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LOCAL FAMILY MAINTAINS 
HOPE THAT SAILOR ALIVE 
IN PACIFIC AIR DISASTER
Wife Expecting Baby; 
Prays Husband Alive

By RALPH GOMPKRTZ

A 19-year-old Torrance youth, who joined the 
^Javy because he loved the sea ever since he can 
remember, may now be fighting for his life against 
a cold, vast, impersonal Pacific.

Ironically, it was a plane rather than a ship which 
betrayed him, dumping ,liim and 66 others into the sea. 

'If there's a raft out there, he's on it!" 
This i« the faith and the hope to which members of

-4-his family here cling doggedly 
ever since hearing of the C97 
Military Transport disaster 
about 200 miles from Tokyo, 
Friday, March 22.

Reported Missing
_ ^.^ Reported missing is Seaman 

I JrN "f/N C^ftlir^" Ronald John Kordich, 19, whose

Sea View 
Issue

By the sea, by the S4*a, by the 
beautiful sea . . . there's trouble 
brewing.

Owners of sea-view lot* in 
Hollywood Riviera are trying to

permission to allow the 
development of apartment* and 
a resort hotel on the ocean 
front.

They're being opposed by 
members of the Hollywood 
Riviera Homeowners assn., who 
argue that larger buildings 
would block their view of the 
 horellne and ocean.

,mi«Kion will have nothing to do
 vith the zoning plan until a

(Turn to Page ft)

Man Killed, 
Falls 40 Feet

Killed last Thursday when he 
fell 40 feet from the top of an 

^il storage tank at the Rich- 
Wield Oil co. plant in Wilming- 

ton was Je**e W. Sanders, 1324 
W. 216th St., Torrance.

Sanders, an employe of South 
west Welding Manufacturing 
co. which had a contract to 
build storage tanks, was dead 
on arrival at Long Beach Sea 
side hospital.

wife, Sharon, lives at 5120 New 
ton st., Walteria. He is the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Nick Kordich, 
24427 Madison st., and the 
grandson of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Wearden, 24448 Ward St., 
Walteria.

Kordich,' according to his 
aunt, Mrs. Marco Mazarovlch, 
had a premonition of disaster 
before leaving San Francisco. 

"I don't think I'm coming 
back," he wrot* his wifft. But 
after writing this, he phoned, 
saying; that he was sorry 
about what he had written. 
Upon seeing a bulletin about 

the missing plane flash over TV 
Thursday, Mrs. Mazarovlch had 
a violent inkling of disaster 
even before the family was 
notified.

"I didn't know he was on that 
flight," she said, "Bi/t when I 
saw the bulletin I went scream 
Ing out of the house telling my 
husband that he was on that 
plane."

The family was notified that 
Kordich was on the plane Fri 
day morning. The telegram 
from the chief of Naval Per 
sonnel stated that he was miss- 
Ing but not to giva up hope.

Wife Pregnant
"His wife doesn't believe that

he is dead and won't believe It,'"
Mrs. Ma7,arovich said. "She Is
expecting a baby. She says she

(Turn to Page A)

Know Your 
Qold Seal Merchants

Gold Seal Merchant! who are outstanding leaderi 
In their particular fields have been selected for their 
integrity and honesty and are especially pledged to 
uphold the highest code of business ethics. 

If Displayed in their window will be a Gold Seal 
 which is the symbol of satisfaction when shopping.

SEAMAN RONALD J. KORDICH MISSING
He had « premonition of disaster before boarding ill-fated plan*.

Police Officers Caught 
In San Francisco Quake

Two Torrance police officers, who* were caught In the 
recent San Francisco earthquake, said they didn't feel 
secure until they .hit the city limits of Torrance.

Lt. D. C. Cook and Sgt. Gus Rethwisch, attending the
* Eighth Annual Conference of 

tfie California State Juvenile 
a.«tsn.. found themselves right 
in the middle of the worst 
quake to hit San Francisco 
since 10OR.

"I was standing in the me/za

Industrial 
Firm Plans 
Local Plant

Plan* for the construction of 
a research and development 
center employing about 400 per 
son/* were presented before the 
Planning Commission last week.

The Industrial center, located 
south of Torrance blvd. between 
Madrona ave. and Hawthorne 
ave., is being considered by 
Coleman Kngineering co. The 
firm would not be engaged in 
activities which would be a 
nuisance to the area, officials 
pointed out.

The building would be attrac 
tively designed and adequate 
parking assured.

Attorney Donald Hitchcock, 
representing the owners of prop 
erty near Torrance blvd. and 
Hawthorne ave. protested the 
creation of such a center.

He said It would shut out 
possible commercial expansion 
from the newly announced Del 
Amo Shopping Center.

Representatives of the I>el 
Arno Estates co., owners of the 
land, indicated that Coleman 
would be willing to leave 200 
feet along Hawthorn* ave. for 
possible future commercial de 
velopment.

nine of the Lemington hotel 
when it started to rock and 
roll," Lt. Cook said. "Don't 
think for one minute the hotel 
didn't shake it shook for 30 
seconds a,nd I didn't think it 
would quit.

"I knew what wa,s happening 
Immediately," he continued. 
"The planter was coming down 
and I said to a man J was talk 
ing to "Let's move under this 
beam.' I thought the building 
was coming down. It wa» a 
weird feeling."

ReihwlNc.h, at the tlnw», wa* 
on the fourth floor of a de 
part mwil. store looking 
through MM* glasKware Auc 
tion. Tlio gln**\vare com* 
fumbling down around him.
Rethwisch headed for the 

hotel.
"Clear the way, let's go for 

Torrance," he exclaimed as he 
ru.«*hed up to Cook.

"When I heard of the earth 
quake I was confident I'd be 
promoted head of the juvenile 
bureau," Officer I/»o r,orr/,ales 
said down here joking wryly.

Cook *ald he was impressed 
at the calmness of San Fran 
cisco residents. The radio an- 

(Turn to Page 5)

ELDON J. BOWEN, vice-pre»- 
ident of SOUTHWEST SAV- 
INGS AND LOAN ASSN., 
and manager of ifoe Torranc« 
branch, if buiy thi» week pre 
paring for the grand opening 
of the new headquarters at 
1603 Craveni, on March 29, 
30 end April I. The Associa 
tion is also ceUbrating its third 
anniversary in Torrance the 
main office is located in Ingle- 
wood. Business hours ere 9:30 
a.m. 3:30 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, end Frideys 
from II e.m. 7:30 p.m. 
Bowen, end hit wife, Lois, live 
at 2259 W. 236th St.

At 101 BEAR SERVICE, 25855 
S. Vermont, Harbor City, Cali 
fornia Safety Service special 
ists offer dependable service 
to all their patrons. Manager 
JAMES 6ETTIS Jr., boasts ex- 
pert br«U, wheel alignment, 
frame service and motor tune- 
ups. His fine reputation at 
tracts customers from all over 
the South Bay area who ere 
looking for a "better deal." 
According to Bettis, "Safety 
Means Longer Life," and the 
101 Bear Service does every 
thing possible to insure that 
safety. He is a member of the 
San Pedro Junior Chamber of 
Commerce.

Press Offers Evening 
Classified Ad Service

Classified advertisers are being offered a new 
evening service starting today.

When you call after regular business hours when 
the office is closed, you may leave a message with an 
electronic ad-taker.

You will be given .V) seconds to leave your name, ad- 
drees, telephone number and message.

By writing down your classified ad In advance, you will 
have sufficient time to dictate It to the machine.

If there are any questions about the ad, a classified girl 
will call you back In the morning.

Should you desire help in wording your ad, Just leave 
your name, address and telephone number and a classified 
girl will call you hack at any time you designate.

Cost of a classified ad Is $1.30 for 1!S words.

Daylight 
Raid Nets 
Man $5000

Entering a self-service station 
at Cr en shaw and Redondo 
Beach blvds. silently, a bandit 
threatened Leo Levy, 43r sta 
tion manager, with a black re 
volver and then made off with 
$5000.

'Levy said the money was In 
a canvas bag which he had just 
taken from ^ floor safe prepara 
tory to cashing payroll checks 
for customers.

"This is it. Give me the sack," 
the bandit ordered.

Investigators said the robber 
had apparently planned the 
hold-up carefully, having ob 
served the station's policy for 
some time.

Amusement 
Park Passes 
Inspection

Inspection of the equipment 
"t Walteria Kiddie land, 3860 
Pacific Coast hwy., scene of on 
accident last week, shows it to 
be in good condition, according 
to Lee Schlens, superintendent 
of building.

Schlens indicated that an In 
spector went out after Jimmy 
Tim Lehncr, 8, and Rodney 
Karr, 6, fell from a ferris wheelK 
injuring themselves.

The superintendent also stat 
ed that owner of the park in 
dicated that he is covered by 
insurance.

Rabies Shots 
Set For Friday

About 800 dog owners availed 
themselves of three rabies clin 
ics held in Torrance last week, 
according to Frank Fallon of 
the South Bay Humane society.

One other public clinic will 
be held this Friday, March 29, 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the 
Redondo city park, Torrance 
blvd. at Pacific, he stated.

Shots are $1.50. All Torrance 
dogs are required to have rabies 
shots, according to law. Viola 
tors will be prosecuted as of 
April .1, according to City At 
torney Stanley Remelmeyer.

Moose Club
Votes $500 
For Hospita

A check for $500 was voted 
to be given to the Little Com 
pany of Mary campaign by the 
Torrance Moose Lodge, accord 
Ing to Daniel Desmond, gov 
ernor, ami Joe Piatt, public af 
fairs chairman.

Consistent with the avowed 
principles of the organization, 
members will >a«;k that the 
money will he used for the chil 
dren's ward.

The auxiliary of the chapter 
was expected to take action on 
Its donation Inst night.

$500 To Be
Given Away 
By Merchants

One-hundred free gift cerrifl 
cates for $5 each will he given 
away by the Downtown Retal 
Merchants division of tlie Tor 
ranee Chamber of Commerce.

Kntry blanks may he obtainer 
from any of the participating 
merchants. No purcjiase is 
necessary to enter. On Mon 
day, April 1, the drawing will 
be held at the Chamber of Com 
merce, 1395 EPPrado.

SIMPLE SOLUTION
James Rone, 17, North High ichool junior, figured out a safety device for windows, 
which, until now, opened at e dangerous angle. Rone then made the safety catch 
in machine shop. It it now in use on all windows. -Press Pfioto.

EDITORIAL

Freedom From Promoters
Rond issues are often complicated. And because they 

are citizens often vote against them, even though the issues 
may be very important.

One reason why bond issues fail is because voters fre 
quently do not understand them properly.

To solve this problem, a firm J. B. Hanauer A co.   
has approached the City Council offering its services as 
"financial consultants."

Part of the firm's Job would be to promote bond issues 
which the City Council has voted to place on the ballot.

The firm would be paid anywhere from three-fourths of 
one per cent to one and three-fourths per cent of the total 
bond issue.

Ue believe that such a policy Is not only funda 
mentally wrong, but dangerous.
The City Council-a political body does not have the 

right to hire individuals to promote Issues which are funda 
mentally political.

This right is reserved strictly to citizen groups desiring 
either the success or defeat of the civic and political issues 
involved.

An agency, hired by the city, would necessarily defend 
the view of its employer. ,

Not only would the money at the agency's disposal 
place opposition forces at a disadvantage, but democratic 
government would be placed in jeopardy when the majority 
opinion of a political body can hire promoters whose finan 
cial power could virtually silence opposition.

We affre** that the public bas the right to be prop 
erly Informed regarding political issue*. That Is the 
duty of a free, competitive, press.

But the merits of an efficient promotion agency work- 
Ing for a political body such as the city are far outweighed 
by the potential evils.

Democracy, even when It Mumble* and bungles. 
Is safer In the long run than political efficiency which 
tends to become dictatorial and ultimately tyrannic-*].

Realtor Week Observed 
By Real Estate Board

ToiTance-Ix>mita Board of Realtors will begin the ob 
servance .here on March 31 of Realtor Week, joining hun 
dreds of similar boards across the country during this 
same period in presenting to the public the high aims and
obligations of realtors, Roy A. 
Shaw, board president, an 
nounced today.

Shaw explained that Realtors 
are those real estate brokers 
who have taken on the duty of 
providing individual and com 
munity services beyond the call 
of ordinary commerce.

(Watch for special realtor 
page next week.)

These obligations, immensely 
important to the persons deal- 
Ing with and through realtors, 
arise from the realtor's mem 
bership in the local board and 
in the National Association of 
Real Estate boards, he said. 
And. only by membership In 
these bodies may a broker use 
the term realtor.

Shaw added:
"In Joining the local and na 

tional realtor organizations, the 
Incoming broker member 
pledges himself to act In accord 
with the realtor's strict code of 
ethics which is based upon the 
Golden Rule and embodies these 
words: 'Whatsoever ye would 
that men should do unto you, 
even so do ye also unto them.'

"The standards of this code 
are higher than those set forth 
in state license laws, and the 
local board is empowered to see 
to it that its members live tip 
to Its provisions. Those cited for 
violation of the code's terms 
face loss of membership.

"Realtors throughout the 
country are recognized as a

"Realtors have distinguished 
themselves not merely because 
of their adherence to a strict 
code of ethics that enables the 
public to place the utmost con 
fidence in them in business 
transactions, but because as an 
organized group they have been 
able to understand and work 
toward a solution of problems 
peculiar to their individual com 
munities.

"To qualify for membership 
|n the local and national organ 
izations, a realtor must have 
proven competence, and in join 
ing he pledges himself to main 
tain and improve his knowledge 
of real estate for the benefit ol 
his clients and the community," 
the board president said.

NHS Student 
Praised For 
Ingenuity

The ingenuity of James Rone, 
17, a junior at North High, 
aught the attention of school 

officials this week, including 
members of the Board of Edu 
cation.

Rone solved an acute safety 
problem which had been puz 
zling school authorities for over 
a year, according to Dr. Al Pos- 
ner. assistant superintendent, 
educational services.

The problem was how to pre 
vent classroom windows from 
opening into the classroom at 
a dangerous angle.

Rone figured out a safety de- 
Vice which was simple to make 
and to Install, which limits the 
degree to which the windows 
will open, thus removing the 
danger of anyone walking into 
them.

Posner indicated that Rone 
has saved the district many dol 
lars. The catches are now used 
on all windows.

Terry Fryer, also a junior, 
helped Rone with the project. 
John Crowlie, American Heri 
tage teacher, stimulated the 
boys' interest in the problem 
while William Schuchman. ma 
chine shop teacher, helped with 
the technical aspects of making 
the catches.

City Asks 
Additional 
County Funds

Torrance, wanting to get its 
fair share of the county's rec 
reation money, will make a 
strong pitch before the Board 
of Supervisors Tuesday.

The City Coundl authorized 
Mayor Albert I sen and City 
Manager George Stevwis to 
write letters asking for the 
adoption of a newly proposed 
plan which represents a fairer 
apportioning of funds.

For the past four years the 
city has only received $4800. If 
the new formula is approved, 
the city stands to receive 
$13.200 for recreation purposes 
during the coming fiscal year.

Some cities with less valua 
tion than Torrance have actual 
ly been getting as much as three

ranee.

been approved, some of the 
cities standing to lose former 
revenue are protesting It.

group who 
all clti/.ens 
of their 
said.

work closely with 
for the betterment 

communities," Shaw

Increased Council, Mayor 
Elected at Large Studied

A study to create a seven-man council with the mayor 
elected at large (six councilmen and a mayor) is being con 
sidered by the Torrance Junior Chamber of Commerce, ac 
cording to Douglas (Dutch) Horlander.

Such action would require an* 
amendment to the present city 
charter which now calls for a 
five man council, one member 
of which acts as mayor by 
majority vote of the eounctlmen 
themselves.

The matter will be discussed 
by a panel consisting of Mayor 
Albert Isen and Councilman 
Nick Drale. with City Attorney 
Stanley Remelmeyer acting as

moderator April 11 at 7:30 p.m. 
at Club Alondrs. 16411 Prairie 
ave. The event is open .to the 
public.

The clubs' dinner precedes 
this part of the program. Reser 
vations may slso be made for 
that by calling FR. 2-4285.

The Torrance Press came out 
recently urging such a move.

Man Faces 
Over Sump

Facing a maximum penalty of $1000 fine 
and 180 days In the county jail. E. R. Kenney, 
66. of 2351 W. 230th st., will come up for ar 
raignment March 28 on two counts of violating 
Torrance's "Kathy Fiscus" ordinances.

The oil producer is charged with, failing to 
provide fencing around two of his oil well 
sumps and falling to install a muffler for sn 
alleged noisy pump engine.

Jail, Fine 
Violation

Kenney was warned about these violations 
but never complied with the requirements, 
George C. Powell. planning director, stated.

The oil man was issued s warrant by the 
South Ray Municipal Court to answer to 
charges on January 2, but failed to appear In 
court.

A warrant for his arrest was issued this 
week and he was released on $500 bail.

Downtown Merchants Hold Month-End


