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Torrance Press Drive for
Support-Teenager

The Torrance Preas-spon- 
 ored drive, to aid young 15 
year old Rollin "Hook" Reser, 
stricken with a dangerous 
disease, and lying in the Riv 
iera Hospital with a newly 
amputated leg, gained mo 
mentum this week from rank 
and file citizens throughout 
the area.

More than $600 has been 
date, with in 

quiries coming in avery day, 
David L. Weeks, area chair 
man to aid the youth, told 
the Torrance Press today.

Meanwhile, the L o m i t a 
Auto Wash, owned by Al Di 
Rocco, Highway 101 and Nar- 
bonne, will stage an all-day 
car-wash drive, Sunday, Oct. 
2, with all proceeds ear- 

for tht "Hook" Reser

than 20 volunteers
Fund. 

More
will man the car-wash sta 
tion, working from 9 a.m. un 
til late afternoon. Di Rocco 
will turn over all proceeds of 
the day to the drive.

Mrs. Ralph Reser, the boy's 
mother, works part-time at 
the car wash station, 

l Expressing thanks to the 
community for its support in 
this drive to help raise funds 
for the stricken teen-ager,

Ralph Reser, the boy's father 
declared "there are certainly 
a lot, of good-hearted "people 
here, and we are deeply ap 
preciative."

Reser, employee of the 
Mayflower Trailer Co. in 
Torrance, and his family live 
at 1630 W. 254th St.

In addition to collection 
jugs placed in stores through 
out the community for the 
fund, the Harbor City-Ix>mita 
Babe Ruth League has sched 
uled a dance 6ct. 21, with pro 
ceeds going to the drive.

"Oct. 22 is Hook's birth 
day; he will be sixteen," Mrs. 
Reser announced.

Youiig "Hook" Reser, base 
ball-playing, average teen 
ager before he was felled by 
the sometimes fatal disea.se, 
does not know the serious 
ness of his case. "His spirits 
are good," his mother de 
clared.

Torrance residents w h o 
wish to contribute to t h e 
"Hook" Reser drive may mail 
their checks to Box 392, Lo- 
mita, or to the "Hook" Reser 
fund, care of the Torrance 
Press, 3238 Sepulveda. Checks 
may be made out to the 
"Hook" Reser Fund.

"We are facing a financial'for teachers' salaries, a n d to
crisis and unless the voters 
endorse the school tax over- 
ri -if. the Torrance Unified 
School District, will be short 
one million dollars in this 
year's budget," Superintend 
ent J. If. Mull warned home- 
owners this week in an ap 
peal for public support.

The school tax override, 
fifty cents, will be voted upon 

Win a. city-wide election Tues 
day. Oct. 11.

"This vote has nothing to 
do with bond money for new 
building," Mull emphasized. 
"The tax override is purely

Torrance C. of C. 
Manaqer Honored 
With Resolution

Torrance'* Chamber of 
Commerce director, Richard 
R. Fitzgerald, has   new 
citation to hang on his wall 
this week.

Fitzgerald was the recipient 
of a State Assembly resolu 
tion. prr:;ented to him at, the 

fchamber's monthly breakfast 
meeting here, commending 
him for his "record of leader-
 hip."

The resolution, presented 
by Charles Edward Chapel, 
46th District, and Vincent 
Thomas, 68th District, cited 
Fitzgerald's efforts to "im 
prove the economics of t h e 
State, by his guidance in the 

afield of industrial develop-

Kitzgerald was selected as 
one of California's outstand 
ing young men of 1959. He 
wrved as president of the 
California State Junior Cham 
ber in 1955 and 1056. and as 
vice president, of the U.S. 
Junior Chamber in 1956 and 
1057.

Cementer Gets 
Many Phone Calls

If you want work, there's 
one way to bring results, 
says Jesse Howard. 316 S. 
Kemp St. "Use the Torrance 
Press Classified section," 
Howard claims.

"F put an ad In the Tor-
|*raore Press to do cement

work driveways and patios
--and received a number of 
cnjls. When the ad expired, 
1 placr-d it again for four 
more times. Keeps me busy," 
says Howard. Call DA 5-1515 
and ask for a courteous ad- 
takc»r to help you word an' 
action want-ad.

keep our schools a going con 
cern," Hull declared.

"If there were^ other ways 
of raising the/needed money, 
we would do so," Hull an 
nounced. "However, we can 
not stop inflation, nor the 
high birth-rate, nor new peo 
ple moving into Torrance," 
he said.

The Torrance school board 
budget for this year is $11,- 
600,000, "and we have budg 
eted every cent of it, .includ 
ing using every drop of our 
reserve money," Hull de 
clared.

Ordinarily, school boards 
have a ten percent "reserve" 
to carry them over summer 
months and to pay the first, 
months' salaries, until taxes 
are collected, Hull explained.

The state makes the first 
pavment of tax collected mon 
ies available in November.

"Our teachers are looking 
after the largest school en 
rollment in the history of 
Torrance schools," H u 1J 
stated, adding "every indica 
tion shows our high school
enrollment will increase tre- 

(Contlnuta on rat* A-t)

COMMUNITY AID—Auto wash owner Al DiRocco shows Mrs. 
Ralph Reser, mother of young "Hook" Reser, 15-year-old am 
putee, a cample of the jugs local residents have placed through 
out the area to aid the stricken youngster.

Boys Wild Midnight Ride 
Police Merry Chase

ging from side'io >i''<' °" M : 
thru a red sigi; i

two Torrance boys, 
12, early Tuesday

P a n 1 Revere's midnight 
ride warning the early set 
tlers on the east coast "t h e 
British were coming," had 
nothing on an even wilder 
ride by 
11 and 
morning.

Unlike the boys in Mark 
Twain's sagas of mid-western 
life, where Huckleberry Finn 
took a raft down the easy-go 
ing Mississippi River, young 
Daniel Timms, 12, and his 
pal, Randy Landreath, 11, 
took the Timms' car on a 00- 
mile an hour spree down the 
Pacific ('oast Highway.

The boys were taking off 
to "hole up in the mountains," 
but the six year old family 
Chevy only made it to Haw 
thorne Blvd.. near the Palos 
Verdes boundary line.

('aught up in the wild rid,e 
were units from the Torrance 
and the Redondo Brach po 
lice departments, giving fran 
tic chase.

Police cars first, caught 
whiff of the merry ride when 
their heads snapped as the 
southbound car whizzed by 
at 85 miles an hour.

Hot, on the pursuit, the 
boys led the police down Pa 
cific Coast Highway,

JUMP FOR JOY—Three El Cammo co-eds let loose with a wild 
leap as they learn they have been chosen Grid Queen and Prin 
cesses at the college this week. Left to right, the high kickeri 
are Gayle Pettitt, Torrance; Camilla Hill, Inglewood, queen, 
and Joyce Morris, Manhattan Beach. Coronation is set for to 
morrow evening on campus.

fishtailing, and *<,,.,,.,,,^ on 
antf off center islands.

Police tried to set up a 
road block at the Coast High 
way near Hawthorne, but 
the boys merely pushed down 
harder on the accelerator, 
swerving from one side of the 
street to the other, missing a 
head-on collision by inches.

The boys were finally halt 
ed near the Palos Verdes line, 
but only after they crashed 
into the left rear fender of 
the Redondo police depart 
ment's lf)60 Ford.

The two youths were taken 
into custody at, the Redondo 
Beach police station, where 
young Timms tried to make 
an escape, but was foiled.

The wild 5-mile pursuit 
came to a final end as harried 
police officers mopped their 
brows in the early hours.

The Timms' car was im 
pounded, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Cloyf K. Timms Jr.. 2828 
Martha St., and Mr. and Mrs. 
Roy Landreath, 1959 Renosa, 
in Torrance were called with 
the news that their youngs 
ters were far frohi ihf»ir in 
dividual beds.

To paraphrase the old-time 
radio announcer, "there's 
raxor-atropping time tonight!"

13-Year-Old Boy 
Smashes Truck

Edward Lee Surber, M, of 
3106 Antonio in Torrance, 
will think twice before he 
borrows his parents' car.

Young Surber got behind 
the whnol of his father's 
eight year old Plymouth after 
dinner Tuesday evening, and 
drove around the block. HP 
managed to jump t a curb, 
smash H banana tree belong 
ing to Ge/,a Or ley, 1625 Maple 
St., and rammed into a 
p.nkod truck, property of 
Harry Brummett, I«32 Ma 
ple St.

Accident Victim 
Improving Here

Young David Johnson, 3634 
W. 227th St., was reported in 
good condition at Little Com 
pany of Mary Hospital today, 
after being struck Monday by 
a car at 225th and Sepulveda 
in Torrance. The boy had 
suffered cuts and bruises.

Police said the boy was 
struck by a car driven by 
George K. Mark, 42. The boy 
wa« on a bicyclr. Mark, 3523 
W. 225th St., was not held.

City Accepts Gift 
of Trees from 
Del Amo Estate

Torrance's most generous 
gift of recent years, a sub 
stantial growth of trees 
eventually worth close to 
three quarter million dollars 
by the Del Amo Estates, won 
approval this week as t h e 
city council unanimously ap 
proved accepting the trees.

The council also voted to 
allocate an initial Rum of 
$5000 to cover cost, of remov 
ing the trees and transplant 
ing them to chosen areas 
throughout the city.

Presented to Torrance re 
cently by the Del Amo firm, 
through the efforts of Coun 
cilman Victor Benstead, the 
trees had been questioned by 
some city councilmen as cost 
ing too much to remove, and 
being in some instances "un 
desirable."

City councilmen Willys 
Blount, and George Vico re 
ported they had inspected the 
entire area, and told council- 
men "we can have any trees 
we want from this area."

Removal of the trees will 
proceed during the next two- 
year period. City councilmen 
also unanimously approved 
a resolution of appreciation 
on behalf of the city be pre 
sented to the donors.

for Large Scale 
Building Program

Planing to improve and de 
velop Alondra Park into one 
of the finest regional recrea 
tional centers in Southern 
California, the Board of 
Supervisors this week awar 
ded construction contract for 
major improvements in t h e 
northwest section of the park 
and approved preliminary 
plans for the development of 
approximately eight, acres in 
the northwest portion, of the 
park.

Under terms of the im 
provement contract awarded 
to, the low bidder, the CJeis- 
ler Construction Company, 
work will start in the north 
west, section within 30 days.

Work will, include a new 
playground are'a, ball field 
improvements, two paved off- 
street parking areas, picnic 
tables, drinking fountains 
walls, walks, new lawns and 
landscaping.

Preliminary plans for the 
northwest section of the park 
extending from Manhattan 
Beach boulevard west of Do- 
mingue/ chanel to the lake 
area, call for the removal of 
the existing service yard and 
a number of temporary build 
ings and the complete devel-

(Continued M ?••• A-J)

Man Praised for 
Saving Life of 

Teenage Girl
For courage above his nor 

mal line of duty in rescuing 
a drowning girl, Torrance 
fireman Kenneth V. Atkinson, 
4838 Theo Ave., won the 
plaudits of the city council 
here this week.

In a letter received by 
George Stevens. city man 
ager, Mr. and Mrs. Jesse^L. 
Johnson Jr., of Rialto, wrote, 
"thanks to one of your fire 
man. Ave still have our 13 
year old daughter."

"We are spending our va 
cation in Green Valley. This 
morning we and the people 
from the next camp went 
down to the lake. My hus 
band took the boys fishing, 
and the lady next to us and I 
took the small children swim 
ming. We let the bigger girls 
rent paddle boards a little 
ways down from us.

"We were watching the 
girls and suddenly the 
neighbor said, 'Wasn't that 
your daughter that went un 
der,' I looked and she was 

going under again.

GROUND BREAKING—With young 8-y««r- 
old Tammy Brink at th« controls, Superin 
tendent J. H. Hull and School Board Presi 
dent William C. Boswell lend • hand, •»

earth flies for Torrance's newest schol, Vic 
tor Elementary. The school Is the first of four 
to be built soon. (Story on Page 6).

KENNETH ATKINSON
"She said later she had 

cramps in her lep« and whan 
she slipped off the board she 
couldn't get back on, and 
when she tried, the board 
slipped away from her.

"My 12 year old girl saw 
her but she fro/.e, and t h   
13 year old girl with them 
didn't see what was happen 
ing. My younger daughter 
started screaming for help.

"We started running and 
screaming. We were a b o u t 
100 yards away from them, 
but before we were half way 
there, a young fellmv w a a

PM» M)

Contract to Build 
New City Hall 
Addition OK'd

The City Council this week 
approved awarding a contract 
to the Coastate Builders of 
Long Beach to errect the new 
public works building direct 
ly behind the city hall.

The contract, covering a 
low bid of $223.823, will in 
clude construction of the new 
addition, as well as enlarg 
ing of the present west side) 
of the city hall, George Stev 
ens, city manager, announced.

The council which fcad 
originally been presented 
with an estimate of 
$200.000 to complete the con 
struction, approved an addi 
tional $25,000 from the unap 
propriated funds.

Construction, slated to h« 
completed in 180 days, will 
commence within the next 
few weeks, Stevens declared.

Chamber Endorses Salary 
Raise for Mayor, Council

The Chamber of Commerce i for! expended in the interest 
Tuesday evening voted unan- of the City and continue to 
imously to endorse a substan- attract capable men for these 
tial pay raise for members of positions," Pyle announced. 
the city council I an* the may- T , insufficient time 
or. declaring "they deserve " « c 
this increase, and this will <° Pliloe this on t!le Novem- 
continue to attract men of ber ballot. Richard FiUger- 
high caliber." aid. chamber manager, de-

Led by Chamber President dared, nor is there any rea- 
Richard'S. Pyle. twenty-five son to have a special elec- 
chamlW members voted to tion. be added. 
endorse increasing city conn- The chamber also approved 
cil members' pav from the Hie selection of the following 
present. $100 a' month to $250. area directors: Abe Robinson, 
The mayor's salary would be Bill Hanson, Albert Burke, 
hiked from the current $100 Archie Grove, Tom Jones, 
to $350. I<W Nirkle, Bill Belding and

"After due consideration 1oj-lohn Wallace. ______ 
the great amount of time and
effort put forth by the May- Post Office CVCS 
or and the City Council, cov- ^-M   i t J I

Help

Young Teenage Orators 
Offered Legion Award

ering the activities for the
City of Torrance we highly rhris(nias employment for 
recommend that the salanes men only a( tn</main hranch 
for the (ouncilmen be f)f tnc Post ()fice ]4;^ Mar. 
raised, tfie resolution de- celina Ave WM anounce(i to-

day by Mrs. Clara Conner,
"This will have a twofold Torrance Postmistress. 

benefit. This Inrreast will October 1, 9 to 12 noon, 
partially compensate, the will bo the only day for men 
Councilmrn and the Mayor of to make their applications for 
our City for tht terrific tf-ithis ttanonal work.

Young Torrance orators 
will be given a chance 
to compete for varied medals 
and prizes in a new oratorical 
contest sponsored by the 
Bort S. Crossland American 
Legion, Post 170, Legion offi 
cials announced todav.

Staged in the Torrance 
high schools, and open to all 
high school students, the con 
tests will be presented in 
mid-January. One written 
and one extemporaneous talk 
based on the Bill of Rights 
will be the theme of the con 
test.

In addition to medals 
awarded by the local Post, 
district, area, state and na 
tional winners will also re 
ceive awards, according to J. 
R. Gateley, past commander.

The Legion Post also ap 
proved granting American 
Legion School Awards t h 1 i 
year, as it has in the past.

lyast, year, ten students 
won these medals, presented 
to one boy and one girl from 
each of the high schools and 
Stephen White Junior High 
School.

Award winners In 1959 in- 
cludad Joyct Btaird, J a m t  

Laird. North High; Suzan 
Saari, James Armstrong, Tor- 
ranee High; Michael Rob- 
bins. Carolyn Waddingham, 
South High: and Judy Ed 

ison, Walter Brown. Barbara 
Rosenbaum and John Blake- 
more, Stephen White School.

These medals are based on 
a five-point score by Legion 
officials, emphasizing honor, 
courage, scholarship, leader 
ship and service, Gateley de> 
\clared.

Newt Mathis. Americanism 
chairman, announced full in 
structions will be given to all 
high schools within the near 
future.

The Post also authorized 
sending one or more boys to 
"Boy's State" in Washington 
D.C." this year. Bill Stein- 
wachs Jr.. from South High 
represented the Legion in 
Sacramento last year.

Plans have also been ap 
proved by the Post to spon 
sor another junior leagut 
baseball team, with Comman 
der Stan Heiman in charg*. 
The last team, coached by 
O/.zie Grimes, won the dis 
trict championship, official! 
announced.


