
'HE'S BIGAMIST!' CHARGES NORTH
TORRANCE WIFE NO. 1

A bigamy complaint was filed this week by a young Torrance 
woman who found her husband remarried after she returned from 
a three-week trip to Dayton, Ohio, to see her parents.

When Mrs. Cornelia Groh, 30, came back from her trip East, 
»he discovered that her husband, C. Gerald Groh, 30, of 16732 Cren- 
shaw blvd., had married a Hawaiian girl, Alberta Veronica Sallee, 
about 25 years old.

Files Complaint
Wife No. 1 sought out Det. Sgt. Percy Bennett of the Tor- 

ranee Police Department, filing a bigamy complaint against her hus 
band yesterday. Court learning of the matter has been set for 
next week.

While Mrs. Cornelia Groh maintained she went back East 
Bimply for a visit, hubby claims that his wife left on her own ac

cord and that she wanted a divorce.
Thinking that she had probably obtained a divorce, Groh 

told Sgt. Bennett, he up and remarried, only to be faced with a 
rather embarrassing situation as wife No. 1 dropped in on him 
eight days after he said, "I Do's" with Mips Sallee.

Married 4 Years
Groh and his first wife have been married four yea'rs. They 

came to Torrance in January of this year.
Groh, a machinist at Torrance Douglas aircraft plant, met 

, his second wife at the firm where they are both employed.
Mrs. Groh No. 2 Is anxious to keep her troubled hubby and 

hopes that the matter can be stiaightened out. But Mrs. Groh No. 
J thinks she has some prior claims. ,

The matter is now up to the judge.
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Good-Bye LA.! Smog-Stricken 
family Moves To Torrance

YOUNG MOTHER OF 4
SHOT THROUGH HEAD 
BY CRAZED HUSBAND

Terror stalked a Torrance 
home Monday morning 
when a father of four shot 
his wife through the head 
with a .22 rifle and then 
fought it out with sheriff's 
deputies after first shooting 
and stabbing himself.

In serious condition but hold 
ing his own at the Los Angeles 
County Hospital jail ward is 
Fermin B. Pagaling. 48, of 
451'2 East 213th street, accord 
ing, to the attending physician. 

"Fantastic"
Despite the fact that Pagaling 

allowed his wife, Frances, 22, 
to lie wounded ror three hours 
before help was summoned, she 
was in "excellent" condition at 
Harbor General hospital Tues 
day. "There are no abnormal 
findings . . . just two little holes 
where the bullet passed. It's 
fantastic!" the attending physi 
cian stated.

Pagaling, who returned from

San Diego around 5 a.m. Mon 
day, apparently shot his wife 
while she and the children were 
still asleep.

He then sat and waited for 
her to die, deputies said.

"Mama Wants To Sleep" 
At around 8 in the morning 

he took the children outside 
telling them, "Come on, kids, 
Mama wants to sleep." The 
children are Bobby, 4 months. 
Ginger, 1, Marcellina. 3. and 
Fermin 4.

While tile berserk man look 
the children to the home of a 
relative a block away. Mrs. 
Pag-aling stumbled next door, 
telling Mrs. Anna Bertsch- 
Inger, "Call the officers. He 
shot me."

As Deputy H. E. Springett 
arrived, he saw Pagaling get 
ting into his car. Pagaling 
fired a series of bullets which 
struck the Bertschinger home. 

Springer fired back, driving 
(Continued on Page 2)

FERMIN PAGALINS 
... goes berserk

Can't Stand
JtAny
1 :nger In LA.

Thig is it! We've had 
It!" Fran and Roger Cade 
of Los Angeles exclaimed 
this week as they made 
plans to move to Torrance 
to escape the Bmog which

C* uey claim has become un- 
arable.
"Oui»"fcids are going around 

aM day iubbing their eye* and 
my wi/e ha* been suffering: ter 
ribly from the smog," Cadr
 aid.

The Cades have alrrad.v 
bought a 'home at 3315 W. 180th 
st. and will move in the first 
week in November after having 
lived in Los Angeles five years. 
f The smog, however, was nev 
er as bad as it wan in recent 
weeks, Cade said.

The Cades, who live at 185 3. 
Oxford, have two children,

Jortnnle, 4, and "P.J.," 2.
Cade, an insurance salesman, 

had some ideas in regard to 
present attempts to cope with 
the smog menace.

"Home Solution"
"I'm not a smog expert," 'he

wild, "but I thing it would help
if the city were to crack down
*»n car* the real 'smokers' that 
]m. Getting rid of incinerators 
\vould also be better all around. 
]t would be a. .step in the direc 
tion of Progress. As far ax 
Knight'i request was <  <  «* M 
io shut down the i 
that, I think, was pmmrrtny 
motivated in part. But every 
jygle should be explored. It wilJ 
^ike time, but I'm sure we can 
arrive at some solution."

The Whole family feels quite 
happy about moving to Tor 
rance. Recent studies showed 
that of all areas in the vicinity 

(Continued on Page 4)

Mother Saves 
Polio Victim 
From Fire

A 10-year-old polio victim 
was saved this week by her 
mother when their home 
caug-ht on fire as a result of 
a little boy playing with 
matches.

Mrs. 1>, R. Sturgess of 3207
W. 227th st, told investigators

i iday that she was watering
c lawn when ah« suddenly

^ i smoke.
, hough the children were. 

ftiippoHcd to he taking a nap, 
Mrs. .Sturg-es* wuwuccted trou 
ble and raced Into the hotiNe. 

I''our-year-old Butch cam* 
running out of the bedroom 
where flames were eating 
away at the bedding.

Mrs. Sturgess yelled for 
Butch and Danette, his sister, 
to go outside.

Then the mother ran into Jo- 
(Con tinned on Pajpe 2)

SOME DEFINITE IDEAS ABOUT SMOG . . .
Not able to stand the unbearable smog condi 
tions in Los Angelas any longer, Mr. and Mrs.

Phnln
Roger Cade and their two sons, "P. J.," 2, and 
Johnnie 4, are packing their bags and moving 
to Torrance the first week in November.

Green Wins Good Neighbor 
Award Helping Alcoholics

Harry T. Green of 1314 Beech ave., who fougrht a 
battle with alcohol and won and who has dedicated him 
self to rehabilitating alcoholics, was chosen for the an 
nual YMCA Good Neighbor award Saturday.

"Knowing from personal ex-'*- 
perience the sorrow, degrada 
tion and hardships that come to 
those HO addicted," the nomi
nating letter road, Green now

GOOD NEIGHBOR TROPHY . . . Harry Green (left) was qiven 
the Good Neighbor award for this yaar at the annual YMCA 
Good Neighbor breakfast held Saturday. Making the award 
is Sam Levy. __________________

devotes Til* time "toward the as 
sistance of those who his fel 
low* who are also addicted."

Green wa* recommended for 
the award by Sgt. Bill Evans of 
the Torrance Police Depart 
ment.

Also mentioned in the Iptter 
and receiving honorary mention 
for her unselfish assistance was 
Mrs. Green.

The trophy was presented by 
Sam Levy, chairman of fhe 
Good Neighbor awards commit 
tee. '

More than 000 people attend 
ed Saturday's fund-raising 
breakfast, according to Eddie 

(Continued on Pagtt '!)

Here they are again some 
more winners in the Oscar 
Maples football contest spon 
sored by the local Ford dealer.

Contest rules may be found 
on page 26.

First, second, and third place 
winners receiving $20, $10. and 
$5 In merchandise pri/.cs last 
week were: Averil Mahoney, 
5604 Sunnyvlew; O. H. Now- 
bert, 1062 dreenhedge St..: Sam 
A. Martin. 1827 Gramercy.

Winning free lube Jobs,were: 
J. C. Barry, Warner Spurrier, 
C. E. James.

IT'S AS 
SIMPLE AS 
AN AD

You don't have to tt*e baby 
talk when you want to sell a 
baby bathinette or anything 
else, for that matter.

All you've got to do it tell 
'em the facts ... clearly, simply,

That's what Mrs. D. Augliera 
of 1751 West 242nd place Lo- 
mita did when she placed the 
following ad In the Torrance 
Prov« ..inccifVpd section:

 .14H1K

pad ft 1tn«r. Very 
DA. 8-.H262 

Av*., Lomlta

She sold her bathinette in 
stantly.

Torrance Press classified re 
sults come as easily as a baby's 

try it, and see. Call

Mortuary - - 
Here We 
Go Again!

Never-say-die foes of the 
proposed Halverson mortu 
ary in Torrance reopened 
the whole issue once more 
despite the fact that it was 
seemingly settled by noth 
ing less than a Superior 
Court ruling recently.

Not satisfied with Judge 
Arnold Praeger's decision favor 
ing a. variance granted by the 
City Council, Earl P. Miller, 
through his attorney Jack 
Stearns, announced this week 
that he will appeal the judge's 
decision within 30 days "on the 
basis that he (Praeger) made 
errors in law In rendering his 
opinion."

Kicked Around
Foe* of the mortuary to be 

located opposit e Torrance's 
only other mortuary at the cor 
ner of Cravens and Engracia 
had been instrumental in hav 
ing the mortuary mat tot* held 
up for months Ihrougli all sorts 
ot legal kinks before the City 
Council finally approved the 
variance 4 to 1.

Councilman Albert Isen voted 
against the mortuary.

After the matter is appealed 
now It will be a matter of about 

(Continued on Pag* t)

COUNCIL 
BRIEFS

CRENSHAW BLVD. REZON 
ING: Considering the rezoning 
of Crenshaw boulevard commer 
cially from Domingue/. to Car 
son is to receive priority on the 
Planning Commission agenda, 
according to action taken by 
the City Council Tuesday.

DIAGONAL PARKING: John 
M. Wren protested diagonal 
parking on Crenshaw boulevard 
between 172nd and 174th streets. 
His request for parallel park 
ing was referred to the Traffic 
Commission for study.

SMOG AND INCINERA- 
TORS: Torrance is not affected 
by the proposed incinerator ban, 
Councilman Isen stated, since 
the city already provides for 
free rubbish collection service. 
It's there for residents to use.

SCHOOL CROSSING 
GUARDS: Crossing guards 
were given a raise from $1.20 
to $1.50 an hour. Upon recom- 

(Con tinned on Pave t)

Boyt 3, Dies, 15 Hurt In 
Week-End Traffic Accidents

Numerous traffic accidents resulting- in one death 
and at least fifteen injuries made this last week end on* 
of the worst and grimmest that Torrance has had for 
some time, according to Chief Willard Haslam.

FA. 8-2345.

WE URGE A TES' VOTE 
FOR CECIL R. KING

The Publishers of the Tor 
rance Press wholeheartedly en 
dorse Cecil R. King, incumbent 
congressman for the 17th Dis 
trict.

After careful analysis we are 
of the opinion that Congress 
man Cecil R. King has served 
this area with outstanding rep 
resentation.

His excellent record and sen 
iority on important committees 
merit your vote of support. 

W. R. 7nppas 
M. i '   MM

City Council Awards 
Parking Meter

Parking meters for downtown Torrance are only 45 
days away at the most as a result of action taken by the 
City Council Tuesday nijfht. Bids for about 400 parking 
meter* were awarded to the Duncan Parkins; Meter Corp-

 * oration for their Mingle headed

LATE 
NEWS

automatic meters.
A committee of engineers ap 

pointed to study the merits of 
various types of parking meters 
liked these best because of 
their simplicity, appearance,

,,,.',. ̂  AW u i i and efficiency of operation. CHM.Kh ,: AbunirhrckBUM
amounting to $.'10.73 drawn on 
the Security First National 
Bank, Huntington Park branch,

Paint Store. Merchants are 
warned against accepting slmi- 
lar checks signed by M. J. 
Olson. Olson Is described as 
53 years old. 5 ft. 9 inches, 190 
pounds, balding brown .hair. 
Del. Sgt. Percy Bonnet t of the 

((on tinned on Paj;e 4)

like howl-like Ninoking 
found in many offi<*»«. No 
turning or twisting is re 
quired when the coin* are 
dropped Into the machine. 
Tho coin slot IN MUiiulta-ncoiiK- 
ly a push button which when 
prenned, set* the nieter auto 
matically.

slstcntly -1 to 1 in favor of the 
(Continued on Page 2)

Mom of 2
Commits
Suicide

Apparently despondent over 
a pending divorce, a mother of 
two children committed suicide 
by means of carbon monoxide 
sometime between Saturday 
night and Sunday morning, ac 
cording to Lt. Gregory of the 
Lennox sheriffs.

Dead is Mrs. Mary E. Rich 
ards. 40. of 26f>57 East Valley 
Road, Rolling Hills.

In a suicide note addressed 
to her husband, John Richards 
of Hermosa, Mrs. Richards told 
him that she loved him and 
asked that he take care of their 
children, Mary Ellen. 11. and 
Jay, 7.

The divorce was 
November 7.

The woman was found in her 
jgarage by William J. Lewis a 
relative from Lawndale.

Big Shopping 
Center To Be 
Built Here

Construction of »he multi- 
million dollar shopping center 
proposed on a site near the in 
tersection of Hawthorne and 
Redondo Beach boulevard* is 
to start around January 1. ac 
cording to company represen

A three-year-old boy, Vernon 
Ray Johnson of Los Angeles, 
was killed early Sunday morn 
ing when he was flung from a 
car driven by his father, Ed» 
mund .lohnson. 24. Johnson 
was not familiar with Haw 
thorne avenue near 190th street, 
according to police, and failed 
to negotiate the curve in the 
road. Johnson told police that 
the car continued over the dirt

where it roared over a dirt em 
bankment and overturned. 

Others Hurl
Three other passengers suf 

fered major injuries Including 
Johnson. Miss Peggy Engle, 18, 
Los Angeles, and James Horse, 
Jr., a marine stationed at Camp 
Pendleton. Miss Theodora 
Harakuku of Los Angeles and 
Mrs. Johnson were cut and 
bruised.

The ear was a total k>M.
Cabrillo and Sepulveda be-

tatives.
This information was re 

vealed to the Redondo Beach 
City Council by City Manager 
Francis Hopkins who conferred 
with representatives of the 
project.

Hopkins told councilmen that 
the plan drawn up by Quincy 
Jones'Frederick Emmons-Victor 

* (Continued on Pag* 8)

ilision and numerous injuries 
be final when one car rammed into the 

rear of another car which had 
come to a halt at a boulevard 
stop.

A car carrying; Mr. and 
Mrs. Loren Hunt and their 
three children, all of Mira 
Lorn a. rammed into a car 
driven by Kenneth SehmlHer, 
34, of RA04 Sunnyside drive, 
according to police reports. 
The Hunts all suffered severe 

lacerations and contusions. 
Schmiller. as well as his pas 
senger. Miss Diane Anderson. 
20. of 2118 Cabrillo avenue, also 
suffered injuries.

AH were taken *o Marbor 
General Hospital.

More week end injuries were 
chalked up Sunday afternoon 
in an accident at 174th street 
and Gramercy place involving 
Charles Jaten, 75. and Mrs. 
(Emilie) Jaten, 76. of Long 
Beach, in one car. Diane Ray 
mond. 19. of Westwood. was a 
passenger in a car driven by 
Edward Murdock. 21. of Venice. 

All were taken to Park Emer 
gency Hospital, according to 
Highway Patrol.

Boy. 6, Hurl
Suffering head injuries in a 

(Continued on Page 4)

Two Local Battles To Be 
Decided At Polls Tuesday

A total of 19,222 Torrance residents are registered to vote this coming: Tues 
day, November 2, with two local political battles taking1 the limelight.

One Congressional seat is at stake, with Congressman Cecil R. King (D) of the
Seventeenth Congressional
trict seeking- reflection to thej minority f] oor leader of the
office which he has held since
1942.

Challenging King Is Robert 
Finch (R) an Inglewood attor 
ney who has been active in Re 
publican ranks for some time. 
He was formerly executive sec 
retary to Mayor Norris Poul- 
son of Los Angeles when the 
latter served in Congress.

Also seeking reflection is 
Vincent Thomas (D) who holds 
a seat In the California Assem 
bly. Thomas, of the Sixty- 
eighth District which includes 
Torrance, is opposed by Repub 
lican John Willd.

Willd is a
practicing attorney in Torrance. 
associated with the firm of 
Willd and WooTlcy.

Running unopposed in this 
election for the post of Los An 
geles County Supervisor is Bur 
ton W. Chace. Chace repre 
sents the fourth district, which 
Includes Torrance.

Other Offices at Stake
Other offices and issues at 

stake include those of governor, 
Ifrutenant governor, secretary 
of state, controller, attorney 
general, board of equnli/ation.

Assemblyman Thomas is thej United States Senate, and sev

eral propositions.
Of the 19.222 registered 

voters in Torrance. 11.470 are 
registered Democrats; 6956 Re 
publicans; 686 non-partisans: 13 
Independents; 14 Prohibition 
ists; and 83 miscellaneous, ac 
cording to A. H. Bartlett. city 
clerk.

At the time of the primary 
election, the registration atood 
at 17.072.

There will be Sixty-eight pre 
cincts in which to vote. Three
are 
the

split 
total

precincts bringing 
to 71. Anyone in

doubt about which poll to 
go to may call tne City Hall 
for information <KA. 8-5310).

.SE&sYOU AT THE POLLS, TUESDAY, NOV. 2
si OK mi
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