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sales in the area took off like based on any genuine in-

Public Agencies Pay Top Price to Acquire Land
a rocket. Groups of investors 
began assembling and pur-

By PHIUP E. WATSON
County Assessor

The difference between
normal market value and the

IT IS A regrettable but un 
avoidable fact of economic 
life that government usually 
pays a premium price that is

prices for which government higher than what a private
buys and sells property is 
frequently misunderstood. 

The question came up re-

( 

I

I

buyer would pay for the same 
property. This is the case 
whether the purchase is made

cently in connection with by the county, a city, a school
some county land purchases 
for major building projects. 
These showed that the price 
the county paid to acquire the 

^ property was considerably 
^. higher than four times the as- 
  sessed valuation   the asses 

sor's estimate of fair market
value.

Supervisor Kenneth H a h n 
immediately leaped to the 
conclusion that either (1) tax 
payers were being overcharg 
ed on property acquired for 
public use, or (2) the property 
was underassessed and the 
prior owners were getting a

utility, or the State Division 
of Highways.

The traditional sale in the 
marketplace is between a will 
ing buyer and a willing seller. 
In a sale made under condem 
nation, or threat of condem 
nation, the seller may be any 
thing but willing. In fact, he 
may be boiling mad.

In theory a condemnation 
payment is based on fair mar 
ket value. In practice the 
courts have added on to this 
value to compensate the prop 
erty owner for his intangible

rease in value   the high 
ales figures were still reflect-

chasing parcels at p r I c e s ed in the appraisal reports for 
around $14 and $15 a foot   the new health building. The 
a jump of around 200 per prices which the county end- 
cent in some cases. ed up paying in late 1965 and

ear-old Law Building, the 
remaining major piece of
ately-owned land in Civic 
er which now stands in
path of the county's new 
and underground garage, 
our opinion, this build- 

and the land beneath it 
Id be worth about $800,- 
on the open market, about 
a square foot for the land, 
ctures of the same vin- 
, a block or two away, re 
ly sold at auction for only
9.000 to $377.000. at $22 
25 a square foot.
et the owner of the Law

Building has obtained an ap 
praisal at $1.6 million (which
works out to a record $200 
per square foot for the site).
County appraisals are in the 
neighborhood of $1.2 million 
County Supervisors rejected 
a $1.45  million compromise 
in hopes of getting a lower 
price in court. 

In view of the pattern of 
condemnation awards, there 
is no assurance that this gam 
ble will pay off.

IN OTHER cases, there are
indications that government

Itself creates an artificial mar 
ket for the property it buys.
attracts speculators and must 
therefore pay higher prices.

A good example of this ap 
pears to be the site which the 
county is acquiring for the 
new Health Department Ad 
ministration Building just 
northwest of Civic Center. 

The area surrounding the 
proposed new multi-million 
dollar facility is generally one 
of low incomes, low rentals
and low grade strip commer 
cial development. Over the
years our records have indi

cated a fairly static real estate 
situation with comparatively
few sales.

IN LATE 1964, when we up 
dated our value for the 1965 
assesment roll, we found the 
going rate on commercial land 
was between $4 and $6 a 
square foot. Out of 18 com 
parison sales, only one ex 
ceeded $7.40 per foot and 
most of them were much 
lower.

Shortly after the March 1 
tax lien date   the cutoff on
1965 assessments   real estate

A businessman who pays 
what seems to be an outrage
ous price for a piece of prop
erty doesn't have to explain 
 ls actions to the Assessor or 
anyone else. Therefore, we 
can only theorize that news 
of the county's building plans 
encouraged heavy investment 
Activity at the newly-opened 
Music Center and on Bunker 
Hill may have contributed to 
the speculative atmosphere.

EVEN THOUGH the boom
might be artificial   and no

early 1986 were, naturally, 
much higher than the valua
tions indicated by our assess 
ments made a year ago

However, no amount of po- 
Wical hand-wringing will 
change the fact that a govern 
ment which does its real 
estate business In public, as 
it must by law, will always be 
at the mercy of the specula 
tors. Nor will it wipe out the 
right of an owner to a little 
extra consideration when his
property is taken against his
will.

tax break. as well as tangible losses.
Actually, neither conclusion j ... : 

was necessarily valid. i TAKE. FOR instance, the j

ECC Enrollment 
Tops 13,600 for 
Spring Semester

Spring semester enrollment itrants. Computer classes were! 
at El Camino College has >in demand and extra sections   
reached 13,600. an increase of of accounting have been add-j 
641 students over last spring's >d to the curriculum. ! 
total, Leo M. Christian, dean! In the science department,i 
of registration, has just an-^geology survey classes have, 
nounced. shown an unusually heavy en-

"It's difficult to estimate jrollment. ' 
what effect the draft has had
upon enrollment." Christian 
said. He believes increases 
and decreases in enrollment 
due to the draft "probably 
balance each other."

"The college will continue 
to notify Selective Service 
boards when students fail to 
maintain academic standards 
or fail to continue in full-time 
enrollment." Christian added

REGISTRATION revealed 
idded emphasis in literature 
and philosophy courses. Ger-

TO INCREASE utilization of 
facilities. 7 a.m. classes were 
offered this semester in the 
health education and physical 
education departments.

A fall registration of 16.000 
is anticipated by Merl F. 
Sloan, vice president of stu 
dent personnel.

"The increase is due to 
movement of people into the 
area, the uncertainties of the 
draft, and changing patterns 
of admission in four-year col 
leges and universities," Sloan 
said.

old Brown, coordinator of in-1 "Of the 1965 graduates of
struction, observed. | pu biic high schools in our dis- 

Data processing classes at-jtrict. 43 per cent enrolled in
traded full enrollment) andjEl Camino during the fall,"
were closed to lata ragit-'Sloan added.

Torrance Hospital Gets 
Maximum Accreditation

The Joint Commission on 
Accreditation of Hospitals has 
awarded Torrance Memorial 
Hospital its highest rating, 
Mrs. Margaret Woolley, presi 
dent of the hospital's Board 
of Directors, has announced

John D. Porterfielii, M. D. 
director of the Joint Commis 
sion in Chicago, notified the 
hospital board in a letter, 
Mrs. Woolley said. The ac-

Pack 785C 
Has Blue, 
Gold Event

The annual Blue and GoU 
dinner was held by Cub Scou 
Pack 785C Feb. 21. The pac 
if sponsored by St. Cathcrin 
Laboure Holy Name Society.

New leaders, committee

pital will continue to meet al 
standards of the Joint Com 
mission and, wherever pos 
lible. to exceed the stand

reditation is for a three-year 
«riod.

"Accreditation by the Joint 
Commission to a hospital li 
vhat the stamp of sterling is 
in silver," she commented. 
To be accredited, the hospl- 
al must voluntarily apply for 
nspection by the Commission 

and must be prepared to 
meet the standards of the 
Commission in regard to pa 
tient care, medical staff or 
ganization and activities, and 
physical plant."

The survey of the hospital 
was conducted last Jan. 12. 
The next survey will be made 
in 1969.

"The Commission wishes to 
commend you for maintain 
ing standards deserving ol 
accreditation and for your 
constant effort to improve 
the quality of patient care.' 
Dr. Porterfield wrote the hos 
pital board.

men. and den mothers were! Mrs. Woolley said the hos 
introduced at the event.

Awards presented to cubs 
were:

Cub of the Month   Leslie " Dle > 
Common. ards - 

Bobcat   Gary Mendes 
Wolf Badge   Joseph On 

dell, Dennis Roberts, and Vin- 
cent Price.

Bear Badge   Barry Me- 
Neill. Gregory Anderson. 
Danny Gleason, John Corse, 
and Robert Maude.

Lion Badge   Michael 
Walsh, Steven Ramsaucr, and 
Richard Remere

Gold Arrows   Barry Me- 
Neill, Danny Gleason, Richard 
Burke, and Robert Maude.

Silver Arrows   Danny 
Gleason and Robert Maude.

Denner   Francis Shaney, 
Barry McNeill, Michael Ch, 
bet, and Gregory Anderson.

Assistant Denner   John 
Skelley, John Galleges, Ron 
ald Riffle, and Barry Croxen 

Two-year Service Stars   
Gary Sladek, John Corse, Jack 
Burke, and Steven Ramaauer 

One-year Service Stars   
John Skelley, David Contre- 
ras, Richard Burke, Gregory 
Anderson, Barry Croxen, Jack 
Burke, Richard Dean, Danny 
Gleason, John Galleges, Ga 
briel Angulane, and Steven 
Ramsauer.

s VITAMINS
AT

COLD 
CAPSULES

Witk Caatiaaaas Aetiaa- Rives
op to 12 hours relief
from the common cold. 

1.4111'S

EXCEDRIN Tablets
The Extra Strength Pain Reliever for 
headache, arthritis and common colds. 

1.4I1N'S
99°

)) ALCOHOL
" SNMM-For relief 

of minor muscular 
aches and pains.

! EPSOM SALTS
SAY-ON - Superior 
quality - an excel 
lent bath salt.

Pirt
19°

5 Iks.
33°

PEP10-BISHOI
Relief Irom upset 
stomach, indigestion 
and nausea, g-

MclaiSiia DtT

ALKA-SELTZER
Relieves upset stom 
ach and headache.

Me 25's
53C

Mineral Oil A Red Mouth Wash
SAV-ON - Choice of 
Light, Heavy or Extra

SAV-ON - Mild as 
tringent for daily mouth 
care.

Plats

SACCHARIN
I SAV-ON-Each tablet 

equals 1 tamp of sugar 
I ifi sweetness.

,29°
SUEP-EZE

For a good night's 
sleep...no drag hang 
over.

1 JIM'l

At Homi or Away

KAOPECTATE
Far traataraat at liar- 
raaa ij UPJOHN-When
diarrhea upsets you or a 
member of your family, 
turn to this soothing, 
pleasant tasting liquid.

CHERACOL-D
Cough Syrup
By UPJOHN-No prescrip 
tion needed - safe, ef 
fective, non-narcotic cough 
syrup with wild cherry flavor.

J ll. 4 tL

89° 1.49 
PYRROXATE

Cold Capsules
By UPJOHN - The only 
cold capsule containing a 
specific broftchodilator you 
can buy wittott a prescrip-llon- 1 <m

1.30MttkifM

CANNON "CavalUr"

Bath Ensemble

Multi-Vitamins VITAMIN "A" .VITAMIN "B-r
SAV-ON-A dietary supple 
ment of thirty vitamins and 
minerals in one capsule.

IN1! 2.75

VITAMIN "C"
SM-ON -
Ascorbi 
Acid. U.S.P 
50 mg. 
IMTaMtts

iinmrrmiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiimiiiiimiimmiiiiniimiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuiimHinHN

at   in "Portrait 
Rose" or "Matador" 
designs . . . super ab 
sorbent in colorlast 
colors. Fringed ends 
with pucker-proof 
borders.

1.49
257?

Bed Pillow
2(121" Siu - Soft, 
thick pillow filled with 
blended fibers for com 
fort. Assorted printed 
cotton ticks.

215.00
SPRING Garden Needs]

60 Ft. Garden Hose
liri -

Ovaltine
Diliciiis Driik 
Mil. Swiss ir 
Riplir.

12oz. 59*

25 Ft Soaker-Sprinkler
"Simian* 3-TKM-
Pressure is controlled by - _ _ 
faucet for soaking or 1 flD 
spraying. I .tU

"THRIVE" U*MFartillm 
12 «l«4- All purpose
concentrated fertilizer _~ 
for lawns, shrubs, etc. QQC 

Hal. 00

SHAWL MEAL
Kills Sulltl 2KIIS. 
Slap - Wont 
harm plants.

PUT MOSS
"Aaisritaa"  
Keeps ground soft, 
easy to turn!

Vaporizer-Humidifier
FIMMS Naaw   12 to
14 hour operation on on* 
filling ... automatic shut- 
off. Glass container, plas- 
tic tray. Raf.1.15

| CHIX Disposable Diapers'""" "
"Golden" VIGORO

LINERS - Medicated 
takes the mess out of 
diapers. 12 to 22 Ib. 
infants.

lie lax af 72

If SWIFT - Quick-green 
formula . . . feeds longer 
. . . guaranteed not to burn. 
Insecticide helps to control 
soil insects such as cut 
worms, lawn moths, etc.

4.31 
3Slk.lat 3.88

AIR FRESHENER 
Sprays away stall 
 < « . . . ass't 
frairaacas. 7 12.

Health Report 

Note** Diseases
Four cases of scarlet fever 

and four cases of gonorrhea 
were reported in Torrance 
during the week ending Jan. 
22, the Us Angeles County 
Health Department reports.

Other diseases reported 
during the week included two 
cases of syphilis and one case 
each of hepatitis, measles, and 
salmonellosiB.

7.98

Electric Blanket
"Stareritt" - Doubla 
bed size with single con 
trol. Lightweight rayon, 
cotton blend, matching ny 
lon binding.

"DYMO" Label Maker
for home, office or school 
use. Makes sell sticking 
raised plastic letters. 
Wheel with 44 characters Q QQ 
included. Ui«jO

LADIES' "Pinri" '
STRETCH udUI I :

SOLUTION

Bucket Bed Pillow
MI Caataarad - 'o
hold you gently but firmly 
in the most relaxed posi- _ __ 
tion for reading, watching A QC 
IV, etc. Prints I solids. tiVW
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PANTS
Tapered pants of cotton 
denim . . . permanent 
stitched crease, double 
tab side trim with zipper. 
White and assorted sol 
id colors.

Siias
lltall 1.

LADIES'

Blouses
Sanforized cotton with 
roll up sleeves. Choose 
from many styles in solid 
pastels and colorful 
prints.

Sim 32 tall

JOHNSON ft JOHNSON;
Infants' Needs  

Shampoo
Pure, mild... won't irritate ', 
inlants'eyes! Aft. 
Leaves hair soil klf'

LNSlia

Lotion
\ Helps prevent diaper rash

, . protects 
I againstcballmg. 
lie 4 ». Sin

69°
Powder
Allergy safe, agrees 
even the most 
sensitive skin. 
lid 4 H. Sill

69°
Cotton Buds
Sticlliili-Double tipped 
flexible plastic 
stems. He In 
 H M()M till)

69°

sit TMr POUNDS oo LIQUID DIET

FOOD lor Weight Central
Complete meal with only 225 calories 
in each can ... Choose from many deli 
cious flavors!

»c10ai. 
Cms

CANADA DRY
Soft Drinks

Rifdlar ir Low Calorio
  Laaiaa   Gala * Hack Cairrt
  Blaiar Ala   Grill   Oraap t 
Mat laar

12II. 
Cm:

jpv _ ^^ ^^ LUUC iviaioo ouiu

f 24*1.69 It 'ill
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With Flaihcuii-drop
in film loading-flash 
cube rotates automat)  

AD PRICES PREVAIL: 
March 6th to March 9th
SUNDAY thronfli WEDNESDAY

SELF-SERVICE 
DRUG STORES

Open * A.M. to 10 P.M. - 7 D«yt A W..k 
5020 W. 190th ST., TORRANCE

Nescafe
INSTANT 

COFFEE

Giant 12-ox. Jar

1.23

Cory
COFFEE
BREWER

Balanced h.otproof

2.29


