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APPROVING 'LITTLE RED SCHOOL HOUSE
By RALPH R. GOMPERT/

(Editor'* note: Thin In th« third In a wrlo* of four artt- 
on "th« little red school house plan" now Deinjf tried with 

» number of nfudents at Walterla ef«ment*ry m-hool. The 
plan call* for placing pupils who would normally be In three 
different grade* (1st, 2nd, and 3rd or 4th, 5th, and 6th} Into 
one clANsroom for the purpose of instruction. This enables 
teachers to Instruct pupils according to abilHy In the various 
subjects rather than according to grade level. It Is helieved 
that learning; will Improve and even increase because of this 
 «t-up whifth, it is stated, permit* creater individualized in 
struction. The Idea Is meant to combine the meritH of the old 

^fashioned "little red school house" arrangement with the bene 
Vflta of modern educational techniques and facilities. The plan 

was developed by Walter Rehwoldt, director of instruction for 
the Torranoe Unified School District.) 

'How do the parents whose children attend the little red
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school house (or, mixed) classes at Walteria elementary schoo 
feel about these classes so far?

Teachers and school officials have recognized the value o 
the plan at the very least. A considerable number of them hav 
expressed outright and almost unqualified enthusiasm.

But what; about the parents of the 245 children attendin; 
these classes-.?. In order to find out how they feel, we made i 
spot survey, asking 20 of the parents for their opinion.

The dominant reaction of the parents was their stronj 
enthusiasm for the program., The note of enthusiasm was unmis 
  akable in every instance and substantiated by specific examples 
Only one mother, who called the Torrance Press, was strong!} 
opposed to the plan, even though her child is in one of thes 
mixed classes.

Parents noticed a number of significant and beneficial effects 
apparently resulting from the mixed classes.

Among those mentioned were the following:
1. A mixed class benefits both the gifted and slower stu 

dents, as well as the average students.
2. Children show greater enthusiasm -to learn.
3. The challenge is greater.
4. Children gain a greater sense of responsibility and 

kindness.
5. Timid children become more sociable.
6. It helps a child plug up loopholes.
7. Great improvement and increase in learning.
8. Develops helpful attitude.
9. Children grasp ideas more quickly sometimes when they 

are explained by other children.
10. Prevents boredom.
While-most of the parents admitted being slightly appre 

hensive about the program at first, none of them seemed so now 
When asked whether they could detect any potential flaws or 
weaknesses in the program, parents offered a number of com 
ments, emphasizing however that the ills which they thoughi 
could occur might prove to be imaginary ills and that, in most 
instances, none of them had occurred under th* present program

Parents brought up the following considerations along these 
lines:

1. Will a teacher have enough time for each student's needs?
2. A mixed class might be hard on a particularly timid child.
3. The success of this program depends to a great degree 

on the teacher. While offering a greater challenge, it also 
appears to be more demanding.

4. Younger pupils might feel inadequate as they realize how 
far ahead of them the older ones are the challenge might 
seem too great.

5. If the present classes are discontinued, then all the ad 
vantages gained by these students will be lost when they 
return to a single level classroom. '

6. Pupils may not receive as much individualized attention 
as they should have in some specialized fields.

7. Younger children mix too soon with older pupils socially 
which may be undesirable if the older ones happens to be 
the "wrong bunch."

8. The top group of pupils may not be given the same chal 
lenge that the other students are offered.

9. One mother, mentioned previously, who called the Tor 
rance Press but who wished to remain anonymous, com 
plained because her youngster was studying a fourth 
grade subject while he was supposed to be in the fifth 
grade. He was studying fifth grade subjects In every 
other respect. Thus, she argued, he will always be one 
grade behind In this particular subject and will not be 
able to do the work expected of him on his particular 
level. The mother felt that more rigid demands should 
be made of the children. While mixed classes are strictly 
voluntary she didn't want, to take her child out of the class 

Parents also had different reasons for enrolling their young-
ters in a mixed class. Among those mentioned were the fol-
owing:

1. The parents themselves (mother, father, or both) went 
to school in. a "real" little red school house and they liked 
the method.

2. Parents felt that more attention would be paid to the in 
dividual needs of the child.

3. A teacher recommended the class.
4. They felt that these- classes would receive the greatest 

amount of attention   although they were advised and 
convinced since then that other classes would receive just 
as much attention because both teachers realiz* that their 
classes will be compared.

5. Respect for advice of educators who spend much time 
studying these ideas before they ever try to put them 
into practice.

Here are some of the remarks made by the parents them 
selves: (pupil's "official" grade will be listed for the sake of 
comparison, although all students are in mixed classes):

Mrs. Jack H. French, 8345 Win lock dr. (boy. 3rd grade): 
"Doing beautifully . . . especially enjoys helping first graders 
. . . the program benefits both gifted and slow children."

Mrs. J. Bradford .lohn, 3303 Newton at.: "I am very pleased 
. . . my *on seems to be much more enthusiastic ... I do wonder 
If this plan gives teachers enough time to help each pupil."

Mrs. ElMworth Pfau, 24809 Wlnlock dr. (boy, 2nd grade;
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Man Hurt
Herman B. Field. 40. of 616 K. 
Carson st., Torrance, fell 12 
feet off a scaffold at Harycy 
Aluminum Monday, breaking 
his right foot and damaging the 
heel, officials disclosed.

Field was employed by 
Charles A. Langlis co., and 
Hatzel and Buehler co., electri 
cal contractor."! working on the 
Harvey Aluminum expansion 
project.
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1271 SARTORI AVE.
(Oppoiite Newberry'i)

daughter, 4th grade): "We're real pleased with it we've no 
ticed progress, especially in our daughter. She's sparked with 
enthusiasm trying to keep up with the upper grade. The teach 
er's enthusiasm helped us to decide on a mixed class. My hus 
band also liked the idea he was brought up in a country school." 

Mrs. Robert S. Oamcr, 24240 Los Codona (boy. 3rd grade): 
"We're very pleased . % . he has developed a greater appreciation 
for younger children . . . and a sense of responsibility. . . . Selec 
tion and training of the teacher is the secret of success for such 
a program, I believe."

Mrs. P. Stunner, 3880 Newton »t. (boy, 3rd gr.vle): "He's 
more enthusiastic about his school work now and takes more 
pride in helping others."

Mr*. William MOM, 3792 Newton M. (boy, 6th grade): "We're 
crazy about it ... he is overlapping into sixth grade ... the plan 
gives a chance to move ahead ... we decided on It on recom

mendation of one of his teachers ... I thought that   timid child 
might become too self-conscious among older children."

Mrs. Thomas Fitzpatrlck, 3321 Danaha at. (boy, 6th grade; 
boy. '1th grade; girl, 1st grade): "We're pleased . . . one of the 
boys is picking up what lie missed earlier ... the other one Is 
profiting socially by being with older children and also by being 
looked up to as an example. I've been wondering if the youngest 
one might feel a bit inadequate when she sees that 2nd and 3rd 
graders are doing better work.

Mrs. E. A, Strong. 24438 Ward s«. (boy, 3rd grade): "It's 
working out fine ... he seems to be more interested this year,"

Mrs. ( harles A. Vosper, 3232 Dalemead (3 boys. 1st, 2nd, 3rd 
grade): "Lot of improvement ... I was raised in a one-room 
school house . . . lot's of times we've wanted to take the children 
back to such a system . . . Only thing I'd worry about is that the 
classes wouldn't be continued next year. The children would los« 
what they had gained."

Mrs. William Addinpton, 3526 Madison court (girl, 3rd grade; 
boy, 5th grade): "The girl is a born 'helper-outer' she loves to 
help out in the lower grades . . . Haven't noticed too much 
change in the boy . . . Possible weakness children might not 
get as much individual attention in some special fields."

Mrs. Bruoe Richardson, 8310 Dalemead (boy, 5th grade; girl
(Turn to Page 19)

Jaycees Seek 
Outstanding 
Young Man

Mayor Albert Isen has pro 
claimed January 14-21, 1956, as 
"Junior Chamber of Commerce" 
week in Torrance, and asked 
local organi/.atioris to co-oper 
ate in the observance.

He said the purpose of the 
week is to focus attention on 
young men and the work they 
are doing.

Harry L. Klinger, jr.. local 
Jaycee ehairman, said that a 
highlight of the week's events 
will be the presentation of a 
distinguished service award key 
and plaque to Torrance's out 
standing young man who has 
made an outstanding contribu 
tion to our community.

During the Jaycee week ob 
servance here, the U. S. Junior 
lhamber of Commerce will rec 

ognize the Ten Outstanding 
Young Men of America for 1955, 
at a banquet in Springfield, 
Illinois. A past winner of this 
award, Richard Nixon, vice- 
president of the United States, 

ill join with Hugh F. Me- 
Kenna, U. S. Jaycee president, 
n making the presentations.

The National Jaycee organiza 
tion has been organized since 
January 21, 1920, as the result 
>f one Henry Geissenbier who 

saw a need for a young man's 
civic group and organized the 
first chapter in St. Louis, Mis 
souri, in 1915.

Built on the solid foundation 
of creating opportunities for 
eadership training through 

community betterment projects, 
he Jaycees t o d a y, 200,000 
itrong, are active in 2,900, com 
munities in the United States 
and are organized in 60 conn- 
ries through -Junior Chamber 
nternational.
Anyone interested in nominat- 

ng the young man of their 
hoice may do so by filling out 

a nomination blank. Blanks 
may be obtained at the Chamber 

f Commerce building, 1345 El 
rado, Torrance.

"rash And Rubbish
Burning hours in Torrance 

ire between 6 and 10 in the 
morning. It is illegal to burn 

avc;s and rubbish in incinera-
ors. Rubbish is picked up reg 

ularly by city crews or it may
e taken to the city dump on 

Wadrona north of Torrance 
blvd. No fee is charged Tor-
ance residents.
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2-PC. SPINNING RODS
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Wrapped wifh Tube
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SUPER SPECIAL
7 Light Tree Lights. 

Independent Burning. American Made.
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Fishing Rods

Popular Spinning Rods

Croquet

Badmitten

Baseball

Footballs

SUNBEAM APPLIANCES
TOYS

MELODIE BELLS

MELODIE BELLS 4"
Reg. 4.95, NOW  A..............

POGO STICKS 5
\A/:J_ c^l.-i:^_ ^trWide Selection

40
Up

GAMES
SKIP-A-CROSS t '. $1.98 
COOTIE ......................................... 1.98
ELECTRIC GAMES ......___ .98

NEVADA,
Roulette - Craps   Poker   21 .....

395

PEPPER MILL
with SALT SHAKER

CHERRY

WOOD 88
2 STORES TO SERVE YOU

A N Z A 
HARDWARE

TRIANGLE 
HARDWARE

L

2441 190th ST.
REDONDO BEACH

FRontier 9-8987

5 Blocks
West of

Hawthorn*

403 Pac. Coast Hwy.
HERMOSA BEACH

FRontier 2-2414

Sleigh Loads of Toys for Santa's Helpers .. 
Exhibition of Train Sets - Work-It-Yourself 
Displays ... HURRY! SQUIRE STYLE SHOP

ELECTRIC 
MAGNETIC CRANE

14.95

ERECTOR SETS
With Motor, 44 
f rom................. I *I. RADIO STATION

6.95

COUNTRY DOCTOR

3.00
WALL PHONE

1.79

HANDIPHONE

4.98

HUNDREDS OF GAMES
EVERY TYPE FOR EVERY AGE

From

Squire Style Shoppe
"WE GIVE S&H GREEN STAMPS, JUST ASK FOR THEM"

1313 SARTORI AVE. TORRANCE


