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Athletics Versus Education 
Challenges School Leaders

By MYRON ROBERTS
(This in the first in a series of articles on public.education which wHl appear in 

the TORRANCE PRESS).
The problems of public education in a community like Torrance are not entirely 

dissimiliar to the situation of a middle class housewife whose husband has taken to 
comparing her to Marilyn Monroe. Try asshe will, it is unlikely that a woman engaged 
in a daily battle with unwashed moppets, unpaid bills and pushing forty to boot, can 
manage to prance about in the<3>—————————————————
evening looking like the, girls 
in the Maidenform ads.

But it is against just such an

ideal that the schools are con 
stantly measured. An ideal that 
is unfair, unrealistic and—un-

WHAT'S 
DOING

R. S. Pyle, your Telephone Manager in Torrance

Phone calls go "piggy-back" riding
Pretty Boon now, many local telephone calls are going to start 
riding "piggy-back." They'll go one on top the other, as many 
as four separate calls at the same time on the same telephone 
line. This means one line will do the work of four. And, of 
course, that means more and better service to more people. For 
many years, "piggy-back" systems have been speeding your 
long distance calls. Now we've discovered how to use the same 
kind of equipment for local calls. This is an example of how 
telephone people work to develop new and better equipment.
The men and women of Pacific Telephone work to make your 
telephone more useful every day.

Don't miss the fun... 
Telephone ahead for reservations!

Planning a spur of the moment 
weekend trip 1 Maybe with an 
eye on that cabin by the lake 1 
You'll want to make sure you 
have just the right accommo 
dations: the cabin you want, 
your favorite boat, the works. 
And the best way to do that is 
to phone ahead for reserva 
tions. You're sure of a confir 
mation, right on the spot. It 
costs so little and gives you 
so much peace of mind. Makes 
your whole trip more fun.

CONGRATULATIONS

to the City of Torrance on the dedication August 11 of 

the new, modern City Hall and Police Station. We hail 

this first step in the development of Torrance's new 

million dollar Civic Center.

PACIFIC TELEPHONE

der the present circumstances— 
impossible of achievement. For 
what thp people of Torrance ex 
pect is merely that the school 
system shall take on the job of 
educating everybody — the chil 
dren of the poor no less than of 
the rich, the ugly along with 
the handsome, the dolts along 
with the geniuses — and that 
they shall at least succeed in 
giving wisdom to the foolish, 
discipline to the weak and a 
working knowledge of the three 
"R's" to all.

Cigarette Money
What's more they expect all 

this plus football and the social 
graces to boot—for le*s than 1 
per cent of their annual income 
or about as much money as 
they normally spend on cigar 
ettes.

In. any previous historical era, 
and in most foreign lands, wise 
and learned men would have 
been shocked at such foolish 
ness. They would have pointed 
out, quite correctly, that you 
would wind up Inevitably sacrl 
ficirig quality for quantity; that 
large numbers of parents and 
their off-spring would resist bit 
terly any effort to force them 
to absorb more than a few sim 
ple, manual skills and a bare 
minimum of semi-literacy; 
while the parents of superior 
students criticized the schools 
no less bitterly for failing to de 
mand top-flight performance 
from ali.

Nevertheless the sovereign 
state of California has decreed 
that this Impossible ideal shall 
be attempted and In Torrance 
the man in charge of the at 
tempt is Dr. J. H. Hull. 

"Siberia"
Ten years ago the people of 

Torrance, then a political and 
educational sub-division of Los 
Angeles, became convinced that 
the schools of this community 
were "the Siberia of the L. A. 
system" and decided to charter 
their own city and their own 
school system.

They chose Dr. Hull as their 
first Superintendent and In 
structed him to build a school 
system. "I had an apple box for 
a desk and used my car for an 
office until I managed to con 
vince a local merchant that if 
he rented us an office he would 
eventually get paid," Dr. Hull 
is fond of recalling.

As Superintendent, his first 
job was to see to it that a foot 
ball field, complete with bleach 
ers and floodlights, got built. 
"The football field came first, 
the classrooms second—at the 
insistence of the citizens," Dr. 
Hull observed dryly.

Minor Irritant
The event was somewhat sym 

bolic since the subject of the 
athletic program at the high 
school and Its relationship to the 
academic has remained a minor 
irritant ever since. In every com 
munity there are those who re 
gard ball-players as the finest, 
flower of American manhood 
and a winning football team as 
the supremeeducationalachieve- 
the supreme educational achieve 
ment, and when the Superin 
tendent falls to share this en 
thusiasm, conflict usually re 
sults. "I'm not. anti-athletic," 
Hull stresses, "but I want It 
kept in line."

Despite these and a few other 
irritations, the district, has been

remarkably free from contro 
versy in the ten years Hull has 
served as Superintendent, par 
ticularly when one pauses to di 
gest, the fact that, it has grown 
from 1900 students in 1946 to 
19,000 in 1956—an increase of 
1000 per cent.

And yet it Is a standing joke 
of the profession that school 
superintendents are well ad 
vised to keep one bag packed 
and the back door unbolted in 
case of a need for hasty evacua 
tion. How has Hull managed it?

"I know something about 
public relations" Hull admits, 
(he teaches a course in it at 
USC) "and I try to he right." 

Not a Pawn
In fact, Dr. Hull's relationship 

to the School Board has been 
so smooth that, there have been 
some under-current* of feeling 
that the board was merely a 
pawn. It is a charge frequently 
levelled at. skillful public admin 
istrators who deal with un 
skilled elected officials.

"What people forget. Is that 
I know what the Board will and 
will not approve and I don't 
ask them to vete on anything 
they are likely to disagree 
about. or anything that they 
don't understand thoroughly. 
The Torrance School Board 
prnbably gets wore facts and 
data than any other board in 
the country. That way we don't 
have public bickering. Romem 
her the Board's thinking die 
tates what I recommend and my 
recommendations influence the 
Board—It works both ways."

What is really at Issue here 
is that the lack of public con 
troversy over a public institu 
tion can Itself become contro 
versial. Aware of this, Hull 
bends over backwards to work 
with such institutions as the 
Torrance Educational Advisory 
Committee a semi-official body

THE BEACH BROILER
OF

HERMOSA BEACH
IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THE OPENING 

OF ITS NEW RESTAURANT ON

SATURDAY, JULY 28

D K 01L L K £*xceplionet te 

4125 Pacific Coast Highway
WALTERIA - FR. 3-6505

- Open 11:30 A.M. - 9:30 P.M. -

SPECIALIZING IN...

Charbroiled Steaks
Charburgers

Tossed Mixed Salads
- PLENTY OF FREE PARKING -

of citizens who meet to debate 
and discuss the welfare of the 
community's schools.

But in a democracy, which In 
Plato's words "is a charming 
form of government full of va 
riety and disorder." the menace 
of the carpet bagger always 
hangs heavy over the head of 
every public official. In welcom 
ing discussion, they have 
learned to keep looking back 
over their shoulder for the Irate 
Citizen who would attain com 
munity prominence by loading 
a crusade against textbooks 
that mention the United Na 
tions, maps that Include Russia 
and the teaching of female 
biology.

Known Peril
As an expert In public rela

tlons, Dr. Hull Is not unmindful 
of this peril. And in attempting 
to put into practice what he and 
the members of his staff think 
is a good educational system, 
they try not to forget the 
schools belong to the people. -'

"I won't sny we give them 
whatever they say they want— 
because it's our business as edu 
cators to interpret what they 
tell us they want — sometimes 
the two are not the same."

One thing tney clearly want 
is fair and reasonable treat 
ment of their children. They 
may disagree as to the relative 
importance of anciont history 
and football—but they are prac 
tically unanimous in believing 
that the most important kid in 
school is their own. And every

child is a standing testimonial a group process.
for or against the school system "What^we're_trying to do ia
to his parents.
Which is why modern educa-is
tor's lend to emphasize that 
education is an individual—not

individualize education—to get 
away from this mass idea*
We're not intrested in masses— 

(Turn to Page 19)

Dn Low Prices
QUICK PLATE REPAIRS and RELINES 

COMPLETE DENTAL SERVICE

Open 
Evenings

and
Saturday 
All Day

Immediate Restorations
A«k us to explain the many ad 
vantage* of IMMEDIATE RE 
STORATION which enables you 
to have your new dentures de 
livered to you immediately fol 
lowing the final extraction.

FA. 
8-0250

84 Hour 
Phone

No Appointment Necessary
Pensioner* Welcomed ft* HoWei

DR. TARR CREDIT 
DENTIST

1311V4 SARTORI AVE. - TORRANCE
(Dftwntown Torrane* Ov«r ftam L*vy'« D*pt. Store)

Summer 
Annual

VALUES to 16.95

net  ll'elzee In any one style

Bostonian's
Mansfield 

Weyenborg
Foot Pals 

Work Shoes
& Boots 

Across from the 
Torrance Post Office

in Downtown 
Torrance

SENSATIONAL 2 FOR 1 OFFER! NATIONALLY ADVERTISE

   VIII ADJUSTABLE
I BOTH FOR

FIRESTONE "FOAMEX" 
PAD AND COVER SET !

fan

MONEY

A Week
PERFORATED 

TOP

(Adjusts fast and easily. Completely "fool* 
{proof". Table stands firm and rigid 
[height, won't wobble, rat- 
[tie or come loose   ab»o~ 
fUety safe!
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DURABLE BAKED 

ENAMEL
[YfUOW TOP] 

BLUE BASE

SNAG PROOF] 
EDGES

7y>«f ^7-
W/y AMAHW 

LOW, LOW
1

  FREE!  ADJUSTS QUICKLY 
AND EASILYI

fOAM RUBBER
PAD AND COVER SET

MAW WITH THICK

Jfircsrtonc 
'FOAMEX"

ROOMY 15" x S4"f
•'*•

GREATER STRENGTH 
AND STABILITY!

Yes, check thismwts<»tioncrl 2-for-l offer 
. . . famow Arvin Adfvstable 
Ironing Table PIUS the new 
"Foamex" Foam Rubber Pad and Cov*f 
set . , . our gift to yew absolutely 
with the Arvin Table. 8ofh ate HIM 
teed as advertised In Good Hovsekeep* 1 

jng and while they last . . . both a** 
yours for one sensational i$** 
price... so order your* tbdiaf!

LIGHT, STROMG 
TUBULAR STEEL

v
• STEAM OUT WRINKLES
• REDUCE IRONING SHINE
• IRON IN HALF THE TIME 

WITH HALF THE EFFORT

AMERICA'S 
LARGEST SELLING 
IRONING TABLES I
There are Arvin Ironing 
Tablet In over 4,000,000 
American homes. The 
most popular ironing 
table on the market to 
day, it's now yours at the 
lowest price In History.

.ft't'

NON-SKID j 
RUBBER TIPS

Open
Monday
Friday

Nites 
Til 8:30

SHOP IN DOWNTOWN TORRANCE

FURNITURE STORE
CORNER OF SARTQRI and EL PRADO AVENUE PHONE FA. 8-1252  «


