
The Largest Circulating Newspaper between Los Angeles and Long Beach

ORfl.BNCfc lOftRANCf

AWARD WHup TORRANCE PRESS
1406 CRAVENS AVE. FA 8-2345 lOc PER COPY

VOL. X SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 1959 NUMBER 40

Taxes (limb 
to New Highs 
in City, County

Another tax boost Is tn store 
for Torrance residents this year.

The newest spiral in what 
fceems to be an almost inevitable

«r»arly increase was fixed this 
eek by the County Board of Su- 

prrvisors.
Tt shows that in Jf)5f)-fiO Tor 

rance taxpayers will be paying; p 
combined county-city total of 
about $8J7, or 5fi cents more 
than they paid this year.

This year's rate was about 
$7.62 per $100 assessed value.

Highest item on the bill is the
Torrance Unified School District

£ix of $3.4f» per $100 assessed
valuation, a 29-cont increase over
this year's figure.

"A Shocking Blow" 
County supervinorH this wefk 

approved the highest general ta.' 
rate in county history, a rate <> f 
$2.08, which Supervisor Kenneth 
Hahn described a« a "shocking 
blow" to county taxpayers. 

The new county tax is an fn-

«<!asr> of ] 1 cents over this yearV 
fee of $1.07.
According to Hahn, "Taxpay 

ers will not receive the full im 
pact of the rate increase until 
they get their tax bills in Novem 
ber." ' I

For Torrance residents, those 
bills will include a city tax of 
$1.2888, a flood control tax of 
$.367, a water district tax ofj 
$.17 and an estimated sanitation 

jaiistrict tax of *.20, for each $100 
in assessed valuation.

All of these rates are higher 
than this year, except for a one- 
cent drop in the water district 
tax.

Highest
The Kl f'amino College tax 

rate of $.5713 brings the taxpay 
er's burden to a total of $8.17. 
Tt is the first time In history 
that the combined county-city 

have climbed over the $8

Police Halt City 
Store Looting
Solve Series of 
Bicycle Burglaries

A two-week string of burglaries in the Torrance area 
which,had police mystified came to a sudden end yester 
day when juvenile officers arrested two young local boys 
who alledgedly confessed to the crimes.

Police said the boys, ages 10 and 12, admitted five
burglaries in the area, and may 
be responsible for others.

Stolen was an estimated $78 
and Home merchandise.

Hahn's market, 6^5 Sartori, 
twice was broken into and robbed, 
the second time only one day af 
ter police hnd investigated the 
first burglary.

Other local stores hit were the 
Torrance TV Studio, the Quality 
Market, and A-l Photo. Tn a dramatic and well-coor-

According to Lt. G u s dinated stake-out yesterday po-

Phony Solicit 
of Band Funds 
Stirs Area

Rethwisch, the boys entered lice and Coleman Engineering

HEIGH-HI, HEIGH-THO It's off to school we 
go, for the first time. A big event in the life 
of hundreds of Torrance children Thursday will 
be their first day in school. Typical kindergarten 
student is Kenneth Madden, 5, whose mother, 
Mrs. Ralph Madden, 2018 W. 180th St., bun- 
dies him u<p with coat and lunch box for his

morning's walk to Arlington Elementary School. 
Kenneth "can hardly wait" to meet his new 
teacher. Mrs. Madden says, "He has a pretty 
good idea what it's all about. He and other 
neighborhood children have been playing school 
all summer on the patio."

Hahn's by tearing the screen and I Company officials combined to 
breaking a window with a rock, j arrest a Torrance man attempt- 

Sneaked Out of House i inn: illegally to solicit funds.

Torrancc's school tax Includes 
a J7-cnnt increase in the general 
operating budget due to rising 
costs and higher enrollment.

about nine 
interest on 

in

Vacation Ends for 25,000, 
City Schools .Start Thursday

All burglaries were carried out 
at night. The boys sneaked out of 
the house after their parents 
were asleep, police said.

Clue to solution of the myster 
ious burglaries which, according 
to Rethwisch, "had Us all a little 
worried," was a red bicycle.

After the second Hahn case, 
a woman witness noticed boys on 
bicycles and police were alerted.

A red bicycle was noticed by an 
officer investigating the attempt 
to .break into A-l Photo, and offi 
cers Jim Popp and Douglas Nice

Vacation is over. And it's back to reading, writing, lima, Edison, steelc and Mad-ilinked the dues together.
and 'rithmctic for some 20,000 elementary and 6,000 high 
school students.

Torrance'schools start Thursday.
The mass pilgrimage of young people back to the 31

It also includes 
cents' increase for
bonds and a three-cent boost 
the district contribution to em 
ployee retirement funds.

'Schools O.K. 
$2 MiHion 
Bond Sale

An additional $2,000,000 in 
building bonds will be sold by 

^he Torrance Unified School Dis 
trict in October, the Board of 

Plication decided this week Ac 
tual sale of the bonds will be 
by the County Board of Supervis 
ors.

The bonds must be sold, Assis 
tant Superintendent S. E. Wild- 
rip Mid, if the district's to con 
tinue to receive state *sid in its 
construction program. Part of the 

' money also will be used to com 
plete South High snd continue 

high school expansion.
The sale will bring the amount 

of bonds sold during the past 
year to $5,350,000. During the 
period, the district opened sev 
en new schools and additions to 
five others. Work currently is 
under way on two new schools 
and additions at 11 others.

To speed the building program, 
voters last October authorized an 

Additional $15,000,000 in bonds 
for school construction. Bond 
funds can be used only for build 
ings and equipment.

Holiday Cart Urged
Torrance residents were cau 

tioned today to be especially care 
ful during the last two days of 
the Labor Day holiday weekend.

Noting that "too many South- 
riand residents have already been 
victim* of needless accidents," 
County Sheriff Peter J. Pitchess 
called for "common sense and 
safety precautions" to cut down 
on driving, swimming and house 
hold mishaps today an-, tomor 
row.

brick buildings is a big event 
annually for both'ttudents and 
parents. It means the end of sum 
mer jobs or play and beginning 
the yearly routine of learning.

Some 215 new teachers report 
ed Thursday for orientation ses 
sions from their principals. All 
950 Torrance instructors will be 
back in their classrooms next 
Tuesday to get ready for the 
rush of students.

Frtthmen Start Wednesday
High school freshmen will en 

ter their schools next Wednesday, 
Sept. 9, for pre-.school activities, 
with North and Torrance High 
students arriving at 8:30 and 
South High pupils .at 9 a.m.

All students will be at t h « i r 
desks on Thursday morning, with 
times varying from school to 
schooL North High will start 
at 7:40, South High at R. and 
Torrance High at 8:05. Elemen 
tary starting times can be ob 
tained from the schools.

North High students will report 
as follows: seniors to rooms 101- 
115; juniors to rooms 306-317;

sophomores to 207-219; freshmen 
to teacher-counsellor*; and new 
students to the cafetorium.

Torrance High .seniors will re 
port to the senior patio; juniors, 
upper tennis court; sophomores, 
science patio; freshmen, teacher- 
counsellors; and new students, 
auditorium.

South High student* will be di 
rected by signs at the school. 

All Cafeterias Open
Cafeterias at all schools except 

Torrance Elementary and Fern- 
Greenwood will be in operation 
for the first day of school, with 
a menu including hot, dogs and 

[brownies. Lincoln and Columbia 
cafeterias will be in operation 
for the first time.

Elementary lunches will be 30 
cents and milk, also available, for 
sack lunches, costing four cents. 
Ice cream bars are six cents. Men- 
IM will be sent home with chil 
dren.

Strikes during the summer de 
layed construction of additions to 
North a«d South Highs, and Wal-

Council Tiffs Over 
1960 Election Bids

A low bid by the Wheeler Company of Los Angeles 
for providing 1960 election supplies has been approved 
by the City Council over Mayor Albert Isen's objection.

Isen criticized the company for overcharging the city 
for similar services in the 1958 election. 

He noted, however, that costs

rona Schools, as well as the Tor 
rance Elementary cafeteria. The 
result will be temporary use of 
all available classroom space at 
North and South High and double 
sessions at the elementary 
schools. Most of the facilities 
should be ready within about 60 
days, according to officials.

3300 on Doubt* Sts»ions
Double sessions will be about 

3300 students, about 1000 stu 
dents down from 1958 opening 
day. Half-day session* will dip 
sharply with the completion of 
the delayed additions at Walteria, 
Edison, Steele and Madron« and 
of recently started additions at 
An/a. Arlington. Newton, Lincoln 
and Se-pulveda Schools.

The latter five should be ready 
early next year. Recently-started 
Adams School also in expected to 
open during the year.

Fern Greenwood siudents will 
be on double session, because of 
rehabilitation work on the Fern 
Ave. ,<Iant. The cafeteria will not 
be In operation, becsu?te it i* lo 
cated in the V rn facility. Fern
Is expected 
next year.

to be ready early

SAFETY CAMPAIGN,BEGINS
This week has been designated 

as "Rack-to-School Safely Week"

Officers Link Clues 
Solution of the rase was pro 

vided by officers H. B. Ingram 
and Jim Dnnicl, who tracked the 
clues to the boys' home and found 
some stolen merchandise.

The boys probably will not be 
prosecuted but instead placed on 
probation with' their family.

Responsibility for prosecution 
rests with Lt. Rethwisch, who be 
lieves that "the people who lost 
money and Roods must be re- 
compensated," but doubts that 
police will file to hold the boys 
in custody because of their age.

No Local Teachers 
Under Investigation

None of Torrancc's <».r>0 public 
school teachers are currently in 
volved in the investijrations of 
the House Un-American Activi 
ties Committee, according to Dr. 
J. H. Hull, district superintendent 
of schools.

The Committee subpoenaed 93 
California teachers, including 
many from Los Angeles county 
communities, hut has turned over 
its files to Dr. Roy E. Simpson, 
state superintendent, for relay to 
local school boards. Local boards 
will complete the investigations.

The files are now in the hands 
of Atty. lien. Mosk.

Melford Gapre, 34, 20837 Hall- 
dale, is now in custody on sus 
picion of theft.

Police say Gage visited at least 
100 places of business in Tor 
rance area posing as a fund rais- 
er for the Torrnnce Youth Band.

"He's with a band all right," 
says Lt. Brown, "hut it's not tho 
Youth Band, and he shouldn't be 
askinp for funds under that 
name."

Brown said Gatro woil^s for tlv 
Mel-O-Dee Band, of 2116(5 S. 
Western Ave.

Reports that illegal solioitinp, 
I of merchants was ironicr on first 
reached the ears of band direc 
tor James Vnn Dyck last week

When "at least 15 businesses" 
called Van Pyck and hi* wife, 
Mrs. Van Pyck notified nolice.

"The band doesn't »ret its 
money by collection," Mrs. Van 
Pyck points out, "There's no tell 
ing how many people have given 
the man money without calling | 
us about It."

According to police, at least 
$300 was collected under false 
pretenses.

Lt. A. S. Thomnson, president 
of the Youth Band, alerted mer 
chants in the area to be on the 
lookout for a solicitor when both 

'Coleman Engineering and Pr. 
William E. Grubb*' office report 
ed his visits on Thursdav.

Yesterdnv. Coleman Engineer-, 
itig called Thomnson with the in-1 
formation that "the man will be

WELCOME TO TORRANCE -Dr. J. H. Hull, superintendent of 
schools, offers kind words of welcome to new school teacher 
Judith Sassman, who finds Torrance "a very friendly community." 
She will teach fourth and fifth grades at Meadowpark school. All 
new teachers and their families were feted at a steak fry in 
Torrance Park Thursday by the Chamber of Commerce and the 
downtown merchants. Civic and school officials greeted guests 
and introduced them to the city. The new teachers are now 
being oriented in their chosen schools.

Thomnson hurried over to join i 
Coleman's cornorntion fttornev i 
in a wait for the cal'er to come j 
in to pick up his check. j

When Gnge showed up, Thomp 
son toolc him into custodv.

Arraignment in South Rny 
Municinal Court will probably be 
Thursday, according to police.

Both Mrs. Van Dyck and Lt. 
'Thompson are relieved that the

Three Dead, Two Homeless 
in Lawndale Shwfimp Fray

A fragic shooting spVee in Lawndale early Friday 
left throe people dead and two young children orphaned 
and alone. ^

Father of one of the children. Kruce Kelly, 24. shot 
his wife Rose, 20, a neighbor woman, Mrs. Coy Lee Bates,

i, and then committed suicide. 
Mrs. Kelly was living with Mrs.Building High in August

A high rate of building dur Ratrs and B ' > ear ' old Wil1i *
ing August  valued at nearly! George Bates, an adopted son, at

week -by the city building depart 
ment. The

time of the. shooting. 
Kellys were pronounced

"As far as we know, no Tor- illegal soliciting has come to an
throughout Jxw» Angeles County, iranoe teacher has been subpoened j p»d. "ft mnrht have given the [dustrial building continued at

Total permits issued in August!Head on arrival at Jones Medi- 
reached $4,401,164. Single dwell- |cnl Center, Gardens. Mrs. Bates 
ings, with 117 new units re port-! died later at Harbor General hos 
ed, led the list at $1.0)92.375. In- Ipital. Torrance.

The safety campaign is spoasored 
by /chool and civic officials.

name, thejMgh rate, with H $1,248,300 valu 
ation on six permit?.

City Soks Applicant!
A new job Is open in Torrance 

Mty government for qualified res 
dents.

The position, titled "assistant 
to director of public works," is 
primarily that of a staff coordi
nator. 

Applicants must have four
years experience or education in 
public works administration and 
must apply before 6 p.m. Sept. 
11. A civil service examination
will be given at 0 a.m. 
n the c.ity hall.

Sept.

have been trimmed from a high 
total of $42,000 in 1050 to a 
probable total of $25,000 for the 
1960 election.

Wheeler bid $7371 for supply 
ing 160 precincts., The vote ap 
proving his contract was S to 1.

At Tuesday's meeting, Council 
also ordered a review c ' the wage 
increases paid cit;- employees. A 
delegation of custodians com 
plained that some men had re 
ceived a five per cent increase 
and others only half that imoun*. 
They requested an across-the.- 
board increase for all classes. 

Salm Ranch Subdivided
Portions of a long-time ranch 

in the Torrance area, that of 
John Salm, novelty-shell manu 
facturer, will be turned into   
resident subdivision, Council was 
Informed. j

The council rezoned the area 
from agricultural to residential 
so that eight and one-half acred

district will be planned to pre 
serve the ornamental landscaping 
of the ranch.

In other actions, Council ap- 
proved construction of a split- 
level parking lot for 22 cars near 
the corner of Torrance Blvd. and 
Portola Ave., in spite of Council 
man Robert B. .1,-ihn's fear th«t 
"plans don'l show where to drive 
into the lot."

Apartments Downtown
Council gave JManninx Director 

George Powell the green light to 
hold hearings and prepaiv an or 
dinance rezonin^ areas of down 
town Torrance lor multiple hous 
ing.

Powell said a pilot area will 
be chosen to test the now type 
of zoning, known as IU13.

"This could affect 500 lots," 
Powell said. They are located 
south of Carson between Cabrillo 
and Arlington.

At Councilman Bcrstcad's re 
quest, City Manager George 
Stevens is attempting to deter-

of the well-landscaped 20-acreimine means by which Torrance
property at 1050 W. 182nd SH. 
could be devoted to private 
dwellings.

George Steinkamp of P a I o s 
Verdes Estates, subdivides has 
assured Salm, who ,/il continue 
to live in his home, that the new

would benefit by the federal-aid- 
to-airport program.

Benstead noted that congress 
has extended the offer to local 
airports and K.iid he hoped that 
Torrancr could fine some way to 
participate.

and no files will be turned over
Mrs. Bates, a widow, had near 

ly completed adoption proceed- 
'ings for the boy, but her death 
loft him homr'osp for the third 
time in his I'V.

A friend of both women, Clar 
ence I.OU^T, 40, was in the apart 
ment at the time of the shooting*
 ind suffered a flesh wound.

Markal Quarrel
Lptfge told police that the

hooting resulted from a marital
r iirht between the Kellys.

Kelly separated from his wife
-bout 10 days apo. He had been 
iving in the San Diego area and 
>ok his three-yenr-oid daughter 

Sharon with him l»st Sunday.
Shortly after midnight Friday. 

1 e returned to the Lawndale 
partment in order to attempt a 

reconciliation with his wife, but 
when she refused, he took out a 
.38 caliber pistol and shot both 
Mrs. Kelly nnd Mrs. Bates, and 
then put the last bullet in his 
own head. Lejrjre said.

Lefftfe told police Kelly gave 
no warning that he was about 
to firo.

BEFORE CONSTRUCTION lt's just a hole in the ground, but 
afterward, it's a modern architectural marvel. The spirit is there 
AS these official ground breakers demonstrate. Tilling the earth 
for the new Magnavox plant in TorrAnce are, from left, Richard 
A. O'Connor, chairman of the board of directors, Magnavov

Myra Barrett, Miss Industry of Santa Monica; Mayor Albert 
Isen; Betty Baker, Miss Torrance; Dr. Ragnar Thorensen, man 
ager of the West Coast operation. Groundbreaking ceremonies 
were held Wednesday.

I OFFICES CLOSE
I TOMORROW
\; Torranco city hall and cMc 

offices will be closed Monday
; in observation' of the Labor 

Day holiday. City offices will
f be open on Wednesday, how 

ever.
All federal offices in the 

area will also be closed only 
on Monday.

State and county buildings 
in Torrance and South Bay 
cities will be closed both Mon 
day and Wednesday, in honor 
of Admission Day.


