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Mr. King's Retirement
The announcement in Washington last week that 

Congressman Cecil R. King was retiring at the end of 
his current term heralds the end of a political career 
that had its beginning in the depression days of the 30* 
and reached a peak two years ago with the signing of 
the King-sponsored bill putting Medicare into operation 
in the country.

Congressman King has a tremendous number of 
friends throughout the Southwest area who will miss 
his helpful offices in the nation's capital.

His retirement, we are told, is catching political 
leaders in both parties with their candidates down. 
True, Torrance Councilman Ross A. Sciarrotta has an 
nounced his intention to seek the Republican nomina 
tion, but Republican officialdom hasn't made any pub 
lic comment on his decision at least not within our 
hearing.

The Democrats look like a sure bft to go with 
former Lt Gov. Glenn Anderson.

In all events, we wish Congressman and Mrs. King 
happiness in their retirement. After more than 30 years 
in the political arena, they have earned a chance at 
quietude.

Some Unneeded Heroism
It took two hours of back-breaking work, expen 

sive machinery, and lots of nerve to free 4-year-old 
Carlos Garnica from a potential death trap near his 
home last Thursday in Harbor City.

Efforts of Los Angeles city firemen and others in 
freeing little Carlos from a nine-foot hole in the turf 
at the Normont Terrance housing project deserve the 
commendation of all of us.

We can't escape the feeling, however, that it 
should never have happened.

It stirs memories of another such incident involv 
ing a Kathy Fiscus, and the subsequent "Kathy Fiscus 
Law" which required the closing of all such holes, 
wells, and other excavations which could prove death 
traps for our youngsters.

What precautions were taken in this case we are 
not sure; our reporter was told that two bags of bricks 
was guarding the hole

Whatever it was, the safeguard proved inadequate. 
Little Carlos should have been able to follow his 
mother across the common green of the housing proj 
ect without being subjected to the hazard of tumbling 
into a deep hole.

We laud those who rescued him, but it shouldn't 
have been necessary.
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Rumford Housing Act End * 
Sought in Assembly Bill

By HENRY C. MacARTHUR practices commission, which bill, which calls for clvfl
capitoi N«V» xrviu administers the Rumford court action in cues of dls-

Act, has the authority to crimination, coercion

HERB CAEN SAYS:

Walt Disney Stamp Gets 
6Too Commercial9 Veto

Opinions of Others
In the past few years there has been a tremendous 

growth in so-called consumer piotection legislation. 
Intended to "protect the public," there is also a great 
danger that this is intended to strip business of all 
freedom to act, and to impose unreasonable require 
ments on business. . . . Perhaps it is well to remember 
that in order to set up a completely socialized system 
of government it is first necessary to regulate business 
to the point where it cannot make a profit, and then 
use that as an excuse for the government to take over 
industry. We must be careful that government does not 
accomplish this by a back-door method of setting up 
unreasonable regulations against business with such 
bureaus as a Consumer Protection Division. The name 
sounds good, but what of the motives? Hurlock (Md.) 
Dorchester News.

Well, the government has come out with a report 
which says in effect that if you and your family of four 
aren't spending at least $9,000 a year, you're not living 
moderately well. The report doesn't say what you 
should be MAKING to live moderately well. It just says 
what you should be SPENDING. But since it's a govern 
ment report, you have to conclude that the folks who 
prepared it expect you to follow your government's 
example and spend more than you take in.  Yorfc 
(Neb.) News-Times.
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It would seim the labor unions have neglected the 
most important challenge they face the training of 
apprentices. We need a larger reservoir of skilled 
workers. This would make it possible for industry to 
hire many of the presently unskilled, untrained work- 
ers. Waterville (Wash.) Empire-Press.________

Morning Report:
Unknown to most of us, the 1968 Presidential cam 

paign was almost called off before it really got started. 
The directors of the American Advertising Federation 
came up with a code that demanded truth in political 
advertising but stopped short of demanding truth-in- 
candidates.

The American political system as we know it  
would be doomed if some tough agency, like say the 
Pure Food and Drug Administration, would start check 
ing over candidates the way they' check up on cold 
pills. Is this candidate what he says he is? Can he cure 
anything? Or is he nothing but brightly colored water 
with a little sugaring added?

A lot of states now have horse racing boards who 
check on race entries to see if they have been hopped 
up. If we do it for animals, why not candidates? There 
are several around right now who call for a saliva test.

Abe Mellinkoft

Three submissions for a 
Walt Disney commemorative 
stamp has been turned 
down by the Post Office as 
"too commercial." Sticky 
quote from a postal exec: 
"We want a Disney stamp, 
but not one that's a capsule 
ad for Disneyland" . . . 
Jackie Gleason will be here 
in March to star in an Otto 
Preminger flick titled "Ski- 
doo" another one of those 
hippie - vs. - Establishment 
things that Hollywood keeps 
trying to make, with disas 
trous results. No, I take that 
back. The hippie sequence 
in James Coburn's 'The 
President's Analyst" was 
handled with taste, style, 
and understanding. It didn't 
save the picture, but it made 
it sit-throughable.

and truly wanted as Leon 
ard Bernstein's successor. 
Score one for the west. . . 
Don Sherwood on KSPO: 
"This country is a mess. 
New York has a garbage 
strike and San Francisco 
(with ITS strike) has noth 
ing to wrap it in" . . . When 
Heavyweight Jerry Quarry 
decked Thad Spencer in 
Oakland, Atty. Nate Cohn 
of S.F. watched $50,000 fly

Report From Our Man 
In San Francisco

out the window. He owns 30 
per cent of Spencer who, if 
he'd won, would have net 
ted about $180,000 in the 
eliminations for a new 
heavyweight champion. Now 
behind the Nateball is Cohn.

It happened just outside 
Sacramento the other day. 
A lady's valuable Siamese 
cat stranded itself atop a 
telephone pole, so firemen 
were summoned. They 
climbed the pole and, after 
15 .minutes, rescued the 
cat   to the applause of a 
large crowd of onlookers. 
The firemen bowed, 
climbed back onto their 
their engine and roared off. 
Right over the cat.

T^T "fa* T-T

Way down upon the 
Swami Ribber: The Maha- 
rishi Mahesh Yogi, who will 
be at Lake Tahoe this sum 
mer, his wonders to unfold, 
staged a press conference 
the other day under the aus 
pices of the same public re 
lations outfit that handles 
Ringling Bros. Circus (end 
connection). Piped up an ir 
reverent reporter: Jesus 
didn't have any public rela 
tions men around him." Re 
plied the Maharishi: 'That is 
why he took so many hun 
dreds of years to become 
known." I've always said 
that what press agents 
need is a good press agent, 
and I think they've found 
one ... Dr. Charles Hitch, 
the new Pres. of the Uni 
versity of Caliifornia, thinks 
big. He has hired S.F.'s in 
ternationally-known interior 
designer, Tony Hail, to turn 
his Kensington house into a 
work of art, or even Tony. 
On the other hand, UC 
Chancellor Roger Heyns 
lives on campus in a house 
with beige carpets, beige 
walls and beige curtains. 
"This place," he explained 

decorated 
- and the 

only shade a committee can 
agree on is beige."

Heheheh: The N.Y. Phil 
harmonic is absoultely siz 
zling over the S.F. Sym 
phony's seizure of young 
Seiji Ozawa as our next con 
ductor   proving, at last, 
that he's the guy they really

Meanwhile: S.F. Atty. Mel- 
vin Belli escaped the Viet 
Cong attack on Saigon and 
landed rightside-up Down 
Under   in Sydney, Aus 
tralia. Mysterious sidelight: 
Retired Admiral Buzz Hoyle 
of San Diego, who accom 
panied Belli to Vietnam, re 
turned here just recently   
and died of a heart attack. 
Funeral was in Palm 
Springs . . . Chris Borea, co-

owner of Off-Broadway (a 
topless joint that is thriv 
ing despite our current 
newspaper strike), is being 
divorced by his Kathleen 
after two years eight 
months . . . New edict at 
square old Abercrombie & 
Fitch: starting March 1, all 
employes must wear skirts 
one inch below the knees. 
Pretty stuffy for a sporting 
house, I'd say ... One bit 
of Sanfranclscana is making 
good in New York: 117 
Chinese treasures from the 
Avery Brundage Collection 
of the de Young Museum 
are now at the Asia House 
Galleries in Manhattan and 
breaking records. Over 
4,000 gawkers the first 
week. We will now stop 
singing to the terrible-tem 
pered Mr. Brundage: "Take 
Back Your Ming" ... As 
for syndicated columnist 
Charles McCabe, whose 
trademark is a photo of him 
self wearing horn-rimmed 
specs and a derby, he cele 
brated his birthday last 
week in Tiburon. The cen 
terpiece on the dining table 
was a suckling pig wearing 
horn-rimmed specs and a 
derby. The resemblance was 
unremarkable.

SACRAMENTO   Once 
again, the fat is in the fire 
over the Rumford Housing 
Act, with a measure before 
the state legislature design 
ed to effect changes which 
would make some, if not full 
provision for the rights of 
the people of the state to 
manage their own property. 

The bill was introduced 
at the behest of the Califor 
nia Real Estate Association 
by Senator Lawrence E. 
Walsh, D-Los Angeles. It is 
Senate Bill 263, which would 
provide for conciliation in 
case* covered by the act, 
rather than forced compli 
ance.

ft ft ft
There is before the leg 

islature another measure, 
SB 319 by Senator John G. 
Schmltz, R-Tustin, which 
would repeal the Rumford 
Act in its entirety. A simi 
lar bill was defeated last 
year in the face of over 
whelming sentiment on the 
part of the people of the 
state for this action.

Ever since passage of the 
original Rumford Act in 
1963, the law has been one 
of great controversy be 
tween the people of Califor 
nia who believe the rights 
of citizens extend to control 
of the property they own 
and the ultra-liberal class of 
individuals who are of the 
opinion that property is sub 
ject to autocratic control by 
government

ft ft ft
When the people adopted 

Proposition 14, in 1964 by a 
two-to-one majority, they 
not only nullified the Rum- 
ford Act, but also served 
conclusive notice they were 
not interested in the acts of 
a pressured legislature shov 
ing an unpopular law down 
their throats.

However, the United 
States supreme court con 
tinued the shoving by hold 
ing Proposition 14 unconsti 
tutional, so the situation re 
verted to the place where 
it started, with the express 
ed will of the people rele 
gated to the ash heap.

ft ft ft
Last year, desultory ef 

forts were made to repeal 
the law, which was the only 
means whereby the intent 
of the voters could be car 
ried out. But the legislature, 
again yielding to the minor 
ity pressures, failed to take 
action.

The Walsh bill, while not 
as desirable as complete re 
peal of the Rumford Act, at 
least would constitute a step 
in the right direction. It 
would create a California 
Fair Housing Authority, 
which would have power to 
investigate alleged discrim 
ination and conciliate dis 
putes. Under the present 
law, the fair employment

punish landlords and home 
owners in cases of alleged 
discrimination decided by 
bureaucratic state employes 
rather than the courts. And 
the punishment, even if un 
just, cannot be escaped with 
out lengthy and expensive 
legal process which is be- 

New* and Opinions 
On Sacramento Beat

yond the reach of most 
small home owners.

ft ft •<!

Minority groups, too, are 
protected under the Walsh

or
harassment against tenants, 
buyers, or owners of prop, 
erty.

The new proposed law 
likewise provides that real 
estate brokers or salesmen 
cannot evade responsibility 
under civil code provisions 
which generally seek to 
eliminate discrimination in 
the buying, selling, renting 
or leasing of property. It 
also requires that real estate 
broken must offer services 
to persons of any race, color 
or creed, and that brokers 
possess the right to serve 
their clients.

A Letter . . , 
... To My Son

By Tom Rische v
Hifh School Teacher and Youth Worker

Dear Bruce:
Should 18-year-olds vote? 
Why not? They're at least 

as well qualified as mo it 
adults, and probably more 
so. I agree with those who ' 
 ay, "If you're old enough 
to die for your country, you 
are old enough to vote for 
the men'whose votes send 
you to war. (Or as some put 
it: "Wars are planned by 
old men for young men to 
fight.")

Having just completed U. 
S. Government classes in 
high school, most 18-year- 
olds probably have more 
current facts about their 
government and leaden 
than they ever will again.

Hoy many adults can 
name their Congressman or 
City Councilman? How many 
have any idea the size of 
their city or school or fed 
eral budgets? How many 
could accurately describe 
how their tax rate is set? (A 
poll several years ago show 
ed that 7 per cent of the 
American people couldn't 
name the President, and 40 
pei cent didn't know who 
was Vice-President.

I'd be willing to bet the 
average 18-year-old would 
beat the average adult in a 
current events quiz.

Some adults claim young 
people are too easily sway 
ed by emotional factors. 
Maybe, but most teenagers 
probably would vote as 
least as intelligently as the 
40-year-old woman who told 
me she wasn't going to vote 
for one candidate because 
he had funny-looking teeth.

How many people vote
blindly for candidates who 
promise more services, low 
er taxes, less smog, and 
fewer criminals? How many 
vote a straight party ticket

just because they always 
have?

Yours for intelligent vot 
ing,

YOUR DAD

Quote
Destructive public policy 

can snuff out private pen 
sion plans through over-reg 
ulation and runaway Social 
Security; it can also erode 
private and public pensions 
by inflation. Constructive 
public policy will seek to 
avoid Inflation and will rec 
ognize and safeguard the 
dual nature of our private 
and public retirement sys 
tem. Thus I would hope that 
the role of Government 
would be limited to foster 
ing a climate for the fulfill 
ment of private pension 
promises made and not to 
specifying what those prom 
ises should be nor how they 
should be fulfilled. Robert 
C. Tyson, chairman finance 
committee, United States 
Steel.

It has been estimated the 
cost of this (Pentagon) dem 
onstration was over a million 
dollars, which included over 
$12,000 alone just to clean 
up. The American people 
are fed up with being re 
quired to pay for these ac 
tivities. Legislation is need 
ed which would require the 
posting of a bond prior to a 
permit being issued to dem 
onstration, to parade, to 
have vigils and sit-ins, and 
things of that nature. Con 
gressman Samuel Devine, R- 
Ohio.
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FROM THE MAILBOX

Retiring Congressman Praised
To the Editor:

As a 35-year resident of 
the Congressional District

his help and advice on pen 
sion checks, veteran disabili 
ties, civil service, exams, 
draft status questions, and

regarding the raw milk now, 
once and for all times. The 
pediatricians' offices are full 
of babies who cannot toler-

Write to Gov. Ronald Rea 
gan requesting him to sup 
port legislation that will take 
the certification of raw milk

Kino ha« «t nhlv rim  »° f°rth. Many business in- ate anything but certified out of the hands <rfa bureau

like to publicly express my 
thanks to him for his dedi 
cated efforts. I have known 
Cecil since 1946, and have 
always considered him a 
good example of a fine 
American politician.

His work in 1951 and 1952 
in investigating corruption 
in the Internal Revenue 
Service showed «n ability to 
rise above narrow partisan 
ship. He served the interests 
of all the people in pursuing 
his efforts to clean out the 
"rascals," Democrats as well 
as Republicans.

His successful efforts in 
the field of Medicare will 
link his name with Presi 
dents Kennedy and Johnson 
in our nation's history. El 
derly people in our state and

terests have benefited by 
his advice and counsel in 
matters pertaining to the 
federal government.

He will be remembered by 
the voters of his district, and 
we sincerely wish him well 
in his so richly earned re 
tirement.
HAROLD W. GARVIN 
Political Science Instructor 
L. A. Harbor College

Objects to 

Milk Ban

and will continue to for 
many years.

Finalry, he was a great 
man for helping individuals 
with their problems in deal 
ing with bureaucracy. He 
was an Ombudsman par ex- 
cellance. 1 have met hun 
dreds of individuals in his 
district who have received

To the Editor:
An arbitrary decision by 

the Los Angeles County Med 
ical Association will elimi 
nate the sale of certified raw 
milk to Los Angeles County 
residents, effective March 1, 
1968. Apparently, this action 
was taken without any cause 
or reason and is extremely 
similar to actions taken by 
dictators and totalitarian 
governments.

Each day. little by little, 
our rights are being taken 
from us. Our freedom of 
choice is in danger and this 
problem should be settled

raw milk.
There has been no disease 

associated with the drinking 
of certified milk; it is a mat 
ter of record that certified 
dairy herds are tested on a 
much more stringent basis 
than those herds producing 
mlik which is pasteurized. 
The bacteria count in certi 
fied milk is less than one- 
third that allowed in pas 
teurized milk. Since there 
are so many satisfied cus 
tomers, some for many 
years, why eliminate raw 
milk?

There should be a hearing 
on the certification of raw 
milk. Evidence to support 
such an arbitrary decision 
should be presented to the 
public w,ith provision to hear 
opposing views.

Short letters should be 
written Immediately U we 
are to halt this encrouch- 
ment on our freedom of 
choice.

Write to Dr. Allan Briney, 
President, Los Angeles 
County Medical Association, 
1925 Wilshire, Los Angeles 
90057. (Demand   hearing 
on the certification of raw 
milk.)

cratic organization;
Write to Your State As 

semblyman and Senator. Re 
quest of your representative 
that he introduce an amend 
ment to the present law on 
the certification of raw milk ~ 
which would provide that 
the commission set up to 
certify raw milk be- com 
posed of licensed physicians 
who are qualified in the 
field of public health.

MRS. p. H. FAUCKTT,
Torrance.

An old-timer is a person 
who can remember sitting 
through many a dull eve 
ning without television.  
Duane C. Griggs in the New 
London (Iowa) Journal.

In the decade of the '60's, 
while our population was in 
creasing by only 9 per cent, 
the incidence of major 
crimes according to the 
uniform FBI crime reports 
 was increasing by some 
62 per cent. Stated differ 
ently, the increase in crime 
has outstripped the increase 
in population some seven 
times.   Congressman Rich 
ard H. Poff, R-Va.

Foster Profile 

Wins Plaudits
To the Editor:

Thank you for the excel 
lent Profile on Lester Fos 
ter which appeared in last 
Wednesday's Press-Herald. 
The story was written with 
sensitivity and keen percep 
tion of the educational job 
Torrance schools are trying 
to do with the youngsters 
at Columbia School. 

Sincerely,
J. H. HULL, 
Superintendent

Alan Grey 
Says . . .

If Washington were 
alive today . . .

He'd come to one 
conclusion . . .

Was it really worth 
the effort . . .

To fight the revolu 
tion ...

The war wu over
taxes ... 

And duties they must
pay ... 

But they were just a
pittance .. . 

To what we have
today . . .

To see the current
world . . . 

Would likely be a
blow . . . 

Thus for his lasting
memory ... 

It's well he doesn't
know.
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