
LAST RESTING PLACE of two of an «ti- 
mated 1,000 shopping carts that disappear 
each week from super markets is the ravine 
bottom shown here. Food store special agents 
representing markets in four Southern Cali

fornia counties say their 1,000-a-week area
estimate is "probably too conservative." They 
theorize that the forlorn pair of carts above 
were abandoned by customers and later shoved 
into the ravine by vandals.  

'Cart-Napping' Worries Grocers
Shopping cards, disappearing 

rate of more than 1,000 
week, last year cost food 

market owners $1,671,750 in 
four Southern California coun 
ties, an industry spokesman an 
nounced.

"In many caaes, cart losses 
cost more tnan bad checks, 
burglaries and robberies com 
bined" he added.

A survey covering 534 mar* 
kets in Los Angeles, Orange,
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Riverside and San Bernarrilno 
shows losses of 22,290 carts last 
year. Since these stores account 
for 40 per cent, of food sales in 
the area, total losses are esti 
mated at 55,725.

Grocers say most of the carta 
are pushed away by customers 
who under-estimate the cost of 
the carts and over-estimate the 
merchant's profit on their busi 
ness. "These baskets cost us $.32 
each; that's equal to nur not 
profit on the food for two large 
families for a year," claimed 
one official.

"Cart-napping Is a misde 
meaner punishable by fine or 
imprisonment," he continued, 
"But we don't want to jail our 
customers. We'd rather appeal 
to their sense of honesty and 
fair play.

"What's more, every one of 
our customers helps pay for the 
loss in higher prices. 1 would 
cut prices tomorrow on dozens 
of items if I could be sure no 
more of my carts would get
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'lost'."
Wherp do the cart* go? Cal 

ifornia Food and Drug SpwMal 
Agents association members, 
who act as store detectives lor 
their various companies, report: 
"Some are picked up off the 
street and 'fenced' to unwary 
or unethical merchants. Some 
hold junk in garages.

"Some are used as laundry 
rarts until they rust up a hatch 
of clothes and then wind up in 
the trash. Some are torn apart 
hy the kids. Even the carts that 
come back are costly as they 
are often damaged. And, for 
every cart that's in somebody's 
back yard, the store has to buy 
an extra on» to keep in the 
store."

Some California cities have

special ordinances to 
control what one citizen called, 
"the public nuisance, the traffic 
hazard, the disgrace to the 
moral character of our city that 
abandoned shopping cars repre 
sent."

Market officials emphasized 
that customers pay for the lost 
carts. "You've heard of passing

the savings on to the customer 
 well, we're passing the losses 
on, too!" cracked one.

Special agents say the name 
of the owner is stamped into 
the metal frame of the carts, 
and declared that "anyone who 
spots an abandoned cart and 
nitifies the owner is doing a 
real public service."
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RKVRRR FIRST TO 
IDENTIFY BY TEETH

Paul Revere was first to iden 
tify a deceased person by his 
teeth. That's how he identified 
Dr. Joseph Warren, heroic lead 
er killed in the battle of Bunker

Hill, several months after bur 
ial.

If you've lost something of 
value, describe it in a Torrance 
Press Lost Ad, identify yourself 
as the owner and chances are 
good you'll get it back! Dog,

WOW, WHAT SPEED! Tor- 
ranee Press Classified Ads often 
get results within hours. Dial 
FA 8-2345.
diamond, dental-plate, anything 
 call FA 8-2345 for an ad-writ- 
er!
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At Coast Federal your savings account 
is personally supervised by Savings 
Specialists...by people who make th* 
safety of your savings their most important 
business.

No matter what kind of savings account 
you prefer, you'll find that Coast Federal 
has one that suits your needs just right   
and pays you a safe, sure, substantial return 
without the worry of market fluctuation.

  Each account backed by assets of mor» 
than a quarter-billion dollars.

  More than $60,000,000.00 in cash and 
government bonds   highest in the West 
  assures the availability of your savings 
when you need them.

  Each account insured to $10,000 by aa 
instrumentality of the U.S. Government 
... a family of three can have as many 
as seven fully insured accounts.

  Open your account by mail or phone . .« 
we pay postage both ways.

  Accounts opened by the 10th oi any
month earn from the 1st.

i
  Current rate 4% per annum.

  Convenient free packing.
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