Bay Municipal 
Court.

The 50-yeat-old Republi 
can attorney is a resident of 
Manhattan Beach and has 
been In private practice 
since 1951. He did serve 
three years on the legal 
staff of the Garret! Corp

A former mayor and 
councilman in Manhattan 
Beach, he served as a judge

pro tern in 198.1. Most re 
cently. Foye has served as 
an attorney for the Redevel 
opment Agency of Redondo 
Beach

A graduate of Loyola 
High School In Los Angeles. 
Judge Fovt- served in the 
Navy in World War 11. lie 
earned his law degree at 
Ixiyola University of Los 
Angeles after graduating 
from Notrc Dame Univer 
sity

He has represented the 
city of Manhattan Beach on 
the Inter-City Highway 
Committee.

Judge Foye is married 
and the father of five chil 
dren.

His salary as a municipal 
court judge will be $23.000 
a year.

TO HOST COUNCIL ... Torrance counrllmen »nd other city offlrials will he 
guests of the Torrance League of Women Voters Thursday, Sept. Hi. for the 
League's annual "Mert Your Councilman" Luncheon. The «venl is scheduled 
for 11:10 a.m.  ! the Latitude 20. :|1NM W. Pacific Coast llwy. Mrs. Perry Baker 
(at rishl) is chairman of the event, which will include M pmiel discussion nn 
"Torrance in the 70s." Mrs. Bakt-r is pit lured heie disriissinE plans for the limrh- 
con wild Mrs. Lowed O'Brirn (left) rind Mr-. Don VanmirsdRll, member-, of the 
committee planning the event. Rcseivnlion* are available from Mrs. Stanley B. 
Jackson. (Press-Herald Photo)

Cily Eyes Plan lo Have 
Counly Develop Facility

City count-Union are furg- 
ing ahead with plans for the 
proposed 52-acre Columbia 
Park in North Torrance   
and considering the possi 
bility of requesting county 
funds for the park's develop 
inent and maintenance

The scvtn lawmaker- 
voted 5-2 Tuesday night ID

Trustees to Oppose
Tax Limit Proposal

The Torrance Board of
Education has voted to op
poee the Watson Amendment
scheduled to come to voters
in the Nov. 5 election.

At their regularly sched
tiled meeting Monday night.
the trustees termed the bill
"negative legislation" and
warned that its passage
could only cripple the school
district by forcing schools
to find other sources of
revenue to take up slack
created by a property tax
ceiling.

Hoard member Kill Ilan
son said, "1 have never seen
taxes lowered by removing

1 local control; on the con

trary, every lime local con
trols are lo&t, taxes go up "

He further stated that a
federal control of property 
taxes would put it out of
the reach of any local opin
ion "If the county is hard
to reach," he added, "and
the state is even more dif
ficult, the federal govern
ment will be impossible "

Bert l.ynn said the pro
posal "looks great" on paper
  putting a limit on the
amount of property tax that
can be levied   but asked,
"Where will the funds come
from to offset the cut in
property taxes'' Income and
sales taxes will necessarily
increase to fill the gap "

Mrs Polly Watts, presid
ing at the meeting in the
absence of Dr Owen Grif
fith, said she feared the
increase in sales tax and
income tax due to the prop
erty tax ceiling will penal
izu the people who are the
least able to pay."

Burton E. Belzer, .the new
est member of the board,
said he felt the piece of
legislation had a negative
attitude and could see no
validity in its promise of
limiting taxes overall

The motion was approved
by a 4-0 vote. The measure
will be Proposition 9 on the
Nov. 5 balk)!.

initiate a contract with the 
state 01 California to accept 
$197.000 in state park funds 
to help defray purchase cost* 
of the Columbia Park land

Councilman William J. 
Ucrkwitz voted agnin-t tin- 
measure on the grounds thai 
it would lead to the furthci 
acceptance of federal funds 
am1 would force the city to 
join the Southern California 
Association of Governments 
iSCAUi

ANOTHER dissentci was ' 
Councilman Orin P Johnson, 
who said he saw no i canon 
to sign the contract when 
the city doesn't know for 
sure which direction it's 
heading on the park issue 
and the grant iimne* will 
still be available for -< nit 
time to come.

Under terms of the 
Cameron Unruh Bond Act of 
1964. the money will i evert 
to the state if the city of 
Torrance fails to use it bv 
1971 The funds must be 
used for a regional park 01 
50 acres or more.

Mayor Albert Isen, origin 
ally op|H>sed to the idea o. 
the mammoth park on tin- 
grounds that it war too ex 
pensive, suggested that tin- 
county be asked to bear the 
cost of developing the re 
gional -He (sen reasoned 
that many peisons from 
n e i g h b o i ing communities

would take advantage 
park facilities.

THE M A V to It also com- 
merited that the idea of 
smaller parks scattered 
throughout the city should 
not be abandoned as a result 
of the Columbia Park proj 
ect.

Councilman Jay Reasley
agreed that the city could

(Sec PARK, 1'iigc VM)

Svriv*

Torrance school trustees 
declined to endorse a spe 
cific route for the proposed 
Torrance Freeway Monday 
evening, but indicated they 
would keep a close watch to 
protect the interests of Tor 
rance during the adoption 
of a route

While trustees were dis 
cussing the proposed free 
way. Rcdnndo Beach conn- 
cilmcn endorsed a route 
which they described as the 
least offensive" to that city. 
The Redondo Beach coun- 
' called on the state to 
:»pt a route which runs 
 nth from the San Diego 

! leeway from the area <>f 
Uosecrans Avenue, paral 
'"'ing Inglcwood and Anza 
\\enuc lo a point south of 
.trific Coast Highway. The 

route then turns east alone 
the foothills of the Palos 
Verde-. Peninsula 

     
THE ROITE is coded red. 

In own, and yellow by the 
'late

Torrance Board of Educa 
lion members declined to 
endorse a specific route 
after Mrs Kenneth Watts, 
vice president of the board, 
pointed out that all proposed 
routes would affect the Tor 
ranee school system

Mrs Watts, presiding in 
the absence of Dr. Owen 
Griffith, said she also had 
serious doubts "that our en 
dorsement of one particular 
route will have much effect 
on the outcome by the High 
way Commission "

PRINCIPAL c o n cern 
voiced by Dr. J H Hull, 
superintendent of schools. 

'' was about noise factors.
Or Hull said he was con 

cerned because in one 
school he had visited near 
Alhamhra, it was impossible 
lo conduct normal -.-lasses - 
although the school was 
soundproofed   - because of

of noise from the adjacent 
San Bernardino Freeway.

The superintendent also 
said it w-as generally agreed 
that the 'blue route" the 
westernmost of the proposed 
alternatives   was in the 
best interests of Torrance. 
That route would run near 
Hillside. Newton, and Tow- 
ers elementary schools and 
west of West High School, 
he noted.

     
DR. Ill I.I. said school offi 

cials would meet with <-1at« 
highway representative! 
 See FREEWAY. Page A-3»

Police 
Arrest 
Suspect

Police have apprehended 
a Torrance youth suspected 
of driving a "get-away" car 
in an attempted burglary.

Arrested .it 1015 pm. 
Monday was in.year old 
Robert M. Olson. 5108 Dee- 
lane St.

llomcowner David R. 
Kennard. 25. of 4903 Arvada 
St.. told police he heard a 
noise In his garage about 10 
p in. and found two men In- 
side the structure

When the suspects taw 
Kennard. they fled, one 
jumping into the get-away 
car and the other running 
away A neighbor followed 
the car and forced it to stop 
a short distan-.-e from the 
home.

An off-duty Torrance po 
liceman who lives across 
the street from where the 
cais stopped helped appre 
hend Olson.

f 'flflMIMlf Ml**
in its continuing series 

of profiles of men and 
women in Torrance, tin- 
Press - Herald today fea 
tures a 17 -year -old Tor- 
ranee High School grad 
uate who hub achieved 
fame in the academic 
world

Miss Susan Bundy is tin- 
subject of today's profile 
She is the daughter of Mr 
and -Mrs Reid L. Rundy 
Bundy is co-publisher and 
editor of the Press Uriah

With the cooperation of 
a modest Miss Bundy. tin 
news staff has managtd- 
we hope  to keep today's 
feature a M-cri't from 
father. The profit c of 
Su->an may be found 
Page U-l toda>.

Council Sets City Tax Rale---
Torrnnce roiim ilmen (itrinully set Ihr I'M.H- 

li'l <il> IHX ralr at XI.I.'M per XHMI assessed valu 
ation IMS! night. The rale is the same us that col- 
Icrlrd for Hie IINI7-4W fiscal year and will raise 
SI,IMHI,:HM1 in properly lax revenues for the lily. 
The eily budget, adopted Aug. I 1.', rails for ex 
penditures totaling HI.YH million

Graduation Ceremony Set - - -
The first group of students In complete 

training program* at the Southern California 
Itcuionul Ortupalional Center will lie honored 
Friday during ceremonies scheduled to begin ,it 
( :;lll a.m. Dr. Wayiu- Hullrrltuugh, superinten 
dent of the lenler, will present certificates to 
nearly -'100 students Ceremonies will hr hi-lil at 
the Torrance Family YMCA. Iterl I.\nn, Tur- 
ranee representative and president uf the cen 
ter's Hotircl of (Governors, also will speak at the 
ceremonies.

Jail Kncapee Captured---
Twenty->e»r-uld William Kunene Keuard, 

who walked awity from the Los Angele* central 
jail for men nn Julv :«», »vas ruptured in LoimU 
Tuesdav nilihl at the lionir of his mother at 2«i<l 
\\i--i -ISlii St. Oepulies from I.ennox Sherilf'f 
station a.signefl lo I.omila went to the home on 
strength of a lip and were inviled to seared the 
house l»> Se>\i.rd's mother. He was lound and ar 
rested without Incident, llcputifk reported.


