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COUPLE ORDERED AFTER
71 DAYS IN JAIL ON COURT MISTAKE
Damaged Main 
Threatens Homes 
With Flooding

A broken water main at 
Whe corner of Carson and 

Madrid last night brought 
out city repairmen, routed 
local homeowners and cut 
off water supplies in a large 
area of Torrance for more 
than two hours. Break oc- 
cured at 11:30 p.m.

Water flooded intersec 
tion so that repairmen were 
forced to wade, waist-deep, 

fin order to find the break. 
One homeowner on Ama- 

pola sent an emergency call 
to trrt« fire department ask 
ing for sandbags as water 
threatened to flood into his 
front room.

Youth Placed in
 Court Custody on

Kidnap Charge
Dale J. Luxton, 18, 17040 

Atkinson Ave., was placed 
tinder the jurisdiction of Txis 
Angeles Juvenile Court Fri 
day in connection with an 
;i   ault on a 47-year-old Tor- 

0i.mre housewife.
The Torrance youth Is 

charged with suspicion of 
rape, robbery, and kidnap 
ping.

According to investigators, 
the victim said she was 
forced off the road by an 
other car, Feb. 20, in the 
vicinity of Del Amo Blvd. 
and Carmelyn Ave., Tor- 

France.
She was then dragged 

from her car by the other 
driver, who threatened to 
kill her. He took her purse 
containing $120 and drove 
her to Del Amo Blvd. and 
Victor St., where she was 
oriminally assaulted.

Hw attacker ordered her
to run sway from the vehi-

,jfl« and across the field, she
related to Torranee police
officer!.

Luxton wa« hooked after 
S bur iff* deputies found 
Luxton 'a auto to fit, the de 
scription given them by the 
victim.

Couple Are Victims 
Of 'Error' Reports

A Torrance couple, held [death, was found dead in [court room.
ni jail for the past 71 days 
>n charges of willful child 
loglect, were ordered rr»- 
cased on their own recog 
nizance 'yesterday by the 
District Court of Appeals.

The appellate court 
agreed with contentions of 
defense attorneys that the 
pair were victims of a court 
error and had been denied 
their right to a speedy trial 
on the charges.

Claude Bishop, 40. and his 
wife, Marjorie, 39. had been 
held in county jail since 
their four year old son, Mi 
chael, was found dead 
Christmas Day.

Boy. who weighed only 
16 pounds at the time of his

his crib by his parents. Hos 
pitalized once before for 
malnutrition, It was charged 
that the boy died of starva 
tion.

LATER REPORT
A later coroner's report 

showed tharthe boy died of 
hyro-encephalitis and mur- 
iler charges were dropped 
and child neglect charges 
substituted.

Defense attorney Arthur 
Zamloch brought the case 
before the appellate court 
contending that the couple 
were the victims of an error 
by Municipal Judge Donald 
Arms t r o n g. Preliminary 
hearings on the case were 
held in Judge Armstrong's

Zamloch, \vho had been 
appointed by the court to. 
defend the couple, said that 
they had been denied their 
right to a trial withm -'*0 
 lays of arrest.

Judge Armstrong, w h o 
Was defended yat the hearing 
by deputy district attorney 
Harry Sondheim, contended 
that he had "zealously" tried 
to protect the legal rights 
of the couple, that the de 
fense counsel had been ap 
pointed on Jan. 22 and that 
it would have been an abuse- 
of "due process" clauses of 
the constitution to hold the 
trial by the Jan. 24 deadline.

Appellate court will take 
under advisement a request 
for a writ of habeas corpus.

UNDER FIRE  City officials realistically tried to re 
assure residents of a North Torrance area Monday 
nighj- that they would do everything within their power

Nearly 40 of the persons in the audience, disgusted 
with the antics of others, walked out of the meeting. 
Another meeting, to be attended by city officials and

tp end dangerous situation in their neighborhood. Open representative of the group, will convene next Tuesday
pit where 6-year-old boy drowned last week is adjacent evening before the council session,
to area. Unruly audience shouted and booed speakers. __ ___

NEATLY FOLDED FLAG . . .

'Patriotic' Vandals Inflict Hundreds of 
Dollars Damage to Flavian School Room

Two Gunmen Loot 
liquor Store in 
Lomita Holdup

Two bandits, working 
 wiftly and efficiently, held 
up a Lomita liquor store 
Monday night, tore out the 
telephone, and made their 
escape with approximately 
$100, it wa§ reported yester 
day.

Tlerk Robert R Burn- 
ham, 22, said the two en 
tered the store, located at 
20125 Western Ave. drew 
pistols and removed the 
money from the register. 
After taking his wallet they 
ordered him into a back 

and fled.

"We Hate Teachers" was 
printed in orderly fashion 
on the, blackboard; but, that 
was the only order to meet 
the eyes of Flavian Princi 
pal Rolbert Dexter as he 
opened the door of Room 10 
last Monday morning.

Vandals had done a 
thorough job of strewing 
hooks, papers, supplies, pot 
ted plants, dirt, and chalk 
through the entire room. 
The classroom had been ef 
fectively massaged with ink, 
p.-:--',- 'T !ue. rlnlk, rind flirt:

and considerable damage 
was done to the record 
pla.ver, globe, first, aid kit, 
and other equipment.

In the middle of n table 
that had been thoroughly 
cleaned of dust the van 
dals had almost reverently 
placed the room's flag that 
that had been stripped from 
Its standard, yet. meticulous 
ly and patriotically folded.

School officials say it was 
two or more school children, 
probably bov.s.

by the school officials and 
the local police department 
to locate the culprits who 
managed to inflict several 
hundred dollars worth of 
damage to the room. Fortu 
nately for the solution of 
this, several sets of finger 
prints were conveniently 
left, which the police have 
on record. However, both 
the school and the police of 
ficials would appreciate 
hearing from anyone who 
may have any further in 
form ;i1 inn.
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A»K POR AN ADTAKBR .8

FIRST MEETING   Civil Defense 
workshop storied last night in the 
basement of city hall. Classes will be 
held each Tuesday evening on surviv 
al methods in case of nuclear attack.

Above, Orin Johnson, senior admin 
istrative assistant, Councilman Willys 
Blount and Mrs. Gertrude Tooker, in 
structor, look over CD map showing 
danger areas in case of attack.

Irate Property 
Owner Threatens 
Suit Against City

Ted Kolet.os. Torrance de 
veloper, last night told offi 
cials that he would bring 
suit against the city if he 
was not granted a building 
permit on Hawthorne Blvd. 
property immediately.

Disputed property, locat 
ed south of the Old Lomita 
Blvd., on the east side of the 
street, is subject to inunda 
tion, city officials aver.

Koletos contends that 
there are already buildings 
on the land and that the 
site where he intends to 
build has never flooded. He 
told councilmen that he was 
promised the building per 
mits seven months ago but 
that they have not been 
granted. __ __

City Named in 
Suit Over Plane 
Fire Last Month

Claims totaling $H>.f>fl0.r»0 
were filed against the City 
of Torrnnce Friday as the 
result of an airplane fire 
,J;m. 1 I ;it the Torrance Air- 
purl.

.John S. Trier, 811 -11th St.. 
Manhattan Beach, and Ro 
bert Kit/.simmons, Rodondo 
Beach, are being represent 
ed by a 11 o r n e y Donald 
Hitchcock. Fitzsimmons w ;is 
a passenger in the plane.

Trier, owner of the burned 
plane, appeared before city 
counrilmen after the fire to 
complain that the field's 
firefightlng arrange 
ments were inadequate, but 
councilmen voted not to let 
him lie heard.

Damages being asked, for 
are:

Personal injury, $2..~>00; 
damage to plane, $8.510.50; 
loss of income due to dam 
age to plane, $2.450; and 
medical expenses not to ex 
ceed $500.

DISORDERLY SESSION...

Unruly Crowd 
City Officials

Demands that a large. 
dangerous, open pit in a 
North Torrance neighbor 
hood be fenced, filled and 
converted into a park 
were repeated at last 
night's council meeting, 
following an unruly ses 
sion Monday night in 
which city officials were 
hissed and booed.

Jerome S. Satuloff. a 
sales engineer. 2007 \V. 
17!Hh St.. spokesman for 
the more than 300 resi 
dents of the neighbor 
hood, demanded that the 
city fill the hole at its 
own expense, condemn the 
land and turn it into 
"anything but a trailer 
park" immediately.

Pointed comments that, 
the owner of the property

Attempts Intimidation Cf 
Mon. Hazard Hearing

might have some rights 
in the matter elicited no 
replies.

Last night's session fol 
lowed a stormy meeting 
Monday evening at. Ar 
lington" and 178th St., when 
an unruly crowd of home- 
owners shouted and booed 

%down suggestions by coun- 
Vilmen and sincere offers 
of help in relieving the 
dangerous hazard.

Pit was the scene of the 
tragic drowning of a 6- 
vear old boy last week. 
KATHY F1SCUS LAWS

Councilmen have agreed 
to enforce "Kathy Fiscus" 
laws which make it ille 
gal to leave attractive and 
hazardous nuisances un- 
fc-nced or unattended. City 
will fence off part, of the

area and will demand t'nt 
the balance be fenced by 
the owners of the proper 
ty.

One portion of the land 
Is held as a lease by 
Henry Guinzer to be used 
as a dump. When the area 
is filled and the lease ex 
pires. Guinzer ha-* prom 
ised the land to the city 
as a park site.

Balance of the lr vl Is 
owned by builder H. A. 
Watt, who holds a vavi- 
ence that permits him to 
fill the pit and then 
use the land as a site for 
a trailer park.

Another discussion ses 
sion between city officials 
and representatives of the 
homeowners has been 
called for nevt Tuesday 
night.

EARLY ENTRIES -Welcoming early 
signers in the onnuol "Miss Torrance" 
competition, which opened this week, 
Al Schmidt, representing the sponsor 
ing Chamber of Commerce, says

"hello" to Nancy Franco, Carolyn 
Keller, Carol Loupes and Dorrinc 
Zach. Winner of the competition will 
compete in "Miss Dodgers" and "Mi~- 
Anqc! 1"." competitions next month


