
Page 8 TORRANCE PRESS Monday, December 23, 1957

FIRST ANAKHTHKSIA 
ADMINISTERED IN 1842

Dr. Crawford W. Long, of 
Jefferson, Ga., was first to let 
a pationt breathe ether a« gen 
eral anaesthesia before sur-

Others are often given credit 
for ether's first use because 
Dr. Long failed to report, his 
use of it to the Medical Society 
until ten years later.

But South Bay residence re

port excellent results from 
Torrance Classified ads. They 
simply phone and say: "Stop 
my ad. It brought results." 
Why not call FA 8-2345 and 
ask for an ad taker now.

IT'S LATER THAN YOU THINK!

Choose Your Christmas Gifts Now!
FROM THE LARGEST SELECTION IN TOWN!

OVER 1,000 DIFFERENT ITEMS TO PICK FROM

NATIONAL GIFT SHOP
DOWNTOWN 
TORRANCE1267 SARTORI PA. 8-1953

FREE GIFT WRAPPING 

ON ALL ITEMS

ASK ABOUT OUR 

LAYAWAY PLAN

*

Christmas Carols are Age-Old Melodic 
Expressions of Faith, Hope tor Peace

Once upon a time, on a cold 
winter evening long ago, a 
young village priest in the 
A u s-t r i a n Tyrol was sitting 
quietly by 'the fireside of his 
parish house, writing out his 
Christmas sermon, when there 
suddenly came a knock at the 
door. It was one of the villagers, 
bringing an important message. 
A peasant woman in the little 
town had that night given birth 
to a child and wanted it to have 
the priest's blessing. "Will you 
come, Father?" the messenger 
said. "Yes," Father Josef Mohr 
replied quickly, as he drew on 
a heavy cloak.

In the peasant's hut where 
the messenger led him. Father 
Mohr found a beautiful infant, 
cradled in the arms of a radiant 
young mother. It was only two 
days before Christmas, and as 

the sleeping chjld 
and proud mother, Father Mohr 
could not help being reminded 
of the Holy Infant and the 
Virgin Mary.

As he trudged home through 
the deep snow, later that night. 
Father Mohr looked up at the 
stars shining brightly down on 
the sleeping village of Obern- 
dorf and he was awed by the 
majestic stillness of the night. 
Suddenly he murmured to him

self; "It must have been some
thing like this on silent,
holy night in Bethlehem." 
 PKKFKCT MONO'

As he walked on homeward, 
he meditated on the symbolic 
events that: he had been part 
of. For years he had been 
s e ajr c h i n g lor "the perfect 
Christmas song," something 
simple and beautiful and filled 
with reverence, and now he de 

his thoughts and 
impressions of the evening into 
words that might become just 
such a song.

Back at his desk he dipped 
his quill pen 
and wrote, "Silent Night, Holy 
Night!" Writing swiftly, he 
went on, "All is calm, AH is 
bright." In a remarkably short 
time he finished his Christmas 
poom.

But Father Mohr had no 
music for his words. The next 
day, Christmas Eve, he hurried 
over to the house of Franz 
Gruber. the church organist and 
his friend. Could Franz write a 
melody for his Christmas poem 

-in time to be sung during the 
Christmas service? Herr Gruber 
agreed to try, caught the true 
spirit of Father's Mohr's words
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From Your Friendly
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CLARK MARKETS
CLOSE AT 8 P.M.
CHRISTMAS EVE

AND REMAIN

CLOSED
ALL DAY 

CHRISTMAS WED., DEC. 25

IS STIU IM ffgSES?
THE ITEMS ^ EHgjfllT HEMS ON SALE.

PRICES
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AVOCADOS
JUMBO SIZE 

SELECT 
FUERTE

7-BONE ROAST
U. S. CHOICE
CENTER CUTS I 1b 

TENDER, JUICY

HOLLY
FINE GRANULATED 

PURE'

SUGAR
10-pound Bag

APPLES

10
EXTRA FANCY

CRISP .. . SOLID
WASHINGTON STATE

DELICIOUS

THE VERT FINEST 
YOUNG . . TENDER . . JUICY

OVEN-READY. WASTE-FREE
SELECT TOM

TURKEYS
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PORK ROAST
ARMOUR'S STAR
LOIN END ILMlb
LEAN, GRAIN-FED
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SWIFT'S
JEWEL

SHORTENING
QUALITY 

AT BIG SAVINGS!
3-pound Can
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S and F 
ENCORE

COFFEE
POUND

OOLDEN CKI&VfE. ASSORTED FLAVORS

PREMIUM ICE CREAM
Flav-R-Par. Kmnrv Grad« A. R*g. 3Dc Viilur

ASPARAGUS SPEARS
NORTH COAST. .'.03 Can

APPLE SAUCE

VACUUM 
CAN

'/2-Oallon Carton 

l-or. Package

Oc

FLAV-H-PAC FANCY. GRADE A. ASSORTED
ERAZEM 12 VARIETIES mm aiaml
ri*^f*"f INCLUDING ^T REG. 91
FOODS PEAS i """  

P1LLBBURY ENRICHED

ALL PURPOSE FLOUR
KATMORK \VHOU; OR JEI.UF.D

CRANBERRY SAUCE
< AL KAMK. FREHH FROZEN. CALIFORNIA

STRAWBERRIES ........'....,

2
2

1.pound
cana

10 02. 
can*

49c 

29c 

29c

Cla rk
PUERTE at ELLIOT AVE. in LE PUENTE 

SEPULVEDA at MARINE in MANHATTAN REACH
OLIVE at WILMINGTON in COMPTON

HWY. 101 at HAWTHORNE in TORRANCE
CRENSHAW at COMPTON in GARDENA

WESTERN at IMPERIAL in LAS ANGELES
VERMONT at 140th ST. jn GARDENA

CLARK at ROSE in RELLFLOWER
  AMPLE FREE PARKING   LIMIT RIGHTS RESERVED  
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and finished the melody in little 
more than an hour. 
GIVEN WORLD

Thus at midnight, on Christ 
mas Eve in 1818, before a 
hushed congregation in a little 
village church, "Silent Night. 
Holy Night!" was given to the 
world. When Herr Gruber's wife 
first heard the song, she told 
her husband, "We will die you 
and "1 but this song will live."

Prau Gruber's prophecy was 
remarkably accurate. Some 
months later a visiting organist 
copied the song and taught it 
to a quartet of gifted children 
in a neighboring province. They, 
in turn, sang it at the Leipzig 
Fair, at concert halls, before the 
King and Queen of Saxony. It 
was taken to France, to Eng 
land, to Russia, to America.

Years * after, Franz Gruber 
died in poverty and obscurity, 
but the song he and Father 
Mohr composed has become im 
mortal. Like the Holy Manger, 
the Three Wise Men. the Christ- 
man tree and jolly old St. Nich 
olas himself, "Silent Night" is 
an unforgettable part of the an- 
nvfal rites honoring the Birth 
of Christ.

St.   Francis of Assist, who 
lived in the thirteenth century, 
is often called the "Father of 
the Christmas Carol;" but the 
custom of caroling at Christmas 
tiyie was well established long 
before he lived, tn fact, there 
is good evidence that in the 
year 129 A.D. a Roman bishop, 
Telesphorus, called on his 
churchmen to gather at Christ 
mas and sing in honor of 
Christ's birth. Some 300 years 
later, St. Jerome wrote of the 
custom, and a Latin hymn of 
Christmas. "Christ Is Bom! Tell 
Forth His Name!" dates from 
the eighth century. 
ADESTE FIDELES

One of the best known ol the 
early carols is "Adeste Fideles," 
or "O Come, All Ye Faithful." 
Exactly who wrote it may never 
be discovered. Some historians 
believe it was written in the 
thirteenth century by St. Bona- 
venture, a Franciscan friar who 
was an associate of St. Francis.

In the seventeenth century 
"Adeste Fideles" was chanted 
by French monk* as they 
marched to church in procession 
on Christmas Eve. John Francis 
Wade, an Englishman who 
copied and sold religious music 
in Douai, France, included it in 
a manuscript written about 
1750, and may have been the 
first to commit to paper this, 
poignant carol. , j

The exact origin of the word) 
"carol"-is unclear. Some schot-j 
ars believe it is derived from 
the Latin word, carolare, mean 
ing to sing. But others say it 
comes from a Greek word for 
"flute player." and originally 
referred to the musicians who 
usually accompanied the 
chorales.

Early carols were stately, 
musically complex and usually 
sung in Latin. What St. Francis 
of Assist did. in a sense, was 
make them popular. The holiday 
season called for "jovial sing- 
ing," in his view. By the fif 
teenth century, the Christinas 
carol had become more melodic, 
its words simple and easy to 
remember; and in 1521, an Eng 
lish printer, Wynkyn de Word, 
published the first book of 
carols. 
FOLK SONGS

Folk songs and pagan rites 
brought secular influence* Into 
the pure religion of the original 
carols. There is no mention of 
Christ's birth in "Deck the Halls 
with Boughs of Holly." which 
goes back to the pagan celebra 
tion of the winter solstice. The 
melody is Welsh, and was once 
adapted by Mozart for the piano 
and violin.

Cornish men first sang "God 
Rest You Merry, Gentlemen." 
In medieval times this old fav 
orite was, by tradition, the first 
to be sung by strolling musi 
cians in the narrow streets and 
mews of London during the 
holiday*. "Good King Wences- 
las," another secular carol, is 
meant to be a colloquy between 
King Wenceslas, a devout and 
generous ruler of Bohemia from 
928 to 935 A.D.. and his page.

Martin Luther, with his love 
of music, did much to advance 
the custom of caroling. For 
many years he was thought to 
be the author of "Away in a 
Manger," and many books still 
carry the credit line, "Com 
posed by Martin Luther for his

children." But recent research 
suggests that he did not actually 
write it, though it is known to 
have been a favorite at the 
Luther hearthside. 
CAROLS OUTLAWED

With the coining of Oliver 
Cromwell's harsh regime in 
Britain, and the growing public 
influence of the stern Puritains, 
carols were officially outlawed, 
and remained so for much of. 
the seventeenth century.

And as religion became aus 
tere, the custom of caroling 
went into a decline that lasted 
for almost 200 years, especially 
in English cities. Charles Dick 
ens, whom many remember for 
his touching story. "A Christ 
mas Carol" probably never 
heard caroling in London dur 
ing his youth. The custom had 
almost disappeared.

Yet, official edicts could not 
stamp out a tradition so pop 
ular. Some families continued 
to sing carols in their homes, 
and composers continued to 
write them. One Englishman 
who was not intimidated was 
Isaac Watts, who published 
"Joy to the World" in 1719. He 
based it % on the Ninety-Eighth 
Paslm ("Make a joyful noise 
unto the Lord . . . >

In this same era of religious 
form al i sm Charles Wesley, 
younger brother of the John 
Wesley who founded Method 
ism, composed "Hark, t h e 
Herald Angels Sing." as well as 
some 6,500 other hymns and 
carols. 
JOYOUS BELLS

Wesley's inspiration for 
"Hark, the Herald Angels Sing" 
came on Christmas Day in 1730, 
as he heard the joyous pealing 
of the church bells while walk 
ing to the morning service. 
Long after that Dr. W. H. Cum- 
mings, the organist at Waltham 
Abbey in England, adapted it 
to a cantata by Felix Mendels 
sohn, and this is the version 
most often heard today.

Though most Christmas car 
ols are of European origin. 
America has also produced her 
share. One of the best known is 
"it Came Upon the Midnight 
Clear,;' by Dr. Edmund H. Sears, 
a Unitarian minister who lived 
in Massachusetts between 1810 
and 1876, and his friend. Rich- 
»rd S. Will is, who was a friend 
of Mendelssohn.

Another American carol is 
"We Three Kings of- Orient 
Are." It was written by the Rev. 
John Henry Hopkins. Jr.. an

Episcopalian rector who com 
posed it in 1857. while at Christ A 
Church in Williamsport. Penn- 
sylvania. The Negro spiritual, 
"Go Tell It to the Mountains," 
is also of American origin, but 
the composer is unknown!

Perhaps the most popular of 
all American carols is "O Little 
Town of Bethlehem," by Bishop 
Phillips Brooks, whose statue 
stands in front of Old Trinity 
Church in Boston. Dr. Brooks 
traveled extensively iV\ the Holy £ 
Land! On Christmas Eve in 9 
1865. he went to the hills near 
Bethlehem and saw below th« 
twinkling lights of the littl« 
town.

Three ^ears later Dr. Brooks 
wrote, especially for the voices 
of the children in his church, 
the words of "O Little Town of 
Bethlehem." He asked the choir 
director and organist Lewis H. 
Redner, to write a simple tune ^ 
for his lyrics. Though he tried, ~ 
Redner couldn't create a mel 
ody that he felt would suit Dr. 
Brooks' beautiful words.

A few days before Christmas, 
with the melody still unwritten, 
Redner awoke one midnight 
with the complete melody in his 
mind. He jotted it down quick 
ly, and presented it to Dr. 
Brooks the next morning. "It 
was a gift from Heaven." Red- ^ 
ner said. ^

Every nation has made som« 
contribution to the traditions of 
the carol. The custom of giving 
contributions to choristers may 
have originated in Italy, where 
shepherds came, with great 
leather bags, down from th« 
'mountains of Abruzzi and Urn- 
bria to Rome, where they sang 
for gifts.

In Russia, long ago. school 
children, often wearing gro- W 
tesque animal masks, sang out 
side the homes of the aristro- 
crats and were rewarded with 
small coins.

French families caroled 
around the creche, a replica of 
the Nativity scene.

In sunny Spain, "where th« 
carols do not mention snow, 
families gather each evening to 
sing and recite relaciones. plays - 
based on the Christmas theme. ^

In Polish homes on Christmas 
Eve everybody joins hands and 
walks around the lighted Christ 
mas tree while singing together.

The basic tradition of caroling , 
has never changed, however. 
Down through the centuries 
they have always been melodic 
expressions of faith and hope.

Never before a

fine organ at this
low price!

FREE 
LESSONS

Com* in and ,a*k for 
th« lesson in our privat* 

studio, with no obliga 
tion.

Tht Thomas' sensation*! 
low pnc« is made possiWt 
by latest electronic 
advances. You get true 
organ tone, thousands of 
instrumental effects, and 
many exclusive feature*, 
as well as advantages 
ordinarily found only on 
organs costing at least 
twice as much!

only
$695

i 

The
amazing new

THOMAS
Electronic

ORGAN

(Bt«efi Extn)

  Two Keyboard 
Ptrfornunct

  M«inoj«wy, WAifwt, 
limed OaK. Mapla an« 
Ebony Styltt to mite* 
any room dtcor

  Easy Ttrmt (up to M 
months to Day)

Come in today for   frtt 
demonstration. Find out ftr 
yourself why the amazing 
new Thomas is so twy to 
play... easy to own.

For Music in 

Torrane« $  

RAY'S
MUSIC STORE

1312 SARTORI 

Downtown Torranco

FA. 1-6247

FOR THE HOLIDAYS AHEAD!
OUR FAMOUS OLD FASHION

REAL
WHIPPING 

CREAM

i-Pint 31

Try 
Some 
Today

OUR VERY OWN 
Real Old 
Fashion

OWN rA
EGG NOG «-.. 59

22028 AVALON BLVD.
OPEN EVENINGS »nd SUNDAYS - 2 Block* South of Cirton
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