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Alabama Street
Scene Revisited

We have a small child in our house, a little
girl. She has learned to turn television on by her-
self and often does so for the company it gives
ber. She seldom looks at it, but sits before it play-
ing with her toys, lips pursed in that sober con-
centration of the very young.

The other morning, when I glanced in, she
was bent over a small red tennis shoe, painstak-
ingly removing the lace. On the screen, just above
her head, a white-helmeted officer was striding
forward, a club in his hand.

The picture was fuzzy. 1 realized it was 2 film
clip of the receni violence in Selma. Ala, when
State troopers tear-gassed Negro demonsirators as
they knelt to prav and then clubbed them as they
ran. 1 paused to watch, fascinated.

The body of a woman was Iying in the street,
face down. The officer stopped for 2 moment. look-
irg down at the woman without expression, the
ciub swinging loosely in his hand. He seemed about
to poke her with it. She moved slightly. He walked
on.
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How strong and secure he looked in his un-
wrinkled uniform, with his helmet, badge, club
and pistol, each just so. How crumpled and help-
less the woman looked, sprawled on the pavement,
her shapeless black coat flopped around her in
disarray.

I thought of how she must have felf, kueeling
and praying as the officers advanced, faith in her
God, faith in her cause, faith in the Christian prin-
ciple of non-violence. I thought of how it must
have been when the blows fell and I winced, as
one does at vicarious pain. How I envied her that
faith.

And 1 thought of the officer and how he must
have felt when he swung the club. He was simply
following orders, he was simply doing his job. Yet
how hard it must be for any man 1o hit an unre-
sisting woman with a club.

He must have had to steel himself as he
raized it. He must have relished the blind release
of violence as do we all. He must have had to justi-
fy himself with an inward cry of “uppity nigger!”
But, above zll, he must have had fo close off a cor-
ner of his mind, callous it over, seal it up. Sudden-
ly, 1 felt deeply sorry for him. What a cruel thing
to happen fo any man.

He was truly the less for their brief encounter.
And ‘she was truly more. At that moment I saw
clearly that she, lying there, was the victor; and
he, standing there, the vanquished.
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The little girl looked up, Jaceless tennis ¢-oe
held high in triumph. “See!” she said. Her head
was framed by four officers, advancing, clubs in
hand. I swilched the station to a cartoon about a
silly bear and a silly dog. She turned and watched,
momentarily absorbed.

But in my mind’s eye the old image lingered
—the sturdy officer standing over the crumpled
woman. ! devoutly hoped that she, now that she had
won the baitle, would rise up and march forward
to kneel again and again un'il she had won the
war.

For | deeply believed that this woman, sprawled
face down on a dusty Alabama street, the victim
of her own faith in non-violence, was the hope of
the world. And of the little girl
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A Message for Him

Flhe pennant ¥

\if their hitting improves, The
press reports have been fa-
vorable ™

Frask Boimilia, Senior

| ‘COUNT MARCO SAYS

He’s Dreaming Up New Trophy

1 presented my first Sloppy

Venus Award to an East Coast
manufacturer of women’s hats,
Now I must decide what kind of
award to present to Trans World
Airlines.

However, this one shall be an
award of merit, not for flying,
but for creating a regulation
against anti-feminism and stick-
ing to it.

While awaiting my plane’s de-
parture from San Francisco for
New York, I was a guest of TWA
in its private Ambassador Club,
a sort of resting place for the
quiet moment hetween planes.
seasoned traveler who wishes a

1 wes ot first startled, then de-
lighted, when my sensitive hear-
ing picked up the voice of the
club’s hostess, holding the door
tightly against an unpleasant in-
vasion, soying fo a female de-
mandinig entrance, “I'm sorry,
but # is the policy of ihis ciub
not fo pereit women in
sherts to enter here”

Sovry?

She should have
have
o't come in hiere m

] do not know

add
1 am delighted

s 1 would

1o SOy you
$lucks ™

what polctes

other major airline clubs such as
Pan A’s Chipper Club and Amer-
ican's Admiral’s Club have, and
1 don’t know if they are as strict
as TWA, which requires that men
must wear coalt and tie and
women must be in dresses. It's
50 nice fo know that someone be-
lieves not only in the future of
aviation but also in the future of
women, and so holds firm to a
principle.

If only TWA would go a lit-
tle further and require proper
dress, not only from the Ambass-
ador Club but for all its women
passengers as weil, what a great
service it could do for this coun-
try. 1 imagine, though, that if
this were so, Los Angeles would
have to be dropped from the air-
line's schedule.

I cannot for the life of me un-
derstand what excuse you can
possibly give for boarding a

plane wearing slacks. The longest
flight

coast to coust is ondy five
v, uo matter which airiine
i ce. It's cleaw, comfortable
and elegont. So why slacks?

I you are so intent on going as
a slob, then perhaps you should

investigate one of those air
freight lines instead, and be
shipped along with the other bag-
gage.

My aunt the Contessa used to
say, “No woman ever- travels
without hat and gloves.™ It was
of course understood that you
wore a dress too. And those were
the days when travel was not
only an adventure, it was usually
a dirty one with sool creeping
through the windows of the cars,
which may have been plush but
were not air conditioned and
were soiled with days and days
of crosscountry travel

So wiy, my dears, with jet
travel, do you find it necessary
not only to go without hat and
gloves, but in disguise as a man?
The more tndustry iries 1o make
your fwes easier, the sloppier
ywou get,

Whenever I see one of you not
properly attired for travel, I
must assume either thut this is
your first trip and you dou’t
know any belter, or it's your fast
trip and you don't care. You're
already at the end of the world
and ready to jump off. May 1 be
the first to give you a push?
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jblew her stack right there in rassed that boy about his hair-'and then spitting the pit out . bart Doyle, Freshmaa
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| Last might it happenedaunting insult after another. hoin-nnnnnnng'—and  every- The Dudg-
{again. We were at 2 party|l was so uncomfortable I ac- one turns around to see what =% Dkave a

season, I'd like to se~ them
A person | know has an.n the series against the

\and one of the guests brought tually got indigestion hébpenad. better record
iher sister from Toledo. All I We teach our children to lp I:yld this person recently and 3 tmu-{
said was, “That giri should respect their elders but how th Fiteam. They

at she should get rid of the pave 5 little

inever wear anything but a can we expect children to be olive pit by depositing it in/gf verything

isweater for two very good respectful in the face of such p.. napkin and then placinglii takes 1
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Bishop High
Hosts Meeting

Bishop Montgomery High
School is one of 26 area high
. ischools which will host the
- iregional meeting of the Cali.
fornia Scholarship Federa-
tion at Loyola University
March 27

% | it eute a plate. The corvect
ered excuse thet you dida't | way to get rid of an olive
pit Is simply to use your

fingers.

wish to offend your host |
doesn’t cut any mustard |
with me, Bub.

We see increasing evi-
dence of gullessness, snd |
we see it everywhere, Peo-
ple doa't want to get in .
velved. They are afrald of

Dear Eight: There's an
old Helirew expression that
loses a fot in transiation
but I think you'll get the
idea: 30 vou don’t want to
hear a oot voul, don't slep

on s o losing a buek, or a vole, or Montgomery siudents will

a client o7 a friend prepare information pickets
Dear Ann Lenders: Davemt Vou should have spoken for the 150 schools which
v 1 vigited in the homs of

v and told the adult it was
really none of his business |

te (Wil be represented al the
{Iriends. There were seven AT \meeting.



