
'MISS RHEINGOLD?

LUCITA DECKEBACH 
PERFECT FIGURE: 35" - 25" - 35"

LOCAL GIRL CHOSEN FOR 
'MISS RHEINGOLD' CONTEST

Beautiful and talented Lucita Deckebach, 18, of 22522 
S. Catskill ave. was picked from the Torrance area this 
week to try for top honors in the national "Miss Rhein- 
gold" beauty contest.

Lucita is being sponsored by 
the Lewis Carter School of 
Charm and Modeling in Holly 
wood. The Carter School, which
was looking tpr a local candi 
date, chose Lucita from among 

girls who sought the

Reception
Luelta attended -the first 

qualifying reception held by 
the Rheingold company in the 
Chrystal Room of the Beverly 
Hills Hotel all-day Tuesday. She 
appeared before fifteen profes 
sional judges together with 
about 1000 other girls who are 
seeking -the "Miss Kheingold" 

flit Ic.
All but five girls will be 

eliminated within the next
week. These five will vie for
the top spot. If Lucita is

(Continued on Page 8)

Gov. Knight 
Headquarters 
Opens Here

The campaign for the election 
of Governor Goodwin J. Knight 
was launched within the Tor- 
ranoe area by the appointment 
of Donald Armstrong, Atty. as 
Torrance committee chairman.

Plans are being made now for 
the governor's appearance in 
Torrance shortly, it was an 
nounced.

The Knight headquarters, 
Torrance National Bank build 
ing, 1329 Sartori, will be open

' (Continued on Page 8)

Mrs. 
Clinkenbeaifl

AMERICA TO A GERMAN 
WAR-BRIDE

By MRS. TRUDY CLINKENBEARD, Guest Editor
(In ord»r fo »jr our rlvlr- n''' p 'l*. tli<- T<>rrntic<> I'r'-n* i* running * 

»»rl<»» of wf-fkly   flitorlni:' " uti-.n \,y pcuplf. i,t Hi* rommmilly. F.flltorifilH 
m«v he fuihrnitf'-'l f»y "' ' marmar.riptu b'-conip th*> prftpffrty of thn 
Torrano*1 I'rfff. Wr- w '   ' on any min.Jfrt. rontrovprxlal r>r other 
wise. Editorial* do not j*'  -,. n>.y reflect thf- opinion* of th*. publlMhTfl.)

After a two *year struggle to obtain my 
Exit Permit from the French Authorities in 
Germany, it was like a dream when I set foot 
on American soil. From then on it was just 
like a fairytale. After the years of semi-starva 
tion during and after World War II. I was 
amazed at the great abundance of food and 
clothing.

My first chance to learn a little about the 
American government came during the 1948 

elections ju*t. a few months after my arrival. I listened to both 
sides and I was amazed at the candidates' criticizing each other 
openly on the rafiio.

I was a little confused as to what to believe. People talking 
about the government and politics to their friends out in the open 
was something entirely new to me.

Since I only vaguely remember one Herman election in 1933, 
It was a surprise to me that the American people have the right 
to vote every four years for President.

It was more astounding to find out that the people not only 
put into office the man they want, but that they also have a right 
to voice their opinions In their own/city government, as to whom 
they want in office and how to spend their money.

There was more amazement In store for me after the 
elections. The Democrats won that year and the Republicans 
did not have to hide their feelings or turn Democrats to keep 
heir jobs and their friends.

I saw my father once proud that he voted for Hiller and 
a lew years later so ashamed, but it was too late to correct his 

(Continued on Page 8)

'WHITE-WASH' CHARGED I 
UILDING INVESTIGATION
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Inspectors Fighting 
For Reinstatement

'HUSH-UP' CHARGED 
BY CITY ATTORNEY

The city council this week asked for the reopening of 
a case involving alleged building1 violations in a North Tor 
rance tract. With the previous city investigation described 
as a "whitewash" by City Attorney James M. Hall, the city 
council called for an immediate state investigation.

Motion to reopen the invest!-^ 
gat ion of tracts constructed by 
the Watt Development company 
was made by Councilman Willys 
G. Blount, seconded by Council 
man Albert. Isen, and 'unani 
mously approved by the rest of 
the city council.

Homes originally involved 
are those located in the follow 
ing three tracts: 176th street 
from Prairie east to Ainsworth;
170th and 171st street, from Cor- 
dary east three blocks; and 
171st street from Casmir east 
about one block.

Residents in these tracts were 
the first to protest alleged build 
ing violations before the city 
council in November of last 
year. Following their com 
plaints other homeowners in 
other sections of the icty con 
fronted the council with their 
grievances. This resulted fn 
the eventual state investigation 
of the many complaints and the 
complete shake-up of the city's 
building department. 

Whitewash
The original investigation of 

the Watt tract was made under 
the direction of Building In 
spector Jame*s S. Dresser. At 
that time the tract, was given 
a clean bill of health. Dresser, 
since then, has been fired by 

(Continued on Page 8)

Chucky Smith 
Drive Nets 
Over $2000
the family of Chucky Smith 
who has been Incurably stricken 
with cancer has netted over 
$2000. A check In that amount 
will be turned over to the 
family some time this week.

The announcement was made 
by Jim Whitmer of the Wal 
teria Businessmen's association 
and Chief Willard Haslam and 
Sgt. John Maeclri of the Tor' 
ranee police department who 
organized the joint fund-raising 
campaign.

It was estimated that the final 
figure will be close to $2400.

To Pay
The drive to raise money for 

the Smith's of 3514 Cricklewood 
was started spontaneously by 
various groups upon reading of 
little Chucky's fate several 
weeks ago. The Smith's had 
plunged heavily into debt as

(Continued on Page &)

ARMED FORCES DAY

Naval Supply Depot Plans 
Open House This Saturday

Plans were set this week for open house to celebrate ARMED 
FORCES DAY, to be held at the Torrancp annex of the Naval 
Supply Depot, on Saturday, May 15. The gates of the annex, at 
Plaza Del Amo and Arlington, will be open to the public from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m.

unity to tour the giant store 
houses and refrigerated boxes 
from which flow the fresh and 
Iry provisions supplied daily 
o Navy ships and shore sta- 
ions of the harbor area. In 

addition, many informative ex 
hibits and displays will be pre 
sented.

Of special Interest to children 
will be hourly visits of a heli 
copter from the Marine Air 
Group (HR) 36, Marine Corps 
Facility, Santa Ana. This heli- 
opter is of the type used in 

amphibious landings to trans 
port troops and equipment, 
usually from a carrier.

Demonstrations of the latest 
n fire-fighting equipment, and 

rides on the Torrance Storage

Patient Finds 

Nurse Through 

Classified Ad
The classified page is a ter 

rific match maker.
It always brings people to 

gether who benefit from each 
other.

Mrs. C. C. Shocklcy of 4129 
W. 147th street was looking for 
a practical nurse. She placed 
the following ad in the Torrance 
Press classified section:

HELP WANTED-Main or Fe- 
main. Practical nur«p. room 
nn<\ tmarrt, plus nalary. 5% 
flay* a week. Ofl fi-7977

On Thursday morning, the pa 
tient had found a nurse and the 
nurse a patient. Every success 
ful Torranre Press classified ad 
tells a similar story- and there 
are hundreds of successful Tor 
rance Press classified ads every 
week!

•Area locomotive have also been 
announced. The California 
National Guard will present a 
display of mechanized pieces — 
and the Torrance High School 
Band has volunteered to furnish 
music for the open house.

Transportation to all areas of 
the annex, Including its fire 
station, salvage yard, garage 
and machine shop, carpenter 
shop and drum storage area, 
will be provided in the form of 
elephant trains.

A short, movie Is scheduled 
for showing once each hour for
the enjoyment of the public.

A WORTHWHILE CONTRIBUTION: North Torrance teen- 
/»qer$ will have a juke box to dance to at the Me Master park 
CIMO hou** from now on. The juke box was donated to the group 
by Councilman Nick Drale and Al ^ianni. Gianni's just about 
to play his favorite song.

Teen-Center Presented With 
Juke Box By Gianni, Drale

Al Gianni of North Torrance and Mayor Nick Drale this 
week donated a juke box to the McMaster Park teen-age center 
for the benefit of the teen-agers in North Torrance. 
————————————————————4* When they heard

ATTORNEY CHALLENGES 
COUNCIL'S AUTHORITY

The city council's firing- of two Torrance building; in 
spectors was called illegal this week by their attorney John 
McCall. Petitions for their reinstatement were received 
by the council but action on the matter was postponed ———————————;————® until the next meeting'.

Call Exam 
For Ass't 
Chief Post

A civil service examination 
for the post of assistant chief

Walterians 
Seat New 
Officers

Virgil Hancock (*ook over the 
leadership of the Walteria busi 
nessmen's association when he 
was installed into office at a 
dinner-meeting of the group 
last Thursday.

Hancock received the official 
gavel of office from Loring 
B i g e 1 o w, outgoing president, 
who presided over the meeting.

Installed in office with Han 
cock were Jack Brown, vice- 
president; Frank Fischcr, sec 
retary; Don Whann, treasurer; 
and Tom Jones, George Olding, 
and Loving Bigelow, members 
of the board.

Tbe club voted $50 of its 
funds to aid the family of 
Chuckle Smith, who is stricken 
with cancer described as incur
able.

NEWLY INSTALLED . . . Loring Biqelow (left) hand*'the sj^bol 
of office to Virgil Hancock who assumed the duties of president 
of the Walteria Businessmen's club at an installation-dinner held 
last Thursday evening.

•Jr

that the 
Nor teens (a teen-age group) 
were trying to raise $75 for a 
juke box by means of a cake- 
sale, Drale and Gianni went 
ahead and bought the equip 
ment for the benefit of the 
center.

Gianni has been instrumental 
in assisting in many North 
Torrance activities. Both Drale 
and Gianni were the original 
sponsors of the North Torrance 
Improvement Association.

The two men plan to provide 
the center with shuffleboard 
equipment. They are also spon 
soring one of the teams in the 
Babe Ruth National League now 
organizing here. The team of 
boys will be known as the Drale 
Angels. /

COUNCIL 
BRIEFS

FIREWORKS:
An urgency fireworks ordi 

nance was passed by the city 
council this week which left all 
parties involved satisfied on 
most of the important points. 
Amonjr the provisions are a 
$300 license fee per stand; maxi 
mum ot three licenses per 
group; half the licenses to go 
to veterans' groups; non-profit, 
civic, veterans, or welfare or 
ganizations may qualify; nomi 
nal compensation permitted.
FAULTY HOMES:

Two attorneys gave evidence 
that the contractors they repre 
sent were willing to corifct 
faulty conditions in their tracts, 
rrenshaw Gardens homeowners 
in North Torrance were told 
that faults determined by a 
state investigator would be cor 
rected. This would apply to all 
problems outside of founda 
tions, which matter was left 
open. Cottage Grove Proper 
ties also made the first over 
ture to lower drive-ways in the 
homes at Highway 101 and 
Crenshaw Blvd. The question 
as to the number of drive-ways 
involved has not been settled 
yet.

of police was called for this 
week by the city council.

This move came following 
Police Chief Wlllard Haslam's 
unwillingness to make a tern- 
patary appointment without the 
proper civil service procedure.

Haslam, who recommended 
the names of Dt-t. Capt. Ernie 
Ashton and Det. Sgt. Percy 
Bennett to the coiuieil, refrained 
from naming either man be 
cause he did not consider the 
filling of the post an emer- 
tj< ncy."

It was explained that only in 
a case of emergency can a 
temporary appointment be 
made waiving the civil service 
examination procedure.

Councilman Albert Isen 
moved that Sgt. Bennett be ap 
pointed to the post temporarily 
and an examination be called.

City Manager George Stevens 
explained that all appointments 
but the top department posts 
must be made by the heac"s of 
the various departments Ap 
pointments are then approved 
by t'.ie city manager and the 
council. Only department 
heads are appointed directly by 
the city manager and the 
council.

Haslam stated that civil serv 
ice does not like to hold exams 
for which only two people 
qualify. He believes that rules 
for this particular examination 
will be drawn up in such a way 
that police officers douti to and 
including the rank of sergeant 
may qualify.

The petitions call for rein- ( 
statement of Building Inspector I 
James S. Dresses and his as- j 
sistant, Cecil W. Smith who , 
were fired by the city council . 
two week ago. At that time 
the council overruled a civil , 
service board recommendation 
to reinstate the two men follow 
ing a short suspension period. 

Interpretation '
McCall is basing his appeal 

on behalf of the two employees 
on his interpretation of the
city's civil service 
The ordinance, he

ordinance, 
maintains.

makes the board's decision final 
in any matter concerning a civil 
employee hired or appointed by 
a department head or the cRy 
manager.

Dresser and Smith were ap 
pointed to their positions by 
City Manager George Stevens. 
The council, therefore, cannot 
override the 
civil service

decision of the 
board, McCall •

maintains.
City's Position

The city council's firing of 
the two inspectors was based 
on a provision in the city 
charter which states that In 
dividuals in appointive offices 
may be dismissed upon the rec 
ommendation of the city mana- 

(Continued on Page 9)

Demos Plan 
Breakfast 
For Thomas

Torrance Democrats will 
honor Representative Vincent 
Thomas with a breakfast to be 
giveji Sunday, May 23 at 10 a.m. 
The affair will be held at the 
Moose Hall, 1744 W. Carson 
street, Torrance.

Tickets or reservations may 
be obtained by calling Mrs. J. 
Buffalo. FA 8-57.58 or Mrs. C. 
Weber. FA 8-1591.

Anita Aros To Appear At
'Miss Torrance Pageant

Anita Aros. beautiful and brilliant young violinist, will play 
for the third annual "Miss Torrance Beauty Pageant" scheduled 
for the Torrance civic auditorium on Friday night, July 30. Miss 
Aros has made extensive appearances on radio, TV, and motion 
pictures. 

She has appeared cm the Ed'S"———————————————————"~
Sullivan show and Palace the 
ater in New York and has also 
featured at the Shamrock Hotel 
in Houston and the Biltmore 
Bowl in Los Angeles.

At present she is under con 
tract to Spade Coolley and is 
his featured attraction on his 
weekly Saturday night televi 
sion show. She is a gifted pianist 
and Spanish dancer.

"Miss IJnlverso"
Also appearing at the Beauty 

Pageant will bo "Miss Universe 
of 1954s ' wM> is to be selected 
at the Miss Universe Beauty 
Pageant taking place in Long 
Beach during the middle of July. 
Miss Universe of 1954 will assist 
Sandra Constance, "Miss Tor 
rance of 1953-54." in crowning 
the new "Miss Torrance."

Oscar Meinhardt. director of 
the Miss Universe beauty pa 
geant, will he chairman of the 
panel of judges who will select 
the new queen.

Kon I strut ion
The Flamingo Florists, locat 

ed across the street from the 
civics auditorium, will be the ei-

ficial registration headquarters 
for this year's contest.

Photo-Arts studio will again 
be the official photographers 

(Continued on Pas;e 8)
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