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i SPENT some time with
this giant-Fathersymbol va-
cationing in New York in his
isuite at the Waldorf Astonia.
He had some outspoken
‘things to say about his role,
the producer of the series,
and actors who complain
aoout their parts. Not 2ii of
them complimentary.

“] was a dull sonof-agun
{for the first dozen episodes
iand at time the part was s0
i pooTiy writlen i couldn't be-
‘lieve my eyes,” Greene said.
“They had me saying things
'tike ‘Jumping Jehosaphat”
jand ‘Fire and brimstone!”
{Looking back on it, it's &
{miracle I'm still on the air.

“i pleaded with them (0
give me some sort of a sense
u" humor. The writers had
ime going after trespassers
iwith a gun, bollering “What
are you doing on the Ponder-
osn?” A man in his position
iwould be more apt 1o wel
{come & stranger and ask him
{about the outside world, doa’t
iyou think?
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ithe big lover, make jove 1o
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“AND ! DIDN'T want to be
65 years old, either. Sure,
{I've three sons in the script,
ibut my father nad me when
jhe was 191 asked, ‘Why
lcan’t 1 be a man in his 50s,
{a man in the prime of life”
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| pretty young g:rls instead of
jolder women.”

{ The statements of Bonanza's
,producex -writer David Dor-
‘tort in a recent TV Guide
\drew some particularly caus-
itic comment from Greena.
{Dortort said, “Someday T'd
hte to go back tp serious
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“He once said, ‘NBC wanted
‘a Wy star o play Ben Cart-
umg‘.t but 1 wanted Lorne
iGreene because big stars
laren't manageable’ How
iabout that! Michsel Landon
{{Little Joe) told Dortort,
ipluse not to ever use his
name in an interview agan,
and 1 don’t blame him,
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