
+ N. REDONDO

* TORRANCE 
+ CARSON

+ AVALON 
+ LOMITA VILLAGE

It HARIOft
CITY 

* WALTERIA

Tfit latent Circulating Ntum>ar*r httw»*n t»t \nfttti <wnf Icnf

TORRANCE PRESS
1406 CRAVtNS AVINLTI   PMONI PAIrfax S-2345 

"Terr«nc«'f totally Ownwrf Newspaper"

THURS., MAY 31, 1956   TORRANCE, CALIF. NO. 7

AN UNEXPECTED TURN OF EVENTS
A man, booked lor molesting a 12-year-old Lomita boy, was arrested shortly after the car in which he and the boy 
were driving spun out of control over a perpendicular 100-foot embankment. The two were hurt, but not critically. 

Press Photo

Old Perry School 
Razed by Wreckers
( There is a, time to build up and a time to tear down . . . 

The old Perry elementary school building at 17831 
Prairie ave. with it« old-fashioned school bell is no more.

Wreckers were at work Friday tearing down the 64- 
y^ar-old building in order to make way for a modern cafetorium 
and administration building.

The fifth grade children who were told to draw the old 
building before it. came tumbling down probably thought that it 
was great fun to see rhe little school house fall.

But Mrs. May Dalton, a teacher at Perry, had reason for 
much deeper personal feelings.

4» Thirty-four years Ago fhere were only two teacher* at 
irerry. Mrs. Dalton was one of them.

"We had 50 students and two classrooms. Miss Ruby Cobb 
(deceased) and I were the only teachers." Mrs. Dalton recalls.

Times, have changed. There are 30 teachers and 950 stu 
dent* at Perry elementary school now.

With the destruction of the old building, something of the
 pirit of the old school house has vanished, too.

! "There was a time when you knew everybody. We were 
like on* big family," Mrs. Dalton mused.

But the present has Its.met it* as well as th«» past. 
a} "Teaching 1* much more interesting now," Mrs. Dalton as- 
lerted. "And I think we are doing more for our children."

Alrhough the only thing that will remain nf the old srhool 
house is the N»ll which will be kept as a memento, Mrs. Dalton 
Isn't »orry. She.knows that something equally valuable will fol 
low.

"I don't like to see the old building go, but we do need a 
multiple purpose unit badly."

A» Mrs. Dalton looked at the building one last time, she was
 uddenly surrounded by the fifth grade students who had been
drawing the old schbol house.
£ They had learned that Mrs. Dalton was a teacher at the little
 ohool. They wanted hf»r autograph.

MEMORIAL DAY RITES

Amer. Legion Commander 
Dedicates Harvey Facilities

of national significance wasA memorial ceremony 
held here Tuesday.

J. Addington Wajrner, national 
American Legion, dedicated*" 
Harvey Aluminum defense fa 
cilities in memory of the war 
dead.

The memorial rites pre 
ceded a luncheon at Harvey

commander of the

Aluminum, welcoming the 
Legion commander to Southern 
California. An estimated five 
hundred business, dvlc, *nd mil 
itary leaders will attend the af 
fair.'

Dedication of the defense fa 
cility in memory of the war

Needed: Some 
Real Advice!

A $25 bad check carrying the 
name of Frank S. Farla was 
passed it the Bible Book and 
Gift Shop last Thursday after 
noon.

The suspect bought a volume 
of "How to Live 365 Days a 
Year."

dead represents a major de 
parture from traditional me 
morial rites, a spokesman said.

The dedication ceremony, hav 
ing "Peace Through Strength" 
as Its theme, served notice 
on aggressors that the nation's 
veterans support full national 
defense measures.

It is anticipated that Com 
mander Wagner in- his dedica 
tion address will emphasize 
that the welfare of free men 
everywhere is being safe 
guarded by America's military 
power.

Wagner's rwo-day visit to Ix>s 
Angeles Is expected to be a cur 
tain-ralser for the organiza 
tion's national convention which 
opens on I>abor Day.

One hundred thousand visit 
ors are expected here for the 
four-day annual parley. Septem 
ber 3-6. Sessions of the 
convention will he held in the 
S'hrine Auditorium. An esti 
mated ten hour parade will 
kickoff the world's largest con 
vention.

Harvey will be host to the 
Legionnaires during their stay 
here, the announcement *aid.

Area military mu/iical units 
and a Marine color guard par 
ticipated In the memorial serv 
ice.

An aluminum plaque, brought 
here by Pennsylvania Ameri 
can Legion Commander John 
F. Stay, will be erected at Har 
vey Aluminum by Wagner as 
part of the memorial ceremony.

Sex Suspect Caught as 
Car Dives Over Cliff

The end of the trail came unexpectedly for a 42-year-old man when he was ar 
rested for child-molesting1 after his car went out of control and hurtled down a 100- 
foot pit while he was assertedly molesting a 12-year-old younjrster.

The man and the boy were thrown into the rear of the car as it rolled sideways and front-over-end down the*- ~            :   -  .--                
steep incline, coming to rest 
right-side-up when it hit bottom. 
Although the car was complete 
ly crushed, the two Individuals 
miraculously escaped critical In 
jury, according to Sgt. .Tames 
Baust of the Lennox sheriff's 
station. *

The man. (ilenn W. Lawrence, 
12, of 1851 Pacific Coast high 
way, received a broken right 
hand. The youngster suffered 
multiple cuts, bruises and con 
tusions oti his- head and body.

The accident occurred shortly 
before noon Saturday at the 
Sidebotham's sand pit, 26170 
Pennsylvania avenue.

According to the youngster, 
the incidents leading up to the 
crash were as follows. 

Offered Ride
HP had been gathering wood 

near the.JUt.tle League ball park 
at Crenshflw and Pacific Coast 
highway and was on his way 
home, carrying the wood while 
driving his bike.

As he was leaving the area, 
the suspect approached in his 
car.

"Hide your bicycle and T'll 
drive you h o m e," he quoted 
Lawrence as saying.

The boy hid his hike in a 
clump of bushes and was driven 
home. After taking the wood 
inside, he returned to Lawrence 
who then drove his car to a ga 
rage at 25212 Pennsylvania ave 
nue for minor repairs.

At this time the boy asked to 
he driven back to where his hike

Camera-Bug Kidnaper- 
Bandit Hunted Here

A man apparently decided to combine kidnaping with 
robbery Monday when he took two teenage girls into the 
Palos Verdes Hills and then robbed a dairy after releasing
_____ ________ _____ /_____ _ ..__>JT-,-i.. q. * ' "

PRIMARY 
ELECTION 
TUESDAY

A total of 25.989 Torrance 
voters will be eligible to vote in 
the Primary election. Tues/lay. 
Tune 5. Polls will be open from 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Wagner and his party will 
stay at the Biltmore Hotel, 
private dinner party will 
given In Wagner'* honor 
Harvey.

said: 
"Let's drive around a little."

 Want To -Drive?' 
When they got within the 

vicinity of Sidebotham's sand 
(Turn to Page 8)

... Be Ready 
To Jump 
Out Of Bed

It's literally time to rise and 
shine w:hen you place an ad In 
the Torrance Press classified 
section.

Mrs. Lena Slaughter o.f 2345 
237th st. found that out. She 
was alrfcady busy answering 
calls before 7 o'clock In the 
morning the day the Torrance 
Press came out.

Her ad read:

notifies- 
polling

places have been sent to sll 
registered voters.

As of February, registered 
voters broke down as follows: 
15,275 Democrats; 9756 Repub- 
miscellaneouR; 726 decline to 
state.

Locally. Cecil R. King, Demo- 
ratic congressman. Seven 

teenth district, is being" opposed 
by Charles A. Franklin, Repub- 
ican, Insurance broker.

In the race to represent the 
Sixty-eighth district in the Cali 
fornia assembly, Vincent Thorn 
as. Democratic member of the 
California legislature, is being 
opposed by Tom Brewer, Repub 
lic* n, insurance.

Burton W. Phace. supervisor 
I.xis Angeles county, Fourth dis 
trict, is being challenged by 
Roy R. C. Sanderson, Bales 
engineer.

Other offices include the 
presidential, senatorial, county 
committee, and judicial. One 
measure, concerning the metro 
politan water district, is also on 
the ballot.

Wtt.r. r>O 1l»ht 
"R. Anytime.s< . DA

"I found just the 
looking for," Mrs. 
said happily.

For fast, effective, inexpen
advertising, place a classi 

fied ad in the Torrance Press. 
Call FA 82345 and a friendly 

by classified salesgirl will help you 
I word your ad Just right.

ONE LAST LOOK AT 64-YEAR-OLD SCHOOL
The old TorrancQ elementary school was torn down Friday. Mn. Dalton, who ii one 
of the two teachers who taught at the school 34 years ago, looks at it one mora 
time. Insert is Rosalyn Kirkpatrick's version of the old school. Rosalyn, a fifth grader, 
was on of a nutnber of students who drew the school before it was torn clown.

—Press Photo.

Teachers Raise $5,387 
For Welfare Purposes

* A total of $5,387.84 was collected for welfare 
purposes by Torrance teachers during their recent 
fund-raising1 drive.

The sum was broken down as follows: scholar 
ships (for future teachers, now students in Torrance 
high schools) $1,200; Community Chest, $1,287.67; 
YMCA, $952; CTA Welfare, $385; hospital fund, 
$375.44; dental health, $368.44; Heart fund, $237.01; 
Muscular Dystrophy, $196.51; Red Cross, $193.46; 
Cerebral Palsy, $191.51.

Sample ballots and 
ion of the nearest

*them.
The man allegedly threatened 

th> 13 and 14 year old girls with 
an automatic pistol, forcing 
them into his car at Hawthorne 
ave. south of Torrance blvd.. 
according to Det. Cant. Ernie 
Ashton of Torrance police.

The man was reportedly 
fixing his 'ft2 white Ford on 
Hawthorne hlvrt. when the 
fflrU, who were hitch-hikinjr, 
passed him.

"Where'* Hie nearest ffas 
station?" he (Milled, after they 
had passed.
"Back at the corner," they 

railed hack.
When he asked them to help 

him, they walked over to him 
at which time he took out what

Taken 
To OH 
Fields

A pack of 17 screaming 
howling fiends took turns 
raping: a 14-year-old Lomita 
girl while others held her 
pinned to the ground from 
11 p.m. Friday night to 3 
a.m. Saturday morning.

Scene of the sordid brutal 
ritual were the haystacks in an 
oil field bounded by Sepulveda 
blvd., Lomita blvd., ' Crenshaw 
blvd. and Hawthorne ave.

Three arrests have been made 
and others are forthcoming, ac 
cording to Sgt. D. C. Cook, of 
the Torrance Police Depart 
ment's juvenile bureau.

Rooked on suspicion of rape 
are Felipe Perez, 18. 2580 235th 
St.; Thomas Soto. 18. 2562 235th 
st,; and John Gomes, 18. of 
23636 Pennsylvania ave.. all of
Torrance. Perez and Soto are 

is a student.

looked like an automatic pistol. 
"OK, get in the car," he 

ordered.
He said he was taking them 

to it local country Huh to 
take pictures, according lo 
Ashton. He assured them that 
they would be "nice" pictures 
and thai he would not. hurt 
them.
When they crossed Pacific 

Coast highway, he asked them 
how old they were. When they 
told him he said:

"You're too young. I'll take 
you right back where I got 
you."

When they asked if the gun 
was real he told them that it 
was just a toy gun.

The girls 
physically. 

The man

were not molested 

then drove to the
Inglewood Farms dairy, at 3400 
Del A mo blvd. and robbed the 
attendant, Bob Kelly, of $8fi at 
the point of a gun.

The suspect, dressed in blue 
trousers, and a dark jacket, was 
driving a white cnv.

laborers. Gomez 
Ruse,

The 14-year-old Lomita girl 
was picked up at her home at 
8 p.m. Friday by fhree boys. 
on the pretense that, they were 
taking her to meet the boy with 
whom she had made a date that 
afternoon. The girl told Cook. 

. The youths kept driving 
around Torrance and the South 
Bay area, picking up one other 
youth on the way. Whtn the 
girl asked when they were tak 
ing her to meet her hoy friend, 
the youths kept stalling her off.

They finally headed for the 
oil field. Three of the youths 
got out of the car while the 
fourth tried to molest . her. 
When she withstood his ad 
vances. he threatened to beat. 
her up.

At about 11 p.m. another car 
containing about six more 
youths drove up.

Tol* She Would Be Raped
The girl was then informed 

that they were all going to 
rape her. She was dragged to 
the hay mounds.

They grabbed her. threw her 
to the ground, tore all her cloth- 

(Turn to Page 8)

City
Get 554,0/0

Torrarice will receive $54.010 
from the county for street im 
provement projects during the 
coming fiscal year, according 
to City Manager George Stev- 
ens.

T^ast year Torrance received 
S4fi,000. The Increase is the re- 
suit of increased population.

THOUGHT INTO ACTION
Two years ago Tommy Wilket proposed diagonal parking on Cabrillo as one answer 
to the parking problem. He maintained, after consultation with traffic engineers, 
that this would provide more space than parallel parking and make for easier park- 
ing. The city is now trying out the idea on Cabrillo. Press Photo.

BE SURE AND VOTE TUESDAY. JUNE 5


