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The Press 
Editorials

IT'S AMAZING!

OPINIONS FEATURES   COLUMNS

A Word of Praise
Summer, to youngsters in Torrance, is not 

on empty cup of time, waiting to be filled. 
Thanks to the Torrance recreation department, 
the recreation cup "runneth over/'

In our opinion the activities offered to the 
children of this city surpass the fondest dreams 
cf any youngsters with time on his hands and 
any mother looking for ways to keep junior busy 
until school reopens.

Despite the limited number of parks availa­ 
ble to residents, excellence of programming and 
staffing have compensated activity-wise for 
what the city lacks facility-wise.

For the mother who is willing to do a little 
chauffeuring, it is possible to provide a child in 
this city with a schedule as full and diversified 
as that offered by any private camp   for pen­ 
nies.

In the course of a single day a Torrance 
youngster might swim at the plunge, play golf 
at Sea-Aire Park, take a tennis lesson at El Re- 
tiro, do sand-casting at the Arts and Crafts Cen­ 
ter and drop in at the nearest schoolyard for a 
round of caroms or a free cartoon.

Torrance young people are cooking in com­ 
petition, writing and acting in original plays, 
ond putting on concerts this summer.

They are taking trips to Disneyland, China­ 
town, the harbor, Catalina Island, and the San 
Diego Zoo.

Last weekend Torrance youngsters perform­ 
ed in an aquacade at the plunge. This weekend 
they are putting on three productions: a dance- 
drama tonight, a concert tomorrow, and a play 
tomorrow. They will prefeent a variety show at 
the Torrance Park Bandshell Sunday.
  And for those who yearn to get awav from 

oil this, a bus leaves tomorrow for Camp Clata- 
wa, where they can enjoy a week of activity in 
the country   . . supervised by members of the 
Torrance recreation department.

Parents concerned over the welfare of their 
children can be thankful for the fine staff and 
splendid programs of the Torrance recreation 
department.

It's an outstanding antidote to some of the 
unfavorable publicity the city has recently re­ 
ceived. ^ ,

Hannah's 
Harpoons

BY HANNAH SAMPSON

HANNAH

Our older child had a 
birthday recently and along 
with her plan to have two 
friends sleep over and "slay 

up late and 
no one to tell 
us when to 
put out the 
lights," she 
d e c i ded to 
have ire 
cream on 
pancakes fcr 
her birthday 
break fast. 
Once the first 
shock ha e

been surmounted, this re­ 
quest doesn't appear so 
ghastly. As my diplomat 
points out: "What's ice 
cream anyway except cieam 
and other dairy product??" 
What indeed?

TV Gont
Both of our TV nets are 

on the blink now and thus 
far none seems to have no­ 
ticed. For a while one set, 
had the sound, and one, the 
picture. It was remarkably 
easy to become accustomed 
to turning both on and ad 
justing to the components.

Well, everything has its 
Compensations: the children 
have become members of 
the Henderson L i b r a r y's 
Trail Blazers Reading Club, 
which is a summer induce­ 
ment to reading. What's 
more, it aeems to work. 
(That ia: it seems to induce 
to read, go that one can get 
more stars on the map of 
California than anyone else 
has before school recon­ 
vene*.)

Another added feature of 
a TV-leas domicile IB that 
the evening seems to have 
a few more hours in it, 
which we love. When watch- 
Ing scheduled entertain­ 
ment, the evening goes by 
all too quickly in half-hour 
 egments; one finds oneself 
watching even uninteresting 
programs while waiting for 
eomething special. Without, 
TV. there if reading, (check­

ers, last night!) planning, a 
little conversation, and a 
great, deal of quiet.

I could learn to like this.
Greasy Spoon

On a recent, trip to New 
York I was appalled by the 
hands out on all sides. For 
tips, that is. At the super­ 
market the box boy tells you 
in advance that it will cost, 
you 25c per sack (bag, they 
call it) to take it out to the 
car. The Postman leaves 
some kind of (more or less) 
subtle reminder that he ex­ 
pects to be remembered at 
Chirstmas time. Waiters in 
even the Greasiest Spoons, 
after literally throwing the 
food on the table after hav­ 
ing made you wait until 
coma sets in, would trip you 
up if you neglected to tip.

What a pleasure it is, 
then, to return home to my 
friendly small city. Where 
the hoy cheerfully carries 
the groceries out to the car, 
and then says with such 
charm, "Thank you m'am. 
Come back soon, y'hear?" 
By George!, as Magoo would 
say, it makes one feel cher­ 
ished.

Quiet Cove
' hlonnated swimming 

pools are coming out of my 
ears. I long to go swimming 
in a quiet cove by the ocean; 
some protected place where 
there is no churning surf. 
Not a lake, either, but good, 
salty ocean. I wonder wheth­ 
er there is such a place here­ 
abouts? (Like the one they 
show in that cigarette ad: 
where HP] pushes the boat 
with HER in it and they 
wind up alone at last on the 
beach.) That's for me. Who 
knows of such a place?

IDEA FOR TODAY
Once the world is free, 

there will be no war or 
threats of war. Free men do 
not attack their fellow men. 
They want only to live in 
peace to enjoy the fruits of 
freedom.
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Habit Is Linked 
With Behavior

Views or findings of a 
authority on a topic of 
University of California 
interest are brought to 
you regularly.
Few areas of psychologi­ 

cal research are drawing as 
much attention as the study 
of early experience   the 
ways by which young ani­ 
mals and humans become 
aware of themselves and the 
world.

One increasingly produc­ 
tive, and exciting phase of 
this work is known as im­ 
printing," the study of how 
animals learn to behave so­ 
cially towards members of 
their own species.

Paradoxically, the best, 
way to study such social be­ 
havior is to isolate an ani­ 
mal from its natural mother 
and playmates immediately 
after birth and expose it to 
a foreign object or animal. 
In this way, psychologists 
can observe the precise, in­ 
dividual factors that influ­ 
ence social growth.

Imprinting has been de­ 
monstrated in a variety of 
ways, said Dr. William r. 
Reckwith, assistant research 
psychologist in the UCLA 
School of Medicine.

For example, isolated 
chicks have been hatched 
in an incubator and then 
presented with a plastic de­ 
coy duck wired for sound 
and driven mechanically 
around a track.

Within 16 to 72 hours aft­ 
er hatching, the chicks fol­ 
low the decoy as they would 
a natural mother, making all 
the characteristic peeps of 
contentment. 
Preferred His Keeper
A more striking example 

of imprinting involves a 
Dutch zookeeper who reared 
a male South American bit­ 
tern   a subspecies of the 
heron family   and then 
tried to breed him with a fe­ 
male bittern.

It was soon apparent th;tt 
the male bittern, isolated 
from other bitterns at birth, 
ignored his natural compan­ 
ion whenever the /ookecper 
was present. To force a mat­ 
ing, the keeper locked the 
two birds In a cage an1 lin­

ed it with gunny sacks.
It took some two years for 

the bitterns to mate, and 
only then, when the birds 
were nestling a clutch of 
eggs did the zookeeper make 
an appearance.

What happened? Immedi­ 
ately upon seeing the keep­ 
er, the male drove the fe­ 
male off the nest and per­ 
formed a brief ceremony in­ 
viting his human friend to 
lake over the hatching.

Almost every animal has 
been found susceptible to 
imprinting, said Or. Reck­ 
with.-

Rixarre mother-substitutes 
in the form of sylinrical wire 
d u m m i e s have been im­ 
printed on baby monkeys 
with such effect, that in one 
experiment no imprinted 
male was later able to mate 
successfully.

Dr. Beck'with himself has 
imprinted one species of 
fish on another, causing 
some imprinted fish to re­ 
ject, or kill their own young.

Most of the imprinting re­ 
search to day is centered in 
two related areas, one deal­ 
ing with "critical periods," 
the other with stimuli that 
affect imprinting.

The Critical Period
The critical period is the 

span of time in which an 
animal imprints the easiest.

While the duration of cri­ 
tical periods varies from 
species to species, even 
within the same, species de­ 
pending on the experimental 
technique used, most critical 
periods occur extremely ear­ 
ly in life.

Among "precocial birds." 
birds that are able to run 
around immediately after 
hatching, chickens can be 
imprinted at the age of sev­ 
en or eight minutes, while 
mallard ducks reach their 
critical period in 16 hours. 
Sheep kept in isolation for 
one or two months after 
birth will never mix with 
the flock, and the same ap­ 
plies to the normnlly grega­ 
rious chicken.

Among the stimuli t h a t 
affect imprinting are light, 
sound and texture. Thus. 
I he loss light an animal is

LIFE IN THE ROAR
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exposed to, the longer his 
critical period can lie ox- 
tended.

Work by Dr. Harry Har- 
low of the University of Wis­ 
consin on the wire-cylinder 
dummies mentioned before 
has revealed that baby mon­ 
keys prefer a cylinder wrap­ 
ped in terry cloth to one 
that is uncovered, even if 
a feeding bottle is inserted 
into the uncovered dummy. 
Chickens have been imprint­ 
ed on cuddlesome feather 
dusters.

How do all these findings 
relate to human learning 
and behavior?
'Joining' Human Race

Although experiments 
with h u m a n s similar to 
those with animals are im­ 
possible, many investigators 
believe in the possibility of 
human imprinting. In fact, 
they go so far as to say that 
babies "join the human 
race" and acquire lifelong 
social characteristics by a 
similar process.

It is believed by some psy­ 
chologists that the critical 
period mechanism was 
evolved to enable infant ani­ 
mals to survive by forming 
quick, strong attachments 
within their own species and 
that the same may be true 
for human infants.

The findings of imprinters 
may have far-reaching ef­ 
fects, said Dr. Beckwith.

One would be in the han­ 
dling of hospitalized infants 
and children. Through his 
work with the wire-cylinder 
some of the first experimen­ 
tal evidence that the need 
to touch and cling may be as 
fundamental for mediating 
attachment to a human as 
the sucking or nursing in­ 
stinct.

In the area of education, 
many current practices 
would need drastic revision 
if it were experimentally 
proved that there are criti­ 
cal periods in which learn­ 
ing occurs "naturally" and 
without any need for rein­ 
forcement.

Wordsworth once wrote 
that "(he child is father of 
the man," and modern day 
imprinters are busy proving 
that, the statement contains 
n:< much truth n? poetry.

The Cost of 
Longevity
A whimsical little item in 

the columns of one of our 
out of state contemporaries 
recently pointed a wry note 
of truth about our current 
politico-economic problems. 

The item called attention 
to the fact that, at the rate 
the medical profession is suc­ 
ceeding in lengthening our 
life expectancy we'd better 
be careful or we'll still be 
around to pay much of the 
immense tax burdens that 
would be built up by Medi­ 
care and the other social 
welfare handouts we're be­ 
ing urged to support.

Franklin Roosevelt's old re- 
assurance that the sir.e of 
(he national debt isn't im­ 
portant sinre we merely ow* 
U to ourselves, doesn't look 
so good If wo ran't palm th* 
payments off on our grand- 
kids, docti It?

The Art of Living
By RED LOCKWOOD

Art of Living
The young wife wept 

quietly in the night.
Each sob tore the heart 

of the young husband who 
yearned to take her in his 
arms and share her sorrow 
but feared it would not be 
manly to show his fear.

"Why," he asked sternly, 
able to keep silent no longer, 
"do you weep?"

'"Because," she said, "I am 
afraid."

"But," he asked, "why are 
you afraid?"

"You," she said, "would 
not understand. You are a 
man."

"I guess," he said, "men 
do not understand women 
and women do not under­ 
stand men."

A sob was her reply.
"But," asked a voice, 

"why do you who in com­ 
mon boar the cross of hu­

manity not understand one 
the other?"

Who Are You?
"Who," chorused the 

young wife and the young 
husband, "are you?"

"I," said the voice, "am 
an unborn soul."

"Are you," asked the 
young wife, "ours whom I 
dread may not be born in 
health like the others?"

"That," replied the un­ 
born soul, "is not for me to 
say."

"Is that," asked the young 
husband, "why you cry in 
the night? Out of fear for 
our unborn child?"

"It is," said the wife, "I 
guess, a woman's tear."

""But, a man. too, has 
fears," said the unborn soul. 
"Apart you are only man 
and only woman but, to­ 
gether, in comfort nf one an­ 
other, you are all of hu- 
manitv."

LETTERS TO EDITOR
Unbiased Coverage
Dear Mr. Zappas,

I appreciate your attempt 
at unbiased coverage of the 
recent racial demonstrations 
in the Riviera Royale South- 
wood Tract of Torrance. Al­ 
though the articles were 
brief, they were more in the 
spirit of the Los Angeles 
Times than was the verv

The Man
at the

Keyhole
By Operative WB

Northeastern California's 
sprawling Second Assembly 
District will see a bruising 
1964 primary fight between 
incumbent Assemblywoman 
Pauline Davis and Fish and 
Game Commissioner Henry 
Clineschmidt, both Demo­ 
crats, with the contest draw­ 
ing statewide interest, poli­ 
tical experts say. Mrs. Davis, 
the nation's only woman 
chairman of a legislative fish 
and game committee, has 
drawn the ire of many 
sportsmen - conservation!sts 
for her handling of wildlife 
bills in the Assembly.

Presidential lunches for 
state press leaders have 
apparently been eliminat­ 
ed, according to Washing­ 
ton sources, despite the 
White House's announced 
goal of hosting editors 
and publishers from each 
state.

Key state legislators and 
olher Democratic officehold­ 
ers have quietly laid down 
the law to liberal California 
Democratic Council leaders, 
telling them they simply 
can't be bound by the vol­ 
unteer group's rigid policv 
line on issues, according In 
Sacramento insiders.

Capitol Hill insiders are 
openly speculating that 
Commerce Secretary Lu­ 
ther Hodges will resign hit 
post to run again for Gov­ 
ernor of North Carolina. 
Hodges reportedly resents 
what has become a sec­ 
ondary role as business 
advisor and spokesman 
for JFK.

biased news reporting of the 
local daily.

Please convey iry thanks 
to your editor. I prefer 
straight news repctting   
then I'll make my o\? n judg­ 
ments.

Sincerely.
Adele Cole
Torrance

Trees or Parking?
To The Editor:

May I take the libe-ty of 
making a suggestion?

I am no longer yoing. 
have been in business tiost 
of my life, and in my ytuth, 
T had slight connection vith 
the newspaper field.

It has been mv observa­ 
tion that public favor o' a 
paper, with its acccptanceas 
voice (and con sequent v 
value to advertiser) is bas«fa 
on "for and aswinst" stand?.

In this 1 think we agree, 
if I noted correctly v o u v 
blaze following last month's* 
police scandal.

The recent upheaval of 
our street has left most of 
the papers mute   for rea­ 
sons other than a "my city, 
may she ever be right" ac- 
ceptance. I hope; but ',he 
public has been more ait- 
spoken.

I understand that the Fire 
Department takes a (im 
view of the narrow driving 
lanes we have now.

The bus company is ds- 
turbed that even a right 
turn to enter a street ne­ 
cessitates backing to avoid 
the islands created at street 
ends.

I have yet to meet the dri­ 
ver who prefers parallel 
parking.

.lust a suggestion. 
Respectfullv. 
W. W. McCam 
1327 El Prado 

T.S. "A Tree Grow^in Tor. 
ranee."

II would run intf. higher 
mathematics to fisire the 
cost per tree to the axpav- 
er; but the price pei park­ 
ing space gained is a b't sim­ 
pler   just over $3500each*. 
From what we have teard 
the public say about parallel 
parking, we believe rees 
could also be planted in the 
30 spaces gained by the up­ 
heaval and perhaps in sone 
of the others.

CROSSWORD
ACROSS

1. Male deer 
5. Pecks 
». Portion 

10. Angry
12. Eucharist Ic 

plate
13. Tendon
14. Choice group
15. Mother (Sp.) 
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17. Sun god
18. Sea (comb, 
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JO. Light wood 
23. Modernized
17. Rapacious 
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11. Great quan.
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41. Places
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7. Musician
8. Cubic 

meter 
8. Says 

11. Pitcher 
17. Sloping 
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20. Plainness
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24. Most 
effort-

25. Gloried.
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