
Letters to the Editor

NIGHT FLYING
 toitor, 
Torranc* Press

At its regular meeting on De­ 
cember 10, I requested the Tor- 
ranee city Council'40 stop prac­ 
tice flying at the airport on 
Christmas and New Year's. The 
council agreed to ask that my 
request be -posted on1 the field 
hut did not take any other 
action,
^It does seem to me that we 
"ouM be entitled to a two-day 
respite from the airplane noise. 
After all, we've had this 
nuisance all day and every day 
for the past year and In about 
two months they expect to put 
on a night shift.

After the meeting, two city 
officials told me that the coun­ 
cil could not stop the planes.be- 
rause the land belongs to the 
federal government and because 
lloy have no control over a 
plane once it is in the air*.

So, it looks like business as 
usual on these two days unless 
the pilots themselves decide to 
give us a break. From past ex­ 
perience, I do not expect much 
cooperation.

The important thing, however 
was the admission that the city 
has no control over the airport. 

r̂ is is certainly a potent argu­ 
ment for voting the city out of 
the airport business. Does it 
make any sense to you that the 
rity should spend money on 
land that it does not own, to at­ 
tract planes over which It has 
no control? I read in the paper 
just last week that there was a
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John N. Conshafter

need for more psychiatrists out 
here.

We tan understand that peo­ 
ple will do anything for money 
but the thing becomes puzzling 
when we know that this opera­ 
tion just about makos expenses.

Of interest at the meeting 
was a preview of the taxi strip 
lights that are planned for the 
makeshift night landing ar­ 
rangement They are these little 
blinkers that are so hard to see 
on the street barricades. Heard 
a rumor that they had con­ 
sidered using candles for the 
job probably a gross exagera- 
tion.

The airport manager would 
not permit night operation be­ 
cause of the unsafe lighting. I 
believe that is why he is being 
forced out. Now pilots who can­ 
not even find the field in day­ 
light are to be permitted to at­ 
tempt night landings under con­ 
ditions that an experienced man 
considers to be dangerous in­ 
adequate landing lights and 
temporary blinkers that belong 
on a street barricade).

You may ask your favorite 
lawyer, but I think that this 
puts the city in an indefensible 
position. Operation under these 
conditions means and accident; 
an accident under these condi­ 
tions means a lawsuit. Ask how 
much it haft cost the Van Nuys- 
Pacoima airport to fight the 
suits that have been brought 
against it. And that airport 
could not be chargorl with un­ 
safe operation.

No one can understand this 
sudden rush to have night land- 
Ings at the field when the vote 
vote on the Bond issue showed 
that the voters had no desire to 
increase the activity at the air­ 
port. One man was so uncharita­ 
ble as to suggest that this is 
being rushed through at the urg­ 
ing and for the honefit of the 
city officials who operate planes.

I don't believe this, hut it's 
possible that the election of men 
who have no personal interest 
in the issue would result; in 
more sympathetic handling of 
our problem. We in Lomita have 
no vote on this issue but please 
prevent night landings until 
safe, permanent lights have 
been installed.

Vincent Lechner 
2441 W. 254th St.

AIRPORT NOISE
Editor, 
Torrance Press

It is my wish and privilege to 
both thank and compliment Vin- 
dent Lechner for hte very prac­ 
tical, truthful and on the scene 
editorial concerning the danger­ 
ous low flying and unnecessary 
deafening roaring poise caused 
by the ring around the rosy 
planes operating out of the Tor­ 
rance Airfield.

My wife and I are two of 
many In west Lomita who have 
had to forfeit the use of our 
homes and yards and take to 
the open road over week-ends 
in order to regain our right to 
speak, and being heard in an 
average modulated voice.

And, we are also two of many 
returning, pray and hope that 
we will find our homes as we

left It, not smashed and burned 
to ashes by some reckless, low- 
flying (not insured) pilot, such 
as was the unfortunate case of 
Mrs. Nelson, who suffered the 
entire loss of her life's earnings 
in her home and valuable an­ 
tique furniture.

At this point I would like to 
cite four of many instances 
where this unnecessary low fly­ 
ing and terrible roaring noise Is 
not only a dangerous hazard to 
the average person residing and 
owning property here in Lomita, 
but is also a continued yearly 
expense.

I am forced to have an ex­ 
tension oh my phone. This is 
an added expense of a dollar a 
month. Perhan^ a dollar a 
month to the.average pilot who 
can affosd to joy ride around 
in a dizzy circle means little or 
nothing.but to the working per­ 
son who is confronted with the 
general highter cost, of living 
and taxes, a dollar a month 
added over a period of several 
years means a great deal.

Second, I would like to cite 
the case of a man who is forced 
to pay an added expense for a 
louder bell connected with his 
phone, all because of the loud 
roar of planes as they pass over­ 
head in their daily constant ring 
in the circle.

Third, I would like to bring 
attention to the case of Mrs. 
Wells residing on 251 street who 
is" unable, a great part of the 
time, to hang her wash out on 
her own olothes line, on her 
own property without having it 
totally, or in part ruined by 
dripping oil and grease from 
low flying planes. This to our 
play boy pilots may seem in 
consequential, or even funny, 
but to a poor elderly lady who 
has owned and lived on her 
property long before the plane 
field ever came into being, it is 
a tragic, uncalled for, disheart 
ing hardship and costly experi­ 
ence.

I can go on and cite the case 
of a well known chicken raiser 
here who loses dozens of young

chickens every few months, all, 
because low flying, noisy planes 
scare them into a huddle, there­ 
by causing their suffocation.

It. indeed seems a dirty shame 
and most unreasonable that a 
great majority of our people 
are forced to jeopardize their 
lives and homes, and be sub­ 
jected to the dictates of a small 
minority of careless, unprinci­ 
pled pilots who are not insured, 
and for some inexplicable rea­ 
son dislike the idea of taking 
out insurance on their planes.

It soems further peculiar con­ 
sidering the fact that life and 
liability insurance rates con­ 
nected with the operation of 
planes is much more reasonable 
than on motor cars that plane 
owners and pilots object to take 
it out. It is still more difficult 
to understand why our State 
Legislature fails to enact a law 
making such insurance manda­ 
tory in view of the Increasing 
number of plane tragedies oc- 
curing.

Appearing in ,\ the Torrance
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Press a week or so ago was a 
very constructive and enlight- 
ing article dealing with the idea 
of converting the ground now 
comprising the plane field to­ 
gether with the low lands west 
thereof into a large stadium, 
a race track and other similar 
money-making ideas. 

If Torrance is looking for

greater sources of revenue, it 
certainly seems that such 
sources would prove much 
more lucrative and far Jess dan­ 
gerous, annoying and expensive 
to the people on the ground and 
their homes in the surrounding 
area.

It further seems only reason­ 
able to assure that if Torrance

is considering methods of rais­ 
ing money to increase the size 
of the airport, increase the 
number of runways and equip 
these runways for night land* 
ings and take offs, that Tor­ 
rance could also find monetary 
means to consider these other 
ideas mentioned above.

Malcolm Camctron
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"Merry Christmas 1'
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BLACK, CHROME, BRASS* - HOLDS

UP TO 40 L.P. RECORDS OR 80

45 R.P.AA. RECORDS.
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SHELVES

Provincial, Maple

8-Cup CAFEX 
AUTOMATIC

MADE BY 8ILEX

COFFEE- 
MAKER

R*q. $16.95 
$747

rt P«rdon'. $£^,-!£

PERSONAL PORTABLE
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Super IIMr«<1ln«
('hnnitl*
P.M. Dynamic Rp**ki«
ftft+rlAl Ton* Chamber
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Reg. $26.75$138*
PlMtle Case

HUOI CORDUROY

TV PILLOWS
In All leather Case $15.88

Guaranteed To lie On* of Theee ,Jk 
RCA, PACKArtD-BELL, 

ZENITH

Complete With
Handles for

Eaty Carrying

Choice of Colors

YOU NEVER PAY RETAIL AT

.Call
!. 2-8453 PURPONS

PROVINCIAL FRAMED

WALL SLATES
COMPLITI WITH ATTACHED IRASIR

MON.. FRI.. 10*1 
8AT., 10-6 
8UN., 1-5

Generous Slie
• Attractive
• Perfect for Jotting 
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