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YWCA BARS LOCAL MEMBERS
'School District 
Winning Battle 
-for 26 Acre Site

The 26 acre former Nav 
al Depot fite, setting for a 
hassle hetween the Torrance 
School Board and private in 
dustry, may yet wind up as 
school property, Dr. .7. H. 
Hull, superintendent, reveal 
ed today.

> Refused the Torrance, 
School Board recently by the 
General Service Administra 
tion and relegated to private 
Industry as "better serving 
the public interest," the land 
was inspected recently by 
GSA officials, after a spate of 
letters hit the government 
agency.

"We are certainly most 
grateful to the Torrance Press 
and to its editorial stand for 
helping in this matter," Hull 
declared.

In a letter received this 
week from Franklin Floete, 
director of the GSA, Hull an 
nounced Floete wrote "we 
have been advised of your

2AJ

TORRANCE-BOUND - Noted 
Columnist Drew Pearson will 
be honored here on November 
12, Chamber of Commerce 
officials announced today. 
Named for hit aid in promo 
ting the lister-city idea with 
Konya, Turkey, and for his sup 
port of Torrance's growth, 
Pearson will be an all-day guest
 f the city, with many civic
 rganizations participating.

Shopping Center 
Slated to Open 
Here October 8

Grand opening of the Park 
Western Shopping Center 
will be held this coming Sat 
urday, Oct. 8, the Torrance 
Chamber of Commerce an 
nounced today.

Located on Western Ave. 
between Sepulveda Blvd. and 
228th St., the new center will 
feature opening specials by 
all its stores all day Satur 
day, starting at 9:30 a.m. with 
a Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony.

Participating will be Tor 
rance City Officials, Cham 
ber leaders, James S. Bower, 
developer, and Betty Baker, 
1960 "Miss Torrance'."

Included in the center are: 
Dari-King Ice Cream Store, 
Horn 'O' Plenty Restaurant, 
Western Ave. Barber Shop, 
Torrance Shell Service and 
a modern self-service laun 
dry.

Many more stores will be 
inder construction soon in 

il ift center Bower declared.
(Continued on P««t IA)___

Dr. Rollin Smith 
to Direct Annual 
YMCA Breakfast

The Board of Managers of 
the Torrance YMCA has ap 
pointed Dr. Rollin R. Smith 
chairman for the fifteenth 
annual Good Neighbor Break- 
fa St.

The huge affair which fed 
over 3,000 people last year, 
Is slated Saturday, Oct. 22, 
from 6 a.m. until noon, at the 
Torrance^ YMCA headquart 
ers, 2080 Washington Ave.

Major purpose of the break 
fast will be to honor an un 
known citizen who has dem 
onstrated neighborly qualities 
during the past year.

Letters, of nomination a r t
(ContlmiMI M P«M IA)

Dope Suspect 
Uses Shirt 
in Suicide

Jerry Eugene De Gocho. 
18412 Ashley Ave., 24 years 
old, booked on suspicion of 
narcotics Friday night while 
on 2 year probation from 
South Bay Municipal Court, 
hanged himself Saturday mor 
ning with his shirt in t h e 
Torrance City Jail.

Sgt. Jack Hahn checked 
the prisoner at 9:45 Saturday 
morning. He was asking for 
cigarettes. At 9:59, the jail 
custodian observed the man 
hanging from the bars. He 
was dead at 10:13 a.m.

LOCKED OUT   Torrance YWCA leaders Pauline Greer and 
Flora Watson pound on the door of their own headquarters, 
Carson St. and Plaza Del Amo, as local members are locked out. 
The group's former parent body, the Harbor Area YW, claims 
"break-ins" necessitate new locks.

FIRST TREES The first of a long series of 
frees eventually slated to beautify Torrance 
was moved out today, as the Del Amo Es- 
tate'i recant gift to the city got under way.

On hand digging the tree here are Casper 
W. Clemmer, park superintendent, and Doug 
las Horlander, Public Works Department.

Torrance Group 
Locked Out by 
Harbor Area

Members of the Young 
Women's Christian Associa 
tion in Torrance, recently dis 
associated from its parent 
body, the YWCA Harbor 
Area, San Pedro, was fighting 
mad here this week, as it 
found its local meeting hall 
locked and barred.

"This is certainly high-

Torrance Chest 
Leaders Launch 
Advance Drive

Launched this week here 
the 1960 Community Chest 
.\dvanced Gifts campaign in 
Torrance is off to a "head 
start," leaders announced to 
day.

Hosting the kick off lunch 
eon was Torrance Advanced 
Gifts Chairman Dr. Robert 
Jackson.

"Too few people are 
aware," said Jackson, "of the 
extent of the Chest services 
here in Torrance; 9,121 peo 
ple in our city were helped 
in the past 12 month period 
by agencies supported by the 
Community Chest."

Local agencies in Torrance 
providing services are many, 
he declared.

The Boy Scouts list 2,310 
local boys participating in 
their program. Some 413 
girls here are enrolled in the 
Camp Fire Girls. The Cath 
olic Youth Organization 
served 413 young people in 
this area, and the Girl Scouts 
list 2,513, he stated.

Magazines Pick 
Local Cover Girl

Patti Birren, 4833 Carme- 
lynn St., Torrance, whose 
photographs taken of her on 
camera day last year at 
Barnsdall Park won two first 
awards for local photograp 
hers, has her picture on the 
cover of two publications this 
month.

These magazines are "Dar 
ing Romance" and "Reveal 
ing Romance." Patti, 16, is a 
senior at North High School.

handed and u n f r i e n d 1 y," 
Pauline Greer, chairman, Tor- 
ranee YWCA professional 
committee, declared today.

"We have been trying to 
establish our own Associa 
tion here in Torrance for 
some time," Miss Greer an 
nounced. "Two weeks ago, we 
received a release from the 
Harbor Area to seek our own 
affiliation with the National 
YWCA; and now this!" she 
bristled.

"To add further insult, the 
program director here, Jean 
Lembke, informed the T o r- 
rance Police Department that 
no one was to use the build 
ing unless she notified them 
of its use."

The local squabble blew up 
when a group of 55 high

school girls showed up 
Wednesday evening at 2320 
Carson St. YW for a meeting, 
They found the doors locked.

As a result, the teenagers 
held their meeting on the 
lawn, "sitting on the damp 
grass," Miss Greer declared.

The YWCA is on city 
ground, and is leased to the 
organization for a token $1 a 
year payment. Most of t h • 
interior furniture and equip 
ment was contributed by lo 
cal businessmen.

"We could use the building 
in the past, but now they 
have changed locks, and told 
us we w411 have to ask per 
mission whenever we want 
to schedule a meeting," Miss 
Greer announced.

The Harbor Area board of
(Continutd on Pnt »A)

Torrance Democrats were deep in plans this week 
for one of their most impressive events prior to the election, 
a luncheon and fashion show, starring Mrs. Peter Lawford, 
Senator Kennedy's sister, as key speaker, Wednesday, Oct.
19.

Party spokesmen an 
nounced today the event will 
be held at the Jumping Jack 
Restaurant, 2900 Pacific Coast 
Highway. Arrangements art 
under the direction of Mrs. 
Edmond Armstrong, recently 
appointed chairman, T o r-

Area Brokerage 
Firm Plans Open 
House October 7

The Palos Verdes Estates 
office of Hayden, Stone and 
Co., members of the New 
York Stock Exchange, will 
hold an open house from 3 
to 6 p.m. Friday, Oct. 7, dis 
playing its new expanded 
quarters and facilities.

The office at 19 Malaga 
Cove Plaza has tripled its 
space and been completely re 
furnished. New facilities in 
clude the recent invention 
Quotron, a translux of both 
the New York and American 
Stock Exchange, the big 
board which lists quotations 
of morfi than 200 stocks, the 
Dow Jones financial news 
ticker, a greatly enlarged li
brary, and the private wire

(Contlnuttf en Patt »A) Campaign.

ranee Women for Kennedy.
Mrs. Rosemary De Camp 

Shidler, wife of'judge John 
Shilder, South Bay Munici 
pal Court, and a leading tele 
vision and motion picture ac 
tress, will introduce the 
speaker.

Mrs. I^wford's* topic for 
the gathering will be "Stra 
tegy for Peace," party leaders 
announced.

Reservations for the lunch 
eon, $3.50 per person, may 
be made through «Mrs. Arm 
strong, 4309 Highgrove, FR 
5-8646, or at the Democratic 
Party Headquarters in Tor 
rance, FA 8-9704.

Proceeds of the affair will 
aid "Teas for TV" benefiting

FLIGHT TIME Torrance Airport manager Jack Egan, holding 
the end of tht wind-T, underlines the .fact that the city'* own 
front-yard airport, unique among cities, it attracting industry 
here. Accessibility means business, says Egan.

In a burgeoning city as 
Torrance, exploding on all 
sides with new tracts, popu 
lation and business, quietly 
overlooked as a dramatic mag 
net for new industry is the 
Torrance airport.

Unique among expanding 
cities throughout Southern 
California, Torrance offers in 
dustrial leaders an airport 
for executive type planes 
"right in their own back-

to Mayor

the latest development in the 
airport saga.

Unknown to many new 
comers in the area is the his 
tory of the Torrance Munici 
pal Airport.

Historically, the land 
which now makes up the Tor 
rance Municipal Airport de 
veloped from agricultural 
uses, truck gardening and 
feed grains, prior to World 
War II.

In 1942, the U.S. Army Air 
Force took over the land and 
improvements which the 
State of California had initiat 
ed through its Bureau of 
Public Roads.

Leaned to Operator
The Army Corps of Engin 

eers completed what was 
then called the Lomita Flight 
Strip. The Strip was used as 
a staging area for P-38 planes, 
as part of the Western De 
fense Command for the next 
few years.

manager Jack R. Egan will.. In late 1945, the Air Force

yard," according 
Albert Isen.

'And industry certainly is 
moving here because of t h e 
easy accessibility of the air 
port," the Mayor adds, cit 
ing the addition of Magna- 
vox Corporation to the Tor 
rance complex of Industries 
as the nWt recent example.

Master Plan Study
Next Tuesday evening, the 

Mayor and city cdunc.il com- 
mitteemrn Willys Blount, and 
Nickolas Drale, and airport

sit down to revise Torrance's 
master plan, to qualify for 
federal money to construct a 
new control tower. This Is

vacated the field, turning it 
over to the War Assets Ad 
ministration. In 1948, Tor 
rance acquired the property,

as a Grant Deed from the fed 
eral government.

In 1949, the airport was 
leased to an operator, who 
also performed services as 
airport manager. Two and a 
half years ago, March, 1958, 
the City of Torrance took 
over administration and man 
agement.

^vocational Flying
Activity at the airport is 

primarily avocational flying, 
however, an increasing num 
ber of executive and business 
aircraft has been generated 
by industries and manufact 
uring plants in Torrance, 
Jack Egan, manager, reports.

"Total annual operations 
per year approximately 150,- 
000," Egan reports, "with a 
peak day count of 1020." By 
actual count, there is a peak 
hour count of 105, Egan adds.

In 1958, the first annual 
Airport Day was held. Last 
year, more than 10,000 peo 
ple attended Airport Day, ob 
serving operations, exhibits 
and displays representing the

airport's role in the commun 
ity. »

Airport Day
This year, the annual Air 

port Day was devoted to serv 
ing as host for an entire 
week, climaxing with the de 
parture of the All-Women's 
Transcontinental Air Race, 
the Powder Puff Derby, which 
has*attracted national atten 
tion.

Some 80 planes and 150 
women pilots entered the 
Derby race.

Operating on an annual 
budget of $90,000 a year, and 
taking in some $125,000 a 
year, the airport, has a small 
amount annually for reinvest 
ment for "much needed cap 
ital improvements," Egan de 
clares.

The left-over monies made 
by the airport has permitted 
the city to build a portion of 
a service road along the com 
mercial frontage and a loop 
taxi-way, which has opened 
up 20 aeronautical sites for 
hangar leasing.

All Hangars Rented meet with all plans to join
At present, one of the op 

erators, Slim Kidwell, com 
pleting the construction of 
thirty T-hangars, has rented 
all of them prior to comple 
tion.

Ten operators make their 
living at the airport, provid 
ing the flying public with an 
entire gamut of services — 
sales, storage, repair, flight 
instruction, charter and rent 
al .

These men include: Roger 
Keeny and Huge Crawford, 
Acme Aircraft; V. E. Noble, 
Aero Advertising; Don Tripp, 
Aero Propeller; Ed Dietrich, 
Collins Dietrich; Slim Kid- 
well 
man, Bellanca Service.

Bob Marks, Marks Avia 
tion; Jim Gavin, Mercury Hel 
icopter; Dave Stewart, Vegas 
Airways; and John Nagel, 
Nagel Aircraft.

Torrance is now operating 
its own control tower, at an 
annual cost of some $21,000. 
In the works, as soon as 
council members and the city

with the federal government 
in construction of a control 
tower to meet every rigid re 
quirement.

Expansion Due
When completed, this will 

be turned over to the Air 
Traffic Control facilities divi 
sion of the F.A.A., and save 
the city mqre then $20,000 
each year.

With Torrance's proposed 
master plan underway, the 
airport will ultimately have 
a main runway of some 5000 
feet, with warm-up aprons, 
and high speed turn-offs. A 
secondary runway of 2500 to 
3000 feet will serve small air 
craft.

Upcoming also, is a study 
now underway to consider the 
possibility of the airport is 
suing revenue bonds, to ac 
quire land now vacant.

With many top-level indus 
tries turning increasingly to 
flying their key personnel 
back and forth for confer 
ences, Torrance's own "back 
yard" airport is rapidly be 
coming a "front yard" attrac 
tion—a beacon to business.
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