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DOUGLAS FROGMEN 
AID CANOPY TESTS

"Frogmen"   usually found only with the, seagoing Navy, are now play- 
Ing an important role for the airborne Navy at Douglas Aircraft's El Segundo di 
vision.

Garbed in complete frogman underwater equipment, two engineering lab-
<* 'oratory technicians are current 

ly partielpating in underwater 
canopy jettison tests being car 
ried out at the Douglas plant 
to determine safety characteris 
tics of aircraft being produced 
for the U. S. Navy.

The tests simulate conditions 
(experienced when an airplane 
falls from the deck of an air 
craft carrier in service opera 
tions.

U*in; a large 21-foot deep 
water tank, of 04,000 gallon 
capacity, Douglam technicians 
lower a forward fuwlage sec 
tion of an airplane deep into 
the water, then .jet U son the 
canopy to find if a pilot could 
safely eucape from a "ditched" 
aircraft after it begins to 
sink under the water. 
Contrasted sharply against an 

aircraft manufacturing back 
ground, the two "frofrmen"  
Joe McDonald and Dick Syno- 
vek submerge into the water 
to retrieve the canopy after it 
has boon jettisoned from the 
fuselage section. They also 
make underwater repairs and 
inspection of the triggering 
mechanisms, then report their 
findings to engineers topside on 
the tank. Oftentimes the under 
water "explosion" causes parts 
to scatter, and the frogmen re 
trieve them for engineering 
studies.

Tests have been carried out 
with the A4D, F4D, and F5D. 

The testing program is a 
joint effort of the Douglas El 
Segundo division engineering 
department's equipment and in 
teriors section headed by Ray 
Moldt, and the test laboratory, 
with P. G. Smith as administra 
tor. Coordinating the project 
are Otto J. Mirmich and Herman 
Hall of the equipment and in 
teriors group, and Elwood Per- 
ren, engineering laboratory. 
Minnich has been associated 
with the A4D and F5D, and 
Hall with the F4D.

In order to carry out the 
underwater canopy jettison 
te»ts, the forward fuselage of 
the airpane is cradled in a 
large jig1, and lifted by crane 
to the top of the tank. It is 
lowered into the tank at a 
sinking rate of on« foot per 
second. Firing of the. canopy 
Is dene manually will a lan 
yard from the nurface when 
the section Is between 14-15 
in depth.
Both upright and Inverted 

tests have been conducted in 
order to determine if the canopy 
could be jettisoned by the pilot 
under both conditions after a 
water crash. Tests results have 
proved conclusively that the can 
opy will open at both positions, 
giving the pilot a chance for sur 
vival after a *ea crash.

From the bottom of the 64,000 gallon tank, an aircraft canopy 
it returned for engineering studies by Douglas "frogmen" Dick 
Synovek and Jo« McDonald. Removing the canopy from the 
water are, from left, Jean Peedan, Jim Dodge and Bob Coschel.

Talent Sho.w And Treasure 
Hunt Scheduled At El Nido

On Saturday, August 11, El Nido county park will 
feature a talent show and treasure hunt, sponsored by Los 
Angeles County Dept. of Parks and Recreation. All 
youngsters who can sing, dance, play a musical instru 
ment, tell Jokes, should sign up.* 
After the show, the youngster* 
^111 play games and search for 
hidden treasure. Refreshments 
will be served by ladies of the 
Home Extension group.

Friday afternoon the Angels 
of El Nido squeezed by Lennox
12-11 in a pee-wee 10" game. The 
Same was a thriller as El Nido 
came from behind to score two 
runs in the bottom of the sev- 
«»nth after Lrnnox had taken a 
one run lead in their half of the 
Jnning. The battling heroes were 
lilt hard Brock who swatted two 
liomers, a double and a single; 
Ronnie Stugert, with a double 
ami two singles, and Richard 
Beilonl with a triple and a dou 
ble. In the deciding inning it 
xvas Brock who homered to knot 
the count and Stugert who laid

the winning run. The great vic 
tory kept the Angels undefeated. 

lAst Saturday's special event 
included a table-tennis tourna- 
rnont and challenges In check- 
erg, chess and carroms. Those 
youngsters who succeeded in 
winning ribbons were Blllie 
.Sweet, Gary Brown, Steve Gun- 
Hier, Tommy Birkenhead, John 
.Sibley, Richard Brock, Janet 
Moon, Connie Packham, Sharon 
Gijcler, Dave Foote, Chuck Sos- 
*arnn, Teddy Balleras, Richard 
3iilI, Barbara Birkenhead, Jerry 
Stephens, Don Hampcl, Billy

Poultrymen 
Get Awards

Four Torrance poultry raisers 
were winners in the second an^ 
nual Award of Merit competi 
tion for poultry ranches in all 
parts of Los Angeles county.

They are Leo Radford, 3440 
Emerald St.; Leonard Radford, 
3430 Vft Emerald St., Charles Ru- 
bin, 304 W. 223rd St., and K. L. 
Christofferson, 3516 Emerald 
St., all of Torrance. Christoffer- 
son was one of 25 ranchers who 
received the award two years in 
.succession.

Using sanitation and attrac 
tiveness as basic criteria, eight 
judges viewed all ranches in the 
competition during the first 
two weeks of the month, accord 
ing to Bill Staiger, manager of 
the L.A. county farm bureau, 
sponsor of the contest.

The award program is Intend-

up and beautificatlon of one of 
the county's largest industries, 
which Is now raising four mil 
lion chickens, Staiger said.

Thomas, and Gary McElhan-
non.

Following the competition, de 
licious refreshments were pro 
vided by the PTA of El Nido.

Mr. and Mm. Trvln Wmick. of 21102 
enkpr. announce the birth of a

dmajjliter, T>rl Su<\ weighing 8
pound* and 4 ounce*.

Mr. and Mr*. Tiny M. Kittle, of 
1548 W. 2ir>th St.. announce the 
birth of a daughtHf, L,ynn* Yetcen, 
weighing 7 pountln and 2 ounce*.

Air. and Mr*. Forn»nt O. Boll, of 
5032 Sfott Tr.. announce the birth of 
n daughter, I.^zami« Marie, weighing 
8 pound* and 3 ounce*.

National Supply Will ' 
Manufacture Converters

A major step in a product diversification program, which may eventually aJ% 
feet its plant at Torrance, has been taken by the National Supply company.

The company has begun the manufacture of a complete line of heavy duty]
torque converters, on a production line basis, for a wide range of industrial applifl*

tlons. +> ^
This move, announced by A. 

W. McKlnney, president, fol 
lows the recent establishment 
of a company wide research and 
development committee, and 
formation of a new industrial

OPERATION FLASH
Mighty 111/2 ton flash tank settles into position two floors above 
the ground as engineers complete one of the most intricate 
operations in construction of the new latex plant for Shell Chemi 
cal corporation in Torrance. When latex plant is completed, 
it will be the only one on Pacific Coast to produce raw material 
for foam rubber. Above unit, which will operate under vacuum 
conditions of only one-third atmosphere, has a capacity of 
10,000 tons, removes excess butadiene from liquid latex.

'Operation Doorbell"
The front steps of Sixty- 

eighth Assembly District citi 
zen* have become the political 
arena for the coming Novem 
ber elections, as far as Thomas 
C. Brewer Jr., Republican candi 
date, is concerned.

Brewer is waging a vigorous, 
door-to-door campaign in the 
district in order to meet per 
sonally the citizens whom the 
successful candidate will repre 
sent in the state legislature.

"There is no better way to 
discover how best to represent 
the peopleof a district than to 
talk to them at their own homes 
and find out what's on their 
minds," Brewer said.

Brewer stated that In a fast- 
growing state such as Cali 
fornia, and particularly in an 
ever-expanding district such as 
the Sixty-eighth, where new in 
dividuals are moving In a steady 
stream, it is often difficult to 
discover the desires of the vot 
ing citizenry. Personal contact, 
he believes, will help to solve 
the problem.

Brewer is discovering that 
voters welcome the personal ap 
proach, and the opportunity to 
discuss issues at stake.

"The intelligent manner 1n 
which the voters are talking 
about the Issues," Brewer ex 
claimed, "shows that they arc 
vitally interested in the out 
come of the election in this 
district. Their attitude has 
served to redouble our efforts

!\ow flower*  pc*«»d ( roan-country by telephone. Many floral .shops now oiler 
  new service Flowers by Telephone. When flowcrH arc: to be Kent out of town, the florist 
calls the distant city and places the order before the customer loaves the whop. If Hie 
flowers asked for are out of stock, the customer is, free to change his order, knowing his 
flowers will arrive on time. Florists who offer this new service display an emblem read 
ing: "We §peed flowers by telephone." It's another way telephone people working 
with florista- make telephone service do a better job for you. The m«n nnd women 
of Pacific Telephone work to make your telephone more useful every day.

CITY SEEKS 
INSURANCE 
RATE CUT

A reduction in fire Insurance 
rates will be sought by the city 
through a survey by the Board 
of Fire Underwriters of the 
Pacific, it. was announced this 
week by Fire Chief J. J. Benner.

Benner said the City Council 
has approved his recommenda 
tion thnt the organization be 
asked to make the survey.

"The last official survey of 
Torrance was made in 1936, and 
I feel confident that a survey 
at this time would enable the 
city to obtain a lower rating 
which would result in a tre 
mendous rate reduction for its 
;lti7.ens," Benner declared.

He said the survey would 
show greatly increased fire- 
fighting and water transmission 
facilities added to the city since 
the last survey.

John Colton. district engineer 
for the underwriters board, in 
dicated that the survey might 
ix» made early next year, ac 
cording to Benner.

GP fakes
Anti-Smog
Measures

The Hiniinalion of 1.435 
pounds of pollutants daily from 
automobile exhausts on smog- 
Ky days is the goal of General 
Petroleum corporation, P. S. 
" 'ruder, executive vice prcsi 

i. announced today.
"This will be achloved by the 

activation for the second 
 t might year of the company's 
employee car pools on smog 
alert days," Margruder said.

When the company's share- 
rhe-rlde plan Is working at Its 
peak, approximately 800 cars 
will bo removed from traffic, 
Magrudcr said.

The car pools nffort some 
3300 employes at the company's 
head office building in down 
town Los Angeles, Us refinery 
ar Torrnncc and Its plaiU and 
offices at Vernon.

Mr an<1 Mr« nnymond Bswnann, 
«.r M:tt:( Winl«.«'k ltd.. Rtinnuiu'o the 
nirih of   non, weighing 6 pounds 
and 13 ounces.

to meet the greaea number per 
sonally."

Brewe" pointed out that the 
Republican approach in the 
whole area generally is aimed 
at determining the wishes of 
r*ie individual voters. On the 
same ticket Charles Franklin, 
congressional candidate for the 
Seventeenth District (which in 
cludes two neighboring assem 
bly districts in addition to the 
Sixty-eighth) is waging a. simi 
lar personal-approach campaign, 
dubbed "Operation Doorbell."

Service Pins 
Received At 
Douglas Plant

Lapel pins commemorating a 
total of 455 years of service 
with the Navy Bureau of Aero 
nautics Western District were 
presented to Navy civilian per 
sonnel last week by Capt. F. D. 
Pfotonhauer, Bureau of Aero 
nautics Representative at Doug 
las Aircraft's El egundo Divi 
sion.

In presenting the pins, for 
15, 10 and five years of service, 
Capt. Pfotenhauer said: "A lot 
of good service is represented 
by you good people. In my 
many years of experience with 
the Navy, I can honestly say 
this Is the best overall organiza 
tion I have ever encountered. 
Your aggre*sivenes and willing 
ness to work Is very gratify 
ing."

Receiving 15 year pins were: 
Glenn Briggs, William Butler, 
Leonard Kraft. Harold Layman. 
William Orrison, George Rath- 
ort. Lowel Welnberg, Harold 
York. Not present were John 
Baer and Aldis demons.

Ten year pins went to: Vir 
ginia Agnew, Joseph Aurclio, 
Constant Capelllni. Elizabeth 
Gutcher, Margaret Huber, Ray 
mond Kretschmcr. Bernard 
Ruby, Vernon Stern, Leonard 
fate, Harold Washeur. Louis 
Ybarguen. Wilbur Young, and 
R;ilph Zaborowski. Not present 
were Max Cogdll, James Farrel- 
ly, Holger Helenr. Leon Hutchi- 
son, Kenneth Jansen. Waync 
McGowan, Alexander Rich, Jo 
seph Rufo and Ruth Wilson.

Pins for five years service 
went to: Wayne Donnelly, Mar 
ion Eastwood, Fred Ernst. Jr., 
William Eubanks, Donald Fiske, 
Emmett Hayden, Arthur Jones, 
Sam Lleberman, Jessie See, Er- 
win Shapley, Russell -Shaw, Ar 
thur Smallcomb, Paul Tecktlel. 
Not present were: Richard Wil-

sales division, with the objec 
tives of developing and selling 
additional industrial products. 

National Suoply. which Is 
the world's largest manufac 
turer and distributor of oil 
field machinery and equip 
ment, does about 80 per cent 
of its business with the petro 
leum industry. The other 20 
per cent includes welded pipe 
and electric*! conduit for gen 
eral industrial use and con 
struction, and Industrial jobs 
handled on a contract basis. 
The Torrance plant, of which 

J. D. Spaldinjf is works man 
ager, manufactures oil field 
machinery and equipment and 
also gets A healthy volume of 
special machinery orders and 
heavy fabrication jobs for vari 
ous West Coast industries. The 
company's other plants are at 
Galnesvllle and Houston. Texas, 
for production equipment: Tole 
do, Ohio, for small drilling rigs; 
and Ambridge and Etna, Pa., 
for tubular products.  

WHAT IT IS
A torque converter is a form 

of hydraulic transmission, com 
parable to an automatic trans 
mission on a car. that provides 
a high degree of flexibility in 
operation of equipment. In 
starting to lift a heavy load, 
the torque converter acts as an 
automatic "stepless" transmis 
sion. Starts are smoother .and 
acceleration of the load is fast 
er. Equipment is easier to op 
erate and can be controlled more 
precisely.

The new line is the outgrowth 
of development work started at 
the Torrance plant in the mid 
dle thirties, when National Sup 
ply began equipping its big drill 
ing rigs with fluid couplings, 
another form of hydraulic 
transmission. On smaller rigs, 
manufactured at Toledo, the 
company was able to use torque 
converters, of a type made for 
automotive use. and began buy 
ing these in 1939.

The wealth of experience with 
fluid driven oil field machinery 
prompted the company to de 
sign a complete family of heavy 
duty converters. Two sizes were 
put In production at Toledo in 
1953. and since that time have 
proved themselves in the rough 
est kinds of service in oil fields 
all over the world.

An exhaustive market study 
indicated that there also is a 
need for heavy duty torque con 
verters in mining, logging, earth 
moving, and other industrial op 
erations in which heavy machin 
ery is subject to frequent start 
ing and stopping and must meet 
widely varying load require 
ments.

Student Receives 
ROTC Training

R0TC Cadet John Cresson St. 
Pierre, a student at the Penn 
sylvania State University is pre 
sentiy at Fort George G. Mead. 
Maryland, taking six weeks of 
RO*TC Summer camp.

Cadet St. Pierre, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. W. S. Artman, 1538 W. 
204th si:., Torrance, i* one of 
over 1600 cadets fronj 40 col 
leges.

Hams. William Gutcher. Rich 
ard Boutell and William Hag 
lund.

Capt. Pfotenhauer also road 
a letter from Rear Adm. John 
B. Pearson, Jr.. Bureau of Aero 
naviUc* General Representative 
for the Western District, in 
which he expresed his "per 
sonal congratulations and sin 
cere appreciation" to the recip 
ients of the pins.

Mr. an* Mrs. Joseph D. Hartman 
of 3702 I Slat St.. announo* th« birth 
of a »on. Jaffcry James, weighing 
8 pounds and 12 ounce*.

Omar The Octopus And Big 
Bertha The Sea Bass Here

Two gargantuas of the sea 
have taken up residence at Ma- 
rineland of the Pacific this sum 
mer. They are Omar. the giant 
octopus and Big Bertha, the 400 
pound black sea bass, the larg 
est in captivity.

Marineland collecting crews 
captured the specimens on expe 
ditions to the California channel 
aboard the Geronimo.

Omar the largest octopus and 
his two companions range from 
90 to 100 pounds with tentacle 
preads of 10 to 14 feet. Frank 

Brocato, captain of. the collect 
ing crew, found the octopus 
near Santa Barbara Island and 
trapped them in 300 feet of wa 
ter. Prior to this find, it was 
thought that the giant octopus 
was common only in waters 
farther north.

The octopodes reign over sun 
dry sea life, such as ling cod, 
crabs and starfish in their 
super-cooled sea grotto at Ma 
rineland. The octopus is a deep 
water creature and thrives best 
in water of 48 degrees.

To air condition the sea apart 
ment an all glass heat exchang 
er was installed and plastic pipe 
fittings are used throughout the 
octopus tank water system.

The eight tentacled sea animal 
belongs to the shell fish family 
and carries its shell in Hie cen 
ter of its body. From here, the 
octopus uses its parrot-like beak 
to strike prey enfolded in its 
powerful arms. For protection 
against an enemy, the octopus 
may release an inky fluid. This 
usually enables the octopus to 
escape in a cloud of ink but 
many times he is poisoned by 
his own smoke screen.

In a battle with another octo 
pus, one of Omar's colleagues 
lost a tentacle. This was not as 
dlsasterous as it may sound, for 
like 1he starfish, the octopus 
can grow another arm. How 
ever, while the now extremity 
in growing the octopus is vul 
nerable to attack from his ene 
mies.

Big Bertha, the black sea bass, 
presented problems to her cap

tors Brocato and his assistant, 
Boots Callandrino. It took £»' 
two veteran fishermen hours of 
struggle with the fighting 400 
pound bass on the end of a mile 
of line.

It is still a mystery how the. 
two men hauled the monster' 
aboard the Geronimo when, at I 
Marineland It took eight and *.> 
large crane to transfer Berth*' 
from the boat to the Oceanari- 
um. There are now several Big' 
Berthas on display at MarnB-l 
land which were caught on the! 
ocean floor near San Clementei 
and £anta Barbara Islands.

Because of their enormous 
si/.e and deep water haunts, few 
of these giants are captured^ 
alive. Marineland Is fortunate to 
have several black sea bass 
roaming its four-story tanks.

The new goliaths of Marine- 
land are a worry to their f< 
ers for they do not like the 
rineland menu. It is feared that 
the bass will suddenly devour, 
the equally rare golden group-- 
ers, striped bass and yellow tail.

TIME TO 
REGISTER

Individuals who have not 
registered to vote in the Novem 
ber election must do so by J&> 
gust 13. according to City Clerk 
A. H. BarUett,

They may come to the main 
entrance of the new city hall 
to register. The new city hall 
is located at Torrance boulevard i 
and Maple avenue (between, 
Crenshaw and Hawthorne).

Mr. «nd lire. Paul !>. FUhtr. of 
222 Av«. IX announce UM birth el 
daughter. ,T>«n M*ri«. . 
pounds and 8 ounoM.

Mr. and Mr*. K. C. Cop*. «>f 34?rt 
W. 22Sth St.. announce tn» hirth of 
a »on, Robert Alien, weighing 7 
pounds and 4Mi ouncoa.

Mr. and Mr«. Jam«a H. Murrwi. 
of u:iT» S. Hr Inert a Av*., announr* th« 
birth of a. son. Michael TxMiia, 
ing 8 pounds and 3 ounces.

Mr. and Mrs. B. C. Ston«ik«r. «r 
3427 W. 226tJi St.. announce the birth 
of a daughter, Marta TMan*. weighing! 
8 pound* «tid 14 ounces. I

NEW CAR DIRECTORY
SaU> FR. 9-8466 Swvk*

TOM KING
Sfudeboker - foclcorrf

350 N. Pacific Coast Hwy.
Rcdondo B«ach

OLDSMOBILE - CADILLAC 
G.M.C. TRUCKS

CECIL L THOMAS & SONS
TErmlnal 3-5291   PACIFIC at FOURTH, SAN PEDRO

DODGE - PLYMOUTH FRontier 2-2122

SMOG ALERT

Joanne G«te$ reminds Jim M«»San, (right) 156 Via L« Soledad, 
Hollywood Riviera; Bob Surber, 112 Via La Cireula, Hollywood 
Riviera;*and Art Austin, (partially hidden) 46IS Green Meadows, 
Torrance, to activate their General Petroleum corporation car 
pool. This car pool, fom the Southwest region to downtown Los 
Angeles, is one of 800 activated by Gantraj Pitroleum em 
ployes on smog altrt days.

SALES A SERVICr

WALTER G. LINCH *
312 PACIFIC COAST HWY. . 312 S. CATALINA, Rtdondo Beach

STUDEBAKER ORegon 8-4005
Dsatsr Authorired by Studebaktr Corporation 

to Service th« Torranc* Area

FRANK H. AFTON CO.
240 N. MARKET, INGLEWOOD

INGLEWOOD NASH u
4351 W. CENTURY BLVD.

(Just East of Car Llna)

OS. 7-8253______________OR. 8-3186 

DESOTO PLYMOUTH

WHITTLESEY MOTORS
FACTORY AUTHORIZED SERVICE 
ON ALL CHRYSLER PRODUCTS

OPEN EVENINGS UOO CABRILLO


