
Opposition Grows to Council Power Grab
It is an often observed fact of life that politi 

cal power goes to the prison who exercises it.
In their zeal to cmharrass the city's elected 

mayor, a four-member bloc of city councilmen may 
have overlooked this when they decided to substi 
tute muscle for leadership by fixing it so they could 
get together and pick their own mayor.

We don't think they'll get away with it, but the 
four-man majority referred to as the "foolish four" 
the other day was able to get a shotgun proposal 
on the Nov. 8 ballot which if approved would 
strip the people of the privilege of selecting the 
city's mayor and would hand it over to a council 
bloc.

It is incredulous to suggest that the rule of 
four councilmen could supplant the rule of the 
people. But that is what Proposition Z has been 
designed to do.

Torrance voters are being asked to go back

(An Editorial)
!o a system they rejected overwhelmingly just nine 
years ago.

Torrance is not alone in its desire to let tHe 
voters select the mayor, authoritative cnmpihlions 
of the National Municipal League show.

In fact, the postwar trend has been heavy in 
that, direction, and now more th;m half the man 
ager-council cities in the United States select their 
mayors by a vote of the people, a sharp contrast 
to some of the pronoucements made by sponsors 
of the shotgun effort to alter Torrance's form of 
government.

But then, as we've pointed out before, double 
gibberish is their stock-in-trade.

The trend toward the Torrance system has 
been so great in recent years that the National 
Municipal League's Model Charter for cities, first 
drawn up in 1915, was amended to include the

election of ».h«? mayor by the people instead of his 
colleagues.

Opposition to the hastily offered amendment 
developed in the city cramcil chambers the night 
it was unveiled by the four-man bloc. Mayor Albert 
Isen and Councilmen Ted Olson and Ken Miller  
who obviously had not been cut in on the plan to 
shake up the city's government, led the protests. 
They were joined on the spot by several citizens 
in the council audience to whom the proposal was 
a surprise, too.

. The League of Women Voters of Torrance voted 
official opposition to the proposal, pointing out that 
the League had been trying for two years to get 
a charter review going  without much encourage 
ment.

In a review of the charier study background 
this week, League officers pointed out that this 
was the sixth charter amendment proposed by the

councilmen since the charter review study was first 
recommended.

Of these, three have made it tn the ballot: two 
pay hike proposals which had been vigorously op 
posed by the Press-Herald were rejected and an 
amendment barring so-called "topless" attire in pub 
lic was approved.

Torrance resident;- should not be carried away 
by high-sounding phrases or the last minute arrival 
of a knight in shining armor coming to save this 
fair damsel of a city from the knave.

Amendment Z is a display of raw muscle, flexed 
in the hopes of a take-over hv those who have not 
been able to turn Torrance into their private vine 
yards. Some of this muscle has been showing a new 
interest in civic affairs recently, causing some to 
wonder what has awakened this zeal for community 
welfare. . . .

But then, that's another story.
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Contract Approved for 
New City Fire Station

FIRST TICKET . . . I)r. Robert K. Fleming Sr. Ret" first (Icket to a special banquet 
hi-noring visiting Turkish government officials from Mrs. John A. Tweedy (at left) 
and Mrs. H. Ted Olson. The three are members of a committee making plans for 
the salute tn the visiting officials. The banquet, open tn the public, Is slated for 7 
p.m. Friday, Nov. 4 A six-man team from Turkey, Including the mayor of Konya, 
Is due to arrive here Sunday for a week-long slay. Tickets may be purchased at 
355H per person from the Torrance Chamber of Comiverce, 1510 Cravens Avc.

(Pros Herald Photo)

Turkish Delegation 
I Has Full Itinerary

Safety 
Run for 
Teeners

Eighty high school 'stu 
dents, representing five Tor 
rance high schools, will take 
part in the .Torrance Safety 
Council's first Safety Econo 
my Run next Saturday.

Students taking part will 
be from Torrance, South, 
West, North, and Bishop 
Montgomery high schools

The route of the run will 
cover 100 miles and has been 
logged and routed through 
the combined efforts of the 
Automobile Club of Southern 
California and the C?liforni'.i 
Highway Patrol.

TORRANCE Chief of Po 
lice Walter H. Koenig, who is 
serving as chief steward for 
he run, said it will take ap 

proximately two hours and 45

$78,981 Offer 
Wins Contract 
For Facilities

A six-man team of Turkish 
government officials, includ 
ing the mayor of one of Tor 
ranee's sister cities, is schcd
uled to arrive here Sunday Airport by Torrance official

afternoon for a week-longlon arrival at the American
visit.

The group will be met at 
Los Angeles International

Council Cites 
City Employes

Twenty-one veteran em-| Also cited for 15 years ol 
ployes of the city were hon-l service were Officer Archie
ored last night for their serv 
ice in brief ceremonies be- 

, fore the City Council. Also

and
Myles H. Hamilton of the Po 
lice Department, and George 

(See COUNCIL on A-2)honored were five city cm- __ __ 
ployes who retired during! ~~ ~~ ~
1965   ,! Hall BackedMayor Albert Isen present-) 
ed service pins to employes! 
who have been on the job 
for 15 to 20 years.

Receiving 20-year p i 
were John G. Cox and Rob 
ert K. I.amphere of the Sanl-] torncy i ast n j g iit was return-
tation Department, Milton T 
Langum of the Fire Depart 
ment, Milo L. Gilbert of the 
Bus Department, and Robert 
R. Faren of the Parks De 
partment.

Fifteen-year pins were pre 
sented to Mary H. Andrus 
and Michael Orend Jr. of the 
Finance Department, Beverly

1 Airlines terminal. Headqua> 
teis for the group in Toi 
ranee will be the Jump 'n 
Jack Motel.

Members of the team, in 
the United States to study 
organization and relationships 
of federal, state, and local 
agencies, will leave here Nov 
4 to return to Washington. 
D. C., for conferences with 
officials of the Department ot 
State.

FETIII TANSUK, undersec 
retary of the Ministry of Inter, 
ior and governor of Ballkesir 
Province, is the team leader

Other members include A. 
Hilmi Nalcaci, mayor of the 
city of Konya and secreta 
general of the Municipal 
league of Turkey; All Met in 
Dirimtekin, general director 
of personnel for the Turkish 
Minist.-y of Interior; Osman 
Meric, governor of Eskisehii 
Province; Huseyin Meydanog 
lu, governor of Kotaeli Pro 

mended for appointment toi vjnce, and Ali Cahit Betii

minutes for each driver to 
complete the route

Purpose of the run is to 
emphasize the relationship 

(See SAFETY on A-2)

A construction contract for 
the city's fifth fire station, to 
be located on Del Amo Boule 
vard just west of Hawthorne 
Boulevard, was awarded to a 
Long Beach firm last night.

City Councilmen voted 
unanimously to accept the bid 
of Rutter and Burges Con 
struction Co. for the facility. 
The firm submitted a low 
bid of $78,981.

Eleven bids were received 
by the city, ranging to a high 
of $104.000

COUNCILMEN appropriated 
$48,900 to complete financing 
of the new station. A total of 
$43,500 was earmarked for

begin in about 10 days. The 
new station will serve the 
Victor Precinct and adjacent 
areas which are now served 
by stations in north and 
south Torrance and by the 
city's main station at Carson 
Street and Crenshaw Boule 
vard.

Young Cyclist 
Killed by Car

FOR THE WINNER . . Mi's I vi n Vandermead, "Miss 
Walterla," and 0/zie Crimes, rxalted ruler of the Tor- 
rancr Elks Lodge, display the sweepstakes trophy to 
be awarded at the conclusion of Saturday's Safety- 
Economy Run f«r area high school students. Some 80 
drivers will participate in the run and the school with 
the best team score will receive tne sweepstakes award. 
Grimes will serve ai official starter for the run.

J
Sixteen-year-old Frank Ju- 

ian, 3332 W. 135th St.. was 
tilled Tuesday afternoon 
when he apparently lost con-

the project in last year's city trol of his motorcycle at 190tn
budget.

Total cost of the project, 
including architect's fees, 
landscaping, and security 
fences, is estimated at $92, 
400, William Dunmore, direc 
tor of finance for the city, re 
ported.

Street and Felbar Avenue and 
fell in front of an oncoming 

ar.
Police said Julian failed to 

negotiate a turn at the inter 
section shortly before 4:30 
p.m. and fell in front of a ve 
hicle driven by Jane Douglas

Construction is expected to Grandpre, 20620 Anza Ave.

Judgeship
A former Torrance city at

the South Bay Municipal 
Court by the City Council.

Attorney James Hall re 
ceived backing from the coun 
cil, which acted unanimously 
on motion of David K. Lyman

Governor Edmund G. (Fat) 
Brown is expected to appoint 
a fourth judge to the South

,1. Grubb of the Engineering,Bay Municipal Court shortly. 
Department, Robert A. The State Legislature created
Schrauben of the Harks De 
partment, and Joseph A. Wil 
liams of the Street Depart 
ment.

the vacancy when, during the 
last session, it approved a

court.

governor of Konya 1'rovinc
They will be accompanied 

by Interpreters and represcn 
tatives of the U.S. Agenc 
for International Develop 
ment (AID).

THE TEAM will be wet 
corned at the airport by fit; 
officials and the Torranc 
Area Youth Bands, which wil 
salute the visitors with tin 
Turkish National Anthem 

(See VISITORS on A-2)

Walteria residents will re- 
cw their fight against a 
roposcd rubbish dump adja- 
ent to their homes next 
Wednesday when the city's

Residents contend the dump 
will be a nuisance and will 
cause property values to 
plunge, according to Claude 
Hendrex. He said he believes

Manning Commission a ga i n|a "more desirable" method of
onsiders the proposal. i converting the land to a use

At issue is a plan to estab-|ful parcel of property can be 
ish a dump in a sand andifound. 
ravel pit adjacent to the I "We believe that the land
iouthern city boundary and 

west yf Crenshaw Boulevard. 
The proposed dump backs up 
o a residential area.

Action on the proposal was 
lostponed by the Planning
uminissinn at its Sept. 7 

meeting after residents pre 
sented a petition bearing 
more than 1,000 signatures in rounds it," he added, 
opposition to the dump.

HENDREX ALSO said th
THE COMMISSION ordered group feels the problems

can be graded and subdivided 
and, even with costly excava 
tion' the landowner would 
realize fine profits," Hendrex 
said. "Sooner or later the 
and will be developed, but it 

should be developed in ac 
cordance with the highly de 
veloped community that sur

a 60-day study of the plan 
and agreed to meet with resi 
dents and with proponents of 
the dump. A delegation from 
the area, accompanied by 
Planning Commission mem 
hers, also visited several 
other dump operations in the

bounty will "soon come to 
n end" are untrue. Borton 
aid his group has been told 
t will be at least 7 or 8 
ears before the current 
ounty dump site is filled ti 
apacity.

Residents said six rubbish 
lumps are in operation witb 
n a S-mile radius of central 
^orrance. Five of these 

dumps, it has been reported 
ire owned by private opera 
ors.

HENUREX, following tin 
nspection tour, called the 

differences between the pri 
vately operated and the coun 
ty dumps a "real eye-opener.'

developing the land
be shouldered by the land 
owner, not the entire com 
munity."

William Borton, a.iothe 
representative of the home 
owners' group, said claim 
that the Palos Vcrdes Lane 
fill, operated by Los Angele

Phe differences, he said, are 
like comparing a shovel to a 
modern caterpillar tractor." 

But, Hendrex added, Wal 
'should teria residents are

mood for a compromise. "We 
can't accept a dump in ou 
community, no matter win 
runs it."

Wednesday's meeting o 
the Planning Commission i 
scheduled to begin at 7:3 
p.m.

Pro and Con Meeting Set - - -
Voters may hear pro and con discussions on 

the seventeen state, four county, and three local 
ballot measures Thursday evening at the Torrance 
Rcreation Center, 3341 Torrance Blvd., beginning 
at 7:4*. A panel of speakers from (he.sponsoring 
Tonance League of Women Voters will give brief 
explanations and pro and con arguments about 
cncli nf the measures and will then answer ques 
tions from the audience on each issue. Mrs. James 
van Oppen, voters service chairman of the non- 
portisan group, is in charge of the meeting. Mrs. 
William Kadcliffe is president nf the Tiirranc*
1,01,'JIU.

Industrial Worker Killed-   
Twenty-one-year-old Robert K. Long was 

killed Monday afternoon when a forkiift onto 
which he hart been helping load steel pipe ran 
nvt-r him ut tlic Cal-Metal plant at i:ii:i W. Sepul- 
vdn Klvd. The forkiift was operated by Oresle 
SiTrano, l«:>:i W. 208th St., according to reports 
ninclc lo Los Angeles police. Workmen indicated 
l.onu may have been trying'to step onto the mov 
ing vehicle when the accident occurred.

I>omita Office Space Voted - - -
Expansion of the county engineer's branch of 

fice in Lomita was authorized Tuesday by Ih. 
Board nf Supervisors with the approval of a two- 
year louse for an additional 7,'>0 square feet »f 
room tit 1823 W. Lomita Blvd. The county i-ur- 
ronllv leases :i,7^."> square feet of space in the same 
 luililing. according to Supervisor Burton W. 
t'hace, chairman of the hoard. The contract goes 
into effect on Nov. I and rails fur payment n( 
sVilll over the two-year period.


