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Good News for Torrance

Monday's announcement of an expansion program
at the Mobil Gil Co. refinery here is good news for
Torrance

The $80 million project will be two years in the
bullding. will bring as many as 3000 construction
workers to the site during the coming two-vear period,
and will give the city the warld’s most modern petro-
leum refinery when completed, according to Refinery
Manager J. E. Penick

The refinery, long one af the city's major indus-
tries, will take 3 firmer grip on its leadership with
the new program

A lesson to be learned from the announcement
was offered by Mobil Vice President H. J. Peckheiver,
who came here from his New York offices to share in
the announcement.

“The modernization and espansion of the Torrance
Refinery will cost in excess of eighty million dollars.”
he said. “This represents the largest, single construc-
tion expenditure in the company’s histeiy. | meanlion
this just to give you an idez of the profits we must
earn to be able to plow back into the business the funds
necessary to keep our company forward-moving and
competitive ”

The selection of Torrance as the site for this major
construction program should be reassuring to those
who have championed the cause of industry and it

By PHILIP F. WATSON
Los Angeles County Assessor
(Second in & series)

The art of a successful
magician resis on his abil-
iy to direct the attention
of his sudience away from
what he doesn't want it to
see and keep is focused on

Something of the same
“hand is quicker that the
eye” hocus pocus hag leng
surrcunded the three ele-
ments that make up the
property fax — the assess
menis, the tax rate snd the
amount of taxes to be col-

lected.
When the citizenry “ru
up in arms at the size of ita
tax biil, the spending agen-
cies like to point 1o the tax
rate: “Don’t blame us,” they
say, “we held the line on
the tax rate.” Or “I's not
our faglt . . . the tax rate is
only up a few cents™
h - S - G -

The Iimpression created
by the emphasis on the tax
rate is that the
agencies have dome a first-
rate job as long as the tax
rale zemeins (airiy steady.

should be reassuring to ail Torrance homeowners and
taxpayers. The huge refinery pays a substantial part
of the city’s tax bill, and conversely, demands very
little of its services.

We congratulate Mobil for choosing the Torrance
site.

Others Say:
About Reapportionment

American politics has long been mnoted for iis
hezithy and vigerous dissents on a wide spectrum of
political and economic questions. But on one thing the
boady pelitie today is showing remarkable and firm
unanimity of opinion: the dangers fo the various states
inherent in reapportionment of state legislature under
the Supreme Court’s one-man-one-vote ruling.

Speaking before the Califormia Teachers Associa-
tion council in Berkeley, Republican State Senator
Jokm F. MeCarthy, of Marin County, warned of boss
T2 as one of the major dangers of reappartionment
* i3 an historical fact,” he said, “that separate houses
=f 2 state legisiature, separalely coastiluied sre the
sest possible pratection against boss ruje ™

From Las Afigeles. which stands to gain the mast
3y reapportionment, came this admonition from Coup-
¥ Supervisor Warren M. Dorn: “One senator simply
cannot be totally responsible to six million people. But
1% semstors (LA's quota under one-mancne-vote) is
obviousiy too many. . . . We may just as well have a
one house legislature if our present two house system
is to be based solely on population.”

in the District of Columbia. the very influential
lieral newspaper, The Washington Post, peints out
that rising public opinion may well compel Congress
to effer a constitutional amendment “to allow the states
some leeway in apporticning their senates along geo-
graphical and historicai as well as population lines”
The Post conciudes that such an amendment should
“require specific approval of such apportionment plans
by the voters of the state”

That is precisely what Californians in daily increas-
Ing thousands are seeking as they lend their support
to the campaign spearheaded by the Citizens Commit-
tee for Balanced Legislative Representation. With
Committee Chairman James Mussatti, former General
Manager of the State Chamber of Commerce, they
believe that the people of each state should decide how
their own state legislatures are to be constituted, just
as the people of California have decided on four dif-
ferent oceasions when attempts were made to alter our
so-called federal plan.

This is the American way, and if enough voices are
raised Congress will surely grant the people the oppor-
tunity to write that way inte the Constitution.

~California Feature Service
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“One of the great tragedies of the day is the dis-
regard most people have of Congress and its func
tions assigned to it by the Constitution. It is one of
the great changing pelitical values which has been
in process since the depression days. Unless reversed,
it could uitimately lead 1o the last days of a democratic
form of government.'—Lowisville (Ky.) Veice of St
Mathews-Highlands.
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Progress is a wonderful thing. Just by spending
five minutes finding the right directory, another five
searching out the proper code and pumber, then dial-
ing ten digits in faultless sequence. you can get a busy
signal from almost any city in the land! -~ Torrance
Lions Club Bulletir,

People seldom notice oid ciothes if you wear a
big smile.-—Lee Mildon, Monterey County (Calij.j News.
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Fate is a grim joker. The man who climbs a moun-
tain had better be especially careful lhereaﬁer.!est he
stumble on a molehill and break his neck.—Olin Mil-
ler, Thoinaston (Ga.) Times

In most cases it's better to get undesirable m_ings
out in the open, exposed to sunlight. Germs are !:1!1&{
that way, you know.--J. Johnson, The Heavener {Okla.)
Ledger.

ROYCE BRIER

Middle East Riddle Has
U.S. in a Strange Role

A Washington news story,
speculative but probably
true, says the Administra-
tion is’ in a dilemma over
providing arms for Mideast
countries,
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Saudi Arabia becauss of
American oil interasty
there.

We are alse involved in
a hush-hush encourage-
ment of a West German
shipment of 150 tanks to
Isrzel, a deal suspended
when Nasser protested, and
further gerambled in the
squabble over the recenmt
Cairo visit of Ulbricht, the
East German puppetl.
fo talk, though the story is
in all the bars and clubs of
Mideast capitals. American
military aid to Jordan has
been running around $4
million anoually, and we
have sold Saudi Arabia
some surplus aircraft.

Massive military aid to
Turkey was for defense
againgt a Soviet threat, but
the gouthern tier wants
arms only for possible use
against each other, a factor
paturally bearing on the
world peace,

No deubt technical Israel
can, without effort, make
its own planes and tanks, 2

production beyond presemt
Arab capability. But thig is
a2 run of luck the United
States didn't devise.

So it is not readily appar-
ent why the United States
has to play God out there,
unless playing God bhas be-
come 2 latter-day American
avocation, a peint to be de-
bated eisewhere.

As France and the Soviet
Union have also been deal-
ing in Mideast arms, it may
be argued that arms will be
fortheoming suyway. But
this argument begs the ov-
erall question, which is:
why should we provide the
Mideast peopies with means
to blow each other up?

Or, put ancther way:
haven't we enough grief al-
ready in southeast Asia and
middle Africa? If we were
smart we would dump this
whole arms trafiic-—schools
yes guns no. But maybe it's
fun in Washington to play
with the tangle of wires la-
beled intrigue, favor and
counter-favor, not to men-
tion fear and hatred.

WILLIAM HOGAN

Bessie Tells His Story
Of the ‘Hollywood Ten’

“Listea ., , ., The first
thing you have to learn out
here is that you can't make
anything good. They won't
Jet you. The original mate-
rial stinks, but it you play
it right, you can be on top
of the heap in a couple of
years ang making big mon-
ey.” For 3 Hollywood writer
back in the early 19405, this
was Lesson Na, 1,

Alvah Bessie recalis it la
& vivid and most revealing
document an life in the mo-
tion picture industry, and

ally at Warner Bres.,
his employers, in the es-
sentially noncreative peri-
od when the big studio fac.
fory system reigned su-
preme. The book is titled
“Inquisition in Eden™
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This is a first.person ac
count eof the Hollywood
blacklict of the 1940s. it is
very funny and very grim.
it describes the climate of
fear, the betrayals and
bioken f(riendslups ia the
industry that resuited from
the House Committee on
Un-American Activities in-
vestigation of talent which
was alleged to be throwing
subversive ideas onto the
silver screen. (Lesson No, 2
for a screen-writer might
have been that even if he
wanted to throw such idess
into the Hollywood “prod-
uet,” it was impossible to
de so at that time)

Ressie was one of 10 writ.
ers, directors, and produc

ers who stood on their Con-
stitutional rights and re.
fused to testify before the
Committee, They were la-
beled The Unfriendly Ten,
later The Hollywood Ten.
Bessie gerved a year in »
Federal Correctional Insti-
tution in Texas for refusing
io testify — which he still
considers 3 misdemeanor at
best that might have resuit-
ed in a minimal five,
L

The book is narrated in a
disarming, dead-pan fashion
by a fellow who “may be
slightly bilter around the
edges,” and understandably
s0. It appears as a series of
film geripts — cutting from
the prison at Texarkana in
ilm'uos.hnk to Wm Bros,
n the "40s, 1o ington,
other “locations’ Under-
near the madcep snecdotes
of a lowly screen-writer's lod,
the book serves & serious
and important purpose, It
reminds us of the “inquisi-
tion” of that time that
ruined careers (like Bes
sie's) and proved nothing
except, again that the price
of liberty is eternal vig
lance.

No one Is spared in the
process—Jack Warner, the
late producer, Je.ry Wald,
Bessie's colleague and pris-
on mate Herbert Riberman,
Lee J. Cobb, Rette Davis,
Errol Flyan, many others,
inciuding the late Gary
Cooper, whom Bessie por-
tray- as a particularly ob-

noxinus straw man, Bessie's
account of how he tried to
get some reality (certainly
not “subversion”) into his
script for “Objective Bur-
ma” amounts (o wild salire,
("Look, Jerry, there ARE no
American troops in Burma,”
and Jerry Wald says, “So
what? Put in some British
lialson oificers and stop
worrying.”'}

The mad humor here
does not detract from the
book's central and serious
intent, which is to recall a
painful ang baffling time in
our vecent history. It is a
tough and honest document,
and | recommend it.

Quote

A pparenily, expediency
bag replaced integrity in
our culture. -~ Estelle P.
Dwyer, Manhattan Beach.

i My Neighbors

"1 think It's stopped. .

And the spending agencies,
having sbsolved
point toward the Assessor
as thy villign.

Having been 3o indoctri-
nated, it ’s no wounder the

on the tax rate”
s b
Every faxpayer knows that

o

agi). The County’s own ex-
penditures have more than
doubled in the last 10 years

77 per cent.

So take your eye off the
tax rate and look at what's
being gpent,

The tax rate is simply a
mechanical calculation of
the relstion between the

cents figure which indicates
the amecunt of tax due on
every hundred dollars’
worth of assessed value,
4 b -4

If spending increases at
the same rate 8§ Assess-
ments increase, the tax rate
will remain the same but
the amount of taxes you pay
will increase. 1f spending
increases faster than &%
sessed value, the tax rale
will go up and your taxes
will increase proportionate-
iy. In theory, it works in
the opposite direction, t00.
1f spending declines, (axes
go down. But we seldom
see & demenstration of this
side af the theary.

1f assessments and spend.
ing remained constant, there
would never be s change in
the tax rate. But by law,
assessments must reflect the
value in the market. Since,
in the rising economy of the
postwar years. values have
been ingreasing, the assess-
ment roil has shown a
steady climb. By itself, this
would not mean
higher taxes. The asstss-
went is simply & statement
of the Assessor's opinion of
value.

»
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BY ITSELF. YOUR AS.
SESMENT CAN'T RAISE A
PENNY'S WORTH OF
TAXES.

The assessment only be-
come significant in relation
of how much money a tax-
ing agency votes to spead
If assessed wvalue increases,
it is not only possible to
raise more taxes on the
same fax rate, it is even
possible 1o raise more reve-
nue with a reduced tax
rate,

This is what I call “The
Tax Rate Game.” By keep-
ing attention focused on the

SACRAMENTO REPORT
Assessor Explains What

He Calls ‘Tax Rate Game’

fax rate, attention can be
diverted away [rom the ac-
fual cause of increasing
faxes, which is the amount
of morey the taxing agen-
cies vote to spend.

A perfect example of how
the tax rate game can be

in one of the cities {hat re-
ceived a sizeable increase in
assessed value a3 a result of
cur update appraisal pro-
gram. The city budget was
not finalized until after the
assessment roll Was com-

When the tax rate

what he does want it 10 see. -

played occurred this year {Continued on E6

HERB CAEN SAYS:

Some Bets on

)

This and That o

YOU CAN BET on it: Men who wear white socks
also carry three pens in their outside breast pocket;
the same guy who announces “I haed besucoup mar-
tinis last night” will say “Well, I'll be suing you” when
he leaves; old women who smoke cigarettes on the
street will stand off the curb while waiting for the
“Walk" sign, and will curse when vour car almost
grares them; the joker who asks “Stop me if you've
heard this one” won't, and you have; the man who
says “Tll bet vou don't remember me"
bet and look mad anyway.

Wondering muse: How come the millionaires who
charge onto the front pages to announce they're going
to “save” gomething never do?

Add things that start the day ail wrong {(and that
happens more and mare frequently as you grow older):
Getting out your personal phone book -— and drawing
a pencil line through the name of a friend who has
just died.

% % =

CHANGING TIMES: When you move info a neigh-

borhood with a pretty park nearby, your first thought

is not likely to be “Is it sunny in the daytime?” but ¢

“Is it safe at night”” {Same pitch: During the depres-
sion, we worried about grass growing in the sireets;
now we worry about the streefs growing in the grass.
And: From tearing down old buildings that should
have been saved, we've progressed to putling up new
buildings that should be torn down).

I forget who said it but it sticks in the mind: “The
two greatest menaces in the world today are Commu-
nism and anti-Communism ™

Who needs: The outsized rear of these nuity lit-
tle motorcycles (and the childish antics of the nuis
who drive them)? Down-the-nose headwailers who con-
fuse rude pomposity with elegant manners? who
carry on long personal conversalions on p:m’lu?
Menus bigger than the table you're seated at? Show-
biz types who describe a2 man as “beautiful — he's
really a beautiful man”? Radio stations that play com-
mercials between the movements of a symphony?

b4 b+ 4 ™

NIGHTMARE SOUNDS: The electronic shriek of
the telephone when you misdial. The maddeningly in-
sistent beep-beep-beep of a city bus making a right
turn. The split second of unearthly silence between
the screech of skidding tires and ihe crash of metal
metal against metai. The yelp of a dog hit by a car, the
flapping of a curtain through a broken window, the
wail of a baby in an untended carriage on the street.

3 ot L -

CHARACTER STUDY: She sailed into the Cap-
tain's Cabin of Trader Vic’s like a Yankee Clipper
under full canvas—her head high under a fantastic
hat of white feathers, her eyes and jewels gleaming,
her voice gruff, tough, and gravelly. As she marched
0 her table, the other diners stopped in mid-conver
sation or mid-bite to follow her progress: here was A
Person, She sat down, looked fiercely around the room
and proceeded to drink and smoke, talk and joke.
When she paraded out, two hours later, every eye
again followed her and every face smiled: Sophie
Tucker, “The Last of the Red Mot Mamas™ is still
exuberantly alive, and at 81, she promises to outlast
us ail.
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CAENDID CAMERA: Lili 8, Cyr, who's 4i-some-
thing but doesn’t look it, and her current boy friend,
Lorenzo, who looks about 27, looking daggers 2t each
other in Enrico's Coifee House; everybody loves a
lovers’ quarrel . , . Myrna Loy ringsiding at the Condor,
while the joint’s young press agent stage-whispers:
“Wha's Myrna Loy?” (You gotta fee sorry for him—
missing her and William Powell in “The Thin Man")
+ « - Screenstar Richard Egan at the airport, wearing
dark glasses big as pie plates and an eleetric suit so
shiny it must have been plugged in . . . Screenstar
Ann-Margret and her steady feller, Roger Smith, at
Mingei-ya, the Japanese restaurant, eschewing chop-
sticks and forking away American style.

Morning Report: -

President Johnson s fighting a two-fromt war,
thank you. South of the Potomac, he has Alabama, and
& long way West of it, he has Vietnam. The only con-
nection between the two is that a few people think he
sent the Marines to the wrong front.

1t's too early 1o say exactly how and when he will
end either war. But the nicest thing about any conflict

is that eventually it ends in negotiation Both of these
will.

In the meantime, however, the President is los-
ing no political points. He has the Republicans in Con-
gress on his side in getting Negroes their right to vote
and South Vietnamese their right to live, The two-
party system may never again be the same.

Abe Mellinkoff a

will win {he
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