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Ryan Expands Local
Plant to Build Firebees

a research and development fa-1 the- first commercially-built after-

ENGINE PODS FOR JETLINER Production line of jet engine 
power podi which Ryan produces for the new DougUs DC-8 
Jetliner. These are being built in Torrance plant. The Torrance 
plant is alto assembling Firebee target drones for the Airforce,

Navy and Army. By 1959 when tha peak In production of tht 
Firebee is reached, employment in tha Torrance plant it ex 
pected to be near 1700.

Ryan's current backlog is $117 
million in a broadly diversified 
list of products running the ga 
mut from Firebee jet drone mis 
siles, ramjet, and rocket engines, 
huge jet tanker fuselages, jet 

njzlne. pods for commercial aif- 
.inr-rs, and VTOL research air. 
<-raft, to electronics systems for 
navigation and missile guidance. 

Ryan is also diversified In 
other,ways. Sixty percent of the 
present hacking J? for military 
applications forty percent, com 
mercial. Ryan is both a prime 
contractor, 30 percent, and a sub 
contractor, 70 percent, Ryan is

new irTlsslle era, company
has been an experienced pro 
ducer ifi this field for many 
years, Ryan engineering and 
production teams work hi all
three 
ogy:

areas of"frame" missile technol- 
faerodynamioO,

Post Office Has Problems, Too 
In City That's Rapidly Growing

Whether or not more Torrance residents will soon start to»-
their mail through the local post office is a question Kill! 

according to information given recently by Mrs. Clara 
A. Conner, Torrance postmistress. Some residents now get mall 
^cj^ice through post offices at Hollywood Riviera, Garden* and 
JflRo/ulo Beach. The City Coun 
cil, recently requested that all 
these people be served by the 
Torrance post office.

'['he City Council's letter wa« 
forwarded to the District Super 
visor," Mrs. Conner >t,J<l, "and 
the district sent us a map on 
which werp were to show the 
areas we proponed to cover."

She said the map wa* cmn- 
pleted and returned to the Dis- 

Supervisor. The actual de- 
on, she said, will be made at 

* higher level in the Post Of/ice 
Department.

« .in't HollHt

Conner said it consists of three 
buildings: a main office at 1433 
Marrelina, a North Torrance sta 
tion at 17415 Crenshaw, and a 
Post Office Annex at 3611 Tor 
rance blvd. v

She would like to have a new 
post office building on the east 
side of the city, "somewhere in 
the vicinity of ('arson and Main 
or Carson and Avalon.

"We have to service quite a 
few people in that area," she 
said.

To accomplish the work of the
office cannot solicit post-office, Mrs. Conner has'225

buMne.*.s," the postmistress em 
phasized. "The request "must 
come , from thp people them 
selves."

A*ked about the organization 
 f the'local post office, Mrs.

as 
re-

resident Shoots 
Self with Pol's 
Target Pistol

Torrance police, classified 
idental a gunshot wound 

ceive/1 Sunday by George Kane, 
28. of 23875 Park St.

The longshoreman was taken 
to Kaiser Foundation Hospital 
ufeh injuries to his hand and 
fingers.

Officers said that Kane was 
testing the action on a .38 cali 
ber revolver left In hi« apart 
ment by a friend wben he shot 
hfm.iHf.

KFKP GOODS MOVING
* through Torranoe Press Class!- 

fiedfled ads! Small co.it, big 
pulling power! plal FA 8-2345.

employes and 22 vehicles. Total 
receipt* for 1957 were $289,440, 
which the postmistress said 
would not pay even one-fifth of 
the cost of operating for the 
year.

Worked Hundays
Adjusting to the» problems 

arising with the responsibility 
for mill service to a rapidly 
growing city was not easy, Mrs. 
Conner said. When she became 
postmistress seven years ago, 
she and all other employes had 
to work long hours to see that 
the mails went through.

"We worked on Sunday prac- 
tlcaly every week," she said. 
"Overtime? No,- we were not al 
lowed it. Many of the men were 
very tired and I simply had to 
ask for volunteers.

"And while they were work 
ing. I would go out and buy 
them coffee and aandwlches be-
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Congressman Cecil K. King 
was hailed this week for his 
effort* which brought about 
estimated savings of $20,OOQ,000 
J957 to give the school teacher 
in an income tax break under 
liberalized Internal Revenue 
Service regulations.

The move was described as 
"the most significant step ever 
taken by the U.S. government to 
Improve the economic status of 
teachers and their professional 
qualifications", by William G. 
Carr, executive secretary of the 
National Educational Associa 
tion.

Congressman King first intro 
duced a bill In the House of 
Representatives * in February 
1957 to give the school teacher 
the same break as businessmen 
in deducting necessary expense* 
from income taxes for thp COM. 
of Improving profenHlonal com 
petence and increase earnings.

The en»<""<""' of the new 
(Treasury I- nt ruling em. 
bodies th« , i"ti3 of Cong 
ressman King's mea.surp.

T'nder the new ruling, tax- 
pavriM may deduct from thHr 
income taxes the cost of coursc-H 
taken voluntarily to Improvi' 
skill In their work. These de 
ductions are retroactive to 19J54.

Hesldes the cost of schooling, 
th,e new regulation applies to 
the co*t of lodging, (nivrl and 
m*»aiK whan coiirM-s are taken 
away front home, '/'he ruling, In 
effect, gives to «alfiried persons 
the same prlvll^f?*- now r-rilo-e<l 
hv aelf pmp ' 
'I>arh»rR will i- . , 
<-oaU of refresher «>urne* ^.nd 
cemlnart; otheri, the coat of 
ftp*t)ti training In their own

cause they were all so tired."
It's easier now, though, and 

Mrs. Conner says that the hig- 
gest reason for it is that the 
post office employes today arc 
"a better class of people."

"The people we have now are 
the type who want to make the 
postal service their career," she 
said. "Many of them found out 
that eight or 10 years seniority 
in a private I. Hid not 
mean security.

"But In the Post Office De 
partment they do have security 
and. as a result we have less 
turnover of personnel today than 
we used to," Mrs. Connor said. 

Five Out* I'oNtHjce
While pointing out that the 

annual receipts of the local post 
office do not pay even a frac 
tion of its operating costs, Mrs. 
Conner took the opportunity to 
speak in favor of a five-cent pos 
tal rate, which the department 
now is considering.

If the rate Is adopted, the 
three-ounce flr^t-class letter that 
now can be mailed anywhere for 
only three cents would cost five 
cents to mail.

"If only the people could see 
how many times a letter must 
be handled after it Is dropped 
Into the mall slot," she said, 
"then they mltfht realize how 
much It costs the government to 
get the mall through.

"Ami then, too, they might 
realize that even at the five-cent 
rate, first-class mall would still 
be * big bargain," she added.

She said she understands that 
the people of Canada have been 
paying five cents for flr*»t"Cla«s 
mall for several yearn.

Medearis Pioneers 
In Underwater TV

Tha Medearis Oil Well Supply Co. on South Normandi* In 
Torrance hai perfected an underwater TV which promise! io 
revolutionize offshore drilling anrvd many other lypes of under- 
waler operations. Their unit is receiving national and interna 
tional recognition because of Its simplicity, compactness, versa-

"Prain" (Electronics guidance) 
and "muscle" (propulsion*.

Officially designated a "drone 
missile" by the Air Force, the 
Ryan Firebee has missile capa 
bility in that, it can carry a 500- 
pound payload which could be 
devoted to a warhead or an elec 
tronic "brain" to seek out and 
destroy an enemy. Ryan engi 
neers designed the Firebee, 
which Is the highest perform 
ance "flying bull's-eye" in oper 
ation, and designed the elect.ro- 
ilcs system for controlling and 
guiding it. The Firebee will be I 
l\e main product of the Tor-j 
 ance plant. For several years. 
Rysn has been producing the! 
powerful liquid-fuel rocket en-1 
gines for the Army's Corporal 
guided missile and the ramjet 
ombustion chambers for the Air 

Force's Romarc interceptor mis 
sile. .In the field of propulsion, 
Ryan experience goes back to

burner, in 104H, and thousands 
of important components for the 
major jet engines in service to 
day.

For over twentv

Torrance's industrial family added a new m embers last May 7 when Pyan Aeronautical Com 
pany purchased the Industrial building and property at 2750 Lomita blvd. in Torrance. The new 
Ryan plant, opened July 1, 1957, but soon outgr ew the original 137,000 »q. ft. building. Contracts 
for two additional production buildings and an a ditlonal two stories on the office building were 
awarded. The buildings are expected to be finished by mid-summer, and will Increase the square
footage to 275,000. 

The Torrance plant is now
employing 600 workers, but by
the time the new buildings are
completed1, the number of enr
ployees should reach l,0t)0. By
1950, when production of the
Firebee target rironcs reaches
its peak, the workers at the plant
should number about 1,700.

Ryan's 7,000 employees at Tor 
rance and San Diego produced
over $76 million worth of aero 
nautical and electronic products
last yeas. 

Now in its 36th year, the Ryan
Aeronautical Company is one of
two pioneer aircraft companies
still headed by its founder, T.
Claude Ryan. (Th«k other is
Douglas Aircraft Company, also
in Torrance.)

tlllty, arid ease of operation.
Although underwater tele 

vision has been used nnce 19-16, 
the compact Medearis unit offers 
many features unavailable until 
now, and a simplicity which 
multiptyg Ua usefulness many 
times.

The use of Meadearii Under 
water TV for monitoring under. 
water operations In offshore drill- 
Ing offers many advantages, In- 
chiding the following:

The nerd for divers lis mini 
mized and practically eliminated.

When a diver Is used, his ac 
tions can be observed and di 
rected by an experienced engin 
eer stationed at the monitor.

The normal limit of depth to 
which a diver can go Is 200 feet, 
wheras the TV Camera can be 
used effectively at 1000 feet be 
low the surface of the water.

As a result of contrast, control, 
the TV camera has an effecMve 
vision or perception approximate

twice 
eye».

Technically 
nel are

mal diver's

Mcd person - 
observe and

direct underwater operations on

a round-the-clock schedule.
Whenever desired, a secondary 

monitor can be installed at any 
remote point up to approximately 
200 miles from the actual opera 
tion to permit direct, first-hand 
observation .it i><adquarters of 
flees. '

The exact design of the frame 
work from which the housing Is 
suspended can be varied accord- 
Ing to the needs of the operator.

cility, with over 1100 in the en 
gineering division, ^nd a pro 
duction plant, geared to volume 
production of exacting struc 
tures for high speed flight.

Most of Ryan's prime contract 
work Involves the development 
of new products for the Air 
Force, Navy and Army, such as 
the Firebee target drones (pro 
duced In Torrance), and the X-13 
Vertijet (world's first jet. VTOL 
aircraft), and RANAV automatic 
and Navy aircraft. Ryan's sub- 
navigation systems for Army 
contract work is typified by the 
production of huge aft fueslapes 
for Boeing KC.135 jot tankers 
apd jet power packs and pylons 
(to b(< built in Torrance) for the 
new Douglas DC-8 jet liner.

Ryan is not only well -equipped 
to MEKT the challenge of the

has specialized in
yaws, Ryan 
the fabrics.

tion of high temperature alloys 
for aviation applications. Today, 
Ryan handles SO alloys in fabri 
cation, of which 30 metals are 
for high temperature use, run 
ning from 1200 to 2200 fahren-. 
belt.

After ten : (rated 
work in the specianzeri Held of 
continuous-wave Dopplcr radar, 
Ryan has achiever! industry 
leadership in applying these

plcx navigation and guidance 
problems. Six months ago, the 
growing importance of this work 
was emphasized by the establish 
ment of the Ryan Electronics 
Division in a new plant separate 
from the main factory. Here, 
automatic navigational systems 
for both jet Navy planes and 
helicopters and Army aircraft 
and helicopters are being pro 
duced. Under wraps, a guidance 
system for an Important super 
sonic missile Is also being de 
veloped. 

To meet the fast changing de.

Golf Unlimited 
Charter Planned

The "Golf Unlimited Club" ba 
in* organized -at Sea-Air* Golf 
Course invites women of th« 
Torrance area to become charter 
members which meet for golf 
Thursday mornings between 9 
and 11:30 a.m.

At the meeting held Thursday, 
Mnf. Joseph Eden*, and Mrs. 
Charles Moore, were elected u 
temporary chairmen; Mrs. Thus. 
Bakovic was elected babysitting 
chairman.

This group, which is apoiv 
sored by the Torranc* Recrea* 
tion Department, is planned to 
add to the enjoyment of golfing 
by offering a congenial group 
playing regularly together. Bua- 
iness meetings are kept to a mh> 
imum and are Keld during the 
coffee break. Membership feea 
will 'bo very nominal and baby* 
sitting will be worked out so 
mothers of younger cnndrea 
may also participate.

Beginning golfers are especi 
ally encouraged to join thii 
group and improve their game. 
Handicapping is planned so that 
tournaments can be run. Women 
who are interested in the group 
are invited to register on Thurs 
day mornings at Sea-Aire Golf 
Course. A special meeting to con 
sider the charter will be hel4 
today at 11 after the rounds of 
golf starting at 9 a.m.

mands of aviation, Ryan to & 
versified, yet specialized; fle» 
ible, yet experienced.

Greetings 
from the 
Warriors

of
El Caminp 

College
to

Torrance 
. and its 
Industry

THE ASSOCIATED
STUIVNT BODY

El Camino College

Pacific Little 
League Slates 
Opening Event

'Die Stars will face the Padres 
In the Pacific Coast Little 
League opener Sunday at 12:30 
p.m. In Kissel Held.

Mayor Albert Jsen will pitch 
the first ball following Invoca 
tion by Hev. Thomas Dlllard, 
minister of the First Methodist 
('lunch, and Flag salute by Hoy 
Scout Troop 240.

Joe Manning will be master of
cenwnonlea.

PACIFIC SMELTING COMPANY
PRODUCERS OF

ZINC
AND ZINC PRODUCTS

SLAB * BAR * ANODES * ZINC OXIDE * ZINC DUST

Ryan Firebe* 
target drones 
 from this 
plant are 
the jet-fast 
"bull's-eyes- 

which test the 
Air Force and 
Navy missiles 
of America's 
air defense 

system. Soon, 
jet engine pods 
and pylons, 
for Douglas 
DC-8 Jefliflers,
will also be

 
produced here.

RYAN AERONAUTICAL COMPANY   TORRANCE DIVISION
2759 WEST LOMITA BOULEVARD, TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA


