
SEARCH CONTINUES FOR
DRIVE-IN MURDERER

HIS HONOR, THE JUDGE
DONALD ARMSTRONG, newly appointed judge for Torrance.

 Press Photo.

Armstrong Appointed 
Judge for Torranee

A prominent local attorney has been appointed by 
Gov. Goodwin Knight to fill the newly created third judjfe- 
nhip of the. South Bay Municipal court.

Donald Armstrong, 58, of 812 Via Con jej o, Palos

SCHOOLS
JO OPEN
SEPT. 12

Torranc* schools \^ill open 
Thursday morning, September 
12, at 9 a.m., school officials 
announced this week. Children 
will remain for their full day 
 esiion and the school cafeteria 
will be open the first day.

In the Torrance Unified School 
iDistrict, children in kindergar­ 

ten through 8th grade attend 
elementary schools. Children in 
grades 9 through 12 go to their 
respective high schools.

Children beginning school for
' th« first time will be Vimitted

to kindergarten if they were
born on or before Decmbr 2,
1952.

Children entering first grade 
will be admitted if they were 

4fnorn on or before December 2, 
1951. There can be no excep­ 
tion* to thl* State law.

Parents or guardians of chil-

^Verdes, for about eight years. 
a practicing Torranee .attorney, 
received the word of his new 
post from fJov. Knight last Fri­ 
day night, however, was not per­ 
mitted to disclose the announce­ 
ment until the Governor's office 
made it public Tuesday.

Armstrong, will assume his 
new post alongside Judges John 
A. Shidler and Otto Willett.

The Ix>s Angeles county Board 
of Supervisors has Indicated the 
county will bu^d a new court 
house in the new Torranee Civic 
Center.

However, temporary quarters 
for a branch of the court over 
which Armstrong will preside, 
will be housed in the old City 
Hall at Cravens, and El Prado. 
Armstrong will take office Sep­

minimum age for admis- 
done by bringing to the school 
office a certificate of birth, a 
duly attested baptismal certifi­ 
cate, a passport or an affidavit

the minor.
  Parent* new to Torranee are 
urged to rail the Special Serv­ 
ice* Office*, FAirfax 8-8080, for 
information concerning the
 chool their child is to attend. 
Questions relating to the child's 
program in school, the teacher, 
room or class, should be di­ 
rected to the principal, Who will 
be at the school beginning Sep­ 
tember 3. 

Children currently enrolled
 io>t be concerned by pre-enroll- 
In th«- Torranee schools need 
rnent. They are to be present 
Thursday, September 12.

tember J 1.
At. present, the City of Tor 

ranee will use about 60 percent 
of the old building for courts, 
the county the reman ider. The 
Torranee City Council had re­ 
jected an offer of $90.000 for 
th* building at their last meet 
Ing.

Before practicing 1n the Tor­ 
ranee area. Arm*trong had 
worked in Tx>s Angeles where 
he at one time was assistant 
U.S. Attorney.

Born in Whlttler, th« new 
appointee attended school In 
Santa Monica. He received his 
law degree from Bolt Hall at 
the University of Oalifomia In 
Berkeley.

Armstrong and his wife Grace 
have two children. He has long 
been active in the community. 
He served a« the Chairman of 
Community Chest In Torranee; 
a member of the board of direc­ 
tors of the Torranee Memorial 
Hospital; on Board of Directors 
the Torranee Rotary and past 
trustee of the I»s Angeles 
County Bar Association.

Armstrong's appointment will 
last until 1960 when he must 
run in the general election if 
he wishes to retain the $17,500- 
a-year-post. The term of Muni 
cipal Judge runs for 6 years.

Crash Kills Local Woman
A 22-year-old Torrance woman 

las-t: Saturday night in Har­ 
bor General hospital from in- 
jurien suffered in an auto aoci,

AJi«it.
^ Mm. Marcelle May Harnpel of 

1«S3 W. 227th at., wa* pm- 
nomnred d«»ad thre«» hours after 
being admitted to rh*» hospital

Driver Dies, 
Truck Out 
Of Control

James -P. Stoddard of 6561 
South Van Nuys ave., l>os An­ 
geles and Mrs. Harriot Kyler of 
l.%0 E. Mariposa ave., El Se- 
gundo were credited with avert­ 
ing a serious accident during 
the swift mid-day traffic on the 
Pacific Coast highway.

The two motorists were driv­ 
ing in opposite directions, along 
the busy highway on Monday 
when a truck, driven hy Erwin 
Nit/.sche, 53, of 8632 Stale »t., 
South (iate, bega.n -weaving er­ 
ratically across the white line 
just east of the intersection of 
Vermont.

Driver Dead
Missing many oncoming ve­ 

hicles, the truck swerved into 
the curb when Stoddard leaped 
out of hi« car, which was close 
behind the truck, and jumped 
into the driver's seat only to 
find the driver dead from an 
apparent heart attack.

The truck started back onto 
the street, when Mrs. Kyler, 
coming in the opposite direction 
and witnessing the action, 
stopped her car and swung it 
broadside to halt the traffic 
while Stoddard stopped the 
truck.

Detective Wayne Butts,, Har­ 
bor division police officer, who 
investigated the accident, said 
that. Mrs. Kyler and Stoddard 
undoubtedly averted serious col­ 
lisions by their quick thinking.

Nitzsehe was pronounced dead 
at the seen P.

Bond Issue 
Supported 
By CofC

The Torranee Chamber of 
Commerce and Retail Mer­ 
chants association have en­ 
dorsed and will actively support 
both the Recreation and Airport 
Bond issues in the special elec­ 
tion to be held on October 29, 
it was announced today by 
President A. E. Thompson. Ac­ 
cording to Thompson the Cham­ 
ber's Board of Directors voted 
to support the measures, "only 
after Jong and thorough delib­ 
eration."

The Chamber lender added 
that if Torranee 1* to maintain 
it* steady growth with com- 
meserate good city operation its 
citl/ens must be willing to sup­ 
port its elected city officials in 
their efforts to justify its "All 
America City" rating. A "Yes" 
vote on each issue will Insure 
this, Thompson said.

The Chamber Board of Direc­ 
tors endorsed the Recreation 
Bonds ""because if Torranee is 
ever to have adequate recrea­ 
tion facilities for its great pop­ 
ulation now is the time to pur 4 
chase the proj>erty before stead­ 
ily increasing growth would 
make purchase almost prohibi­ 
tive.

The Airport Bonds are backed 
because "Torranee now has one 
of the few remaining Class A 
Municipal Airports and its im­ 
provement i» vital to the indus­ 
trial prr»w/»h of fho Hfv."
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Pay-Hike Granted 
Policemen, Firemen

There was good newg Tuesday night for Torranee 
firemen and policemen as the  council approved a three per 
cent salary increase, over and above the normal increase 
granted for the coming fiscal year.

Thp action resulted when*"" ———————————<

Council OKs 
Purchase of 
Parking Lots

With the support of down­ 
town Torranee merchants fully 
behind thorn. the Torrance 
City Council Tuesday night de­ 
cided to use present parking 
meter funds for the purchase 
of two lots for off-street park

councilmen learned that the 
city was richer than predicted.

While city officials used a 
$139,000,000 .assessment figure 
in predicting the city's income, 
(he County Assessor's office In­ 
formed the city thai the figure 
is actually higher, totajing 
slightly more than $152.000.000.

City Manager George St evens 
indicaled that $149,500,000 will 
he a safe figure to use, giving 
the city $10«,000 more in reve­ 
nues than originally anticipated.

This will raise the unappro­ 
priated reserve fund from 
$140,OOD to $204,000, with about 
$60,000 already committed, ac­ 
cording to Stevens.

The pay hike will cost the 
city about $30,000 out of this 
fund.

Councilman Nick Drale, who 
actively pushed the pay hike, 
wris applauded by the audience.

The pay hike passed unani­ 
mously. Stevens also received 
permission to bring other spe­ 
cific rather than general "obvi­ 
ous inequities" before, the- coun­ 
cil for salary adjustment.

Si evens also informed the 
council that. the. proposed tax 
rate will probably be two cents
less than 
figured,

the councilmen had

Scot Clans 
To Gather 
On Saturday

Faye Muraskl, 9-year-old 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Stan­ 
ley V. Mura.Hki, 24*35 Winlock 
drive, will dance at the High­ 
land games, when the clans 
gather In Burbank on Satur­ 
day.

Little Miss Muraski. who has 
been dancing for three years, 
dances the Highland fling, 
Sword dHn<v. Reel of Tulloch 
and the Seann Triubhas.

The twenty-fifth annual Scot­ 
tish Highland game* will be 
held on Saturday, August 24, at 

(Turn to Png-o 7>

when the car »he was driving' 
crashed into an abutment of the 
Pacific Kleetrie viaduct over 
Torranee. blvd. west of Western 
ave.

The victim \* survived by her 
husband, Ernest. It was the 
fourth auto denth this year for 
th« Torranc* area.

PRESS TO PU&LISH 
TELEVISION SECTION

49 Neweat feature for Torranee Pre** readers starting 
Sunday, September 8, will be a complete weekly tele­ 
vision section. \ '

Thin uneeia! reader bonus corncidoa with the an­ 
nouncement, hy Publisher William R. Zappaa that the 
Torrane/» Presu will be coming out twice a wee^k as of 
that date.

The television section, edited by (Jrne Ingr, dean of 
Southern California TV-radio columnists, will carry ac­ 
curate program listing* for every day of the week, plus 

f informative program notes.
Separate liatinga will he provided for the week's 

motion picture screenings on television as well as sports 
events and children's programs.

The section will also feature a special story by Gene 
Inge on television pernonalities. together with notei 
about major shows.

Both stories and logs will be printed In larga type, 
clear and easy to read.

Inge, one of the nation's first radio critics, began 
writing about the medium in 1930 whwi it wa* still a 

0 comparative infant.
Having written and produced his own shows as well, 

he has comprehensive behind-the-scenes knowledge of 
both radio and television.

ing.
This action will provide addi­ 

tional parking in time for the 
Christmas season for the con­ 
venience of Torranee area resi 
de.nt s.

The lots are located corner 
of El Prado and Cabrillo. The 
church properly is offered at 
$35.000 and the lot on the 
opposite side of the street. 
$36,000, with a $?)000 gift con­ 
tribution made towards ac 
quisition of the properties by 
George, Binder.

City Manager George Stevens 
indicated that the city has 
about $35,000 In the parking 
meter fund. The lojs in ques­ 
tion, Stevens indicated, will be 
"good parking lo«s" since Tor­ 
ranee bl\d. has been realigned.

On Councilman Boh .lahn's 
motion, the council agreed to 
taking the above action on 
three conditions: 1 > that the 
off-street parking district be 
abandoned; 21 that additional 
lot* in other parts of downtown 
Torranee would he pim'hased 
with additional parking meter 
money; 3) and that tihe con­ 
demnation suit against, the 
Mayfair creamery property, on 
Post near Cravens, originally 
intended for deck parking, be 
dropped.

Councilman Victor Renstead 
alone opposed the action, 
passed by a 4-1 vote.

South Bay 
Center Holds 
Gala Opening

The giant South Bay Shop­ 
ping Center will hold its grand 
opening celebration this week­ 
end starting today.

One of the most modern cen­ 
ters in Southern California, it 
offers one-stop shopping facili­ 
ties to residents within the 
greater Torranee area.

The center is located at 174th 
st. and Hawthorne nve. For de%- 
tails about the" various stores 
and shopping values, turn to the 
special editorial and advertising 
section starting on page 25.

THE ROADS ARE A ROTTEN MESS
County Supervisor Burton W. Chace knew what he was talking 
 bout when 'he called for an all-out drive on litterbugs, even with 
rewards being offered for their arrest. This disgusting scene 
can be found *t Vermdnt ave. and 203rd $t., just a »hort way 
from the county dump. Press Photo.

Councilmen in Free-for-AII 
Over Mayor-at-Large Issue

Councilmen, who appeared united last week on placing 
the mayor-at-larpo issue and 7-man council issue on the 
ballot, locked horns this week on a number of details. 

The issues, however, will appear on the ballot, with
_ voters to decide 1) if the mayor 
is to be elected at large, instead 
of being appointed hy the emm- 
cll. as is presently the case; 2) 
if the council is to he increased 
from five to seven members (to 
include the mayor), 3) if the 
mayor i« to serv* a four-v-ear 
term of office; and 4) if he is 
to receive $100, a month, like

Dope Raid 
Nets Man, 
Teenager

Following a rakl, at a local 
home, police confiscated three 
capsules of heroin and one-half 
c«n of marijuana, holding a 15- 
year-old teenager and his 21- 
year-old companion.

fang-lit in the bathroom of fl 
home at 1503 Cronshaw hlvd. 
was Joe Walker, of 22514 day- 
crest ave. and his 15-year-old 
companion. Bert Cobb, who 
lives at the frenshaw blvd. ad­ 
dress, was not held.

Torranee police entered the 
house after watching the sus­ 
pects enter. Suspects were 
trapped in the bathroom by 
police. Dope paraphernalia 
was confiscated. The suspects, 
according to police, were -ap­ 
parently preparing for a. "fix."

Walker was held to answer 
felony naivotics charges in 
l»ng Reach Superior court. The 
juvenile is "being handled by Los 
Angeles authorities.

the rest of the councilmen.
All these provisions are con­ 

tained in one amendment.
Against Mayor at

Council mc%n Bob Jahn, who is 
for an increased council, bucked 
the idea of having the mayor 
elected at largo, favoring the 
present method of appointment. 
He tried to place two separate 
amendments on the ballot, one
dealing 
crea.se.

with the council in- 
the other with the

mayor's election, but failed.
 Councilman also squared off 

on the mayor's term of office, 
w^th Councilman Rob Jahn 
and Willys Blount plugging: 
for a two-year term, while 
Mayor Albert I sen, Council- 
men Victor Renstend and Nick 
Oral* united on a four year 
term.
Councilman Rlount explained 

that he was in favor of two
years in order to bring "the 

(Turn to Pn*;e 7)

Youth, 17, 
Stabbed 
To Death

A little over a week has 
passed since the murder of 
17-year old John N. Edwards 
of Hawthorne in a local 
drive-in theater and police 

still continuing their 
probe into the crime.

Captain E. M. Ashton of the 
Torrance Police has indicated 
that all suspects have been re- 
eased due td lack of evidence. 
'But the investigation continues 
and will continue until the mur­ 
derer is apprehended." he stated.

"We feel the public can give 
us a hand in our probe." he said. 
'We'd like to talk to any one 

who saw any kind of fight, or 
scuffle on the night of the mur­ 
der." he told the Torrance Press. 
"It is the only way we can con­ 
tinue our probe on every pos­ 
sible lead."

Young Edwards was attend­ 
ing ^he theater with his girl 
friend. Frances Clemons. 16, 
and her brother Leo Clemons, 
According to police: Edwards, 
was stabbed during a fight in 
the men's rest room. He stag­ 
gered out the door and collapsed 
about 20 feet from the entrance 
to the rest room. , 
"Tvirs. Hazel Li/on. 20. of. 571 

36th st., Manhattan Beach, said 
the youth staggered past her 
as she was telephoning from a 
near-'by booth. Earlier, she said 
she saw four men accost a 
youth, who was knocked down 
by one of them.

Five men were initially 
booked on suspicion of murder, 
but all were released after they 
produced air tight, iron clad 
alibis. They were Johnny Wash­ 
ington, 21. of 16."i2 E. 101st st.; 
Bennie C. Meyers. 27. of 11626 
AVillowhrook ave.; Jame» C. 
Rucker. 28. of 2124 E. 122nd st.; 
Philip B. Rucker. 25. of 1929 E. 
117th st.; and Robert Richards, 
29. of 10944 Hickory st.

The theater management In 
dicated that the regular guard 
on duty at the theater who nor­ 
mally patrols the area was in 
another sector at the time o| th« 
murder.

City Council 
Brushes Off 
Resignations

Tuesday night's Council meets 
ing brushed lightly over the 
resignation of J. H. Paget and 
Mrs. Herma Tillim. from th« 
Recreation Commission, in spit* 
of the fact both resigned over 
differences with the Council.

Although the Council road* 
no comment in accepting the 
resignations, it was well known 
in most quarters that the 
resignations were ttie result of 
long smouldering dissatisfac­ 
tion existing ibetween th« two 
groups.  

The Torrance Press tn a 
story exclusively released last 
week, indicated that the prob­ 
lem appeared to be the Coun­ 
cil's apparent rejection of an 
important recommendation 
made by the Recreation Com­ 
mission. The $6000 Kroeger 
Report on the area's recrea­ 
tion needs showed that a mini­ 
mum $5.000,000 bond issu« 
could satisfy the needs of th« 
locale. However,' the Council 
pared down the sum to 

(Turn to Page 7)

CAN-YA DANCE THE HIGHLAND FLING, LASSIE?

Faye Muraski, 9, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Stanley V. Muraski, 

24835 Winlock Drive, practices the Sword Dane* in preparation 

for the gathering of the clans in Burbank on Saturday, where 

 he will dance in competition with dancers from all parts of the 

country. Faye has been dancing the intricate folk dances since 

she was six years old. Press Photo.

Lomita Chamber of Commerce 
Endorses Incorporation Move

Kxpansion of the United Lomita (Jroup into a com­ 
munity-wide "Committee of 1000 FOR Incorporation" 
and official endorsement and sponsorship hy the l^omita 
Chamber of lYmimerce of the current campaijm for 
"homo rule," were announced today by Wemer H. Bon- 
non, Chamber president.

Authorization for this move stemmed from a moot- 
Ing of the Board of Directors of the Lomita Chamber 
of Commerce on Aujnist 16 and was conducted last 
Monday evening- at a Joint conference of Chamber rep­ 
resentatives and the United Lomita Group, according to 
President Bonson.

Appointment of Linden H. Chandler ag general 
rhairman of the newly expanded committee for cityhood, 
was also announced by President Honson. Serving' with 
him as members of an executive committee will be E. E. 
Meycrs, Glenn Keith and President Bonson, in an ex- 
officio rapacity.

  Selection of a chairman to direct the activities of 
a women's division of the community-wide organization 
will bo made within the next week, ('handled stated in 
explaining that the incorporation group would have ac­

tive representation from every area of the community 
and from all walks of life.

"Incorporation is a matter of community survival," 
Ray Kerrin, who made the motion for the Cliamber en-   
dorsement of the cityhood drive, declared today in com­ 
menting on his action. "It's now or never." he stated, 
"Lomita stands at the cross-roads of her future destiny 
and faces extinction as a civic entity unless home rule 
is approved. Only through self-government, with direct 
and local control over our elected officials can we insure 
Lomita's future prosperity and orderly development."

Other Chamber members who were active in con- 
sumating the program for Chamber sponsorship of the 
incorporation movement were Clonn Keith. Linden 
Chandler. Gi'cgg I>oyle. Lloyd Orr, E. E. Meyers and 
Tim McCormick.

"Flvery resident of the community will be invited to 
join the newly organized committee for incorporation," 
Chandler declared in announcing plans for a continuous % 
campaign of public education, regarding the need and 
feasibility of cityhood. between now ann the incorpora- 
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Dollar Days This Week-End ...Shop Here!


