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« Mayor Will 
File for 
Another Term

Mayor Albert Isen today 
announced formally that he 
will run for the new, four- 
year term as Torrance's 

9chief executive.
He h*<? hold the city's top 

elect) for the past three 
years, and conceived the plan 
to enter Torrance in the Ail- 
American City contest which 
Torrance won.

Under the charter amendment, 
approved by the voters at a spe 
cial election last. October, the

  Mayor will be elected directly by 
the people, in the April 8 elec 
tion. Jn trie past, the Mayor was 
elected from among the mem 
bers of the City Council.

"It has been my pleasure and 
privilege to nerve as Mayor of 
Torrance for the past three 
years," Isen declared. "They 
have been good years, with a 
city-wide development so o*ut- 
standing as to achieve natjonal 

^recognition as an 'All American 
City*. The future holds even 
greater* promises."

Isen was first elected to the 
Council in April, 1954, and m- 
roived the largest vote ever re- 
reived to that r1 "'" by any candi 
date for that office.

The incumbent ,jolds the dis 
tinction that he is the first per-
-,on to begin and complete his 
education in Torrance schools, 

w He was born In Los Angeles 
m 1907 and moved to Torrance 
in 1913, when his father opened 
the first store in this city which 
then had a population of 300.

Following graduation from 
Torrance High School in 1924, 
Isen attended USC and received 
his law degree in 1930. He was 
Instructor in business law at 
Torrance and Redondo Beach 
High Schools for 10 years after 

entered private law practice 
here In 19.33.

Isen was area chairman of the 
Red Cross In 1955 and 1956 and 
won the J. Karle Jardine Jr. 
trophy for Torrance for the 
first time. Presently he serves 
M general chairman of th« Tor- 
ranc« YMCA campaign.

He Is pa»t president of the 
South Bay Bar Association, 
South Bay Area B'nai B'rith 
^odge and Torranoe Lions Club, 
and In a member of the Elks, 
Harbor Bar Association, Moose, 
Masons, El Toga and South Bay 
Shrin* Clubs.

In giving his reasons for en 
taring the campaign, Isen said:

*'A* far as I'm concerned, 
there i« only one campaign issue

good city government. It has 
been a constant challenge to me

MAYOR ALBERT ISEN

PARK SITE BONDS: Mrs. Terry Booth, 4827 Lee it., right, 
circulates a petition among 'her neighbors in an effort to hav« 
bonds for the purchase or park sites in Torranca put on tha 
ballot in the coming election. Shown signing the petition for her 
is Larry Clem. Also joining in tha campaign ar« little Dabby 
Booth, inside tha door, and Sherry Booth, besida her mother 
on the right.

City Will Start Operation 
Of Airport on March I

Municipal operation of the Torrance Municipal Air port will begin March 1, after the City Council voted 3 to 2 to end a management agreement with a private firm. Collins-Dietrich, *r --   -*-"* 
firm which has had managing 
responsibility for the airfield 
for the past eight and one-half 
years, will receive $1000 a 
month until its 10-year contract 
expire* on May 3, 1959. 

New Operation 
In a prepared written state 

ment, Mayor Albert '/sen sakl 
that while the firm has handler! 
the job capably, certain opera 
tions will make It beneficial for 
the city to administer the air 
port.

"The recent development .     
improvement program of our 
airport, indicates many activities 
f night flying, control tower 
oblation etc.) whUrh were un- 
for.seeti and consequently not 
covered by the contract, written 
in 1949," the statement read. 

C'lty Revemje
"Mr. Dietrich has indicated 

that, his oragnl/ation does not 
wish to assume the liabality 
from these unaiticipated oper 
atlons."

The Mayor said that the city 
can expect a gross revenue of 
$92,500 annually .excluding sales 
of gasoline. Cost of operation

maintain and improve our 
ef/Sclent city services while hold 
ing the line on taxes. Our tax 
rate is lower than that of most 
cities, and with the new indus 
tries and shopping centers now 
under construction, I am opti 
mistic that it will be even lower. 

"It is my hope that in the fu- 
1 'no more citizens will attend 
  ouncll meetings. Their com

« > -nts and suggestions would be 
great benefit to tlW commun 

ity.
"At the time I accepted this 

office, many outside interests 
were given up fn order to devote 
all possible time and effort to 
it* Important duties. I have 
worked ham and have given Hi 
the best that was in tn<\ ;»n<f 
would like to continue on the 
lob. I am seeking election on the

«sis of my qualifications and 
perience, pi us a record of con 

structive legislation."

First Phone 
Call Lucky 
For Seller

The first rail was the lucky 
one for M. I). Klllott. of 2472ft 
Senator ave.. Harbor City.

He hud A Ifl.VJ Stiidebaker 
for (Wile, mid did th*« olnloiiw 
thin*.

He placed n rlaxttlfifd *d 
In tho Tormnce Pr*-*s l«*t 
Sunday.

When Uio phone rang: for 
the first time, it wni *n In 
terested buyer, and Klllotf re- 
ported that this first call wa* 
all It. needed to well the ftedan.

If you have anything to 
M'll, buy. rent or swap, call 
the Torranre Pre<** at FA 
8-234ft, and a courteous ad 
taker will take rare of your 
problem.

at the present level of service 
is expected to be $28,000. 

Payment*
Even with the payment of 

$1000 a monfth to Colling Diet- 
rich for the remainder of the 
contract period, this nvill give 
the city a net Income of $52,500. 
plus additional income from gas 
oline sales. Isen said.

He said the airport has also 
attracted Industry to Totrance 
which provide jobs and reduce 
property taxes.

Council men Niekolas O. Drale 
and Willys Rlount did not ax 
plain their "no" votes.

So. Torrance 
Lions Charter 
Is Presented

More than 300 persons at 
tended the charter presentation 
which o/fldaJly launched the 
South Torrance Lions Club 
Saturday at the Western Av*. 
Golf Club.

Kddie Warren, district gover 
nor, presented the charter to 
David Tanner, president of the 
new, 32-member club. Tanner 
and other of leers were installed 
at the ceremony.

LJons from several Hubs. In 
cluding <he harbor area, beach 
cities and Gardena attended the 
charter party.

Other new officers of Uir flub 
are Dr. Max Appleby, Bert Levy 
and John Lucas, vice presidents; 
Douglas .1. Horlander, secretary; 
Grover Matcher, treasurer; Ron 
aid Bishop, tail twister; Warren 
Post, lion tamer and Herbert 
Pfcrris, bulletin editor

The board of directors will be 
comprised of Dr. Thomas Hala- 
sey. Herbert Jackson, Thomas 
Abrams and Richard Landauer,

Charter members are Rex 
Green, Virgil Hancock, Daniel 
J. Hyland, Clifford Nickle, War 
ren R. Post, George Powell, Jack 
R. Stevens, William G. Tessner, 
Douglas H. Trowbrldge and 
John W. Wallaj-e.

Count// 
Bids for 
Sewers

Request that a trunk newer 
line be constructed under Haw 
thorne Blvd. to open up large 
areas for ' industrial develop- 
ment, was made Tuesday by the 
Torrance City Council.

In a resolution, it asked that 
County Sanitation District No. 5 
construct the line on Hawthorne 
Blvd. between Sepulveda and 
Lomita Blvds.

The resolution points out that 
a $40.000,000'regional shopping 
area i* already, under construc 
tion on tile northeast corner of 
Sepulveda and Hawthorne 
Blvds. and plans have been an 
nounced for a medical center at 
Hawrhor.ne and Carson St.. com 
mercial development on Haw 
thorne between Lomita and Tor 
rance BJvds.

The Council also noted that 
plans have been made for an in 
dustrial subdivision on Sepul 
veda Blvd. between Madrona 
Ae. and Crenshaw Blvd.

Fn the resolution it was urged 
that construction t>f a trunk 
sewage system will open up vast 
;u-oa with valuation of many 
million* of dollar*.

No Major 
Problems 
In Storm

Torrance came through tihe 
rainstorm which lashed the 
area, area this week without 
major damage or Inconvenience, 
John V. Russell, director of 
public works announced.

"We h«d things pretty well 
wider control 
nearly «.<» b«d 
m unities," rbe otnciai .said.

'Rainfall In the <*torm was 2.04 
Inrnes. This brought tne sea 
son's total to diate to R.66 Inches, 
more than la.«ti season's at. this 
tinrw* which amounted tio 4.87 
inches.

Ruwsell said tin at his crews 
which worked through tihe 
night on an emergency baMs. 

(Continued on nag* 2)

Legislature OKs 
Charter Changes

Both houses of the state leg 
islature have approved Tor 
rance's charter amendment 
which creates two more city 
council seats and provides for 
the election of tihe mayor dd 
reetly by the people Assem 
blyman Vtncent Ttvomain re 
ported.

The »tep w«* taken before 
hh*» legislature adjourned Tues 
day nigfrit. The bill will become 
official when signed by G«v. 
Good-win J. Krrigtit, and will fro 
Into effect in the April 8 mu 
nicipal election.

Police Dragnet Out for 
Four Robbery Suspects

CLOSES DOWN: Mining operation* at tha 
Great Lakes Carbon Company will shut down 
at tha end of this month because the ground 
had bean amptiad of dicalita deposits. Approx-

65 man will be laid off. Company offi 
cials are trying to find other jobs for termin 
ated employes. Press Photo.

Mail Citizen 
Award Ballot

Nomination Wanks for Tor 
rance's "Clti/wn of the Year" 
award were mailed Monday to 
nil Torrance businesses, indus 
tries, oh ' " < >"«  and

^. ..lcuik« may be 
picked lip at the Torran/ce Press 
or at tihe office of the sponsor 
ing Torrance Chamber of Com 
merce.

The award, t<o honor the citi 
zen who contributed most, to the 
oiti/*sn» and eity of ToiTance in 
1 957, is sponsored In memory of 
two departed civic teadifcns -Dr. 
William I. Laugihan and Grover 
C. Wlhyte. It was designed to 
arouse public awareness in civic 
ajcrtivity and to the opportunities 
available for dodioaterl commu 
nity action.

Deadline for nomine tion on 
official blankw Is February 17. 
dhamber officials announced. 
Pa»t winners Include Mervin M. 
Schwab MfWVn, Paul D. I/v 
ranger M954), Dean 1*. Sears 
(1955) and Stun Levy <io:s<;>.

Narcotics Taken
Torrancw police today hunted 

for possible narcotics addfets 
who broke into a drugstore at 
2406 Torrance Blvd. over the 
weekend and made off with $125 
in r«sh and $150 of narcotics.

Great Lakes to Close 
Down Mining Operation

The Great Lakes Carbon Corporation Diralite plant at Walteria \vill discontinue operations about February 28 and release approximately 65 of its employees gver a period of a few weeks, it \vas announced today by D. L. Marlett, Vice-President and General Manager of the cor poration's Mining and Mineral Products Division. The plant processes crude di
atomite and has been in opera- 

continuously since 1930. 
shut down is necessitated 

by the exhaustion of crude di- 
atomite available at the Wal- 
teria location, Marlett said. Dur 
ing the 28 years the plant has 
operated, hundreds of thousands 
of ton of crude diatomite have 
been quarried from adjacent 
land and processed at the plant. 
The diatomite is used in the pro 
duction of DlcaJite filteraids, fil 
lers, insulation, and other ma 
terial.s.

SKPARATION PAY 
Most of the plant's terminated 

employees will be released short 
ly after the shut down date, it 
was learned today from Allan 
K. Muir, Plant Superintendent.
Muir 
pay

stated that a 
arrangement

separation 
had been

worked out based on employees' 
length of service. Employees 
also u*il! receive earned vacation 
pay.

Special plans have been made

by Great. Lakes Carbon to assist
terminated employees In finding
other employment In the area.

(Continued on pnire 2)

City Legal 
Joins 

Phone Fight
City Attorney Stanley Remel- 

meyer was instructed to assist 
the North Torrance Civic Im 
provement Association when its 
representatives app< a 
hearing to oppose icirpiione 
rate increases.

.1. L. Cram, president of the 
northside group, said that mem 
hers of his organization will at 
tend the hearing before the 
State Public Utilities Commis 
sion on Feb. 20.

The meeting is called on a re 
quest for rate hikes by the Gen 
eral Telephone Co.

Although making the serv 
ices of Remelmeyer available to 
the citi/.ens group, the council 
balked at lending a city bus 
to take them to Los Angeles.

Lone Rookie 
Chases Car; 
Bandits Flee

A police drag-net fanned 
out over the Torrance area 
yesterday tracking down 
four robbery suspects who 
escaped in an oil field after 
their stolen car smashed into 
a power pole following a 
chase by a Torrance police 
rookie.

The pursuit iio^an at Cravens 
and Gramercy Aves.. early 
Wednesday morning when Offi 
cer Arthur Fuller sighted the 
late model sedan occupied by 
four men.

(rash Into Pole
Suspicious, Fuller chased the 

car over rain slick streets until 
the suspects' car crashed Into 
a lightpole at Eshelman and 
236th St.  

The tour occupants spilled out 
of the car and fled.

In response to Fuller's call for 
assistance, two other Torranc* 
police units as well as cars from 
Los Angeles, the Sheriff's Of fie* 
and Palos Verdes Estates joined 
the hunt.

The search which lasted sev- 
eral hours, broke off shortly 
after dawn when officers failed 
to find the suspects.

Find Weapons
"inside the car, stolen in Pasa 

dena, officers found a .45 auto 
matic and a .32 revolver. Both 
weapons were stashed m tha 
glove compartment.

Police also found the drivers' 
licenses of two victims in a rob 
bery of a market committed at 
Carson and Figueroa Sts. earlier 
Tuesday night.

Fuller described one of tha 
suspects as being about 17 years 
old. Another one was about 25 
years old and wore a Navy of 
ficer's raincoat.

The gang is wanted for ques 
tioning in connection with sev 
eral other robberies in the Los 
Angeles area.

A search for tiir ^u«pects was 
continued ye.-

Firemen Pay 
For Damage 
At Fire Site

It wasn't hay when the Tor- 
ranee Fire Department shelled 
out $1.18 in cold rash Monday.

The money was spent to 
purchase two boards which 
firemen had knocked out 
while fighting a hay fire at 
the Cream 'o Farm* Dairy 
Saturday, when 400 bales of 
hay burned up causing $1800 
damage.

Firemen «rr still Jnvoti-
gating the blaze which broke
out from undetermined causes
in the rear of 3231 \V. 166th

Street.

Torrance May Launch City 
Library Service Here x

Torrance will have to provide municipal library serv ice next year unless it wants to join a County library dis trict at nearly twice the cost it now pays.____ City Manager George St evens^                    
reported to the Council that the 
Board of Supervisors voted to 
cancel the cii\ ^ rortr.'n-t as of 
July 1,

Contract Service
Torrance has contracted for! 

library service at a rate of 5.9 
cents per $100 assessed valua 
tion, the only city to do <- >

If the city decides to join a 
|County library district, the cost 
will increase to 9.9 cents and 
Torrance may not get Its full 
value in service, Stevens said.

The contract cancellation also 
threw some cold water on the 
proposal by John D. Henderson, 
County Librarian, to build a 

!$300.000 library if (he city do-
NEW CLUB CHARTERED: David Tanner, right, 
president of the new South Torrance Lion* 
Club, receive» congratulations from Eddie W*r

ren, district governor, when the new club was 
officially launched at a banquet Saturday.

Councilman Nickolas O. Drale 
who asked if the eancellatom 
means that the county will re 
move all its books from "< 'V^- 
ranee libraries.

Mayor Albert l.son s«m mr<t 
the trouble with joining a li 
brary district is that the city 
will not get full value for the 
money it is charged, because 
Torrance will pay. in effect, for 
poorer cities

Under ! MI' pi r
Torrance pass approximately 
$60.000 a year for library 
service

The problem of \\hcihcr to 
join the library district 6Y in 
stitute municipal library servicenates a site in the ci\ '    ' \ as dumped into the laps of th« 

Remnv« Boolo -'wly formed Library Commis- The city manager answered sion for study and recommends- in (Mr affirmative a question by tion.
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