
TORttAWCE

TRAriH i; / M»? State official* «i« ny ii 
Thr ( il.v ilm-Mi'i nay anything. Councilman 
Nick Drale looks at the grassland swamp which 
ha« angered homeowners in this North Torrance 
area. It ran he, clearly seen that the, swamp 
Bow covers half of the 174th Street Highway. 
Resident* have met deaf ear* from both public

and pri\ :i.l<* hodjrs The xiihdividers contend it 
i.s not their rosnonsihillt.v. The City blames the 
State. As the buck passes hack and forth, resi 
dents have no way of protecting their children 
against the mosquito-lnsnct-lnfected grassland 
swamp. Press photo.
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Second High 
School to 
Be Studied

School Board Members took 
under advisement this week the 
pressing need for a second high 
school.

According to Dr. J. H. Hull, 
Superintendent of School.

"Torrance High School eifroll- 
ment, grades 9, 10, I], and 12, 
is beginning to show the effect 
of the increase in population. If 
there was no additional increase 
in population, and the children 
now in classes in Torrance 
Schools progress through them, 
the following September enroll 
ments 1951 to 1960 are indicat 
ed:

Sept. 1951   1077
1952   1243
1953   1355 
J954   1510
1955   1594
1956   1739
1957 __ 1915
1958   2030
1959   220,3
1960   2559." .

Hull said, "It takes about two 
j^ears to get a high school plant 
into use and It appears that it is 
now time to begin planning for 
the financing and development of 
a second high school. It is com 
mon practice to begin with 9th 
and 10th grades in a new plant 
and add the llth and 12th on 
2nd and 3rd years, so that by 
1954 if we boffin now, we would 
be able to have the beginning of 
a second high school in opera 
tion. It appears that, these fig 
ures are conservative and that 
the doUed line on the graph will 
b* a more accurate picture of fu 
ture enrollments.

"It is expected that the num 
ber of pupils in the 9th and 10th 
grades from the areas north of 
190th street, will be in the neigh 
borhood of 2f 1 pupi'* m lf)54 fl8 
a minimum estimate based upon 
current, enrollment.. Ptrhaps 300 
will he more nearly the actual 
figure depending upon the ages 
of the children of parents mov 
ing into the district."

At, the present time consider 
ation is being given to the idea 
that September 1954 is the most 
appropriate cnite for beginning 
ihe use of facilities In a second 
high school.

State Gets 
Low Bid on
Freeway

Ix>weftt bidder on t h^Xe e 
downtown bridges which will 
operate the Harbor Freeway 
from 7t.h, Rth and 9th Streets 
was Oberg Brothers Construc 
tion Company, the State, High 
way Engineers Office in Ixis 
Angelr-s disclosed today.

The bid was for f 1,160.090.80 
and needs to be approved by 
Sacramento before it becomes 
official.

Due to a lark of drainage, a 
grassland swamp has been in 
existence in the North Torrance 
area bounded by 174th Street 
and Crenshaw for the past year. 
Although angry homeowners 
have practically been driven out 
of their homes by the swamp 
stench and the jungle that it 
has created, the residents alleged 
this week that they have been 
unable to get. s.ny action from 
the State, City, or the sub- 
dividers of the area.

"We're getting nothing but 
double-talk," one resident of the 
area declared.

The resident was expressing 
the sentiments of a large num 
ber of homoowners in the area. 
Councilman Nick Drale made, a 
tour of Inspection of the area 
but admitted that he could do 
nothing; by himself.

The swampland Is not only 
jeopardizing the North Tor 
rance area but. also neighboring 
districts, residents reported. It 
is mosquito and insect infested.

Prior to the establishment of 
the 174th Street tract, there was 
no swampland In the area, ac 
cording to Paul Harris, assist 
ant maintenance engineer for 
the State of California. How 
ever, February 6, 1950, the Tor 
rance City Council called a 
special ten minute meeting at. 
which time subdividers were 

(Continued on Page Three J

Supervisors 
Continue 
Death Trap

Bixby Slough near Wilmlng- 
ton which has claimed the lives, 
of at least ten children from 
the Torrancft area will continue 
to be a menace to this district.

This week the Board of Su 
pervisors in I>os Angeles turned 
down a proposal to eliminate 
the. Slough by a 4 to 1 vote. 
Supervisor Raymond Darby pre 
sent ed the proposal to the Coun 
ty Legislative Body.

Had It been approved, the Los 
Angeles County Flood Control 
District Would have given fi 
nancial assistance to the tune 
of $100,000 toward an $850,000 
improvement program for the 
Slough area.

Under the Darby proposal, 
the flood district would have 
cooperated with the city of Los 
Angefes In a general program of 
regulating and disposal of flood 
waters pouring into Blxby 
Slough from a 2ft square mile 
drainage area of Oardena Val 
ley and NE slopes of Palos 
Verdes.

In turning the proposition 
down, four supervisors on the 
board contended that the Bixby 
Slough could not be considered 
top flood control priority.

They further pointed out that 
$100,000 would be. twelve and 
one-half to 15 per cent of all 
the flood control money. The 
Supervisors said that since this 
was a police problem rather 
than a flood control problem, 
the money could not be used 
In this manner.

Aldrich Given Blame 
For Western five. Ills

Taxpayers in this area who haven't been too happy 
over the crazy-quilt patching of Western Ave. in 203 
places by the City of LOB Ahgelcs were in for an even 
greater nhock today. 't                 

In an exclusive Interview the 
Torrance Preas learned that if
contracts for paving the year-old 
highway from Pacific Coast 
Highway to 182nd street had 
b*en I«t during the summer in- 
st^ad of the winner, a great deal 
nf the expensive patch-work 
would b* unnecessary. This in 
formation was disclosed by a 
member of the Burean of In- 
apection in Los Angelrs.

The spokesman said: "If con 
tracts had been let In May or 
.Tune, t.he work could have been 
completed before the rainy «ea- 
 on began."

He pointed out that instead the

contracts were let near the win 
ter season.

A further check with Lloyd 
Aldrich, Los Angeles City Engin 
eer, disclosed that contracts for 
the highway' had to be passed 
upon by his department. Aldrich 
admitted that, hi* department 
made the designs for the high 
way, advertised for bids and re 
commended the award.

"But," said Aldrich, "Inspec 
tion falls under Ted Niederhof- 
er's Bureau of Inspection."

Questioned about this, ft 
spokesman for the Bureau of In 
spection said: "If we are given 

(Continued on Page Three)

New High in 
Circulation 
For Press

Circulation of the Torrance 
Press hits an all time high of 
13,500 with this issue.

In order to serve its readers 
and advertisers adequately, this 
increase has become necessary. 
Torrance, North Torrance, South 
Torrance, Lomita snd surround 
ing areas within our coverage 
have been growing by leaps and 
bounds.

As the Press cdntinues to 
grow in circulation, its vigilant 
policy goes on. This newspaper 
believes that, news coverage 
which hits the nerve center of 
a community is essential to a 
growing area. As the Press and 
the community continue to grow 
together, we will at all times be 
forthright, honest and dedicated 
to community service.

Koreo Soldier 
Given Honors
C. I>ooser, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Looser of 317 E. 220th 
St.. Torrance, is serving with a 
heavy mortar company. It i« the 
famed 21st "Gimlet" Infantry 
Regiment of the 24th Infantry 
Division.

Private Looser arrived in 
Korea last" August 17. He was 
awarded the Combat Infantry 
man's Badge, and Korean Cam 
paign Ribbon with one. battle 
star.

Before entering the service
Looser attended 
School.

Banning High
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'PAY-AS-YOU-GO' WATER 
PROGRAM URGED BY DRALE
Told to City Council

O. Z. Drale of North Torrance., father of Councilman Nick 
Drale spoke at Torrance City Council meeting Tuesday night to 
request annexation of Alondro Park to Torrance. He said It must 
he, done diplomatically. He said there Is terrific opposition and 
competition for Alondro Park. &——<————————————————————

He pointed to the benefits Tor 
rance would gain. "El Camino 
College would he a valuable as
set as well a* a prestige builder 
for Torrance," Drale said. "There 
is a 1ft'acre playground, a beau 
tiful golf course. There are. 320 
acres of land improvements in 
the park worth *100,000."

Drale said that sine* Torrance 
had been contemplating the buy 
ing of a swimming pool and play 
ground, the annexation of Alon 
dro would make this unnecessary 
and at. the same time save local 
taxpayers thousands of dollars. 
WHITK SUPPORTS PI,AN

Jack White, president of the 
North Torrance Civic and Im 
provement Association, also 
pleaded with the Council to make 
every effort to annex Alandra 
Park. He admitted that the an 
nexation would probably meet 
strong opposition in one part of 
Torrance but that North Tor 
rance would give the drive Its 
fullest support.

White also told the Council 
that the North Torrance Civic 
and Improvement AsflOtftation 
had passed a resolution request 
ing the Council to take immedi 
ate action toward the annexation 
of AJondro Park.

Mayor Bob Hag-gard in pass 
ing commented that the facili 
ties in Alondro Park are Just as 
free to Torrance residents now 
as they would be if this area was 
annexed. He asked White if this 
wasn't true.

White admitted that. Haggard 
was right but pointed out that 
the annexation would bring more 
valuable taxation areas into Tor 
rance.

Only Three Days Left 
On Television Drawing

Only three days left to register for the beautiful tele 
vision set to be given away this weekend by Lawaon's Jew 
elers, according to A. Robinson, vi«t-president of the firm.

Located at 1317 El Prado avenue, Lawson's is cele 
brating their first anniversary in Torrance this month.
In honor of the event, and 
thanks to the many friends and 
customers Robinson announced 
that the celebration will b« cli 
maxed with the giving away of 
a beautiful television set, winner 
to be. chosen at a drawing held 
at fi p.m. Saturday evening In 
front of the store. "So come on 
down ajid register" said Robin 
son, "There will be no obliga 
tion."

Manager of the store is Marc 
IM. Baron, with Hal Masste in 
charge of watch repair.

Mrs. A. Robinson, in charge of 
the office, is assisted by Nellie 
Lotgering.

Mr. and Mrs. Robinson, who 
reside at 1417 Post avenue, are 
very active in, civic affalrp here. 
Robinson Is a Hfe member of the 
Masonic lodge, a member of the 
Lions Club snd of the Moose 
Lodffe.

Mrs. Robinson is a member of 
the. Women's Club, Business and 
Professional Women's Club, Roy 
al Neighbors, and is also a Lion 
ess.

County to Build 
Sewer Line Here

North Torrance residents to 
day were looking forward to 
Nov. 14 and to be exact 2 p.m. 
of that date at which time bid* 
will be closed on a sewer sys 
tem to be constructed in the vi 
cinity of 170th street and Cren- 
shaw Blvd. Bids will open Nov. 
1, according to the County San 
itation District.

Bike Stolen
Howard Tut tie reports that his 

brand new Higglns bike was 
stolen last. Saturday at 7:30 p.m. 
in an alley between Cabrillo and 
Andreo near Plaza del A mo. Any 
information taadfng to the re 
covery will be appreciated. Call 
Torrance 1188.

Survey Shows 
Water Supply 
Satisfactory

At the regular meeting of the 
Torrance Municipal Water De 
partment, A. E. McVicar, acting 
Water Department Superintend 
ent reported receipt of a sani 
tary survey report from the 
Department of Public Health, 
indicating that the Water mipply 
is satisfactory.

Report Indicated that the sys 
tem was well-operated, the 
bacteriological record good and 
commended the department for 
the improvements which have 
been made in the water system 
and for the mea-sures contem 
plated toward consolidation.

McVicar also requested Au 
thorization to hire Shird D. 
Kelton, Jr., who was formerly 
employed by the Water Depart 
ment and Street Department 
and had ma/le application to the 
Civil Service Board for rein 
statement as a laborer at ft 
salary "of $214 per month, ef 
fective September 18, 1041.

Authorization was also grant 
ed by members of the Torrance 
City Council for the purchase 
of material totaling $7,613.91.

Pauls Chevrolet 
Awarded Bid

Psuls Chevrolet, 1640 Cabrillo 
Ave., Torrance, was awarded the 
contract for the purchase of ft 
21 pasfenger bus to be used in 
the outlying .districts in lieu of 
the heavy 45 passenger busses 
used at the present time.

Bid awarded, amounted to 
$3,951 total price, which Includ 
ed extra* needed, and sales tax.

PARENTS 
DEMAND 
BUSSES

ParentsJ pressure at the Tor 
rance Board of Education Tues 
day night appeared to be respon 
sible for the reestablishment of 
partial bus service in the North 
Torrance and Kettler Knolls 
area.

After sixty parents .appear 
ed at this week's board meeting 
complaining that the welfare of 
youngsters was threatened by 
the elimination of bus service, 
Dr. J. H. Hull, Superintendent of 
Schools released the following 
statement:

"We will try to go ahead in 
the North Torrance area by re 
instating the bus service if too 
many people do not move in. 
When we get a bus which will 
be released by the building of 
the new Rivera School, we may 
b« able to continue it.

".In the Kettler Knolls area, we 
will try to carry all kindergar 
ten children through the third 
grade from boundaries in which 
we transported the children last 
year. We will take all the older 
children off from the area in 
side the mUe and ft half radius.

"A survey will be made to find 
out if this will lighten the load. 
Also we will take home several 
kindergarten children if we can 
get their names and issue them 
tickets so that they can be taken 
across Sepulveda on the way 
home.

"A representative of the 203rd 
Street area was asked to come 
to the Board meeting next Tues 
day to get an answer to the Fern 
Street School problem."

Over 60 residents from the 
Kettler Knolls and North Tor 
rance areas appeared before the 
Board of Education this week to 
complain about the elimination 
of bus service for their elemen 
tary school children.

The Board ran bus service for 
two weeks in these areas and 
then abandoned the lines without 
any notice, according to resi 
dents of the districts.

Complaints by residents were 
that little children In these areas 
had to travel Just short of a mile 
and a half to school through 
heavily traveled roads, croslfrail- 
road tracks, oil sumps and en 
counter flooded areas during the 
rainy season, and down roads 
with no sidewalks.

The parents pointed out to tffe 
Board that many of the children 
were of kindergarten and the 
lower grade age.

Board members said that they 
would take the matter under ad 
visement. The opinion of Board 
members was that there are no 
funds and no busses to keep the 
transportation system going In 
Kettler Knolls and North Tor 
rance, at the present time.

Good Neighbor 
Breakfast is 
Scheduled

The Annual Goofl Neighbor 
Breakfast sponsored by the Tor- 
ranee branch of the YMCA has 
been scheduled for November 
17, between ft a,m. and 2 p.m., 
according to a letter from R. I. 
Plomert Jr., chairman of the 
event, to Torrance City Council 
this week. «

Purpose of the breakfast, ac 
cording to Plomert, is to estab 
lish good neighborllneai among 
the residents and merchant* of 
Torrance, and to further commu 
nity friendship.

The event is open to the pub 
lic, and all proceeds will be used 
toward YMCA activities.

Council Adopts 
Bond Resolution

Despite demand* for a "pay-as-you-go" expansion of the Tor- 
rnnce water system, and In face of marked lack of interest by the 
community, the Council Tuesday night unanimously adopted a 
resolution accepting plans and specifications for the new system, 
and the ordinance Netting January 8, 19S1, as the date for the
election on the $2,000.000 wat- *•>-
er bond issue.

Veteran 
Dies in 
Korea

Among the Korean casualties 
reported by the Department of 
Defense this week was the 
name of Pvt. Osamu Tamura, 
21. He la the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Inayoshi Tamura, 3925 
West 182nd Street. He is sur 
vived by three brothers and four 
sisters.

Tamura. a former student at 
Redondo Union high, had been 
overseas since .Tuly 14. He was 
inducted into the army Feb. 19.

The body of Tamura will be 
returned to this country accord 
ing to an answer to a request 
put in by the parents. Tamura 
was killed Sept. 9.

In addition to his parents he 
leaver two brothers. Kunima 
and Joe, both veterans of World 
War II combat with the 442nd 
division, another brother Sueo 
and four sisters, Terry, Yuki, 
Ami and Nobuko.

Joe Tamura received a Purple 
Heart for wounds suffered in 
World* War II.

McMahan
Enters
Contest

McMahan Furniture store, of 
Torrance, will be one of thou 
sands of appliance dealers par 
ticipating in a nation-wide 
$2,000,000 "American Way of 
Life" Contest. McMahan Fur 
niture store, has announced.

The contest is to be conducted 
by the Crosley Division, Avco 
Manufacturing Corporation, and 
its distributors and dealers 
throughout the country from 
October 1 through December 1, 
1951. It will feature large cash 
and merchandise gifts to indi 
vidual winners, as well as over 
$300,000 in cash to, be given to 
churches and recognized chari 
ties all over the country.

Charles Markland, manager of 
McMahan, described the contest 
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The money will' be needed, it 
is pointed out, to extend Tor 
rance. water system to care for 
present and future growth. Fa 
cilities for reserve water are 
lacking, and new trunk line and 
reservoirs will be provided in 
the bond issue.

The same election will provide 
ior the consolidation of the three 
local municipal water districts 
into one district. They are Mu 
nicipal Improvement District No. 
1, in central, Torrance; Munici 
pal Water District No. 12, in 
Southwest Torrance. and Mu 
nicipal/Water District No. 2, In 
North Torrance.

Although Councilman N i c k 
Drale voted for the resolution, 
he requested answers to several 
questions which he said local 
citizens had been asking him. 
PAY AS YOU GO

"Since the w%Ur department 
made money last year and the 
rates are being raised, why can't 
the increased rate* be used to 
finance a 'pay as you go* op 
eration," Drale asked.

City Manager George Stevens 
replied that the need is present 
now, not ten years from now. 
"We can't build it piecemeal," he 
declared.

Mayor Bob Haggard asked
William Stanger, former water 
superintendent, who was pres 
ent, "Would you make any state 
ment on the water bond issue? 
You know more about the water 
department than anyone else." 
REFUSES COMMENT

Stanger replied: "I'd rather 
not."

Drake asked: "Can't we 
through an increase in rates go 
into different projects and give 
people the benefit on the cost of 
the water rather than giving the 
benefit to the bonding com 
pany?"

Stevens replied: "We couldn't 
get enough money immediately 
to take care of present need. 
While It is true that some work 
could be done in the outlying 
district, It would not add to the 
total system. Besides there will 
be an open hearing where all of 
this will b« discussed.

Walteria Man 
Dies in Korea

According to word - received 
last weekend, Private First Class 
Ralph Breitfeld, 22. son of Fred 
Breitfeld of 24239 Hawthorne 
Blvd., Walteria. died of wounds 
sustained in Korea during com 
bat. He was hurt on Sept. 14 and 
died five days later, it was indi 
cated.

Besides his parents, he is sur 
vived by a sister, Connie. He is a 
graduate of N ft r b o n n e High 
School.

Drale Gets 
Action on 
Oil Dump

Verbal complaints by resi 
dent* of Pacific Hills at the 
Council meeting this wee<k re 
garding the oil sump dump 
proved to be effective. The 

sump dump owned by J. T. Rose- 
man of Long Beach was called 
a hazard to the water supply of 
the area by one homeowner.

Councilman Nick Drale intro 
duced a resolution to find out if 
the sump dump owner had a li 
cense to operate it. The Council 
which in the past has said that 
they could do nothing about the 
dump passed the resolution unan 
imously.

Prior to the motion Mayor Bob 
Haggard said that he could see 
no solution to the prbolem, "We 
've been after the oil men to 
clean up the sumps in Torrance. 
Where will they put the oil?"he 
asked. "Besides, I think there is 
a gate."

City Engineer Jacob Joseph 
had to correct Haggard regard- 
Ing th« gate. "There's no gate," 
said Joseph. "The road is open, 
but the trucks ar« not loaded to
capacity and 
fully."

travel very care-

BtTG RIOT—A four million dollnr rn^ s:«lo offered by Universal 
Furniture Store on Sartorl Av»v. rnnsixl a small riot last Friday 
morning when crowd* gathered before the opening of the store. 
Police officer pictured at the, left kept the group In orderly line 
until tho doors could he opened. Harry Ostor. owner of the store 
reported thai he was completely sold out by Friday evening. Hale 
was exclusively advertlmnl by the Torranc* Press. Pre*foto,

Residents 
Complain 
About Pit

It became evident this week 
that the Veterans Administra 
tion may be the only recourse 
against the operation of the Tor 
rance Sand and Gravel Company 
pits in the rear of Pacific Hills 
homes. An oversight on the part 
of the City Planning Commis 
sion in registering complaints 
from inhabitants of the area on 
the variance, may be the decid 
ing factor.

Angry homeowners from Pa 
cific Hills appeared at the Coun 
cil meeting this week to protest 
the noise from a gravel pit in 
the area. Although several resi 
dents voiced their resentment, 
the Council took no action.

One resident wanted to know 
if a gravel pit is considered light 
or heavy manufacturing. She 
complained that it seemed to

out for the little man by per 
mitting the pit to operate. 

Wm. Cameron of Pacific Hills 
(Continued on Pao* Three}

Brooms for 
Blind Project 
Progressing

"Brooms for the Blind" cam 
paign slated for October 19 are 
progressing satisfactorily to 
Committee members this week.

Sponsored each year by the 
Torrance Lions Chib. brooms are 
bought from blind people with 
proceeds going toward the pur 
chase of glasses for those who 
cannot afford to purchase their 
own.

With the $300 proceeds of last 
year's sale, the Lions purchased 
glasses, for 2? Torrance children 
who needed them and whose par 
ents were unable to buy the 
glasses.

Headed by Dr. R. R. Smith, the 
"Brooms for the Blind" commit 
tee includes Alan Klatzker, Pete 
Radisich. MUt Lsbell, Roy Peter- 
son and Lexus Arb«tter. All 
Lions will participate in the sal« 
as well am the Lioness women.


