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Another Step Forward
Torrance takes another forward step in providing 

protection for the life and property of her citizens to 
morrow when a new fire alarm system becomes oper 
ational.

Consisting of 102 alarm boxes located at major in 
tersections in the city and modern electronic equip 
ment, the system employs direct telephone lines — 
"hot lines"—between the fire department and persons 
reporting fires or other emergencies. It represents only 
the first phase of a network which eventually will in 
clude some 300 alarm boxes.

Advantages of the system should be obvious. It 
will provide free and direct communications with the 
fire department 24 hours a day. It will make possible 
quick reports of emergency siuations. resulting in 
quicker response to the alarm. Precious seconds will 
not be lost looking for and dialing numbers or fumbling 
for a dime.

Activation of the first phase represents a dream 
come true for Fire Chief J. J. Bcnner and his men. 
Chief Benner. who is due to retire later this year, has 
worked for many years to improve his department— 
already rated as one of the finest in the nation—by 
using the most modern equipment available.

Installed ty Pacific Telephone and General Tele 
phone for the city, the new system incorporates the 
latest advances in telephone communications. To re 
port a fire or other emergency, a citizen need only 
lift the telephone receiver in the alarm box. An opera 
tor will ask for the location and nature of the fire 
while electronic equipment automatically records the 
date, time, and location, as well as the actual conver 
sation.

The system also includes improved communications 
between the city's various fire stations, including back 
up systems to prevent a complete failure.

While the alarm boxes provide increased protec 
tion for the city and its residents, they also present 
some dangers. Chief Benner has warned that tampering 
with the boxes or making false reports is a crime— 
and the department is prepared to make violators feel 
the full weight of the law.

The alarm system is no toy. It is designed for the 
protection of the city and it can function at its best 
when it is not misused

It also serves as a tribute to the foresight and the 
dedication of the men charged with protecting this city 
against the ravages of fire.
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Parents Seek 
Board Action
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Supertrain Whisks Rusk

Editor, Presf-Heralcl
This is an open letter to 

the Board of Education of 
. the Torrance Unified School 
District regarding double 
tessions at Hickory School.

The purpose of the letter 
Is to demand that the Board 
take immediate action to re 
solve the problem of double 
sessions at the Hickory 
School.

Despite the fact that this 
matter was first submitted 
to the Board on April 25. 
1966, no positive action has 
yet been taken to relieve 
the problem.

At the May 2, 1966, meet 
ing of the School Board, a 
recommendation was made 
that trailers be leased as 
an interim solution to the 
classroom shortage problem. 
The taxpayers were advised 
that this was a short term 
problem, and that trailer 
leasing would not be favor 
able to public opinion. Since 
the taxpayers' funds arc 
currently available, we fail 
to see how the use of these 
funds insure an adequate 
education for our children 
could possibly be unfavor 
able to anyone

The taxpayers are aware 
that funds are now available 
in uncommitted reserves 
and and that the reserve 
position is substantially in 
excess of recommended re 
quirements. The Board is 
reminded that this is the 
taxpayers' money, that the 
taxpayers voted a school tax- 
override to ensure the best 
possible education for their 
children, and the same tax 
payers now demand that 
their tax money, which is 
available, be used for that 
purpose.

All taxpayers who are in 
terested in avoiding a sub 
standard level of education 
for their children at the 
Hickory School are en 
couraged to attend the Aug. 
1 meeting of the Board of 
Education at 7:30 p.m.

This letter was proposed 
by representatives of the 
homeowners associations of 
the Hickory School area. Or 
ganized groups and individ 
uals will attend the Aug. 1 
meeting, demanding that the 
Board take positive and

necessary action to resolve 
•hf double sessions situa 
tion at Hickory School
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the California Retailers As 
sociation. the Managing Di 
rector of which Is Vincent 
D. Kennedy, with offices in 
Los Angeles. San Francisco. 
and Sacramento. A recent
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2. If you are using argu

She Disagrees
Editor, Pres's-IIcrald

Regarding your article "A 
Case of Deception," Sunday, 
.'uly 24, vou have your 
values a little mixed up.

Consumers are not being 
told — Consumers are doing 
the telling! We do nted laws 
to protect us in the market 
place. You say that we 
have the impression there is 
something dishonest about 
the mass distribution sys 
tem? How about that!

I can see you are defend 
ing the system, but why? It 
has overstepped its boun 
daries and actually become 
dishonest with itself. How 
honest is this:

A Mb. loaf of bread is 
about 15 oz.; a 1 Ib. pkg. of 
potato chips is 14 oz; a half 
quart of liquid refreshment 
is 15 oz.; "5c off" is only 
stamped on after the price 
has been raised 5 cents.

A homemakcr has to be 
an expert with a slide rule 
to be her own policeman, 
and a psychologist to resist 
all the gimmicks and come- 
ons designed to tempt her 
to buy!

"So she can take her pa 
tronage elsewhere," y o u 
state.

She is still stuck with "an 
unsaleable box of cereal or 
soap," and the manufactur 
er (cunning creature) still 
has her 39 cents.

If those not quite truth 
ful advertisers or those not 
quite ethical manufacturers 
concentrated on quality and 
fairness, we would have no 
need for all those "Truth in 
Packaging bills''

MRS. ROXANNE MUISE 
4017 Bluff Street
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We Quote...

tile plants. She needs all 
three, and is believed to be 
assembling plants in one or 
two categories for sale.

Mr. Rusk, as a proponent 
of the American "boycott" 
of Red China, is compelled 
to oppose such sales, and It 
is a stalemate in American- 
Japanese relations. •* -fr •-
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Campaign Against Egypt 
Added to Military Lore
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Morning Report:
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