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Assignment TV
By TERRENCE O'FLAHERTY
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i> be/ft ;i.jt.;«ij it makes wjfc slop and 
said an wonder if Ihc industry Head- 
•"•••• : "'--Vf. the remotest idea 

•re of comments »**, 
•9.*>out television in the 

.'.TnerK'an living room during 
| the course of an evening. 
| If commands are someday 
jto be obeyed, an astonishing 
(number of television sets ars 
* going to find themselves 
jumping into the lake with 
out taking the time to pull 

itite plug out of the wali. 
1 RCA, of course, envisions 1 he 
!human %-oice saying "Tune to 
jChannei 4" or "Goodnight 
Johnny Carson," but i have =..-„-.- ..„-, ,. ,..-vs for them. A

ii» say "You 
•; set back to the

manufacturers and ..."

YOU'LL HAVE to watch 
<uir conversation in froiU o(
•'MS set When your wift 
onus in and say«. "Good 

| night, honey," the television 
turns off Or if your wife 
tells you to shut up iwbich is 
more likely than "Good night, 
honey") the television mjqr 
obey before she does. T h * 
possibilities are endless. The 
dangers are everywhere. 

i "Scientist* at our Prince- 
ton laboratories have ob 
tained a patent for a syllable 
analyzer that takes spoken 
words apart and compresses 
them into electronic code," 

; continued W, Waller Watts, 
'the RCA spokesman, execu 
tive vice president. "In its 
present form the analyzer can 
recognize about 200 sylla 
bles." * « «

THAT'S ABOUT right for 
] the average American hom« 
dialogue when the television 
set is on, I would guess — 
probably too many. With con 
versation rapidly becoming 
a lost art ail over the land, 
there will soon be no need for 

'anything but the most basic 
] worts anyway, starting with 
jthc following vocabulary for 
] viewing: 
1 On

Off
Hell Damn
Bathroom
Refrigerator
Coffee
Beer
Quiet
lousy

With the addition of a few 
prepositions, and in belter- 
educated aretes, sdjeftJTas, 
the whole spectrum of human 
communication while viewing; 
.television can be readily ua- 
jdersiood. University of Cali- 
jiornla students and mom 
| start like Eva Marie Saint 
ican get along with even 
jshortfr words,

I THINK ITS just dandy 
that RCA sets will toon be 
able to obey our order*. What 
Fm worried about is ihis: 
when we will start having to 
obey orders from ttw tele 
vision set*

"la 10 to 20 years the tele 
vision picture tube should 
five way to « thin screen, on* 
or two inches thick, and Urge 
enough to cower a living room 
wall or small enough to fit 
into « pocket." concluded 
RCA.

la hut grim prophecy 
1«M" George Orwell to- 

vistoned the giant police state 
of "Big Brother. " where tb» 
home television set could be 
used for viewing eillu-i way — 
you could watch Big Brother 
and Big Brother could waUh 

(you. The glare of Oie picture 
| could be dimmed a little but 
lit coutd never be turned off.
•The TV set of 1884 was de- 
;K-ribe<? a<- '•» thin screen 
; large enough »o cover the iiv- 
'iog room wall . .. "

Hui it never obeyc'l Ik* 
.viewers' rontntsndt. 
, Good night, General Sar- 
noff!

iTracl Approved

tiiv.'jii ;i jv.-ftr jjsc HariK>r 
iFreeway overpass at Tor> 
(r«iice Boulevaud have been 
; approved by tbe Uegioiul 
Ftanning Commicsion. 

: Owner Dan E. Butcher, 
;2SH Torrance Blvd., will sub- 
; divide the area for 28 single- 
i family lots,
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