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Ry VIM lAT THOMAS 
A«semhl\man, tiHlh District
Hopes that California's 

aged, as well as I hose receiv 
ing all types of public assist 
ance, will be given broader
medical ca
ment sii| wrted insurance
program 
brigtenei 
AssembU 
approval t

c under a govern-

cre considerably 
ecently when an 
ommittee gave its 

key medical
care bill. Sponsored by the

California Medical Associa- both short term and major days.
jtion. and introduced by thcjmediial CHIT by utilization of) Tne syslem of "extended 
chairman of the Assemblyiall existing voluntary and jn-|health services' 1 would in- 
Committee on Social Welfare,Isured medical care programs (dude only inpatient care, in- 

(the measure would tie fed-JTIie "basic medical care"jcluding hospital care lasting 
eral, state, and county finan-lsystcm would include health'more than fiO days, nursink 
cial support into a massive care and related remedial or'home care of more than 30 jheadth care program for an preventive services, bulidays. or care in a rehabilita- 'estimated 900.000 Califor-would exclude hospital care tion center lasting morc than 

Inians lasting more than BO days, an as yet unspecified numberThe measure would pro-'nursing home care more than of day's, 
vide for two complementary|30, and care in rehabilitatiin; • • • 
systems intended to provide centei lasting more than 30 TIIK BASIC system would

RING

I be financed by an appropria 
tion from the state treasury 
(the limit is still loft blank 
in the bill), the frdcral par 
ticipation would be used to 
offset the amount otherwise 
necessary. The extended 
services would be similarly 
financed, but the existing up 
per limit of $380 per year 
per patient has been left in 
the bill. The fixing of the 
precise limits on appropria

tions hinges on the amounts, 
actually appropriated by Con- 1 
gress for the health care scc-j 
tions of the major Social Se- 1 
curity Act bill which has new 
passed the House of Repre 
sentatives in a compromise 
form which permits the util 
ization of existing health care 
systems, and is under consid 
eration in the Senate.

"Health care services" are 
defined in the broadcast pos

sible terms. They include,Full freedom to select medl« 
services of physicians and cal practitioners would bt 
other licensed practitionersipreserved, and eligible per- 
of thr healing arts, care in'sons would be issued idcntifl- 
any covcrnmentallyoperated,; ca , |on d   
or licensed medical facility,; . ...
private duty nursing, labora- ceive care wit,tout red tape.

WHAT MAKES this partie*
lory and X-ray services, den 
tistry, prescriptions, eye 
glasses, and many others.Iular bill almost unique in our 
Eligible are persons receiv- history of welfare legislation
ing any kind of public assist 
ance, families of children de-

is that potent groups, ordi 
narily found on opposite 

pendent on aid. and "medi- sides of basic welfare issues, 
cally indigent' 1 persons not;have united in its support, 
receiving public assistant.'It's news when the Medical 
whose incomes and resources!Association and the Institute 
are found insufficient forjof Social Welfare team up oa 
'both living and medical care.lbehalf of a measure.
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