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Stevens Admits Promise To Close City Dump Surprise Motion
RECREATION 
AREA PLAN 
SUPPORTED

City Manager <»e*>rge Stev- 
en* admitted to the City Coun 
cil Tuesday night that he had 
sent a letter to .lohn Kettler, 
developer of Kettler Knolls, 
promising that the city dump 

tt| would he cloned and made Into 
» recreation area, but declared 
that there wtut no rime stlpu- 
Isvfatd in the letter.  
Stevens' statement came upon 

* request of Councilman Nick 
  Drale who again made his motion 

'to close the city dump, condemn 
snd close the private dump ad 
joining, and acquire property suf 
ficiently distant from habitation 
so as to not be a health menace. 

Ajfain, the motion was lost for 
want of a second.

This is the third time Drale 
had made the motion, and the 
third time the other four council- 
men had chosen to ignore the 
wishes of the hundreds of fami 
lies living in new homes in near 
by areas.

They charge that the dump 
Is infested with rats, mice, flies 
and other filth.

Archie Watson, 2427 Border 
Avenue, backed Drale's plea, and 
told the councilmen that "the 
Council should take a little in 
terest In the people they are 
supposed to represent." He con 
tinued, "let's get down to busi-
 MIS and do something about this
 wmp. Please, it is a terrible sit 
uation."

Mrs. Inez Brady, 1880 Plaza 
del A mo, declared the files from 
the dump are terrible and the 
odors are "terrific," and again 
plea/led for closing down the 
dump now.

City Manager Stevens has said 
that they will close down the 
dump "within a year," but Dralr 
snd the residents nearby wsnt it 
closed at once.
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578th Leaves Camp Cooke Tomorrow
TORRANCE 
MEN HEAD 
FOR JAPAN

The 578th Enjrlneer Combat 
Battalion, of the 40th Division, 
IN moving out of ('amp Cook*, 
lock, stock and barrel after a 
training period which ha* extend 
ed since September when the Di 
vision was called Into federal 
service.

Destination: Japan.
It wan reported this week that 

Home 165 Torrance area men 
would be amonfsr the 40th Divi 
sion personnel to depart by rail 
late Thursday and early Friday, 
from Camp Cooke for an em 
barkation station, enroute to the 

! Orient.

Helicopter 
lail Saved 

For District
The latent threat to continued 

use of helicopter* for air mail 
pick-up »nd delivery In the. Tor 
rance and Los Angeles area, as 
well a<t in other metropolitan dis 
tricts of the nation, ha* been de 
feated, according to word to the 
Torrance Press from Washington.

Us« of helicopters has greatly 
speeded delivery of mail to the 
Torrance area, it was said.

By a vote of 147 to 56 the 
House removed a provision in 
the Pont Office Department ap 
propriation bill which would have 
given the Postmaster General 
authority to use 'any means of 
transportation he found less cost 
ly and equally satisfactory.

The bill later was passed and 
sent to the Senate.

Th« provision eliminated did 
not mention helicopters specifi- 
r>lly, but a mlnorityreport iiaid 
it' was directed   particularly 

helicopter mail service.

Heart Attack 
Suffered By 
Charles Rippy

Charley T. Rippy, 1611 El Prs- 
do, prominent Torrance lawyer 
and property owner, for yeara lo- 
eal representative on the Metro 
politan Water District, suffered 
a heart attack last Sunday morn 
ing* at hla home.

He has been under treatment In 
Torranc* Memorial Hospital, 
where, Mrs. Rippy reported/ he 

"doing a* well aa cap be

WRITK TO THE BOYS
If you want to write to the 

ho,v* of the «78th Engineer 
Combat Battalion. 40th Divi 
sion, here Is how to address 
your letter:

Holdler's name.
Serial number, if you have 

 H. '  ; '' -*
Company designation.
578th Engineer Combat Bat 

talion.
40th Division.
Care APO No. fl.
Kan Francisco, California.

The boyg enjoyed their last 
freedom on pass on state-side 
last weekend, when many of the 
soldiers'were norm.

The 578th, formerly head 
quartered at Torrance Municipal 
Airport, was called into active 
duty with the 40th Division of 
the National Guard.

Many of the men, soon to be 
gent to Japan, are 18-year-old 
lads just graduated from high 
school and others are World War 
II veterans, leaving families 
behind. • '

Water Supply 
Lags Behind 
Growth Here

Torrance Is growing and many 
of her growing pains are locat 
ed In the water arteries of the 
spreading municipality.

According to William Stan^er, 
superintendent of the Torrance 
Municipal water districts. Tor 
rance now has facilities for de 
livering 6,500,000 gallons of wa 
ter per day for all Its three dis 
tricts, hut If growth continue* at, 
the same rate ax it has been 
here, Torrance, in less than five 
year*, may need 10,000,000 gal 
lons of water a day to supply Its 
fastly growing populace.

The daily consumption, at the 
present, per day for Torrance is 
5,000,000 gallons of water. ,

Included In the $2,000,000 wa- 
*,!,*.,,,.,! on pave ThrnrJ
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'.SHOW, (extreme 
perlor Court 'fudge 

f iintrlct 4D-1 of Lion* 
;»(< » A. Robinson, local 

' ur/s Jewiera who wa« Initiated

Into the club Tuesday, March 20. Other new 
members Initiated Into the 'club are, left to 
right, Alvin Peter-son, of the Munxa House, and 
Charles Huber, Insurance broker.

 Torrance Press Photo.

MEMBERS OF THE A78TH . . . receive Instruction. Tin- unit Is instructor u In. points out various parts of the tank to TVI/Hgt, 
to leave tomorrow for Japan from Camp Cooke where they have Vernon Crawforci, M/Sgt. Axael Garcla, 8gt. H. Woodrow Dyar,
been stationed. Pictured above Is M/Hgt. Clyde (Jarver", local and Sgt. 1st Clans Aaron Vaughan (In the tank).
_. _. .,.. ....     Q

Thomas Keeps 
Torrance In 
His District

With the State Assembly bat 
tling over change* In the AH- 
setnbly Districts of California 
completed, It appeared that As 
semblyman Vincent Thomas 
had been able to keep Torrance 
in his 68th district. The As 
sembly voted 54 to 20 on Tues 
day In favor of Its Election* 
Committee plans for redlstrlcl- 
Ing the state. 
Redistricting of areas served

by Congressmen was to be voted
on yesterday, but it appeared the
17th Congressional district would
remain intact.

As of last week, Thomas ex
pressed the fear that by lopping
off 25,000 population from his
district, he might have to give up
Torrance.

However, now Thomas expects
to lose Balos Verdes, Miraleste
a,nd Catalina Island, but likely
will be given the Domlnguez area
north to the Compton boundary. 

San Pedro, Wilmington, Har 
bor City, Lomita and Torrance
remain in the '68th, he said. 

Thomas said the areas to be
taken from his district will be
added to the 48th assembly dis 
trict, which fronts along Santa
Monica bay.

Vista Highland 
Streets Soon 
To Be Finished

Streets in the Vista Highlands 
district, getting curbs, gutter, 
and street pavement will be com 
pleted in a few weeks, according 
to City Manager George Stevens.

The property owners in the 
district have assessed themselves 
to pay for the curbs and gut 
ters. The City is paving the 
streets. The area being improved 
includes portions of streets of 
Sonoma, Greenwood. El Dorado, 
Fern, Elm, and Date, all north 
of Carson St., and west of Cren- 
shaw.

EVEN TANKS Are among the many items «f 
equipment used by the 578th Kngineer Combat 
Battalion In accomplishing Its mission. Tanks 
used by combat engineers are normally equipped 
with 'dozer blades no that men may work on 
combat, construction projects nnd have adequate 
protection right along with them. <let ting a 
taftson In operation of the big fighting machines 
while at Camp Cooke are (left to right) eland- 
Ing, Sgt. Norman Raker, of 1518 Amapola St., 
Torrance; and Sgt. Jennie J. Tuckett, of 2H300

Governor Ave., Harbor City; in tank, Pvt. Flton 
RusNcll, of 1785 Date Ave., Torrance, Sgt. Neal 
Silence, of 2S72 Marlcopa St.. Torrance, and 
Cpl. Budy Flores. of 20 U) 20Srd St. Torrance. 
The men are members of Headquarters and Ser 
vice Company, which was stationed at the. Tor 
rance. Municipal Airport before being ordered 1o 
active duty with the 40th Infantry Division
Sept. 1. They are to leave for Japan tomorrow
from (-amp Cooke, it Is reported.

KEEP 'EM KOM,IN4j Drivers and mechanic** 
of the 578th Engineer Combat Battalion are 
flhown getting thorough Instruction In how to 
operate their vehicles and how to repair them 
when something goes wrong. Master .Sergeant 
Don Townscnd (left), of 2220 <iramercy St., 
Torrance, briefs two men on what make* their

"jeep" tick. Untruing carefully are Pit . ohva 
Hanson of 8186 West 188rd St., Haul home, and 
Pvt. Sunao Omatsu, of 8501 Torrance Blvd., 
Torrance. The Battalion has been training with 
the 40th Infantry Division at Camp Cooke. and 
ulll leave tomorrow for Japan, It I* reported.

Postal Notes To- 
Be Discontinued

The sale* of postal notes will 
be discontinued with the close 
of business on Murch At, Iftftl. 
nnnoitnced Clara Conner. nosi- 
mttNtcr. The ponitil notes will 
be replaced by a new money 
order form to be placed on sale 
July I, 1951.

During the Interim, the pres 
ent money order will be used. 
Money order applications will 
have to ho filled out both for 
the pre-Menty money order and 
Hie new on>*. The new money 
order ulll have the advantage 
of being cashable anywhere in 
the, I'nit/cd States.

At the main Torranoe Po»t 
Office on Marcellna Ave., 
money orders will be on sale 
until A:80 p.m. At the Carsono! 
station, 21782 80. Avalon. they 
will he on futle until (I p.m.

OFFICERS OF THE 57Pth ... am shown after being promoted 
while still stationed In Torrance. They are, left to right, Lt. Col. 
Dallas I. Downs, commanding officer of the unit which is moving 
out of Camp Cooke tomorrow for Japan; Major William L. 
GeisAftrt, and Major l/e*» W. Gibbon*. Major G*|**ert Is battalion 
executive officer, snd Major Gibbon* Is division engineer.
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Cancels Service
In a surprise move which obviously will inconvenience many of 

his own neighbors in the Seaside Banchos-Hollywood Riviera area. 
Councilman H. Spelman Tuesday night succeeded in {retting the 
Hollywood Riviera bus line discontinued.

His motion was seconded by Councilman W. Blount, and car
ried with Councilman Nick Drale $  
casting the only opposing vote.

Spelman, who for months had 
tried to get the line discontinued 
because it i« a financial failure, 
included in his motion that the 
line should run only to Walteria.

Patrons of the bus line and 
potential patrons had fought the 
abandonment of the line, con 
tending that convenience of the 
people comes before financial 
gain. They urged ths* the losses 
suffered on the line be made up 
by the surplus created on the 
profitable lines.

Whether or not Spelman has 
any additional ideas on ' aban 
donment of bus lines remains to 
be seen, but citizens in the audi 
ence could sense the start of an 
other campaign to sabotage the 
bus lines and perhaps turn them 
over to private operators.

Such a move was defeated 
about a year ago through ef 
forts of the Press in support of 
patrons of the bus lines.

Move Toward 
City Parking 
Meters Seen

"Parking meters" became a 
public topic again Tuesday 
night as the City Council or 
dered City Attorney James 
Hall to prepare proceedings 
to acquire full title to all streets 
in the original (central) Tor- 
ranee tract.
The land involved was dedi 

cated to the City of Torrance for 
exclusive use as streets and side 
walks.

Before the vote on the mo 
tion made h,v Mayor Bob Hag 
gard. Councilman Nick Drale 

(Continued OH Page Three)

Thomas Bill Asks 
For Torrance Court

Early action on bill* Introduced by Assemblyman Vlncenl 
Thomas to provide Torrance with a Municipal court, under 
provision* of the recently enacted Inferior Courts program, is 
anticipated, it was said thin week.

Assemblyman Thomas, not Mttinfied with the way the

Drale Plea 
For Alondra 

Lost
A request by Councilman 

Nick Drale that public hear- 
IngN IM» held on the proposed 
annexation of Alondra Park to 
Torrance was lost Tuejida.v 
night when Drale's motion was 
lost for want of a second.

Drale told the Council that 
people In the areas involved 
and in Torrance want to have 
something to say about the 
annexation.

Mayor Bob Haggard told 
Drale, after hi* motion went 
iinseconded, thai "when It 
comes along, something will be 
done about It."

City Orders 
Reconditioning 
Of Streets

Twenty blocks of five local 
streets are slated for improve 
ment under a bid call announced 
this week by City Manager 
George Stevens.

Proposals for the projects, to 
be completed by summer, are to 
be received by the city council 
at 8 p.m. on April 10.

Slated for reconditioning are 
Cravens avenue between Marcel- 
ina and Post avenues, Arlington 
avenue between Carson street 
and Torrance boulevard, Post 
avenue between Sartori and Ar 
lington avenues. Sepulveda boule- 

on Pttye

Forger-Car 
Thief Nabbed 
In Nevada

An alleged forger and his col 
league who decided to take a 
194P Ford Coupe from the Shultf 
and Peckham car lot last Satur 
day night for a little jaunt to 
Las Vegas was apprehended at 
Boulder City Sunday, according 
to Capt. Ernest Ashton of the 
Torrance Police Department.

The car is back on the ShultE 
and Peckhsm lot.

At a Las Vegas jail awaiting 
arrest by F.B.I, officers Is Ver 
non James Bruee, charged with

program is being set up 
in the area, introduced a bill 
providing for the constitution of 
the municipal court in a district 
embracing the City of Torrance, 
and prescribing the number and 
compensation of the judges, of 
ficers and attaches thereof 
was referred to the comml 
on judiciary. A similar bill 
introduced embracing the 
of Palos Verdes Estates anc 
joining areas.

In another .art, introduc* 
Thomas, provision Is" made 
"notwithstanding any other pro 
vision of law, the Legislate* 
shall prescribe the numbedIK|jif 
judges in each judicial dis||f$t 
in which Municipal courts "act 
established."

Thomas was told by C' 
man Nick Drale that hi* ..... 
Assembly district had been de 
prived of a Municipal court under 
the program of the Board of 
Supervisors which establishes th« 
court to serve the Torrance area 
in Redondo Beach. Also he was 
told that 25 percent of all cases 
handled by all the courts of the 
South Bay area communities 
originate in Torrance.

355 Defects 
Found In 106 
Oil Derricks

As inspection continues, Wil 
liam J. Hobba, safety engineer of 
the State Division of Industrial 
Safety, reports that he has found 
355 instances in which oil der 
ricks in the Torrance field n««d 
repair to meet state require 
ments. To date he has inspected 
106 derricks.

The corrections Involved in 
clude additional guy wires, tight 
ening of guy wires, replacement 
of timbers and other faults. Some 
pf the wooden derricks need 
much work due to dry rot in the 
timbers, Hobba said.

Hobba started checklrig up on 
the oil derricks of the area after 
11 old derricks were felled In a 
wind and rain storm earlier this 
year.

In his Inspection to date Hob 
ba reports that 15 of the 106 
wells he has inspected are not 
only idle, but ha.ve not been in 
operation tor some time. The de 
partment for which he works haa 
no jurisdiction over these der 
ricks. Most of the derricks on the 
abandoned wells are still stand 
ing.

Hobba, also pointed out that he 
has no authority over derricks 
operated only by the owner or 
not in operation. He can only rec 
ommend improvements in such 

Three)

Local Realtors Plan 
Educational Confab

Final details of the 1951 Edu 
cational and Sales Conference 
scheduled for local Realtors on 
Tuesday, April 3, were approved 
at a meeting recently held in 
Torrance.

Members of Realty Boards 
from Torrance, Lomita, Injle- 
vvood. Hawthorn*, San Pedro, and 
Redondo Beach, were in attend

ance for the s«#slon wlt« Jac. 
Pontius, educational director of 
the California Real Estate Ano- 
ciatlon, and Bob Clayton, who is 
a member of the Association Ed 
ucational Committee.

C. J. Ryan, president of the 
Torrance-Lomita Board, attend 
ed the joint- meeting with W. E.

(Continued on Page
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