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Most conference partici- traniportation, water, and

Before a community can 
take effective steps to solve 
its common problems, it is 
necessary for opinion leaders 
In that community to agree 
about what those problems 
are. One of the primary func 
tions of the Community Con 
ference on Environmental 
Problems and Urban Design 
and Beautification was to pro 
vide some sense of the atti 
tudes of local citizens and 
community planners toward 
what presently needs to be 
done in confronting urban 
problems.

More than 200 laymen, bus 
iness men, politicians, and 
professional planners partici 
pated. Opinions were of great 
variety, as were ideas for 
solving specific situations. At 
one end of the spectrum, a 
number of people expressed 
the conviction that the Los 
Angeles area is now quite 
beautiful and distinctive— 
that we have no major ur 
ban problems in the area of 
environmental design and 
should leave well enough 
alone. A few outside observ 
ers added that Los Angeles 
is not so much an ugly city 
as it is a young city, dis 
playing much of the brash- 
ness dislocation, rapid 
growth, and apparent lack of 
order of youth; as the city 
grows older, it will solve 
those problems apparent to 
day.

• » »
ON THE other hand, the 

majority of the participants 
in the conference believe that 
southern Los Angeles County, 
together with the entire met 
ropolitan area, is suffering 
from urban sprawl environ 
mental blight, and conditions 
which engender deteriora 
tion.

It was agreed that the main 
purpose of a city is to be a 
place for people to be happy 
and function economically. 
Residents of every commun 
ity were urged to ask them 
selves if their city is provid 
ing this kind of atmosphere.

Most of the participants in 
the discussioij1M-(4^Napl«Wr- 
ed to accept tie idea that it 
is appropriate* for various 
communities to evolve some 
sort of statement of goals and 
then strive to win public sup 
port for achieving these goals. 
The public should be involved 
in the initial steps of plan 
ning. Once a statement of 
objectives has been written, 
It can be submitted to vari 
ous crtizons' groups and civic 
organizations for comment 
and criticism. The statement 
of goals may be circulated 
through the communications 
media so that the general 
public learns of it and com 
ments are solicited. Political 
and industrial elements 
should participate in revising 
the list of objectives. The fin 
al statement as much as pos 
sible should represent a gen 
eral consensus of the commu 
nity. No statement of goals 
however, is adequate without 
means of implementation.

* * •
TO CARRY out proposals, 

communities heed at least the 
tolerance of the general pub 
lic, the approval of the press 
the cooperation of local edu 
cational institutions, the mo 
mentum provided by enthusi
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pants believe some sort of smoke control demand region 
planning group, such as the al solutions. (2) A bigger. 
Southwest Area Planning broader government is more 
Committee, should endeavor financially solvent, more able 
to get the many communities to afford long-range planning, 
in this area to work together. (3) Small, local communities 
S'jrr.e people think that the are concerned with immedi- 
entire region, even the entire ate rather than long-range 
state, should develop accord- problems. Furthermore, for 
ing to a carefully worked-out each city to solve its prob- 
master plan. Arguments in lems separately leads to du- 

stic members of local power favor of regional development plication of effort, conflict,
tructures, and the financial included the following

lems such as race relations, Ining can solve the problem of
limited jurisdiction; for exam 
ple, a street may be torn 
up three times—for widening, 
for laying utility pipe lines, 
and for flood control—unless 
the efforts of three separate 
jurisdictions are coordinated.

small local units of govern 
ment also had its advocates. 
Among the arguments favor

individuality- 
patterns eitl

ty into. 76

and in some cases defeat of ing limited jurisdiction wereifng to the federal government

juld retain their
—not conform to 
ner regional or

cultivate what
unique. (2) The

as Angeles Coun-
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ler for the aver-
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eral government.

(3) Local government, because
it Is more aware of the needs 
of local communities, admin
isters funds better and spends
more wisely. Many confer
ence participants expressed
the hope that the advantages 
of both regional planning and
local implementation could be
combined in a cooperative
program, thus reconciling va
rious regional and political in
terests—perhaps in the man
ner of the federal constitu
tional convention.

Three Students
On Dean's List

Three area residents ar
among the 161 students a
Los Angeles Trade Technics
College named to the Dean 
List for the spring, 19^7, *
mester.

They are Stanley S. Arak
2425 W. 180th St.; Rolf (
Chlup, 2805 Green. Lane, IU
dondo Beach; and N«al ^
Hudon, 25047 Oak St., U
mita.
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