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By VIXl'EXT THOMAS .ante fund rr the financial tocial welfare rather than said' is administrative rather viriing welfare assistance this point, reliable figures on IT IS obvious (hat. regard- private enterprise program, 
Aj».t mhhman. 6Mh DislHct 'stability of the ?mployers who insurance program There is than economic through unemployment insur- possible costs of the proposed less of which side of the philo has to i'omc from somewhere 
The problem of how to inv contribute to the fund strong need for unemploy Employer groups   These ancc. If coverage were to be extension of coverage arc .ODhicaI , _... .„. ,...   tho At a time when there are 

prove the income of farm * * * mpnt insurance (or these generally feared weakening o." extended to farm worker*, a lacking The state attitude' K more and more public neod:. 
workers in California without LABOR, religious anc1 other workers and this, in itself. U both the fund and the Intent separate fund and administrc- seemed to be one of cautious'l"88"0" ultimately becomes and evpr morp dcmanc| s U p,,,, 
having to price our agricul |»ocio group*   All workers sufficient justification for of the present unemployment tivr system should be est.ib non-commitment. There was one °f economics. The monev the tax dollar, it's going to be 

tural products out of the mar-;»h°uM be covered The pro-such a program. The entire in.Mirance program and ques-lished. some support for federal shar- for increased benefits, as for very difficult to reiolve this 
ket and without bankrupt-!?1'!''" should be treated as a problem (labor spokesmen Honed the philosophy of pro i Government bodies   At ing of benefit payment*. lany other governmental or dilemma, 

ing state funds is a tough one 
It's both economic and politi 
cal dynamite

Nevertheless, the Assembly 
Committees on Finance and 
Insurance and on Agriculture 
he'd Joint sessions recently to 
take testimony on proposals to 
extend unemployment insur 
ance coveiage to farm work 
ers Points of view, predjc 
tably different according to 
the particular group involved, 
were presented by mpreacn-, 
tatives of farm organizations.' 
labor, employers, state and 
federal government, various 
social welfare and religious 
bodies, and individuals 

Some of the testimony and

LOW PRICK OF COURSE!

) comments raised these points
• • * *

CALIFORNIA Agricultural'
: Conference The unemploy-.
' mcnt insurance coverage 

question should be divided 
into two parts, one affecting

! permanent workers ?nd the 
other, seasonal workers. How-

' ever, there is difficulty in 
Identifying the two troupv 
and some reasonable con-

' senMis as to which worker?
: belong in which group (5 

basic to the entire problem 
Studie* arc under way week- 
ing to resolve this, or at leant 
to provide statistical and 
other information as a rtart-' 
ing point toward a solution

A program of unemploy-) 
ment insurance for farm 
workers, whether part of the' 
permanent labor force or 
merely seasonal, should not 
be adopted in California by 
itself. Agricultural wages al 
ready are higher In Califor 
nia than elsewhere. This 
should be treated as a na 
tional problem: otherwise., 
California farmers would be. 
at great competitive disad 
vantage

For coverage of permanent) 
farm employer, eligibility; 
standard* Miould be high and 
hrnehts should not he *n lib 
eral as to threaten «nundnes« 
of the unemployment insur-

Medicare 
Programs i 
Explained j

With the advent of Medi 
care, it Is now more import 
ant than ever that a person 
approaching retirement age 
know when to sign up for 
health insurance and month 
ly benefits, according, to 
Miles Davis. Social Security! 
district manager.  

Davi* said a person should 
make application for Medi 
care during the three months 
prior to his AMh birthday, 
even if he plans In work be 
yond the age of fix A delay 
can mean loss of protection 
under Medicare, as well asi 
some monthly benefit* Davis 
said

There is an mili*l seven- 
month enrollment period in 
which medical insurance may 
be obtained under Medicare. 
Davls added. The Insurance 
pavs for doctor bills and in 
volves a monthly premium of 
$3. The enrollment period be 
gins in the third month prior 
to the 6Mb birthday and ex 
tends through the third 
month following the 65th 
birthday. '

• • • !

THE PATE of application 
determines the effective date 
of the medical insurance pro. 
tection, Davis explained A 
person waiting until the 
deadline lo apply far Insur 
ance may not be covered for 
an additional three month*, 
he said

Persons who fail to exercise 
(he option to enrol) in llic 
medical insurance plan will 
not be eligible lo enroll until 
the final thrcu months of the 
next odd-numbered >car, he 
added Such persons also will 
pay higher premium*,

      i
HOSPITAL insurance un 

der Medicare becomes effec-; 
live v trie individual's 65th 
birthday. Davis said

Persons who are within 
three months of tren 05thi 
birthday should vtt.it the local 
Sucial Security uffirc. I40H 
8 Creiikhaw Blvd. and pie- 
win proof of age a» Mion as 1 
possible. DHVII. said
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