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Lomita Forces Poised for Fight 
As Boundary Hearing Arrives

By RALPH R. GOMPERTZ
One of the final steps leading 

to a powerful showdown over 
rityhood for L o m i t a will he 
taken today when the Los An 
geles County Board of Super 
visors holds a boundary hearing.

The hoard has HO days after 
the hearing to either reject the 
incorporation petition or rail for 
an election.
. Last minute check with the 
various forces involved seems 
to indicate that, today's hearing 
will he routine, with the real 
showdown coming when an elec

tion is railed, probably in No 
vember.

The I^mita fight has see 
sawed back and forth a little 
over a year between the pro 
ponents and opponents of city- 
hood, with a short-lived Tor- 
ranre annexation attempt 
thrown in as a rather unappeal 
ing side-show.

A State law governing future 
annexation and incorporation 
procedures was passed as a re 
suit of the Lomita hassle by 
th« State legislature.

The present battle will have

to be fought to the finish, how 
ever, without benefit of that 
law, since the law apparently 
cannot be made retroactive, ob 
servers believe.

Started Year Ago
The Lomita free-for-all started 

July 18, 19.% when incorpora- 
tionists filed their first notice 
of intention to circulate peti 
tions calling for an election on 
the issue.

They mad« five *upc*«sive 
filings until they had enough 
signature* which were accept 
able to the Board of Supervisor*,
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causing trh« board to hold the 
present boundary hearing.

One such previous petition 
fell through when anti-cil.\ 
forces successfully challenged 
the validity of the signatures 
on grounds that the names did 
not appear as owners on the 
assessment roll and that indi 
viduals were induced to sign 
without seeing the actual peti 
tions.

While anti-city fore PS are 
again charging that !>8 signa 
tures on the present petition be- 
for the Board of Supervisors are 
invalid, the hoard has indicated 
that the burden of proof lies 
with th§ challengers.

Because of complex legal 
technicalities the anti-city forces 
will not take further action on 
this matter, L. E. Ross. spokes 
man for the L o m 11» Civic 
League, said, but will eoncem- 
rrate their efforts on the elec 
tion, if and when It Is held. 

Three Grot IDA
In favor of incorporation Is 

the United Lomita group, head- 
pd by Linden Chandler. Notable 
in the group's effort 4o prove 
the desirability of incorporation 
was a report prepared by Guy 
Halferty and Associates, a firm 
specializing in incorporation 
studies.

Th« report gave Lorn (tans an 
optimistic go-ahead sign.

Opponents of Incorporation 
include th« Lomita Property 
Owners and Registered Voters, 
headed by Dessle Myers, and 
claiming a membership of 200.

Also opposed Is the Lomita 
Civic League, headed by Ross. 
with a reported membership of 
2SO.

An ephemeral annexation 
attempt which never grained 
momentum wit* made by 
George Balsle<y who fried to 
Hrriilnte petition* requesting 
Tor ran re to annex Ix>mlt*.
Antl'-city forces had one other 

choice besides fighting incorp- 
lorationlsts exclusion. They

could have petitioned the Board, 
of Supervisors to exclude ce 1 
lain portions of Lomita fro 
incorporation.

Better «o Fijfhl 
However, it was decided tha 

it would be better to fight in 
corporation at the polls in num 
her, rather than thin out theii 
own ranks. It was felt, too, that 
it would not he good to chof 
up Lomita into small isolated 
patches of county territory 
which would happen through 
exclusion.

Major KSIIPK at sin Up In the 
whole hot controversy renter 
nround three matters: 1) cost, 
2) personal gain, 8) self-gov 
ernment versus county gov 
ernment.
Each side has produced fig 

ures attempting to show that 
1) incorporation can be man 
aged and that 2) Incorporation 
cannot be managed financially. 

Incorporationlsts have ac 
cused antf-incorporationists of 
bfing reactionary, while they in 
turn have questioned the "ul- 
lerior motives" of cityhood pro 
ponents.

Those wanting Lomita to in 
corporate claim that self-govern 
ment is cheaper and better while 
antl-lncorporationists claim the 
county can do a more efficient 
and professional job of govern 
ing Lomita.

While incorporatiomlsts claim 
that Lomita will be gobbled up 
by Torrance and loose Its ident 
ity if It does not incorporate, 
anti - incorporationlsts disclaim 
annexation threats, claiming 
that the real threat is the high 
er cost of self-government in the 
event of incorporation.

"Annexation never ever has 
been a threat," Mayor Albert 
Isen of Torrance commented 
Tuesday. "Lomita would be 
lucky If Torrance wanted it. 
There's the possibility that Lo 
mita would be a tax liability. 
Were Torrance to want Lomita, 
with Torrance's industrial tax

structure and future shopping
^nter, it would be highly desir
ile for Lomita to annex. How
er, Torrance isn't making any
lempt to annex Lomita."

State I/egUlature
In the meantime, a bill passed

v the State legislature and
gned by Governor Goodwin

,'night will become effective
September 10.

'/t calls for a two-year grac< 
period following the defeat o 
;m incorporation move, eithn 
,it lection time or while circu 
lating petitions calling for an 
flection.

It also calls for an 80-day 
rather than 50-day period dur 
ing which no other action may 
be taken after notice of inten 
tion to circulate petitions call 
ing for an election has been 
filed.

Turn Off 
To Remain

Despite protests by the Carson 
Civic Betterment assn., exit 
ramps for the proposed Harbor 
Freeway will remain at 220th 
st., and Figueroa instead of Car 
son st.

Originally, the exit ramps 
were slated for Carson st. and 
when the change to 220th st. 
was made, the organization 
nskVd the State Highway divi 
sion to reconsider the matter.

The 220th st. ramp, it was felt, 
would endanger Children attend 
ing the Junior high school lo 
cated at that corner.

Jack E. Eckhardt. asaistant 
district engineer, explained to 
Rome Gateley, president of the 
civic group, that 233rd St., or 
Carson st. are destined for 
future widening and improve 
ment, making It Impractical to 
consioVw them for the exit 
ramps.
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J Factory Introductory SALE 
FAMOK MAKE! 

PKOSKM MA* STORE NAME
BRAND NEW MODEL!

Round Bobbin Electric SEWING
.95 MACHIN
with DELUXE FULL SUE

BUILT. N
DARNER

PATCH-O-MATlC,
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MACHINE
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Features
• Built-in Dorner • Automatic Bobbin 
Winder • Numbered Tension Dial • Sews 
over pins • Snap out race for easy clean* 
ing • Special cut Hook *o eliminate jom- 
ming • Finger-tip stitcn regulator
• Round Bobbin • Sews forward or back- 
word • Powerful A-C, D-C Motor • Drop 
Feed • Easy Instruction Book.

OPEN MONDAY AND FRIDAY NIGHTS TIL 8:30
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FACTORY-TRAINED 
DEMONSTRATORS - 

ON HAND ALL THREE DAYS

Sony, No Mod or Phone Orders 
All Brand Now 1957 Modok 
WiH Sow Silk and Mirado Fabrics
You Can Tako Them Nome in 
Their Original Factory Cartons
Every One Fully Guaranteed

FURNITURE STORES

1306 SARTORI

Shop
Downtown 
Torrance

Buy witfc • • •
McMAHAN'S

assurance that every 
machine is exactly as

represented by us.
Hurry! Sale priced 

for 3 DAYS!

J. PARKS MONTAGUE, Torrance Piumb.ng •«.

Torrance Plumbing Co. 
Bidding Contest Sponsor

J. Parks Montague, sponsor of 'the Torrance 
Bidding- contest, ha« lived in Torrance for the past 30 
years. He is a graduate- of Torrance High school and 
the University of Southern California. He has been 
connected with the Torrance Plumbing co. for 12 years 
and is now manager.

The Torrance Plumbing eo. was founded in 1917 
and is one of the old««t concerns in the city of Tor- 
ranee. Besides being one of the most outstanding firms 
in the community, To**rance Plumbing also displays all 
types of modem gas appliances.

The store will have all sorts of appliances with 
"Open for Rid" signs on them. Just »*k for their bid 
book to make your bid.

Duffers Defeated by 
Hotshots, 20 to 5

, The Esabs pulled a slight upset Tuesday night by 
defeating the. K-Kids 7 to 6.

These two teams are now tied for first place. It 
seemed the K-Kids were nn their way to their seventh 
straight win, leading % to 3 In 
the third, inning, when their 
pitcher. Marge Harrman. having 
hit the ball for at least a 3-bag- 
ger. collided with the first base- 
man as she rounded first. 

Sh« was injured and forced to
teave the game at this point. 
The K-Klds were unable to score 
again, and during the next two 
Inning* the Esabs managed to 
pu»h across the winning run. 
The winning pitcher was Qarln 
Babb, who g«ve up only 4 hit* 
and hit a long triple to aid her
OWTl

The second game berwe*m the 
Hotshots and Duffers went to 
the Hotshots. 20 to 5. Betty 
Rogers, pitcher for the Hotshots 
hit two home runs to help her 
team win this game. The Hot- 
shots collected 1 1 hits altogether 
and scored manv unearned runs.

Wednesday night in Manhattan

.#ach between the Hamburgwrs 
and the Jr. High team from th« 
beach city. The. local group 
scored its first win of the sea- 
son, 15 to 14.

The game was won in the last 
Inning when Vi Lucero hit « 
home run with two men on 
base. This win will certainly en 
courage the Hamburgers to fry 
even harder in the Torrance 
league.

Two games played on Thurs 
day night saw the Sureshots 
play some sloppy ball, but still 
manager to beat the Basebags 
15 to 6.

The winning4 pitcher was Lew- 
ann Dean.

In the. other game, the Bruin* 
blasted the Hamburgers 21 to 3. 
The big bat for the winners WAS 
their pitcher. Dot Nelson. She 
hit two doubles and a home run, 
while giving up only four hit*

LOOK!
ICE CUBES WITHOUT TRAYS ,

An exclusive f^atur* of 
SERVEl GAS R*f rig«rotor I

The only refrigerator that makes tee cubes automatically is the 
Scrvel G«s ke-M»ker Refrigerator You can reach in my Mme 
tad ttke   handfnl or down* of ice cubes. The Ice -Maker 
replaces them automatically. You have no trays to nil or spill 
», . none to empty or forget w> re-fill !

Servers second exclusive 
feature is silent Gas opera 
tion. A tiny Gas flame 
makes ice and cold . . . rakes 
the place of a motor and 
moving parts.

Servel's third exclusive 
feature is a ten-year war 
ranty . . . twice the warranty 
offered by any other refrig 
erator. Why take less > See 
a demonstration today »t 
your Servel Ga» Refrigera 
tor dealer or Gas Company.

GAS

ftOUTMIRN CALIFORNIA OAft COMPANY

gives you silent, moforfess, 
trouble-free refrigeratu>»l


