Tie Vote Defeats Expense Account Hike
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START CONCTRUCTION . . . Groundbreaking ceremonies for the new 'I'ornnto
Memorial Hospital were held here yesterday nﬂmn-, marking the unl of
construction of for the

of the 88 million,

250-bed facility. P
(from the top) Frank M. Cooper, anlnl‘mhr d tho hospital; Richard l.lli-

vant, M.D,, former chiefl of staff and a
ken, M.D., chhl of staff; and Mrs. Boris Woolley, p

ol b

d; Jack Brok-

n)

t of the hospital board.

The new hospital is Illo result of a merger between Torrance Memorial and Ri-
viera Community hospitals,

(Press-Herald Photo)

Torrance Hospital

Building Under Way

The first scoop of earth
was turned yesterday mark-
ing the beginning of con-
struction of the new $8 mil-
lion Torrance Memorial Hos-
pital at 3330 Lomita Blvd.

Presenting the opening
remarks at the ceremonies
was Torrance Mayor Albert
Isen, who recalled the very
first Torrance Memorial Hos-

ital built in 1924, where his
ather had served on the
original board of directors

“That hospital,” said the

mayor, “was a 32-bed facil-
ity that cost $100,000 to
built and contained $30,000
in equipment.”

- .

ISEN PREDICTED the
coremonies would mark the
beginning of a “glorious fu-
ture” for the new hospital.
He said it was the result of
hard work in pushing the
idea through.

The City Council, Isen
said, had quite a hassle de-
ciding where to place the

Rehearsals Under Way

For Summer Musical

Rehearsals are now under-
way for the Torrance Recre-
ation Department’s summer
musical, “Fiorello,” with
performances sheduled for
Friday, Saturday, and Sun-
day, July 26, 27, and 28,

Guns, TV
Taken by

Burglars

Burglars pried open win-
dows in two North Torrance
homes and escaped with
goods valued at more than
$1,500 in two incidents re-
ported to police Tuesday.

Wilsey Mitchell Jr., 24, of
17103 Atkinson Ave., said a
color television set worth
$840 was taken from his

home.

Michael Gallagher, 28, of
19514 Anza Ave, reported
the theft of two rifles, two
handguns, a gold ring, and
$15 in cash, He said the
total value of all items was
$605.

Based on the political ca-
reer of Fiorello Henry La
Guardia, the musical en-
deavors to portray the late
mayor of New York as he
really was — a peppery and
ambitious, yet honest politi-
clan,

Taking the part of Fior-
ello La Guardia is Richard
Harris, while Vivian Alvarez
p:ayn the mayor's wife, Ma-
rie,

Others in the cast include
Judy Imes as Thea, Ron
Marzilli as Morris, Dan
Carlson as Niel, Bill Mooney-
ham as Ben, Debbie Scott as
Dora, Phil Sarazen as
Floyd, Debbie Timko as
Mitze, and Bill Morgan as
the Senator,

“Fiorello” is under the
general direction of Chuck
Slater, with Donnelly Fenn
as the musical director, Kay
Turney as the dance direc-
tor, and Ron Large as the
orchestra director,

Tickets may be purchased
at the Joslyn Center, 3335
Torrance Blvd,, or from
participants in the n.usical.

facility, but felt confident
that this was the ideal spot
The council zoned the land
for hospital use but condi-
tioned the zoning on actual
commencement of construc-
tion

The initial building permit
was issued for $5.5 million
for construction of seven
floors. The construction con-
tract awarded to Kemp
Brothers of Whittier on a
low bid of $6.4 million calls
for construction of an addi-
tional two floors as shells

- - .

THE HOSPITAL is a re-
sult of the merger between
Torrance Memorial and Riv-
iera Community hospitals.

The main address was giv-
en by Samuel Stewart, exec-
utive editor of the South
Bay Daily Breeze and mem-
ber of both hospital boards,
who had a major role in the
events that led to the de-
cision to build the enlarged
facility.

Funds for the hospital

will come from a $3.2 mil-

lion federal grant, donations
from private citizens, loans,
and fund-raising activities.

Attending the ground-
breaking ceremonies were
Mayor Isen, Councilmen Ken
Miller, Bud Johnson and Bill
Uerkwitz, city treasurer
Tom Rupert, hospital bene-
factor and industrialist Leo
M. Harvey, hospital direc-
tors, staff officials, doctors,
nurses, and numerous area
residents,

At the conclusion of the
program, Jack Bwokken,
M.D., chief of staff at Tor-
rance Memorial Hospital,
and Don Kemp, president of
the Kemp Brothers Con-
struction Co, gave the go-
ahead to the bulldozer that
began the two-year construc.
tion project,

Court Actlon Started

Mayor
Raises
Issue

By NATALIE HALL
Press-Herald Statf Writer
Mayor Albert Isen says he
can't make ends meet with
the $175 expense account
allotted him by the city each
month, in addition to his
$100 salary as mayor

At Tuesday's regular City |

Council meeting, the mayor
asked councilmen to raise
the celling on his expense
account to $250.

But a motion to raise coun-
cilmen’s expenses from $125
to $150 and the mayor's ex-
pense ceiling to $250 failed
to pass. Voting against the
raise were Councilmen Ken
Miller, William J. Uerkwitz,
and Donald E. Wilson, (Coun.
cilman Jay Beasley, who has
been ill, left the meeting be-
for the issue etm: up.)

K -

MAYOR ISEN asked that
the question of his expense
raise be considered by itself,
but the lawmakers decided
to hold the issue until next
week when Beasley will be
present.

Councilman Miller said
that the current $125 ceiling
on councilmen's expenses
was adequate for him. He
objected to any increase be-
cause Torrance voters had
expressed themselves so
vocally at the polls in April,
nquuhlng a measure to raise
councilmen’s salaries

Miller said an expense
boost would just stir up the
issue and subject the council
to criticism.

. . .

IN FURTHER action, coun-
cilmen voted to revise their
policy concerning adminis-
trative leave practices.

Councilmen voted 4.3 to
abolish the current practice
of placing a three-day max-
imum on the number of
days per month a depart-
ment head may be absent in
compensation for overtime
work.

Instead, they instituted a
new policy based on the dis-
cretion of the council and
the city manager. The coun-
cil, they decided, w o u 1 d
cons'der time off for City
Manager Edward J. Ferraro,
and Ferraro, in turn, would
consider his discretion in

(See EXPENSES, Page A-2)

COMING HOME . . . Sharon Kay Terrill, newly
ecrowned Miss California, is expected to arrive here
sometime Thursday in her first visit to Torrance
since winning the state’s beauty crown, Miss Ter-
rill will he honored Saturday evening at a dinner
sponsored by the Torrance Jaycees and the Tor-
rance Area Chamber of Commerce, During the eve-
ning, she will erown Darcy Barcroft “Miss Tor-
rance.” Miss Barcroft was a r p in the pa-
geant which started Sharon on the way to the “Miss
California™ title,

(Press-Herald Photo by Hal Fisher)

ARRIVES TOMORROW

Miss California

To Be Honored

erica Pageant in Atlantic
City, N.J,, in September.

Members of the Torrance
Jaycees and the Torrance

Condemnation
Action Slated
For 35 Lots

Nearly 15 per cent of the
parcels located within the
city's Meadow Park Redevel-
opment Project must be ob-
tained through court action

City Councilmen, sitting
as members of the Redevel-
opment Agency, voted 6-1
Tuesday night to institute
eminent domain proceedings
against owners of 35 lots lo-
cated on the 56-acre site just
west of Torrance Municipal
Airport.

Sole dissenting vote was
cast by Councilman William
J. Uerkwitz, an avowed op-
ponent of urban renewal

THE COUNCIL'S condem-
nation action came after
Lawrence Irwin, RDA execu-
tive director, stated that no
more parcels could be ac-
quired through negotiation
proceedings at the present
time. RDA will continue to
hold negotiations open, how-
ever, in case any of the own-
ers change their minds,
Irwin said

The RDA executive direc-
tor reported that two of the
remaining cases involved
owners with lease problems,
one with a probate, one with
oil problems and one whom
the agency has been unable
to relocate. The other 17
owners have balked at the
price offered by RDA, Irwin
stated

Under terms of condemna-
tion proceedings, the courts
will determine the fair mar-
ket value of the land.

. . .

CITY MANAGER Edward
J. Ferraro told councilmen
the condemnation action
would “materially aid our ef-
forts" to reopen negotia-
tions. Traditionally, redevel-
opment agencies offer more
for land than courts think it
is wonh
| Orin Ji
objecud to what he termed
" tactics in forcing

¥

Area Chamber of Commerce  Events are scheduled to

will honor Sharon Kay Ter-
rill, newly crowned Miss
California, Saturday at an
invitational banquet

Miss Terrill is expected to
arrive here sometime tomor-
row fo: her first visit since
she won the coveted beauty
title in Santa Cruz. It will
be her only official visit to
Torrance until the Miss Am-
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Police Pursue
Parrot Pilferer

Somewhere in this vast
metropolis there lurks a
thief with a heart black
enough to kidnap a 40-year-
old parrot from a Torrance
couple, Mr. and Mrs. Frank
Cook, aged 82 and 79, who
have lived at 1743 Arlington
since 1923.

Last Wednesday between
3 and 5 pm. the thief
climbed the Cook’s backyard
fence and took the bird-—
cage and all. Although the

M B R ok

Torrance police were alerted
to the parrot-pilfering, even
their crack, parrot-napping
team could find few clues
as to the whereabouts of the
multi-colored cracker-
muncher,

At 40 years of age, the
bird’s no spring parrot, It
had become a permanent
fixture in the Cook home

The parrot answers to the
name of “Polly.” That
should narrow it down

begin with a social hour at
7 p.m. Saturday at the Lati.
tude 20 Restaurant.

During the evening, Miss
Terrill will crown her suc-
cessor as Miss Torrance

Darcy Barcroft, a 19.year
old El Camino College coed
who was one of the two run-
ners-up in the 1968 Miss
Torrance Pageant,

A press conference has
tentatively been scheduled
for 11 am, tomorrow and
Miss Terrill will make an
apeparance on the television
show “Good Day LA" Fri-
day morning,

Mayor Albert Isen, in a
proclamation issued last
night, hag called on citizens
to observe July as “Miss
California Month in Tor-
rance.”

TV Missing

Burglars forced a window
at the home of Sam Gentile,
21602 Evalyn Ave., Monday
night and stole 81,150 worth
of appliances and cash, Miss
ing were a color TV, a color
camera and flash equipment
and auto stereo tapes

project land owners to nego-
tiate with the city. However,
Councilmen Ross Sciarrotta,

Ken Miller, and Jay Beasley
insisted that the proceedings
were merely “due process of
law"” and not pressure tac-
tics

Since last October, the Re-
development Agency has
been engaged in purchasing
pmjecl land and relocating

idents and busi At

(See RENEWAL, Page A-2)

Delay Vote
On Salary
Increases

Action on salary increases
for the dtylwpechdonu-
ecutives was postponed last
night when Torrance council-
men decided to include the
city treasurer and city clerk
in the hike and called for
more figures.

City Manager Edward J.
Ferraro had recommended
that a 5 per cent hike—equal
to increase voted for civil
service employes last month
~—bhe approved.

In addition, Ferraro had
asked that an added 5 per
cent hike for City Attorney
Stanley Remelmeyer be ap-
proved, along with an addi-
tional 3 per cent for two
administrative assistants in
Ferraro's office.

FERRARO made no ree-
ommendation for adjustment
of his own salary, but he
objected tc a proposal by
Councilman Orin Johnson
that would have closed the
gap between his own salary
and that paid to Jerome I
Scharfman, the assistant city
manager

Johnson, noting that
Scharfman’s salary is lower
than that paid to Walter M.
Nollac, director of public
works and a civil service

(See SALARIES, Page A-2)

Teenagers’ Deaths Probed - - -

An investigation into the eircumstances sur-
rounding the deaths of twe area leenagers is
under way this week, Kern County coroner's of+
ficials have announced. The bodies of Linda M.
Harrison, 18, of 234 Via Linda Vista, and Danny
Roznoski, also 18, of 2514 Alvord Lane, Redon-
do Beach, were found last Friday by a fishers
man, The two teenagers had been on a camping
trip in Kern County,

Street Extension Voted - - -

Torrance councilmen moved closer to ex-
tending Madrona Avenue north from its present
terminus at Del Amo Bouhvnd lo 100th Street
lust night by initiati ti: suit
against Mohil Oil Corp, Louncllmon. acting on a
recommendation by City Attorney Stanley Rem-
elmeyer, ordered a suit filed to obtain a 100-foot
right-of-way through the refinery property. Rem-
elmeyer said the action was necessary because
Mobil 0il Corp, has refused to negotiate with the
city for the purchase of the right-of-way,

Torrance Serviceman Dies - - -

A 20.year-old Torrance serviceman was
listed Monday as killed in Vietnam. He was
identified as Thomas Williams, 3428 W, 186th
St. No details were given about his death. Also
reported killed in the war zone was Gary D. Hol.
ton, son of Mrs, Mary L. Holton of 13812 8. Bey-
“ndo St., Gardena,



