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City Aide Quits as 
Road Probe Begins

LOCKING THE DOORS Mrs. Esther Mafland-,

er shows new safety lock to her son, Robbie
AUn, 2, after the toddler decided to take a

.long walk through the night while his mother

was at work. Mother finally located him at the 

police station Friday morning, where he was 

bedded down for the night.

Seek Rezoning 
of 97 Acres for 
Second Time

Another application to rezone

47 acres of manufacturing land 
Or residential and commercial 

uses has been filed with the 
Planning Commission.

The request for zone change 
of the vacant land at the south­ 
west corner of Seuplvcda and 
Crenshaw Blvd.s. 'was made by 
the Getty Oil Co.

A similar rczo ng request was 
fumed down last year, but with 

^fic comment that it mijfht be re­ 
considered unless the area is de­ 
veloped with industry.

WINS FIRE AWARD

Robert L. Clark of 20518 Wood 
Ave., Torranee, is one of 12 LOK 
Angeles firemen who received 
certificates for completing a 
course in aircraft crash fire 
fighting.

Roaming Toddler 
Slips Fam ily Drag net

Robbie Alan Mailander, two and one-half, .spent an 
adventurous .night Tuesday while his mother, father 
and grandmother were completely unaware that he was 
not sound asleep in his bed.

After he was tucked in bed by his grandmother, 
Mrs. Audra Mailander, the toddler decided to leave his 
home at 19326 Beckworth Ave. and visit his mother, 
who was working in an Inglewood restaurant.

Robbie slipped unnoticed out of the house and yard 
but finally was spotted by Bob Okrai in a shopping cen­ 
ter at 100th St. and Inglewood. Me brought him down to 
the police station, where officers bedded, him down for 
the night in a juvenile cell, while they tried to find his 
parents.

At about 7 a.m. Friday, the grandmother discover­ 
ed that Robbie was missing, woke up his father, who 
in the meantime had come home from his swing shift 
job in an aircraft plant.

The mother, Mrs. Esther Mailander, contacted on 
her graveyard shift, joined the frantic search until they 
finally found the tot in the police station.

When she came in to claim the missing tot, he was 
calmly munching on a doughnut and drinking a glass 
of milk, undisturbed by all the uproar.

Engineer Shakeup 
in City Continues

Resignation of another top engineering1 official was 
received Thursday even as the City Council awaited re­ 
sults of an investigation into allegedly shoddy construc­ 
tion of major streets. N

John V. Patrick, assistant to the city engineer, quit 
his nearly $1000 per month post*
Thursday morning. He had been 
employed by the city for 14 
years.

Wade E. Peebles, who look 
over as director of public works 
April 1, is expected to present 
preliminary findings of his in­ 
vestigation into road const motion 
to the City Council Tuesday dur­ 
ing an executive personnel ses­ 
sion.

Nowh«r« Road
Th» probe 

Mayor Albert
was ordered 
Isen Tuesday

by
af­

ter he expressed concern over 
the state of the "nowhere" sec­ 
tion of Arlington Ave.

Although the mayo- Tuesday 
told councilmen that "there are 
a lot of questions to be answer­ 
ed." indications are that top city 
officials do not want to preju­ 
dice future state and county tax 
funds.

Isen said he was "shocked" at 
the present state of Arlington 
Ave. between 190th St. and its 
dead-end north of Del A mo Hlvd. 
II said that although the street 
had hardly any use except by ill­ 
icit drag racers, the pavement 
shows signs of crumbling and 
contains pot holes

No Fttr of Probt
Patrick said that his resigna­ 

tion had nothing to do with the 
investigation, but that he had de­ 
bated this step for the past year.

"I have nothing to fea^ by an 
investigation," he declared.

He has been on sick leave for 
several weeks because of sur­ 
gery.

His resignation followed close­ 
ly that of Ronald W. Bishop, city 
engineer for six year*, who is 
now on terminal leave pending 
his leaving the post on June 1.

Bishop, who asked for demo­ 
tion last December, reportedly 
under strong Council pressure, 
said he found it a "physical im­ 
possibility" to continue on I h e 
job.

11 was that the
only remaining engineering in­ 
spector, Karl Roberts, ha, also 
submitted his resignation in or­ 
der to enter private employment.

Recent resignations, firings and 
leaves, have reduced the engin­ 
eering staff to an office engin­ 
eer, three draftsmen and five 
secretaries.

In his probe, Peebles was or- 
 jered to make corfnjr* of Arling-

Rubbish Worker Layoffs Seen 
in Cost-Cutting Suggestions

Recommendations that city rubbish-hauling crews lie 
reduced to cut the cost of the municipal trash program, 
will he submitted to the City Council Tuesday.

Chapman L. Bone, assistant city manager, said that 
primary savings can be made by using two-men instead 
of thref-nrmn crows on packers.-*                 -

Elimination of 15 men from 
the department wax estimated 

I to save $f>H,000 from the muni­

la«t
rubbish 

v<*ar cost
program. 
$482,000.

which 
includ-

ing rost of privately contracted
hauling. 

The city also will pick up an 
additional $4000 in wiving.* by 
transferring the hilling from 
the water to the finance depart­ 
ments and by u s i n ;; punch 
cards, acf-ord'inig to the recom­ 
mendation

WINNING SLATE MiU Walker, left, elected Torranee High 

Schoo- student body president, chats with some other victorious 

candidates in Wednesday's election. They are Susan Saari, 

commissioner nf "records; Judi Sherwood, commissioner of fi­ 

nance, and Biil Tilley, student body vice-president. Press Photo

Bon«, wJm matto thp 
rlons. together with Wade E. 
Peebles, public works director, 
and Jerome I. Scharfman, fi­ 
nance director, aaid the report 
will igo to the council Tuesday.

The council had ordered an 
investigation into the program 
nfter it noted that the rubbish 

nd garbage programs cost 
$180,000 a year over the Income 
from the monthly $1 charge.

The recommemlation also 
calls for tighter supervision and 
better equipment maintenance.

Bone said that possibly some 
erf the m*n whose Job* will be

eliminated if the recommenda­ 
tion Is accepted may be trans­ 
ferred to other new Jobs to.be 
Included In next year's budget.

Bone snid 
are accepted.

thnt If the 
Ihe general

cuts 
fund

subsidy program will bo reduc­ 
ed a total of $73.000 a year.

Councilman Hits 
New Stop Signs

An ordinance providing for the 
posting of *2l more boulevard 
stops was approved hy the City 
Council despite grumblings by one 
of its members.

"We got 21 new stop signs here. 
A few more, and we'll have one 
on every corner," Councilman J. 
A. Roasley snapped.

"It's all right if it saves lives," 
answered Councilman Nickolas O. 
Drale, chairman of the Traffic 
Commission which recommended 
the signs.

"1 don't know !f they do," ar­ 
gued Bcailcy.

ton Ave., Carson St., Lp m i t a 
and Del Amo Blvds.. to deter­ 
mine if the city had been short­ 
changed in materials used. Pee­ 
bles said he will make his report 
on the investigation Tuesday.

Isen said he was disturbed over 
the crumbling state of Arlington 
Ave., completed only 17 months 
ago at a cost in excess of $90,- 
000.

He said it will take "several 
thousands of dollars" to repair it 
and bring it up to acceptable 
standards. The street was only 
opened across the railroad tracks 
Thursday morning and now ties 
iif with Del Amo Blvd.

Legal technicalities have pre­ 
vented the street from being 
opened completely and connect­ 
ing with the downtown area.

Decimation of the engineering 
staff actually began before Pee­ 
bles took ovrr, it was also 
learned.

A veteran inspector was fired 
as of Feb. 28 by John V. Russell, 
then director of public works, 
reportedly for .intoxicatic i. The 
dismissed employe had worked 
for, the city for nearly 13 years.

Clarence Mall, another engin­ 
eering aide, resigned shortly af­ 
ter Peebles took over and anoth­ 
er man went on a 1< ive of ab­ 
sence.

Russell, who was slated to 
serve temporarily as public works 
director, also decided to quit 
city service.

Restitution
'"here is no intention of "white 

washing" anybody in the current 
probe of defective roa ! work.

So stated Mayor Al'.erl Isen 
Friday in commenting on inves 
tigation of Arlington Ave.. which 
is deteriorating rapidly although 
the $90,000 project was complet­ 
ed only 17 months ago.

"We will do our best to get 
restitution from contractors if 
the work was not done according 
to specifications," he said.

Me also blasted clK employes 
responsible for these projects.

"If they hadn't resigned, they 
certainly would have been fired," 
the mayor said.

Although he made no formal 
accusations, Isen saU 1 that the 
"employes involved certainly did 
not act in the best interests of 
the cit<y."

CONTROVERSIAL ROAD -This section of Ar- 

lington Ave., which started a probe of public 
works projects, was finally opened to Del Amo 
Blvd. Thursday. Crumbling surface of street,

which was completed only 17 months ago at 

cost of $90,000, started investigation. Until 

this week, the road led "nowhere."
  Press Photo

Man Killed 
When Pushed 
Aulo Struck

A Carson man was killed when 
another auto crashed into him 
while he was pushing his C.M .

Pronounced dead on arrival at 
Harbor General Hospital was Ed­ 
ward U Acuna. 24. 150. W. 203rd 
St.. alter he was struck by the 
other machine on Main S . north 
<>l 208lh SI.Wednesday night.

California Highway Patrolmen 
arrested John Kenneth Hawkins, 
34, 13128 Liggctt St.. No alk, 
approximately one quarter a mile 
away from the accident.

Officers Tom Ferrril! and Ed 
Flamrn quoted Hawkins as say­ 
ing that he had been umble to 
Mop because his brakes had 
failed.

Hnwkin* and hid passenger, 
Marilyn Neptune, 31, of Norwalk, 
suffered minor injuries, as did 
Peggy Duncan. 17, of 20508 New 
Hampshire Ave.

Miss Duncan was steering 
Acuna's car while the latter was 
pushing it, officers said.

A Law with Teeth
AN LDITOR1AL

Our study of Shanty Town conditions in South Tor­ 
ranee oil sites clearly shows need for a stronger en­ 
forcement program not only to clean up the obvious 
mess, but also to make certain that hazards are elimina­ 
ted.

We have pointed out places where unfenced wells 
and uncovered danjrerous holes exist, apparently in 
flagrant violation of the existing ordinance.

In one instance where we pointed out an unfenced 
well, the owner made the correction immediately. At 
another site, a week has elapsed and the well is as un­ 
protected as ever.

City officials charged with enforcing the present 
law .claim that it is so full of legal loopholes that their 
task is extremely difficult if the well owners are uncoop­ 
erative. They believe that a new ordinance to be pre­ 
sented to the City Council Tuesday, will plug some of 
these loopholes.

We hope that the new ordinance accomplishes this. 
In order to do the job, it should definitely fix re'sponsi- 
bility for enforcement of its provisions.

A law which is not enforced, or enforceable, is prac­ 
tically useless, as the present conditions prove.

Narbonne Ranch Water Sale 
Issue to Come to City Council

An offer from Dominguez Water Co. to buy out Nar­ 
bonne Ranch Co. No. 3 is expected to be presented to the 
City Council Tuesday night,

The sale of the smaller private company to the larger 
firm has been advocated by Harold F. LaMour, vice pres­ 
ident of Narhonne and president^- - -   
of the South Torranee Home water experts had estimated the 
Owners Asssociation.

He asked City Council approv­ 
al of the merger in 01 ler to solve 
the lack of water pressure which 
has resulted in a building ban 
in the southern part, of the ci'y.

Under terms of agreement 
with Dominguez, that company 
will buy out the interests of 
shareholders in Nartoonne, and 
make necessary overhauling of
the distribution system.

LaMour pointed out that resi­ 
dents of the area cannot he 
"gouged" by Pominguc/,, as had 
been suggested b, foundl mem­ 
bers, because the Public Utili­ 
ties Commission sets the rates.

The PUC will have to approve 
the deal after the owners of the

cost of bringing the Narbonne 
pipe sty?1 lorn to acceptable sta. I- 
ards at more than $200.000.

Seek Release of 
Federal Strings 
on Airport Land

Pay Hike 
Asked of 
Schools

Classified employes have Join­ 
ed teachers in pressing for salary 
increases in the Torranee Uni­ 
fied School 1 istrict.

Both groups, while indicating 
they want pay hikes, have left* 
the amounts unspecified, school 
officials said.

The latest request for higher 
wages was aske'd by C. Charles 
Hogan. representative of Local 
1101 American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Em­ 
ployes AFL-CIO.

In addition to more pay, the 
union wants a number of fringe 
benefits, including reduction of 
the present five-step plan to 
three phases, night differential 
pay, overtime pay. twice-a-month 
pay instead of once, bcrcnvcment 
leave and others.

The Board of Education took 
the requests under study at 
Tuesday's meeting. No estimate 
of tho cost was made by school 
officials, although the amount is 
expected to be quite high. *

The district employs approxi­ 
mately 500 non teaching and 900 
teaching staff members.

"Tie budget for the year is ex­ 
pected to be close to $10,000,000 
\\ithoul inclusion of possible sal­ 
ary increases.

private water
on terms. 

Councilman Robert

companies

Jahn had
cast doubts on the sales terms 
because "no one gets anything 
for nothing." 

Previously city and county

Request for federal d"»ed re­ 
striction release on Torranee 
Municipal Airport was made by 
an attorney to speed up develop­ 
ment of commercial enterprises.

James Hall, special counsel for 
the city, flew to Washington, D.C. 
Friday to seek relaxation*of re­ 
capture clauses not covering the 
bulk of the airport land.

The recapture clause, retained 
by the Federal government when 
it turned over the field to the 
city 12 years ago, was seen by 
city officials a" a block to obtain 
the most favorable development.

Municipal Bus 
Line Reshuffle 
Move Looming

Some changes in tho operation 
of Torranee Municipal Bus Lines 
will be recommended at budget 
time to overcome a $42,000 defi­ 
cit accrued during the first nine 
months of the present fiscal year.

Councilman J. A. Beasley, 
chairman of the Transportation 
Committee "of the City Council, 
said that this will call for the 
elimination of some "fringe" §er- 
vices.

"We're not recommending to 
eliminate any particular lines 
within the city," he said. But he 
hinted that some reshuffling may 
he in stove for routes that 
areas outside the city.

\


