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TAX CUT PLEA
'No Cut in 
'CityRate
  This Year

Ignoring the appeal of Coun 
cilman Nlok Drale for a cut of 
10 e*nts per $100 assessed val 
nation In the Torrance, City 
tax rate, the City Council 
Tuesday night formally adopt 
ed the I951-S2 budget of $864,- 
289, and fixed the tax rate, at 
$1.12 per $100, the same, as 

A last year.
^ Appealing for a reduction in 

taxes, such as have been made 
by the County of Los Angeles, 
the City of Los Angeles, The Los 
Angeles School District, Redon- 
do Beach, and other communi- 
tie, Drale declared: < 

"It Is against public policy, 
tf not a possible violation of 
the, law, to continue to carry 
over a large surplus of funds 
unless thny are earmarked fob 

^ certain purposes.
"The general fund surplus 

M of Jane 80, I9S1, was $182,- 
000.

"Thin me-ans that the. gen 
eral fund tax rate, could have 
boon reduce*! last year to the 
extent of 27 c«nt» per $100 
assessed valuation.

"It was my understanding 
that $40,000 of this money had 
been earmarked for purchase, 
of ttusew, but now I am told 
that this fund will come out of 
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Rate Cut Set
The County Board of Super 

visors aet the 19.M-52 tax rate 
Tu«*day at $1.8391 per $100 as 
sessed valuation, a reduction of 
29.8 cents from last year.

In Los Angeles City, cut* In 
the city tax rate, flood control 
and Metropolitan Water District 
ratea brought an ovpral! reduc 
tion Of 84.M cents from the peak 
of |6.n299 of a year ago.
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Public Beer Drinking Law Is Repealed
WAVE OF PROTESTS 
HITS CITY COUNCIL

An ordinance reported exclusively In the Torrnnce Press last 
week allowing the consumption of beer In public parks, mtreets and 
sidewalks In the City of Torrancc upon'permit of the City Man 
ager, was repealed Tuesday night by the, nnanlmoys vole of thr
City Council.

The Jaw, which had been 
adopted by the "ruling four" two 
weeks ago, drew protests from 
many ministers, school and civic 
officials. Opposers of the law said 
that it gave one man dictatorial 
powers to allow or not allow 
beer drinking in public places. 
They also claimed that it would 
create an additional burden on 
the law enforcement agencies of 
the city, that it, was not bene 
ficial for the general welfare of 
the people of Torrance. and that 
it would add to the Juvenile delin 
quency problem. 
PUBLIC HAZARD

In rendering the law void, It 
was stated in the ordinance that 
''the abuse of the privileges 
granted by Ordinance No. 564 
would create a public nuisance 
and hazard to the public, peace, 
safety and general welfare of the. 
citizens of the City of Torrance."

Councilman Nick Drale was 
sole opponent of the ordinance to 
allow drinking beer in .public 
places.

1091 Added School 
Enrollment Expected

An Increased enrollment of 1.091 students over laM year I* 
«Tp«Ct*rl to enroll In schools of the Torrance Dnlfled School Dis 
trict on September 17, opening date of the fall semester, a-crord- 
Inf to Dr. J. H. flull, school superintendent. Total expected enroll 
ment tii 5,410. Enrollment as of the first day of school for the 
    -        '        tfall semester, 1950, was 4319.

ARRAIGNED

Torrance Man 
Charged With 
Manslaughter

Arraigned yesterday on suspi 
cion of manslaughter charges 
wsji Roy O. Loyd, 30, of 17016 
Glenbum avenue, Torrance.

A truck driver, Ix>yd was in 
volved In the spectacular acci 
dent last Thursday at 190th and 
Flgueroa streets in whifh a 
heavily laden gasoline tank- 
truck, an ambulance and two au 
tomobiles were involved. An am 
bulance driver was killed and 
three persons injured In the col- 
llaion.

With results of arraignment 
not available at deadline, traf 
fic division officers reported that 

(Continued on Page 11)

Helping to alleviate the in 
creased load of students enter- 
Ing school this fall Is the open 
ing of three new schools, the 
Crenshaw, El Nido, and Green 
wood avenue schools. It is ex 
pected that these schools will be 
able to accomodate 620 pupils. 
EACH SCHOOL

Number of students expqcted 
to enroll in each of the schools 
to be used this fall by the dis 
trict are as follows: Crenshaw, 
1!W); El Nido, 135; Greenwood, 
335; Seaside, 64«; North Tor 
rance 665; Perry, 425; Fern ave 
nue, 612; Torrance Elementary, 
1015; Walterla, 527, and Tnr- 
rance High School, 900 to 1000.

Dr. Hull added that he hopes 
the added 18 to 20 newly hired 
teachers and two vice principals 
will b« sufficient to accommo 
date the extra load of new stu 
dents for the school year. Aver 
age number of students per 
class is 29 tf) 31,

City Dump 
Fund Set Up 
In Budget

Earmarked In the City Bud 
get adopted by the City Coun 
cil Tuesny night Is a $16,000 
fund to be used for the pur 
chase and installation of a new 
city dump, awordlng to Coun 
cilman Nick Drale.

Councilman I) rale luis he*n 
leading the fight, supported by 
residents of the, Kettler Knolls 
area, to close, the prespnt city 
dump due to Its filth, prox 
imity to homes where, ovpr a 
thousand children live, and dun 
also to the presence of rats, 
mice, other rodents and flics 
which are a menace to the 
health of the community.

A site permanently removed 
from any human habitation 
will be selected, and City Man 
ager <;e*»rge Stevens already 
Is In the. market for the new 
dump.

The old dump will he cleared, 
filled and converted Into a 
recreation, area, It Is said.

Roy Becker 
Ousted as 
School Aide

Roy J. Berker, insurance 
broker and former. president of 
the Board of Education, Mon 
day, August 27, was adjudged 
guilty of misconduct in office 
and summarily removed from 
the board.

Becker represented the Shoe 
string Strip and Lomita as well 
as San Pedro and WllminRt.on 
on the Board of Education. He 
also served Torrance as a rep 
resentative on the Los AngeJes 
Board of Education until 1947 
when a charter was adopted 
here. %

Superior Judge William B. 
Neeley, who had heard the grand 
Jury accusation trial without a 
jury, ruled Becker guilty, re 
moved him from office and de 
clared his Board of Education 
post, vacant. 
.JURY'S ACCUSATION

The grand Jury last May 50 
returned an accusation following 

(Continued on Page 11)

WINS HWI1M AWARD . . . Ernie F,rne*t, 5, 
1937 M ld«l Ipbrook ROH<|, KMtler Knolls, Is 
shown as he receives his »wlm awiml from Paul 
Loranger of the. Kiwanls club at the Torrance 
department of recreation open house held last

Thursday e\ening at the Civic Auditorium. 
Nearly IflO children received the swim awards. 
David Hill, 9, ami Jeftnne Krlsbee. 7, were 
crowned Playgrounds King nnrt Queen at the 
event. Approximately 400 people attended.

 Torrance Press photo

Paid Canvassers Sent Out 
With Water Bond Petitions

Agreeing to the recommendations of former Water Superin 
tendent W. B. Stanger, the City Council has raised the water bond 
Issue program to $2,000,000 to assure sufficient funds to enlarge 
the local water system to care for future groxvth. The original 
figure of $1,500,000 was declared by Stangcr to be Insufficient,

The campaign to get out 
favorable vote on the bonds is 
being launched this week by the 
circulation of petitions by paid 
workers to secure 1000 signatures 
asking for the water bond elec 
tion and also that the three 
water districts in Torrance be 
combined into one.

It is hoped that the election 
can be held November 13.

Under the merger of the three 
districts, North Torrance and 
South Torrance (Walterla) will 
continue to pay off their bonds, 
and it is believed that this can 
be accomplished with a tax rate 
of .20 cents per $100 assessed 
valuation.

The central district rate will 
remain at .25 cents.

The bond issue will be spread 
over the entire city, except Holly 
wood Riviera, It was said and a 
rate of only a few cents wHl be 
necessary to retire them. 
MANASHAW HIRED

Donald Manashaw has been 
employed through the Chamber 
of Commerce to publicize the 
water bond issue, and handed out 
the following statement Tuesday 
night:

"One thousand signatures on 
petitions are now urgently needed 
Tor holding the proposed water 
bond election." George Stevens, 
Torranr-o City Manager, said. 
'We hope we can run the much 
needed election by November 13," 
Stevens pointed out, "and we are 
counting on the people of Tor 

rance to protect their lives, their
(Continued on Page 11)

RIIK|.\KK c;ATIII',KIN«» . . . us«s neni ni me (.HMUHS m » -|.;ij(hrttl and beefsteak feed. In- 
home of Al T.lannl, 2181 IH2nd street, Torrancp, Hurled in the group «re Potentate, Bill Froellch, 
last Thursday evening. Ctlannl (seated center of Junior Past Potentate Fu/.ay Frl/.y.HI, and famed 
vehicle), hosted a group of Al Malulkah Hhrlner motion picture star Monty Blue.
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Freak Drizzles 
Shower Area

Freak August drizzles which 
sprinkled Torrance Tuesday 
and Wednesday brought .08 
Inches of rain here, according 
to fire department records as 
of yesterday morning.

The light sprinkles brought 
this year's rain total to 7.78 
Inches, .70 behind last year's 
rain total for the season. Ijist 
year's total as of June waa 

Inches.

Drale and Teer 
Voted Delegates 
To Union Confab

Councilman Nick Drale was 
elected by the members of 
ITnlted, Steel Workers of Amer 
ica, Local No. 1414, CIO, to 
represent them at the 88th 
District Steelworkers Field 
Conference to be, held In Se 
attle on September 14, IK 
and IB.

The conference will be for 
the purpose of discussing ne 
gotiations for a new ataeJ- 
workenn labor contract.

Delegates will attend from 
all states we*t of Colorado.

Also elected on the. commit 
tee with Drale was Vie Teer, 
president of the local. Drale 
Is vice-president of the group.

New V-Principal 
Salary Schedule 
Adopted by Board

A new salary schedule for 
elementary vice-principals of the 
Torrance Unified School District 
was adopted by the Board of 
Education on August 21.

The new schedule, which be 
comes effective September 1, 
1951, includes 14 wage steps. 
Minimum wage for vice-princi 
pals with their regular creden 
tial and Bachelor of Arts de 
gree is $3800 per year; with 
regular credential and Master of 
Arts degree or 36 units, $4050 
a year; and with regular creden 
tial, Master of Arts degree plus 
48 units of Bachelor of Arts 
plus 78 units including Masters 
degree, $4300. Maximum salary 
rates for the three classifica 
tions, respectively are as fol- 
lowa: $5450, $5700, and $5950.

New High School 
Pupils Urged to 
Register Early

Registration for all entering 
Torranoe High School students 
will be. held from Tuesday, 
September 4 to Friday, Sep- < 
timber 14 at the counseling 
office In the high school, an 
nounced John Stelnhaugh, 
principal. Office hours will be 
from 9 a.m. to 4:80 p.m., 
Monday through Friday.

New students are urged to 
register as soon as possible. 
Counseling service Is offered at 
the, time of registration.

Principal Stelnhaugh empha 
sized that transfer students 
from other high schools can 
save time by requesting their 
former school to send a trans 
cript of credits to the follow 
ing address: Counseling office, 
Torrance High School, Carson 
and-Watsons streetsf Torrance, 

  California.

Could Have 
Sold Twenty

Would you like to have a 
smart looking 1941 Mercury con 
vertible in good condition, at a 
reasonable prifle? The one we're 
thinking of has a radio, heater 
and a new top.

Well, if you wanted it. it's too 
late now! Tony Schnell, 2518 
Carson St., was the owner un 
til he advertised it for sale in 
the Press Classifieds. Schnell 
said that there are certainly a 
lot of people looking for a smart 
looking little transportation, car 
these days. "I had people *ome 
from all over to buy it. If I'd 
had twenty cars. I could have 
sold them all.

Here Is the small classified 
that cost Schnell only 60 cents 
and brought so many prospects 
to his door:

1941 MERCURY convertible 
in good c6ndition. Radio, 
heater, new top. Reasonable. 
2513 W. Carson Rt.

IGNORE
1200 Voters Sign 
Protest Petitions

While the namen of nearly 1200 citizens of Torrance protesting 
the Installation of parking meters on the rity street* were being 
checked in the City Clerk's office Tuesday, the City Council threw 
the ordinance for purchase of the meters "out the window."

The. ordinance adopted August 14 would have become effec 
tive on September 13, «nd pro-*                 -   

visions already were being made 
to purchase some 750 meters for 
the "central traffic district" set 
up in the ordinance.

However, a committee headed 
by Albert' Isen, lawyer and busi 
ness man, and assisted by Coun- 
cilmen Nick Drale, Vie Benstead, 
and others, started circulating 
petitions calling for repeal of the 
ordinance or a vote by the people 
on the issue.

The Torrance Press was the 
only newspaper to report that the 
petitions were in circulation.

The City Council did not wait 
for the petitions to be filed, but 
on its own volition, repealed the 
parking meter law. 
AUTHORITY REMAINS

The parking authority resolu 
tion wa,s not repealed, however, 
and the city is reported to be 
planning to buy land for off- 
street parking with revenue 
bonds.

Citizens throughout the City of 
Torrance were congratulating At 
torney Isen, Councilman Drale 
and the committee for their quick 
work in getting signatures to kill 
the parking meter law.

"We're through t>ein£ pushed 
around," one of them said.

Two Buses 
Bought for 
City Lines *

Two 45 - passenger G. M. C. 
transit busses were purchased 
by the City'Council Tuesday 
night, on the recommendation 
of City Manager George Stev- 
ens at a cost of $17,000 each.

The Council also rejected, bids 
for a smaller type. bus. Paul 
Loranger, of Paul's Chevrolet, In 
a letter to the City Council, 
stated that he was unable to bid 
on the smaller type bus as the 
City had advertised for a transit 
bus, but was ready to accept a 
bid on a. school type bus for 
adults. Loranger added that this 
was discriminatory as he "would 
be able to bid on a school type

would accept bids on same.
After much debate on the part 

of the Council, it was decided 
that all bids on the smaller type 
bus be rejected and new bids 
called for. specifying either 
transit or school type bus as 
acceptable for bidding.

AT TORRANCE PORT

Home-Made Airplane 
Crash Kills Inventor

The Torranr* Municipal Airport Sunday, August 26 was the 
scene of a tragic accident whe,n James P. Martin, S4. Garden*, 
crashed to hi* death yesterday In an attempt to fly an experi 
mental "square" airplane he had Invented and built. The crash was 
witnessed at the airport by Martin's wife Nioolrs 25, his two chil
dren, Eddie, 4'a. and Jean Pierre,< 
3V4. his parents and a sister.

Martin's curiously shaped craft 
made several attempts at take- 
offs, finally became airborne, 
reached a height of 250 feet, 
made a 180-degree right turn and 
then went into a spin and came 
to earth in an open field 300 
yards from the flying strip. 
BTTILT IN SPARE TIME

Martin, an airplane mechanic, 
had worked on the plane for 
several years, friends said. He 
built it in his spare time «t a 
cost of about $500. It was made 
of sheet aluminum and powered 
by a 40 h.p. Continental engine. 
The mechanic, added 6 feet of 
conventional-type wing to either 
side on the leading edge of the 
square shape for needed extra 
lift.

Neither the Gardena Airport 
nor the Torrance Airport would 
give him permission to take off, 
however, it was learned from 
authorities at both fields.

The Civil Aeronautics Author- 
i> 11)

'TILT-UP' 

SCHOOL 
BIDS LET

With bids on the two planned 
"tilt up" schools awarded by 
the Torrance Vnlfled School 
District last Friday, August 24, 
the district expects to have two 
additional elementary schools 
for its use by February, 1952, 
according to Dr. «I. H. Hull, 
school superintendent.
Bids for the Madrona and 

Riviera schools were let to 
George Carter Construction, low 
bidder, for $407,350. The Madrona 
school, which will include ten 
classrooms and an administrative 
unit was awarded for $179,672. 
The Riviera school, which will 
have 14 classrooms and an ad- 
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HI HO Tapley. of "W49
W. 280th st., Torrance, *howti demonstrating the parade salute 
of her horse. Smoky, appeared last Sunday, August '26 with her 
horse, in the tfrand Entry Parade of the Annual Sheriff's Rodeo 
at Ix»s Angeles Coliseum. "Babe", who has appeared in local 
parades, for the last one, and one-half years,- rwch rd an invita 
tion to appear In the Sheriff's Rotleo Parade. She is winner of 
more than 80 horse show awards. The young rider is the daugh 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. R. C. Tapley. Photo by Al Frederic.


