
Police Recover 
$3.300 Stolen 
From Store

More than $3,300, stolen from the Certi-Rond store 
at 601 S. Arlington ave., was recovered by Torrance police 
Friday and returned to surprised store managers who had 
never expected to see the money again.

The money, recovered by Lt. Douglas C. Cook, Tor 
rance juvenile officer, came to $3,337, including $700 in 
checks, and was the store's Christmas receipts.

"A 12-year old Torrance boy readily admitted theft of 
the money which was in a bag waiting to be picked up by 
jjt armored car service and transported to the bank De 
cember 27.

The boy was l>eing questioned about the theft of a 
purs?, when he readily blurted out the story of the money 
bag. HP told police he had slipped into the Certi-Bond 
store the day after Christmas, seen the bag lying under 
the counter, and slipped out of the store without being 
seen by any of the employees. -

Parents of the youngster assisted Lt. Cook i%n re- 
qpvering the money. The boy assisted police further by 
telling them of his /riend, Another 12-year old, who had 
snatched the purse.

Approve Alondra Park 
Recreation Building
With major improvement* 

under construction at the 
of Alondra park, 
also being made

now
.Wut: part
progress Li
toward the second phase of de 
veloping the northwest section 
of the park, Supervisor Ken 
neth 'Hahn reported this week 
as the Board of Supervisors ap 
proved schematic plans for a 
large recreation-activity build 
ing.

Former «tte of a veterans 
ising unit, which had served 
purpose, the northwest por 

tion of the park had never been 
developed or improved for pub 
lic use until laM spring when 
Sirpervisor Hahn succeeded In 
having the 13-acre site devel 
oped, landscaped and three base 
ball diamonds built.

Plans for the combined rec 
reation-activity building call for 
a building containing .nearly

a 

square feet. Included will
a -large activity room, multi- 

crafts and meeting rooms, a 
kitchen, offices, rest rooms and 
storage.

The new recreation building 
will be of brick construction, 
and of the most modern func-
tional design, 
large paved

Plans call for a 
patio extending

around all sides of the buUddng. 
Heating and ventilation are also 

be provided, as well as walls, 
Iks and landscaping.

"This fine new building will 
be botji beautiful and practical 
and will meet a need which 
has long existed for expanded 
recreational activities for the 
people using Alondra park," 
Supervisor Hahn declared.

He pointed out. that the build 
ing can be used for a variety

of purposes, including meetings 
of civic organizations, veteran 
groups, youth groups, square 
dancing, as well a.H the regu 
larly scheduled and supervised 
recreation and craft, programs.

Improvements now being 
made, and those planned for 
Alondra park are In line with 
Supervisor Hahn's program to 
develop the park Into one of 
the finest regional recreational 
centers In Southern California.

Located between Manhattan 
Beach and Redondo Beach 
boulevards, Domlnguez channel 
and Prairie avenue, Alondra 
park serves the people of a wide 
area, Including South Los An 
geles, Gardena, Hawthorne, 
Inglewood, Lennox, Lawndale, 
Torrance, Redondo Beach, Mo- 
neta Gardens, Howard townsite 
and adjacent communities.

Construction work now going 
on at the south end of the park, 
near the swimming pool and 
lake will provide a bathhouse, 
major improvements to the 
lake, additional parking, park
lighting, and a 
signed children's

special ly-de- 
playground,

Town 
Topics

SEVENTY men working: In 
the, 22 Inch rolling mill of U.S. 
Hteel'ft Columbia-Geneva, dlvl- 
ftlnrt will be on an enforced

^aration fhl* week. Already 
working on four-day week, 
the men received notices that 
th« strip mill will be shut 
down for one week because of 
the lark of orders. The same 
reason ha* reKtiltnd In the lay 
off of 210 men at the mill 
since, October. At the, Mime 
time, the men In the open 
hearth and 22 Inch mill have 
be*-n rut to four <lays a week.

Jptie rent of the plant fore* of 
730 men are still working five
day*.

  * *
AN END to the hassle be 

tween Burt Lenell, of 4802 May 
or dr., and contractors working 
on the Calle Mayor school site 
was sought by the Torrance 
School Board. The hoard offered 
I>»nnel $1125 for 57 feet of his 
property that Lennel said had 
^on damaged by construction 
work. Lennel filed suit against 
the contractors, claiming that 
the construction of a ditch 
alongside his property had caved 
in his lawn, fence and patio.

  * *
A NKW CLUB wa* born In 

t|i»» city with the formation of 
the Torranre Outboard Boat 
and Ski < lun. Elected skipper 
of the new organization waM

^,firl Cierloff. Second In com 
mand N vice »klpper -foe D« 
 lalfre. Other officer* are: 
Her-retary John Brown, Treas 
urer Tom Ward, Sergeant at 
arm* Dale Brown, Program 
Chairman Jack Christie and 
Membership (/hairman John 
Ij*c.cy. f,acey a*kecl boating 
enthtiftiaAttt to pick up the 
phone and call F^\ 8-4747 In 
<l>p daytime, and I>A 6-7096

^t«-r nix p.m. for Information
about membership.

  * *
INSTALLATION of officers 

of tho Southwest Branch of the 
Angeles County Medical 

Association took place at the 
F'aloa Verdes Country Club Sat- 
f!?iy night. Taking their office 

r,. Dr«. Rodney Stetson, Phil 
ip Halloran, George Peake. John 
^Jursall, Arthur Olson, John 
(PrVbolon and John Beemaa.

which should prove one of the 
park's major attractlona.

Supervisor Hahn is carrying 
out the park improvement pro 
gram in accordance with his be 
lief in the importance of pro 
viding the people with adequate 
recreational facilities.

"It i* very Important that 
children have clean, healthful, 
wholesome recreation available 
to them. Adulta, too, need 
open, green areas where they 
can relax from the tensions and 
strain* of modern living," 
Supervisor Hahn declared.

He stated that he believed 
that It Is much wiser to invest 
In providing good recreational 
facilities than In building new 
Juvenile halls, .Jails, and hiring 
more police and probation offi 
cers.

Refinery 
Limits Set

Wendell B. Barnes, Admini 
strator of the Small Business 
Administration, proposed that 
petroleum refineries with fewer 
than 500 employees, Including 
affiliated firms, and production 
capacity of less than 20,000 bar 
rels a day, should be defined as 
small businesses.

About 130 refineries In this 
category, he explained, will be 
eligible to share the opportuni 
ties of small businesses in Gov 
ernment purchases of goods and 
services.

"Companies Interested In the 
new definition," Barnes said, 
"may present their comments to 
me in writing before January 
20, 1958, and unless a substantial 
reason for a change in the defi 
nition is presented it will be 
adopted."

N. «DONDO 
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Juvenile Officers Turn Detective, 
Track Down Youthful Sex Offender
Arrest Teacher for 
'Necking' With Pupil

"I know £ did wrong," the 
29-ypar old high school music 
teacher told Torrance police. 
"If you Jet me go, I promise, 
I'll never do it again."

But it was too late for Don 
ald R. Buck, the Leuzlnger 
High school music teacher. He 
was booked on charges of 
suspicion of statutory rape, 
and his career as a teacher 
was doomed.

Buck had been arrested by 
Torrance police Thursday 
evening as he was sitting in 
a car with a 15-year old Haw 
thorne girl, one of his*pupils. 
Residents of the area on 
Maple st., north of Maricopa, 
had become suspicious of the 
car and had called police.

The teacher, a resident of 
19418 Sturges dr., and the girl 
were to go to a school func

tion, but drove to the dark, 
lonely spot along Maple st. 
Instead.

"We were just necking." the 
15-year old high school stu« 
dent told police officers. "We 
didn't do anything bad," she 
added.

For Buck, however, th« 
escapade was worse than bad. 
He jeopardized his career as a 
teacher.

And he may have jeopardiz 
ed his marriage. His tearful 
wife, eight months pregnant, 
looked al her husband dis 
dainfully as he emerged from 
jail after being released on 
$250 bail Friday evening.

He was to appear before 
Judge John Shidler in South 
Bay Municipal Court, in Tor 
rance this week to answer 
charges.
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PUC Denies Petition 
on Phone Rate Increase

the Small Business Administra 
tion has extended until March 
31, 1958, small business certifi 
cates of six refineries previ 
ously classified as small for 
Government procurement pur 
poses.

He said the extension will en 
able those six companies as well 
as the other 130 small refining 
companies to enter competitive 
bids on $25,000,000 In proposed 
purchases of fuels by the Mili 
tary Petroleum Supply Agency 
on January 14.

The $25,000,000 has been set 
aside for exclusive bidding by 
small business firms, and Is 
part of a $185,000,000 semi-an 
nual fuel procurement by the 
Department of Defense. Ttiese 
ompanies must also bid on the 

fuel requirements open fo large 
 ompanies in order- to be eligible 
o bid on the part restricted to 

small firms.
In connection with oil refine 

ry products purchased by Mill- 
tory Petroleum Supply Agency 
during 1957, procurements 
awarded to small business un 
der the set aside program, 
amounted to $30,692,000, Barnes 
said, pointing out that an addi 
tional $74,869,000 was awarded 
to small llrmt In open competi 
tion.

The California Public Utili- 
ies Commission denied a pe.ti- 
ion for rehearing filed by the 
^Ity of Los Angeles, which 

charged that the commission 
acked authority to raise 
 barges for multi-message unit 
elephone service in the area be 

cause full hearings had not been 
held.

The Interim decision on which 
ehearing was sought shortened 

mileage steps and thus raised 
charges for certain calls in the 

s Angeles extended area of 
over 450 square miles.

Only rates on multj-message 
unit traffic for calls outside the 
ndlvldual subscriber's calling 
area, were affected and not 
basic monthly exchange rates. 
At the same time, the Commis 
sion's original order denied a 
raise In the rate per message. 

It was estimated the custom 
ers of four telephone companies 
providing the service would pay 
an additional $15,371,000 per 
ear.
In Its order this week the 

'ommlssion declared that:
five days of public hearings

were held which were entirely
concerned with the matter of
barges for multi-message unit
ervice within the Los Angeles
xtended area.

A representative of the City 
f Los Angeles was present at 

each of the five days of hear- 
ngs, extensively cross ex 

amined witnesses for the tele 
phone companies and made oral 
argument against the motion 
for an interim increase which 
the companies filed;

The presiding Commissioner 
asked all parties, including 
counsel for the City of Los An 
geles, if they had any direct 
evidence top resent and they re 
plied that they did not;

Al! parties were offered full 
opportunity to cross examine: 
witnesses, to present evidence 
themselves, and to argue on the 
motion of the telephone com 
panies lor an interim Increase; 

No suggestion or request 
was made by any of the parties 
for a continuance to permit 
presentation of additional evi- 
 dence.

The Commission decision 
added that "In these circum 
stances, the repeated insinuation 
of petitioners that the Interested 
patties were denied an oppor 
tunity to be heard and that a 
full hearing was not had on the 
motion for Interim relief in dis 
ingenuous, to say the very 
least."

The decision declared that 
"the record in these proceed 
ings and the law constitute a 
complete refutation of petition 
ers' unsupported allegations."

The decision pointed out that 
"the commission represents the 
public interest and is charged 
with protection of that in 
terest."

And, the decision added, "The 
fact that a disappointed party 
makes unfounded changes In a 
petition for rehearing respect 
ing commission action is no 
proof that the commission has 
failed to lawfully discharge its 
public trust"

Because the petition for re 
hearing suspended the order un 
til action upon it was taken, the 
Commission amended its order 
to make the new rates effective 
on and after January 20, instead 
of on January 6.

In two other decisions the 
Commission denied the joint pe 
tition for rehearsing by the City 
of Long Ipeach and ten individ 
uals and denied a similar peti 
tion by Ronald J. Her/Ig. John 
D. Dlnsmore and Harriet B. Da- 
vis. The decisions stated briefly 
that the petitions had been con 
sidered and no cause for grant 
ing rehearsing had been found.

1450 Petition 
For Vote on 
Gambling

Petitions calling for a vote on 
Gardena's poker ordinance were 
filed with the City Clerk by the 
Gardena Civic Improvement 
League last week.

Bob K. King, President of t.he 
anti-gambling organization, said 
the petitions contained 1450 sig 
natures. Names of about 1000 
qualified voters are needed to 
force the gambling issue to a 
vote in the April 8 municipal 
election.

King said thai moiv than 20 
volunteer petition circulators 
are "standing by" to gather ad 
ditional signatures if the re 
quired number fail to qualify 
for "technical reasons."

The anti-gambling leader pre 
dicted that, when the issue 
comes to a vote, the anti- 
gambling forces should win by 
a vote of 2300 to 1700 "If the 
District Attorney's office can 
help us keep this an honest 
election, and if we receive 
enough funds to keep bringing 
the truth about the card clubs 
to th« voters of Gardena."

IN RACE FOR MAYOR
Two candidates wore poised at> 

the starting line in the race for 
mayor: Albert Isen, Torrance's 
present mayor, and Nickolas O. 
Drale, a former mayor.

Isen announced his candidacy 
on October 30. a day after vot 
ers approved an amendment to 
the city charter providing for 
direct election of the mayor and 
enlargement of the city council 
to six members. Drale an 
nounced his candidacy last 
week.

Both had jumped the gun In 
the campaign. Formal filing for 
office does not begin until Jan- 
uary-23, and closes February 13. 
The election itself takes place 
April 8.

Drale, « resident of North 
Torrance for the last 23 years, 
was first elected to the city 
council in 1948. He served as 
mayor for a year during 1954 
and 1055.

Born in Indianapolis 42 years 
ago, Drale graduated from the 
Clariston, Pa. High school in 
193*3 and came to Torrance a 
year later. He was employed at 
Columbia-Geneva Stool division 
of U.S. Steel for 20 years and 
held office as vice president and 
grievance committeeman in Lo 
cal 1414 of tho United Steelwork- 
or of America. 
IN BUSINESS

In 1955. Drale left the steel
mill to go into the real estate
and 
wife

Insurance business. His 
Frances, shares an office

with him and operates Fran's 
Letter Shop. The couple has 
three children, Michael, 20, an 
El Camino student; Stephen, 12, 
in the sixth grade at Evelyn 
Can* Elementary school; and 
Patty, in the fifth grade at Carr.

Torrance voters will fill tho 
post of mayor and three council 
seats "in the April 8 election. 
Council seats now hold by May 
or Isen and Willys G. Blount. 
are at stake, plus an additional 
seat created by the voters in Ihc 
special October 29 election. Re 
maining in the present council 
are Victor Benstead. Robert 
Jahn and Drale. Drale's term 
has two more years to run.

Drale issued the following 
statement last week:

"In announcing my candidacy 
for the office of Mayor of Tor 
rance, I havo boon guided by a 
few important principles.

"To begin with. I grow up 
With the community and I re 
alize and understand its many 
problems. For the past ton 
years, nine as a councilman and 
one as mayor, many important 
decisions had to be made and I 
am proud to have played an im 
portant part in making those de 
cisions and guiding the destinies 
ol our rapidly growing city. To 
my knowledge, no other com 
munity has had such astounding 
and well rounded growth. ,

"I have always kept myself

and I believe I know how they 
stand and what they want. This, 
alt far as I am concerned, wl
not change. I 
keep in touch

aim to always 
with the good

people of our city and carry out 
their wishes whenever it is hu 
manly possible. On controversial 
issues my stand has always boon 
to refer the matter to iho 
people.

"In tho past few months many 
of our outstanding citizens have 
approached me and urged me to 
run for the office of mayor. 
They, as you can readily see, 
have helped mo make this do 
cjsion and I wijl not lot them 
down. God willing, 1 will do my 
level best to win the election 
and carry on the quality of 
work which will make our Rood
city a better one."

,NICKOLA$ O. DRALE

Art Classes 
For Children 
Starts Jan. II

The Torrance Recreation De 
partment in co-sponsorship with 
the Torrance Art Group, is of 
fering to the children of Tor 
rance an opportunity to receive 
instruction in' art from Miss 
Moni Glllett, well known South 
Bay aroa artist.

There are two scheduled les 
sons each Saturday afternoon 
for six consecutive weeks, be 
ginning January 11 and ending 
February 15. Boys and feirls, 6 
to 9. will have Instruction from 
1 to 2:30 p.m. and 9 to 12-year- 
olds will meet with Miss Gillott 
from 2:30 to 4:00 p.m. All the 
classes will be hold at the Vic 
tor E. Benstead Plunge in Tor 
rance.

There is a $5 registration fee 
for the six lessons. All supplies 
in the program are im-inHod in 
the initial cost.

Charcoal, water coim. cray 
ons and pastels are some of tho 
mediums that Miss Gillott plans 
to give instruction on during tho 
course of the lessons.

Miss Gillott has an extensive 
background in art. She received 
her B.A. from tho University of 
Tasmania in Australia, where 
she was born, and took her Mas- 
tor of Fine Arts from Colum- 
hit University. She is a retired 
teacher from New York state, 
whore she taught art in West- 
Chester and Long Island public 
schools.

Miss Edith Simpelaar. who 
heads this special activity for 
the Recreation Department, stat 
ed that enrollment is limited to 
a maximum of 20 students in 
each class. Applications are now 
available at the Torrance Roc- 
mumroation Department, 3031 
Torranco Blvd.. or information 
may be had by calling the de 
partment.

Elect Bradford 
To Chamber Post

George A. Bradford, presi 
dent of tho George A. Bradford 
Company was elected to the 
Board of Directors of the 
Torranee Chamber of Com 
merce at a special election Just 
concluded.

Elections chairman, DOHM L. 
Sears, said that Bradford would 
serve a three-year tonn effec 
tive January 13, 1958.

NORTH TORRANCE shopping center being oValopad by 
lh« Dominguei E»t«ta» Co. on 190 »t. b«tw««n Ania and 
Inglawood av«., it thown abova in «n artist's rendering. Food 
Giant MarUt* and Sav-On Drugs, Inc. *r* tha two main

tenanh of the $2,000,000 shopping area that will havt park- 
ing tpaca for 650 can. Ground WAS broken lait waek on th« 
project, and completion of tha Food Giant market and Sav-On 
Drug stor* it  xpaetad in July or Auguit.

Nab 19-Year Old 
After 2 Day Hunt

A meager clue was all Torrance Juvenile Officers Gus 
Rethwisch and Buck Ingram had Wednesday evening, 
after a ten-year old bov had reported to police that he had 
been molested by an older bov.

That meager clue was all l\ethwisch and Ingram want 
ed, and needed. In the end, two days after they received 
the report of the crime, they tracked down a 19-year old 
sex offender, a Los Angeles resident who worked in Tor 

rance.

Russian to be 
Tauaht at 
El Camino

Addition of a first semester 
course in the Russian language 
to the curriculum of El Camino 
College was announced by Dr. 
William H. Harloss, director of 
Instruction.

The four-unit course will be 
open to students and faculty 
members of the college and is 
offered following a heavy de 
mand for Its inclusion in tho 
college program. To bo offered 
at 8 to 8:50 a.m. Monday 
through Thursday, the class will 
also include a listening hour, 
when students will hear record 
ings of the spoken language.

Demetrious V. Holmgron, a 
native ef Harbin, China, will of 
fer Instruction in the new 
course, Dr. Harless said.

"Instruction in Russian will 
be directed eventually toward 
scientific, or advanced, Russian 
and to teach students to trans 
late, particularly scientific ma 
terial." the El Camino director 
addod. A survey take non cam 
pus a year ago indicated that 
160 students were Interested in 
the class at that. time.

Holmgren received his bach 
elor of arts degree from Popper- 
dine College and his master of 
arts in history from the Univer 
sity of Southern California, 
where he taught Russian for 
four years. He has also offered 
instruction in the Chinese lan 
guage.

Should enrollment demand, a 
second section in first semester 
Russian will be addod to the 
class, schedule this semester, 
Dr. Harloss stated. The second 
semester course will be added 
noxt fall.

Prerequisite for Russian T is 
a passing grade on the English 
placement examination or satis 
factory completion of English 
A.

The El Camino College bulle 
tin describes the course as fol 
lows: "Students will ge an In 
troduction to modern Russian. 
Study of a now simplified alpha 
bet and practice of writing in 
Russian. The basic principles of 
grammar a re studied in logical 
sequence with emphasis upon 
pronunciation and translation 
from Russian into English. Stu 
dents read a wide variety of se 
lections dealing with certain as 
pects of Russian culture and 
civili/ation. Students learn to 
appreciate and understand Rus 
sian culture."

RFC Rutherford 
Re-Enlists in Army

PFC Blano F. Rutherford. 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Moritt B. 
Rutherford. 21101 P;. Sharon 
ave.. recently IP enlisted in tho 
Rogulai n Munich, Ger 
many.

Rutherford, who originally en 
terod tho Army in April 1955, is 
a driver in Headquarters Com- 
pny of the llth AirH   «>jvi. 
sion's 503rd Infantry

The former Garden^ nigh 
school student arrived in Europe 
In February 1956.

The story of the two-day hunt 
opened at 4:30 p.m. Wednesday 
when the ten-year old boy and 
his 12-year old brother were 
walking on Maricopa st., near 
the city dump.

The 19-year old. driving a car 
along the street, stopped and 
ailed the youngsters over. He 

grabbed the 10-year old boy, 
dragged him toward tho dump 
and began pulling at tho boy's 
clothing.

The boy resisted. His brother, 
at first: frightened, tried to 
strike the older, stronger youth. 
The youth increased the feroc 
ity of his attack, flung the 
younger boy to the ground and 
resumed his attack. Finally, the 
younger boy broke loose, and 
with his brother, ran toward the 
street.

As they ran, they took a look 
at the car driven by their at 
tacker. It was a Ford. And in 
the dusk, they made out part 
of the license number: "FXC."

Shaken, breathless and bruis 
ed, the boys told Rethwisch and 
Ingram what had happened to 
them. They told the juvenile of 
ficers about the car and the tag 
number.
CHECK RECORDS

That was all the officers need 
ed. The two went tb the Bureau 
of Motor Vehicles record office 
in Los Angeles, obtained the 
records of more than 1.000 ve 
hicles with license numbers pre- 
fLxod by FXC, and spent the 
night sifting the records.

"We had to work fast," Reth 
wisch said. "We knew we had 
to get this man fast, before he 
did something worse. In a situa 
tion like this a man will kill in 
order to satisfy tho aroused 
fooling he has. We know this 
from experience."

In the morning, the two 
juvenile officers had narrowed 
their list down to 131 possible 
suspects. After a few more 
hours, they cut down the list to 
six all registered to the same 
owner, a Los Angeles business 
firm with an office in Torrance.

The two drove to the addi'oss 
on the registration record, "The 
boy gave himself up as soon as 
we talked to him," Ingram said.

Rethwisch added that the 19- 
year old youth also admitted 
many offensos of indecent ex 
posure in ToiTance and Redondo 
Beach in the past few months.

The youth will appear in 
South Bay Municipal Court this 
week to face charges of molest 
ing a juvenile.

Local Chiropractor 
Attends Symposium

Dr. Roy n C. Sanderson, 
prominent l<val chirouractor 
and civic le.-ulor. will attend 
special classes at tho Hotel Stat- 
ler this coming weekend. Janu 
ary 18 and 19.

The Sanderson Chiropractic 
Center, which he heads, will be 
closed those two days. Also at 
tending tho symposium on "Pro 
fessional Economics" will be his 
two assistants. Mrs. Bettv .1, 
McNabb and Dr. Ruth Kmt/

Doctors of Chiroprm-tic from 
all Southern California will be 
attending these lectures in then- 
constant effort to improve their 
standards of practice.

Narbonne High Assembly 
Hall Contract Awarded

A contract for construction of 
the Narbonne High School as 
semhly hall was awarded Thurs 
day by tho City Board of Edu 
cation, upon recommendation of 
Superintendent of Schools Ellis 
A. Jarvis.

The contract was awarded to 
the Might Construction Com 
pany which submitted a success 
ful 'bid of $122.135, lowest bid 
of ten firms seeking tho project.

The HiRht firm has a total of 
.365 calendar days to complete 
the structure.

Plans and specifications for 
tho 1,000-soat building have been 
prepared by architect* Daniel. 
Mann, Johnson and Mend.enh.all

tho firm which also designed 
tho newly completed school.

The building will complete (he 
master plan for tho city's new 
est senior hiph school one of 
tho most modern and unique in 
tho country which was built .it 
a total cost of $5.000.000.

The assembly building is the 
next to last such structure to 
be built in the city's senior high 
school, as the structure was de 
signed so that the building is a 
necessity for the school's opera 
tion.

All   new junior and senior 
high schools which have been 
planned since 1955 do not in 
clude an assembly building.


