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Playing Blind Man 9s Bluff Chapel Urging Branch 
Of 6CaP for Torrance
Early Torrance 
Resident, Civic 
Leader Is Dead

Richard R. (Dick) Smith, 
ne of the city's earliest resi 

dents and its second mayor, 
was buried yesterday follow- 
ng his death this week just 

before his 94th birthday.
Mr. Smith, who was born 

on April 22, 1872, received 
the first building permit for

home in the newly founded 
city of Torrance in the winter 
of 1912 and built the family 
home at 2004 Carson St., a 
home he was to occpuy for 
the next 47 years. In recent 
years, he and Mrs. Smith 
have resided at 1817 Flower 
St. in Torrance.

DURING HIS 54 years a; 
a Torrance resident, Mr 
Smith was one of the city' 
most active citizens. He be

IN CORNER POCKET Negotiating -orm- of the ritv's better traveled corners 
Is a dally lest in derring-do for many Torrance motorists as these on-the-spot 
pholm show. Signs, weeds, and other ohjrrls har a clear view of many busy in 
tersection*. In the photo almvr, tun r»r\ are npprnnrhlng from the left, one is 
visible, Ihe other is nnl. Below, j car Is hidden by weeds il popped out in front 
of this vrhlrlr just niter the pirlurr «a« taken.

(Prats-Herald Photos by Gordon Akers)

A City Council Majority 
To Be Elected by Voters

Calm Duo 
Takes TV 
Sets, Cash

Two unhurried gunmen 
scaped from a Torrance 

.elevision store Thursday eve 
ning with $70 in cash and 
.wo television sets.

Elvas F. Whittenberg, 44, 
owner of a store at 2223 Tor 
rance Blvd., told police the 
two men entered his store 
about 8 p.m. and began dis 
cussing the purchase of a

lhamber of Commerce, 
only form of city government 
present in the early years, 
and after the city's incor 
poration, served as its second 
mayor from April, 1922, until 
April, 1925.

Mr. Smith came to Turrance 
with the city's first industry, 
the Union Tool Co.. now the 
National Supply Division of 
Armco. During World War I. 
he v/as a member of the 
local draft board that sat in 
Redondo Beach, and con 
tinued that role through 
World War II when he sat as 
a member of the War Labor 
Board and as a member of 
Appeal Board No. 12 for the 
Selective Service System. His 
service earned for him the 
Selective Service achievement 
medal and two certificates 
from President Franklin D 
Roosevelt.

fllCHAIU) R. SMITH 
Early Mayor Die.,

Nearly "0.500 resident* are 
eligible to cast ballot* *n Tues- tanning topless attire In pub-
.«..,  mi,n4oi n.i day i munlclp.1 for for
i mayor, three members ol
ihe City Council, a clly trc«»-
uror. and city clerk

Voter* also will be asked lo

imendments to the city's char 
ler. On« ol the proposal* 
would writ* Into the charter

jmivitions of an ordinance Press-Herald has endorsed the 
bids of incumbent Ken Miller 
and of Orln I'. (Bud) Johnsons. while the other two 

l wou|d |ncrca|lc M| .
,, r|cs (lf , (|e mavor tnd i h c 
c ily council

An estimated -10 per cent of 
the eligible voters are expect

form(;r

decide the fate of thrct ed lo go to the poll*. which ' will be open from 7 a.m. un 
til 7 p.m.

The press-Herald. in cdito- 
irials published last Wednes- 
day and Sunday, has recom- 

: mended the re-election of 
| Mayor Albert Isen. who i/"ii |-» . i Mayor Albert isen. wno i<

Lliarge I tltS j»eeklng a third term as may
«; » .. !°r Incumbent City Clerk

TlA/a-i 111 11111 Vet mm W Coil and City
1 WO 111 Jilll , TrtMlirer ThomM (  r, u ,)ort

Two Torrance men were also have been recommended 
arrested on charges of grandjfnr re-election by this news-

cjty manag.

set 
After some 10 minutes,

theft early yeslerdiy after paper 
they were discovered In a 
hot-wired car.

William Fly Porte-. 25 jf 
1027*. Cola Ave , ana John 
Henry Nuttbrock. 23. of 1720 
Cabrlllo Ave., were taken 
into custody about 1 IS am 
at 24650 Crenahaw Blvd

A witness told Torrance po 
lice he had watched the two 
men hot-wire a laic model 
automobile.

er. and banker Kdwurd (Ed 
albert.
A "no" vote on Charter 

Amendments A and B   the 
salary proposals is urged by 
the Press-Herald, while a 
"yes" vote on Amendment C 
 the so-called Go Go Amend 
ment is recommended.

Precinct-by-precinct returns 
will be ' flashed on a screen 
in the city council chambers 
at City Hall Tuesday evening,

or Incumbent City Clerk [beginning about 7:30 p.m. Cof 
fee and doughnuts will be 
served throughout the eve 
ning There will he no coun 
cil meeting Tuesday since it

do it.

HK TRAVELED twice to 
ngland on special assign 

ment for his company and 
he and Mrs. Smith spent two 
ears in Roumania from llMo 
o 1938 where he had been 

nt by National Supply. 
when he returned to lor 

rance in 1938. he was named 
superintendent of industrial 
relations, a post he filled 
untn his retirement in 1946. 

Mr. Smith was a charte 
ember of the Torrance Ma 
nic Lodge 447, and held 

Hfe membership in the lodge 
He was an organizing an 
ute member of the Torranc

In the council race, the|taw.
is prohibited by state electloi

>ld wmttennerg, mis  »  * me viu«i«i ~ - "  _.  
-this is a hold up. Where do club, the Petroleum Produ 
ou keep your money'" tion Pioneers, and otner pr< 
Whittenberg directed the fessional and honorary o 

Izations. , 
uneral services were he 

- .  yesterday afternoon at tl 
jB , both stone and Myers Chapel wH 

In their early 20s, scooped the Rev. Hugh R. Percy, re: 
the cash and ordered tor at Andrew's Episcopi

S 

sale"

up
Whittenberg into a
Ircstroom.

The two men then picked 
up two portable television 
sets and left the store. The 
total loss was pegged at $295

on iiio

small Church, officiating.
Mr. Smith is survied

his widow. Mary Ellen; 
daughter. Jean Smith Brool 
of St. Louis; a grandchi1 
and two nephews.

olice, 
Teener 
Battle

A 17-year-old boy was in 
istody at Juvenile Hall yes- 
rday after he attacked a po- 
 e officer in the emergency 
om at the Little Company
Mary Hospital. 

The youth was charged with 
isaulting a peace officer.
Police said the chain of 

.ents which led to the 
juth's arrest stated Friday 
tternoon when the boy was 
opped on Alaska Street near 
aple Street for speeding on
motorcycle.

THE BOY insisted that the 
'ficer had no right to giv< 

lim a ticket and announcei 
IB intended to continue rid 
:ng, despite the ticket. A 
hat point, he was taken int< 
>rotective custody and placed 
in the juvenile detention rooi

Says University 
Official Warm 
To His Proposal

Construction of a campus of the University of Cali 
fornia in Torrance "within the next five years" was 
raised as a possibility yesterday by Assemblyman Charles 
E. Chapel (R-Palos Verdes).

Chapel in his weekly "Sacramento Report," said he 
had been in touch with a 
representative of the Univer 
sity and is convinced that the 
new campus can become a 
reality "if all of us get be 
hind that one site (Torrance) 
and avoid bickering."

The assemblyman would 
not identify the University 
representative, but said the
man is "not an egg-head' 
and is "personally enthusias 
tic about having a new cam 
pus in the area."

AN EXAMINATION 
laps of the genera area 

'leads him to believe that the 
lew branch of the Univer 
lity can be located in the 
:ity of Torrance if tne high 
ise or skyscraper concept i 
ot abandoned." Chapel said 
Chapel said he first raisec 

he question of a Universit 
ampus in the general South 
est area in a letter to Dr 

Clark Kerr, president of thi 
University of California. Th

Area Home 
Ransacked

A vacationing TIM i am >• 
couple found their home iair 
sacked Friday when they re 
turned.

William J Lawrenu 170U2 
Krnumts St.. told police he 
and his family found all cabi 
nets and storage areas ran 
sacked when they r< turned 
from a six-day vacation

WE HKCOMMKNI) In editorials published during 
the past week, Ihe Press-HeraJd has recommended 
these candidates for election. From left are Albert 
Iwn, whose re-election as major Is recommended; 
and City Council candidate. Ken Miller, Orin P. (Bud)

Johnson, and Edward (Ed) Talhert. The I'res.s-ller.ld 
also has recommended the election of incumbents 
Vernon W. Coil as city clerk and Thomas C. Rupert 
as city treasurer Other Frets-Herald comment* mav 
In- found on* today's editorial page.

.._. found on the floor < 
detention room complainin 
of severe pain. He was takei

dttle Company of
jltal by Officer R. 

don.
The youth was placed in bed. 

jn the hospital emergency! 
room to await the outcome of, 
some tests. About 2:45 p.m., 
he got out of the bed and 
demanded a cigarette. Lydon 
told him to get back in bod.

LYDON SAID the youth re 
fused, telling him that no one 
could tell him what to do. The 
youth then pushed the officer 
out of the door and started 
out of the room. When Lydon 
attempted to stop him, the 
youth grabbed him around the 
neck, punched him, spit on 
him, and wrestled him to the 
floor.

Lydon struck his head on 
the floor and was da^ed. A 
nurse summoned three doc 
tors and called the Torraoee 
Police Department for help. 
Three ofiicers were sent to 
the hospital and they helped 
the trio of doctors strap the 
youth in bed.

Juvenile officers were call 
ed to take over the investiga 
tion and the youth wat> taken 
back to Hie cily j:ii'. He was 
transfened to Juvenile Hall 
later in IN; alicrnoon.

Officer Lydon was treated 
for injurii'F lo his head and

tative of Dr. Kerr's staff dii 
cussed the matter in Ohapel 
Sacramento office.

'There were no promise! 
made," Chapel said, "but 
is my opinion that sooner o 
later there will be new branc 
of the University of Califo 
nia in what is generally d 
scribed as the South Ba;

THE UNIVERSITY budg< 
has made provisions for 
search, development, ; 
selection of a new site for 
new campus in Los Angel 
County, Chapel reported
also said one city in
northeastern part of

t
tl

county has tried to get t 
new campus 

Chapel, who first inti 
(Continued on Page A-8

'air Take 
ruitars 
rom Shop

A couple of teenagers who 
anted guitars have them to- 
iy, but the cash register at 
Torrance music store didn't 

ecord the sale. 
John Tate. a clerk at Mar- 

hall Music at 2509 Torrance 
Hvd.. told police two teen- 
gers walked out of KG store 
Yiday afternoon with the 
;uitars after he went to the 

ar of store to get another 
uitar
The youths walked into 

he store about 12:3C Friday 
nd asked to see some gui- 
ars, Tate told officers. He 
bowed them two   a lead 
uilar and a bass guitar. 

They then asked to see a 
mailer model.

TATE WENT to the rear 
if the store to get the guitar 

which has been requested, 
but returned to find the 

rouths   and the twu guitars 
 gone. He told police the 
:wo instruments are worth 
more than $400.

Burglars entered a church,
school, and a service sta 

tion late Thursday and early 
Friday, police reported.

Leonard Olliff. presiding 
minister of the Torrance Con 
gregation of Jehovah's Wit 
nesses, told police someone 
smashed a window at the 
church. 2303 Arlington Ave., 
and took two microphones 
worth $150. Mr. Olliff dis 
covered the theft Friday

(Continued on Page A-8)

Endorsement Denied - - -
Members of the Torrance Fire Fighters, Local 

IIIJ8, have not endorsed any candidate for City 
Council In Tuesday's election, President Howard 
Schneider told the Press-Herald yesterday. "A 
city ordinance prohibits city employes from en 
dorsing or campaigning for candidates in local 
elections," Schneider said. He said Ihe Torrance 
Fire Fighters had heen identified as endorsing 
a candidate In campaign literature sent to Tor 
rance voters. He said the use of the name was er 
roneous and "without our consent.'

lill hold a
Budget Meeting Slated - - -

The Torrance Board of Education 
special meeting tomorrow at 7:90 p.m. to discun 
the 196A-K7 school budget. A preliminary budget 
submitted last week calls for expenditures of $21.1 
million, up nearly 15 per cent from Ihe IDflS-HH 
school year. Trustees will meet at the board of 
fices, 2:1:1.-. Plaza del Amo. ; 

Registrars at Libraries
Thursday ts the deadline for voters lo regli. 

(er if they Intend to vote in the June 7 primary 
elections, H spokesman for the League of Women 
Voters has reminded residents. Deputy registrars 
will he on duty at all Torrance libraries tomorrow 
from 7 until I) p.m. and .it the El Retlro, and North 
Torrance libraries from 7 until U p.m. Thursday. 
Voters also mav register at the city hall offices 
of City Clerk Vernon W. Coil between 8;.10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. Monday through Thursday.


