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Let's End Voting Game
Among the many diversions of the City Council, 

probably none is as unrewarding to the citizens as the 
voting game played several times a week by that au 
gust body.

Under long-standing rules of procedure, the coun- 
cilmen vote by the alphabet with the presiding officer 
voting last. It can and often does lead those in the 
audience to believe that bloc voting is sometimes cre 
ated not because of the issue but because of the re 
action to an earlier vote. Such voting logic is never, 
never admitted, of course: and the only evidence that 
such voting is employed is the uneasy feeling one gets 
during the vote tallying process.

Members of the Torrance City Council are always 
the first to claim their city is a modern, up-to-date 
city. In this respect, however, they must take a back 
seat to others, including their neighbors in Redondo 
Beach, who have installed electronic vote tallying ma 
chines which can eliminate the disadvantages of the 
present voting system.

Buttons at each council station would record the 
councilman's vote and unveil the votes after all have 
voted. If a member wants to switch a vote, that would 
be on the record.

Under present voting procedures, the councilman 
highest on the alphabetical roster always votes first. 
The mayor, as presiding officer, always votes last.

While being high on the alphabetical list is an ad 
vantage at election time, it puts the councilman "under 
the gun" at voting time. Electronic voting could elimi 
nate all of this, and we think it is time our modem, up- 
to-date city had it.

Opinions of Others
Tell the average man there are 270,000.000 stars 

in the universe and he will believe you. Put up a sign 
saying "Fresh Paint" and he will have to conduct an 
investigation.   Lee Batchelor in the Sank Rapids 
(Minn ) Herald and Sentinel.

In a way, studying the universe is a losing game 
in that the more man learns about it, the more he 
finds out he doesn't know about it.   Olin Miller tit 
the Dunconnon (Penn.) Record.

ft -^ ft
No government planner knows enough to write 

standards for the rest of American industry. To work 
effectively, industrial standards must be developed 
under the voluntary consensus principle, with all parties 
at interest including the government participating in 
the job. and with no party dominant or dictatorial.  
A. C. Monteith. senior rice president, Westmghouse 
Electric Corp.
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Courtesy is one of the best helps in traveling 

life's highways. John C. Beckctt, Nashville (Tenn.) 
Independent.
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Current statistics indicate that firearms are the 
agent in some 5,000 homicides and as many as 8,000 
suicides a year, and those figures probably are con 
servative. It goes without saying that many of those 
lives would have been saved if a gun hadn't been 
handy in the moment of greed, despair, or passion. It 
does not seem too much to ask that some effort be 
made to keep firearms out of the hands of the criminal 
or the incompetent. The rule oujht to be at least as 
strict a* that governing use of a car. Highlands (N.J.) 
Star.

Step In The Rig/if Direction
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HERB CAEN SAYS:

Mournful Wail Rings Out 
And a Smoker Swears Off

STAN DELAPLANE

Going Through Customs a 
Guessing Game Always

At precisely 3 p.m. Mon 
day, a loud and mournful 
cry rang out from a far cor 
ner of Johnny Kan's restau 
rant in Chinatown: Mrs. 
Gary Grant (Dyan Cannon) 
hid just snubbed out her 
final cigarette exactly as 
her hypnotist had predicted. 
Her husband, the 63-yr.-old 
wunderkind, beamed. "Give 
me the butt," he said. "I 
think I'll have it put in a 
gold capsule so you can 
wear it around your neck 
on a chain as a reminder" 
. .. Grant continued: "Years 
ago. I went to a hypnotist 
to break the smoking habit. 
It worked. Now Dyan has 
been going, too, and he said 
last week that at 3 p.m. to 
day, she'd stop smoking for 
ever."

Mrs. Grant was already 
beginning to fidget. "After 
all, we have a baby girl   
we have to set a good ex 
ample." . . Interjected Mrs 
Grant: "You're not perfect. 
Gary   you still drink cof 
fee and tea and alcohol." 
Grant, nodding ruefully: 
"I'm not completely drug- 
free, I admit it. But I will 
be yet." . . . Meanwhile 
Cary Grant's presence at 
Kan's was not going un 
noticed among the other 
diners. At a nearby table, a 
woman said loudly to her 
young son: "Go over to that 
corner table and get Cary 
Grant's autograph." The boy 
approached the table, paper 
and pencil in hand, and 
peered blankly at everyone. 
Then he turned around and

yelled: "Hey. Ma, which one 
is Cary Grant 0 " But then, 
he was only 10. He'll learn.

ft ft ft
Footnote: At approximate 

ly the same time. Francis X. 
Bushman, the old-time si 
lent screen hero, was lunch 
ing at Bardelli's. and pro 
viding a more comforting 
example   for me. anyway. 
Grant, at 63, looks about 45, 
but Bushman, at 82, looks 
about 63, and HE is a chain- 

San Francisco

smoker . . . Bushman on 
Los Angeles: "It used to be 
the land of palm trees, 
orange groves and nuts, but 
the palm trees and the 
orange groves have dis 
appeared" . . . Final fan 
magazine fillip: Cary Grant 
spells his wife's name 
"Dian" and pronounces it 
"Die-ann" She spells it 
"Dyan" and pronounces it 
"Dee-ann." Her confidential 
aside: "It's the only thing 
we fight about."

ft TV ft

Hey: Did you catch Direc 
tor John Huston on the 
Johnny Carson show? When 
Carson asked him to name 
some of the actors in his 
'The Bible," ol' John went 
Into a two-minute trance, 
finally shrugging: "Awful 
lot of people in that cast, 
y'know." I thought Huston 
was kidding, but at Trader 
Vic's the other night, he ad 
mitted that "I just went 
blank. Who can remember 
a name like Michael Parks.

anyway? I always forget a* 
tors' names. The only onr^ 
I remember are Bogart and 
and-you know, what's hr 
name." Katharine Hepbunr

ft -it -t

Novelist-pilot Ernest K 
Gann, late of Sausalito. mar 
ried his long-time secty. 
Dodie Post, and has moved 
himself and her to San Juan 
Island (off Seattle), there tn 
fly DC-3s and Cessnas for a 
small airline. ANYthing to 
stay away from the type 
writer . . . Maurice Cheva 
lier will again come to S. F 
(on Aug. 7) to celebrate his 
and Louis Lurie's joint 78th 
birthday   both were born 
in '88   but this time Cha 
valier wants a quiet little 
party rather than the usual 
call - out - the   reserves mob 
scene. He wrote Louis from 
his estate outside Paris 
"We are both getting older 
so what is there to otlr 
brate? .. . Chilly quote from 
a NASA officer: Stop worn- 
ing about World War'111 
start worrying about Spier 
War I" (oh, there's gwxi 
news today!) . . . Kirn No 
vak, who is getting a little 
more zoftig than se«in* 
strictly necessary, weekffld- 
ed here with Mr. Cralg. Her 
hairdresser, and even,^ie 
doesn't know for sure - . 
Wilt the Stilt Chamberkin 
sidled up to the craps title 
at the Sahara Tahoe -~3dl 
7'2" of him   and sldfed 
away $5,000 richer. It helps 
to have a long reach?  

Here are some recent ex 
periences going through 
Customs: England allowed 
me to take over limit cigar 
ettes when 1 said I was 
going on to France in a 
week.

France: Didn't open my 
bags. Spain and Italy didn't 
ask me to open the bags. In 
Switzerland, the Customs 
man said: "If you have any 
thing to declare, take your 
bags to that counter. If you 
haven't, you can leave." Ger 
many made a very mild in 
spection.

Japan: Had me open the 
bags. Hong Kong: Had me 
open the bags. The Philip 
pines passed me without 
even asking if I had any 
thing to declare. Tahiti: 
Made a rather stiff inspec 
tion and questioned my 
typewriter. Was I going to 
leave it or sell it?

South America: Several 
countries questioned the 
typewriter. Agentina wrote 
the serial number in my 
passport and checked to see 
that I was bringing the type 
writer out.

ft ft ft
"We will take a tour of 

the Orient and would like 
to know what we can bring 
back . . ."

Watch out for anything 
that could have been made 
in Red China. It won't enter. 
Make the shop give you a 
Certificae of Origin from 
the U.S. Consul showing it 
was made in Hong Kong. 
Watch out for the carved 
furniture sold in Japan.

Travel

tween Toluca and Mexico 
City. If it gets too cold, turn 
off at Toluca on the road 
down to Ixtapan de la Sal 
and then to warmer Cuer- 
navaca.

"We would like to spend 
the winter months in Ma 
deira which you recommend 
as inexpensive. Could you 
tell us the hotel?"

ROYCE BRIER

Creeping Giantism Gainsi 
A Foothold in California^

Some of 
China.

it come* from

ft ft ft

"We would like to drive 
through the West on tha 
most scenic route with some 
historical points to show the 
children."

Morning Report:
Abe Mffl/fnfcoff is on vocation. His "Morning 

Report" will be resumed on hit return.

Abe Mellinkoff

TOO MANY COOKS

Each person is allowed 
1100 worth duty free. 
That's retail vslue   what 
you actually paid for it. Any. 
thing given to you has to 
be declared. Same for cloth 
ing even though you've 
worn It.

Don't go along with shops 
that offer to give you a re 
ceipt showing less than you 
paid We sll buy the same 
things. Customs men see 
them every dsy. Know what 
they cost, snd such gim 
micks just irritate theVn.

Any Standard Oil station 
will give you a planning 
form to fill out. You send it 
in. and they send you a 
marked map and folders 
with background all slong 
the route It's free.

I did this recently While 
I didn't agree with the en 
tire routing, it's a matter of 
opinion. It certainly looked 
tike a good basic starter.

Humble has a route plan 
ning department. You have 
to have their credit card, 
and become a member of 
their travel club. There's a 
small monthly membership 
fee, but quite a few bene-. 
fits go with it.

ft ft ft
"What route would you ad 

vise In Mexico City? We gt> 
In December."

Reid's is 'the No. 1 hotel
  Churchill used to come 
there to paint. Sadly, the 
price line seems to have 
broken. Three years ago, 1 
paid $5 a day with three 
meals and the afternoon Bri 
tish tea. A recent price list 
shows it's now a minimum 
$10. And they now charge 
for tea.

They list s Pensao Quinta 
ds Rlbeira as de luxe at 
about $5.50  with all meals. 
And several first class hotels
  Savoy. Santa Isabel are 
listed at $7 or so with meals 
Still a pretty well-priced 
island. Warm weather. Good 
food and wine.

ft ft ft

Yes, I do answer mail di 
rectly. A self-addressed busi 
ness size envelope helps. 1 
often want to send bulky en 
closures, snd they don't 
stuff In those small envel 
opes.

Probably the most com 
plete demographic study of 
California for popular con 
sumption has just been is 
sued by Population Refer 
ence Bureau. The firm's bul 
letins have been a large fac 
tor In American conscious 
ness on a world scale of the 
population explosion.

The Bulletin sets forth an 
astounding and ominous 
trend in the state. Anybody 
wanting to be Governor of 
California in the next dec- 
sde should study it, because 
it portends as big a prob 
lem as ever faced any man. 
But the problem also faces 
the 19 million Californlans. 

Consider: on the eve of 
the Gold Rush, there were 
14.000 non - Indians In the 
state. In 117 years this hss 
increased 1,348 times, most 
ly In the last 40 years.

No other human region 
has seen such In Increase by 
migration alone. In a growth 
of 5.1 million between 1950 
snd I960, 61 per cent was

natural causes. The national 
figure is 9.4 per cent by mi 
gration, almost 90 per cent 
by natural causes. 

ft ft ft
Acceleration by migration 

alone is unexampled. From 
1850 to 1900, 11 was under 1 
million; from 1900 to 1930, 
3.2 million, from 1930 to 
1960, 6.5 million.

But it is the relation of

World Affairs
this host to the land and 
to the total environment 
(called the ecology) which is 
of most concern. You drive 
into the country and it looks 
open and peaceful, but it 
Isn't.

The state's area Is 100 
million acres, but less than 
half of It is tillable soil, 
even if you include the des 
erts, when and if they get 
water. Yet currently about 
1.4 million acres a year goes 
under the bulldozer Hence 
there will be no tillable soil

years. But an almost telal 
disaster of land-use willie 
upon the state in a mifch 
shorter time, probably 35 
years. -

Thus a creeping giantijm 
has come to California, and 
it would require double tie 
livable acreage just to alleirt- 
ate it.

* ft ft

This giantism involves 
much more than land ab 
sorption. For, to support 
their population, the Califor 
nlsns must manufacture as 
well as raise foodstuffs, and 
they get about ss no other 
human group ever did.

Here are problems in 
waste and pollution. The 
Bulletin quotes a survey of 
Aerojet - General Corpora 
tion, saying city wastes in 
the next 30 years will In 
crease from 12 to 40 million 
tons annually, agricultural 
wastes from 13 to 18 million 
tons.

by migration, 39 per cent by it ill at this rate In 30

WILLIAM HOGAN

I like the West Coast 
route, Highway 15. It will b« 
fairly cool then. Return 
through Laredo, the short 
route. It could be cold In 
the high country. I've run 
into snow on the pass be-

Dashiell Hammett Shown 
Briefly in Short Memoir
Most interesting section of tell the House Committee 

Knockover," re- on Un-American Activities 
the names of contributors 
tn a left-wing defense fund

We Quote.
It was like building t 

house without plans . . We 
have ad-libbed with millions 
of taxpayers' dollars.   
Sen George Murphy on anti- 
poverty war.

*.!t

If he does not insist on 
Utopian prescriptions, the 
moralist can enrich public 
policy, give it a broader 
vision, engender hope and 
tolerance.   Dr. William P. 
i;erberding, UCLA.

 ft ft ft
One reason for failure in 

our foreign policy is that we 
have- tried to foul our cul 
ture on people who felt they 
had a more sophisticated 
culture than we, and who 
consider ui barbarians.  

Avery Brundsge. AAU and 
Olympic executive.

 ft ft ft
When you're poor, you're 

always thinking of the 
things you'll do when you 
get money. Now that I've 
got money, I can't seem to 
remember what it was 1 
wanted   Roger Miller, 
folk singer.

All cars are safe, except 
for the nut that holds the 
steering wheel   Henry 
Schoeppe. San Francisco. 

~ii ''? %i
Children must be pre 

pared emotionally for learn 
ing before we start cram 
ming their minds with facts 

-Marilyn H Axtell, Hunt- 
ington Heat If,

"The Big
lected stories and short nov 
els by Dashiell Hammett, is 
the introduction by the play 
wright Ullian Hellman. who 
edited the book and who, 
she now reveals publicly, 
loved Hammett and lived 
with him off and on over the 
last 30 years of his life. Miss 
Hellman'i Introduction In 
effect is a memoir, a aeries 
of cautious glimpses of the 
tough, Hemingway-like fig 
ure whose Ulent dried up 
as his capacity for alcohol 
soared and who was plagued 
by some persecution during 
the McCarthy era

This is a strange, highly 
personal tribute to the tal 
ented, neurotic author of 
successes in the private eye 
genre '"The Maltese Fal 
con," "The Thin Man") But 
Miss Hellman, it seems to 
me, leaves out as much ss 
she putt Into her memoir. 
It does not reveal enough ot 
Hsmmett, the man, the char 
acter, the writer, the lover, 
the Marxist intellectual who 
served a jail term in the 
early 1950s for refusing to

iHammett told Miss Hell- 
man he did not know any 
such names. Why, then. had 
he not testified to that ef 
fect? "1 hate this damn kind 
of talk." ha replied, "but 
maybe I better tell you that 
if it were more than jail, if 
it were my life, 1 would give

Books____
it for what 1 think democ 
racy Is and I don't let cops 
or judges tell me what 1 
think democracy is . . .">

Miss Hellman lets a little 
light on Hammett* shine 
through a carefully guarded, 
partially open door, but only 
enough to whet s reader's 
interest. The door is quickly 
shut, and the light vanishes 
In a most frustrating way 
for the reader

"The Big Knockover" it 
self is something less than 
the best of Hsmmett Most 
of the stories were written 
in the 1920s, tales of vio

lence that appeared in pulp 
magazines 'Black Mask, 
chiefly) These stories were 
Hammett'n s p p r entlceshlp 
for the rousing novels that 
followed Hammett was at 
ways the innovator snd his 
characters as complex as the 
writer himself A Hammett 
fan cannot fsil to be Inter 
ested in this sampling of the 
master's early work.

ft ft ft 
The extraordinary 14-page 

memoir is just interesting 
enough to irritate a reader 
No matter what one thinks 
of A E. Hotchner, he did 
put down in arresting style, 
and for the sake of literary 
history, the whole truth ss 
he saw it of Hemingway's """ 
bad years of decline. Per 
haps such a record was im 
possible for Miss Hellman. 
because of this emotional 
involvement with Hammett 
But these brief shafts of 
light through a partially- 
opened door suggest that 
she aiight have been up to a 
full personal and literary 
record If she had tried

Of air pollution, the Bul 
letin speaks of the "micro 
climate" of California free 
ways. "A profound tension 
is crested . . . between Isnd 
snd people, between reality 
snd hope, with the present 
drawn tsut . . ." It suggests 
human ecology has about 
reached a limit in Califor 
nis, snd can hsrdly get more 
complex and be solved by 
piecemeal attack.

This is the problem In 
outline. We all have a vague 
background conscious 
ness of unique growth, but 
we seem to assume It will 
level out and solve Itself 
There is no evidence it will, 
and there Is massive evi 
dence of the need of mis 
sive plans to solve it.

..
UM crowds into the*lr««.


