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Torrance-an Evaluation of its 
Cultural Achievements, Needs

(Kditor'w note: This is the last in a series of article* deal- 
Ing- wilh Torranre'a cultural growth written'alternately by 
Ralph K. (iompert/ and Din-fee Parkins. Article* dealt with 
art, theatre, mii*ic, cultural dlscuHnlon group*, and the junior 
collf};''*. The following article Ift tin evaluation of the find­ 

ings.
By RALPH R. GOMPKRTZ

A city, which is located close to a large metropolitan 
area like LOB Angeles, can easily develop a cultural in­ 
feriority complex.

This is a particular problem in Torrance because of 
the variety arid quality of cultural activities which are avail­ 
able a hop-skip-and-jump from h.ome.

Consequently we tend to look beyond our own city 
limits'for cultural satisfaction.

By doing this, however, we overlook the cultural riche* 
of our own backyards.

Much Local Activity
Torrance, the results of our survey showed, is surprisingly 

alive with cultural activities."
There are talented individuals and groups here often 

professional in calibre - - wtio are seriously dedicated to fur­ 
thering this city's cultural life in various fields art, theatre, 
music, books, an'd learning.

Much has neon done through the efforts of dedicated in­ 
dividuals.

, But a number of needs still remain unfulfilled. 
' The little theatre group* in particular are facet! with 

the constant problem of finding a place in which to perform. 
Many time*, good plays inuM limit their performance he- 
cause apace IH unavailable for an extended run.

A more permanent arrangement appears necessary. 
Actually, the city should make provisions in its long- 

range planning for these cultural activities. Such facilities 
have been discussed in connection with a proposed park and 
recreation area near the new civic center.

Independence VH Subsidy 
This bring* up one other problem whieti individuals and

groups interested in promoting the city's cultural life mUst 
face independence or city subsidy.

Some groups may wish to keep their activities limited in 
scone, pursuing them as a casual hobby rather than with 
professional intensity.

An independent group, therefore, can set its own pace 
and go just as far as it wants to go.

However, certain cultural activities almost requite city 
subsidy if they a re to expand and flourish.

Advantages of beirfg subsidized include guaranteed funds 
with which to operale and a feeling of security. The disad­ 
vantage is the control that may be exercised, as a result, over 
the nature of the group's activities and its selections.

Either way, If the city's cultural growth is to keep pace 
with the city's civic growth, Torrance needs the active par­ 
ticipation of dedicated individuals who are vitally interested 
in the various cultural fields.

However, in addition to being Interested in their partic­ 
ular form of self-expression, these individuals must use these 
very talents for gaining practical ends.

They miiftt recognize the city's cultural needs, analyze the 
bent methods of gaining their ends, and then campaign vigor- 
ouMly and systematically until those ends have been achieved.

Tournament
Opening round pairings have 

been set up for the First An­ 
nual Alondra Park Pee Wee In­ 
vitational Basketball tourna­ 
ment, December 22, 3535 W. Re- 
dondo Beach blvd.

Lifting the lid on round one 
will be host Alondra vs Nor- 
mandate playground at ft a.m. 
followed by Ladera vs Manhat­ 
tan Beach at 10 a.m., Scott vs. 
El Segundo Boys club at 11, 
Artesia vs Inglewood at 12 p.m.,
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GREATER CHRISTMAS RUYS AT LORDS

CORDUROY
BLOUSES Special 

Purchase
LADIES'

DRESSES
Newest Styles

Values to 22.95 
SALE $"JOO

Colon: Rote, Black,
Blue, Grey. 

Sizes 7 to 14. Values to 4.95.

Sires 3 to 14 
LIMIT ONE  

PRICED

S..+^**^**
Men's Sport Jackets and

LADIES' LACE TRIMMED NYLON FULL SLIPS

SPORT COATS
LADIES' FLANNEL PAJAMAS GOWNS

$288
Wool*, Poplin* and Rayon* 

ONE GROUP 
Value* to $19.95 
SALE PRICE

Full Cut Sanforized. 
Sizee 34 to 40

MEN'S BETTER
Sport & Dress ShirtsLADIES' NYLON GOWNS

Arrow*, Van Heu«en, Manhattan, 
Lancers and other*. Short and long 
  leeve*. 
ONE GROUP 
Value* to $6.95 
SALE PRICE

MEN'S SUITS
Wool*, *ilk and acetate. Broken 
*iz«* and color*. 36 to 46.

Values to $65.00 
SALE PRICE

MEN'S
Stretch Sox
Reg. $1

F'ull cut for the tea tort ahead. All fall 
  hade*. ONE GRONP Value* to $5.95. 
SALE PRICE

LADIES' BETTER SWEATERS
Luxurious orlon*, wool* in an array of color* 
cardigans, ilipover*, long and abort sleeve* 
many matching, tome noveltl**. 
ONE GROUP Value* to $10.95. 
SALE PRICE ..........................

LADIES' BETTER BLOUSES
An outstanding selection of famous brands In nylons, 
cotton*, crepe*. Tailored ad fancy styles. 
S(7«s 32 to 3. ONE GROUP Valuee to $5.95 
SALE PRICE

______ ____ _____ _____ ____

$177 Boys' Corduroy SLACKS
J| Famous Make. 4»OQ

GIRLS' NYLON TRICOT

Famous Make. 
Brown, Grey, Blue. 
$5.95 Value ................

PANTIES
2 to 14

B°Ys'- Gills' PAJAMAS
Solid Color* and Print*. 
ONE GROUP SALE PRICE

SHOES
Ladies'. Men's, 

Children's
FAMOUS BRANDS

GIRLS' DRESSES
Fluffy nylons for
a p«rf«ct gift.
1 to 2, 4, 5. 6. 7 to 14

LADIES' SKIRTS
$Scores of

100'<  wool, aolids,
tweeds, flannel.

Ladies' COATS . .
100'/r WOOL FULL LENGTH, Vale, to $39.98

ALL WOOL BETTER COATS, Vale, to $59.95 i|>Zo.UU

ALL WOOL BETTFR COATS, Vain, to $ ><} 95

TOTS' FLANNEL PJs
Solid colon and prints. Some with feet. 
Sizes 1 to e. ONE GROUP—SALE PRICE... $1.00
BOYS' SPORT SHIRTS
Short, long sleeve*. Solid*, plaid* and novelties. Sizes Q*7i* S 
4 to 18. ONE GROUP—Value* to $3.98—SALE PRICE 3IC R

BOYS' & GIRLS' SWEATERS  
Wools, orlons and nylons. Slipover and cardigans. 
Values to $3.98   SALE PRICE...........-..-....... ........

BOYS' JACKETS
Twill, Leatherette, Wool, Quilt satin lined. 
Sizes 2 to 18. SALE PRICE ............................

0*7 *
.Jl *

up

BOYS' FLANNEL SHIRTS
IPaids and prints. Up to siz* 18 
Values to $2.98   SALE PRICE.. $1.77
GIRLS' PEDAL PUSHERS
Corduroy, *olid and print*. Tapered leg*. Size* 3 to 
6X, 7 to 14. One Group Val*. to $5.98, SALE PRICE

GIRLS' BOUFFANT SLIPS
1000' nylon in full tiered styles*
ONE GROUP—SALE PRICE ..„..«._....._..„.......„.„ $2.99

8L   88O1 sou™ 
* * ̂ J    VERMONT J

OPIN EVENINGS 'TIL 9 UNTIL CHRISTMAS^

Man Found 
Dead in Car

Found dead at the wheel of 
his car Monday morning was 
Ralph D. Murphy, 58, of 1116 
Kornblum, Tbrrance. A tele­ 
phone company employe, F. L. 
Kendall, found Murphy at Ar- 
tosia and Vermont, apparently 
the victim of a heart attack, 
it was reported. '

Law.nrlale vs either El Nido or 
Paramount at 1 p.m., Sports­ 
man v.s Grant (Redondo) at 2 
p.m., Lomita vs Gardena at 3
p.m., and Lennox vs North Re-

Santa's 
Schedule

Dprrmnrr 20:
9:30 a.m. - Noon,'El Prado
park 4-6 p.m., El Prado park
7   8:30 p.m., down town. 

December 21:
9:30 - Noon, El Prado park
1:30-4 p.m.. El Prado park
6   8 p.m., down town 

December 22:
Will be in the park most of
the day. 

December 24:
9:30 - 10:30 a.m., El Prado
park.
1:30 - 2:30 p.m., El Prado
park.
5   <i:30 p.m., El Prado park 

' 7 - 8:,SO p.m., El Prado park.

Council Clashes 
Over Beasley's 
Appointment

Civil Service matters raised 
their controversial head once 
more over the recent temporary 
appointment: of J. A. Beasley as 
land use investigator.

Mayor Albert Isen, Council­ 
man Victor Renstead and Boh 
.Tahn objected to the job specifi­ 
cations drawn up by the Civil 
Service board and the fact that 
the board has called for exami­ 
nations without the. council's 
approval.

Specifications were considered 
unrealistic.

Councilman Willys R 1 o u n I 
again repeated his charge that 
Beasley's appointment was pay­ 
ment of a political debt.

Isen declared that there was 
urgent need for the job which 
involves cracking down on oil 
field violations (open sumps, 
derricks).

The council overruled the 
o ho.-trd's action.

i,.,
BUGS BUNNY

The world's most famous rabbit, the one and only Bugs Bunny, 

is shown with KTLA's Skipper Frank, at they discuss, over a 

glass of carrot juice, their personal appearance this Saturday, 

December 22nd, at the Food Giant Market, 423 So. Hawthorn* 

Blvd., in Hawt-horne, at 12:00 noon. Bugs Bunny and Skipper 

Frank will provide fun and entertainment for young and old.

HUSBAND'.
Tell him it's you without an electric clothes dryer 
  hung up and "washed up" after you've stretched, 
utoopcd and pinned your way through still another 
basket of clothes.

Tell him the) cure): a shiny new electric dryer. It 
saved you the lifting and hending and dependence 
on the weather. It saves clothes they dry fluffier, 
cleaner and fresher smelling. They laM longer, too.

Toll him It ha« to be an electric dryer, of course. 
Because it's so safe. Because you simply plug it in. 
And because it costs less to buy! (Electricity is your 
biggest bargain in modern living.)

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA COMPANY

CALIFORNIA SNOWMEN
Here are two examples of what Californiums do as a substitute for snow. The tumble- 

weed snowman may be seen in front of the home of Mr. and' Mrs. William Bowers, 

3715 W. 226th $t. while the papier-mache snowman (r) may be seen at the home of 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Kovach, 21730 Barbara st. So who needs snow?   Press Photo

LIVE IITUR-UECTRICAUY

N. Torrance 
No Orphan, 
Mayor Finds

Mayor Albert Isen took notice 
Tuesday night of secession talk 
in North Torrance last week 
when he presented the council 
and North Torrance residents 
will; statistics showing ihe 
many improvements that, have 
been made in North Torrance.

The extensive report was 
compiled by Don Mansfield, as­ 
sistant city manager.

"I don't think anyone is in 
favor of secession. Including the 
party held responsible for it 
(secession talk)," Isen said.

The report pointed out that:
Nort h Torrance residents 

serve as commissioners on the 
Airport Commission (2»; Li­ 
brary Board (2); Park and Rec­ 
reation Commission (3 in past 
two years); Planning Commis­ 
sion (3).

The Polict* department has 
posted speed /.ones, signals, stop 
signs, safety devices throughout 
North Torrance.

A total of $107,957.88 has beeji 
spent in const ructioin in the way 
of street graditlR and surfacing 
since October 1954-56. and 
$37,296 for street repair above 
190th street.

The council spent $59,279 for 
the Glenburn Avenue Storm 
Drain project which it initiated 
upon recdmmendation of the 
Engineering Department.

"In comparing the recreation 
program provided for North 
Torrance to those provided in 
other areas, I would say North 
Torrance is getting its share, if 
not more." Harry VanBellehom, 
recreation director, wrote in a 
comprehensive report.

VanReUehem summed up the 
whole issue neatly in a conclud­ 
ing statement: "There is no 
problem here that additional 
money would not solve."

DEAR 
EDITOR...
Destitute

Editor 
Torranca Press

With the arrival of the 
Christmas season, the Civitan 
club has taken it upon itself 
to aid a number of needy fami­ 
lies as a Christmas project.

One family, in particular, is 
in dire need of help   more 
so than the Civitan can provide 
by itself. Therefore, w* are 
asking for help from other in­ 
dividuals or clubs.

The family consists of a wi­ 
dow and her five children who 
are on direct state aid. The 
family is absolutely destitute 
and the woman, who has been 
widowed six years, is ill and 
unable to work.

The children range in age 
from fS to 14 years.

The family doe* not need 
food but could use clothing, 
money, or gifts for the chil­ 
dren, Members of the club will 
be glad to pick up any contribu­ 
tions.

Arrangements may be made 
or further information obtained 
by calling me at home 
(FA 8-5586) or at work (Tor­ 
rance Police Department. 
(FA 8^456).

Sincerely.

Dear Santa Claus:
I am 11 years old and in the 

6th grade at Howard Wood 
school.

I am on the "Pee Wee" foot­ 
ball league and would like a 
Schwinn bicycle for transporta­ 
tion.

My two sisters would like 
white Bibles with zippers.

Thank you and 
Merry Christmas 

(s) Patrick Feeney 
Dear Santa:

1 have been waiting all year 
for your return. I'll have hot 
Ovaltine and cookies for you. I 
have been studying hard, and 
practicing my Christmas carols.

See You soon, 
(s) Noreen Cork, 10

Dear Santa:
I would like a dog for my 

grandma and grandpa for 
Christmas. They live on a farm 
all by themselves in Minnesota 
and the old dog they had got 
killed during deer hunting sea­ 
son.

(s) TVnrry I* Read, 10 
Dear Santa:

1 want a houla skirt and my 
brother want's a train. 1 am a 
girl who want's a houla skirt 
and my brother is a boy he 
want's a train.' "Love" 

(s) Nancy Slngley, 7,
and Jimmy 

Dear Santa:  
You have been so good to me 

each year- this year I really 
don't want very much. I would 
like a pair of roller skates and 
1 wish you would see to it, San­ 
ta, that all the little boys and 
girls that aren't so fortunate are 
taken care of. I am six years 
old and love you very much, 
Santa.

(s) Naiiry I>ee Stoeklnger, 6 
Dear Santa Claus:

As we're looking forward to 
the many Christmas joys, let us 
not be thinking only of the 
pleasures and the toys, nor ex­ 
pect too many presents in our 
stockings by the fire, when San­ 
ta comes to bring us gifts that 
our hearts desire, but remember 
that the Christ child in Bethel- 
hem was horn, in that far-off 
lowly manger on that Bright De­ 
cember Morn.

Love.
(s) Sharon Kay Re«M»on, 14 

P.S. Dear Santa: I don't need 
anything too much this year, so 
please give my gift to some poor 
child. 
Dear Santa:

Thanks for the doll and the 
skates you gave me last Christ­ 
mas. I was new in California 
and then thought you would not 
fjnd me. Mamma says you find 
all good boys and girls. Please 
bring me shoes, sweater and 
two warm shirts. I took good 
care of my doll and mamma is 
going to wash and iron her 
dress. Mv name is Lucv anil 1

am 8 years old. Please 
her Mary Ann. She lives 
door.

Detectivt Captain

Ordinance for 
Solicitors

An ordinance regulating 
house-to-house solicitors was 
passed by the City Council, thus 
giving Torrance a stricter law 
controlling such activities.

Solicitors must take out a 
resident business license and 
pay $16 for each person acting 
as canvasser or nolicltor in the 
city.

Lucy Rotuido
Dear Santa:

I not such a good writer, but 
I doing the best I can. I would 
like camera but mom says that 
I can't have, a camera thi« 
Chirstmas. My mom didn't help 
me with this. I guess I just good 
at spelling. My school is Carl^ 
Steele elementary school. I mit«^ 
have a chance of wining but 
please put my letter in the- 
papers even if I win the 
Schwinn bike or don't.

Yours truly 
(ft) I.inda Pa**, 10 

Dear Santa:
My brother and sister told m« 

what they wanted for Christ­ 
mas. My sister said she wanted 
a Sweet Pea Doll. My brother^ 
wants a cho-cho train that'« 
what he calls it. My name is 
Michele I am 10 years old. My 
sister is 5. and my brother is 
nearly 3. I want a wrist watch. 
Please be sure and give presents 
to the poor children and sick 
children.

Thank you very much, Santa,
'Trulv

<s) Michele, <; rimes. 10 
P.S. 1 hope every one believejJ| 
in Santa Claus like I and my 
sister and brother do. 
Dear Santa:

I wish 1 could meet you *om« 
day. I have been meeting your 
helpers and they are very nic«. 
I enjoy being with them (when 
I can).

I made up a short song and I 
would like you to hear it. So 
here it goes.

Santa: £
All night I lay in my bed, lay 

wating for Santa to come, bring­ 
ing some toys, will he come to 
my bod side and what do you 
know he had some toy for me. 
The end.

I don't know very much about 
music but I did my best. I guess 
your best is all anyone can do.

Well I'm running out of 
words, so good by Dear Santa 
Claus have fun.

(s) Judith White, 1J

Children's Party 
Scheduled Sat.

This coming Saturday. De­ 
cember 22. the VFW Post 2122 
of Inglewood is giving an an­ 
nual Christmas party for chil­ 
dren at the George M. 
auditorium of Inglewood 
school, starting at 1 p.m.

Santa will be there and gifts 
and prizes will he given away. 
The Win! on and Diane studio 
of Inglewood has been chosen 
to furnish entertainment. Sixty 
of the studio's pupils will par­ 
ticipate.

OUTSTANDING SERVICES
John Ebbinghouse (r), retiring president of the Torrance Cham­ 

ber of Commerce, receives an award for outstanding services 

rendered from Dean Sears on behalf of the Chamber member­ 

ship. A letter from Paul Loranger, praising Ebbinghouse'* «on» 

tributions to the community, was also read.   Press Photo.


