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Junking of Bus 
Lines Rumored

While retail merchants joined hands with residents 
of Harbor Hills, Lomita, Hollywood Riviera and other 

. outlying sections Jn an effort to keep their bus service, 
rumors came out of the. Municipal Bus Department that 
on effort is being made to make the lines so unpopular 
that they will have to be junked.

This 8ho<^king revelation h 
 o stirred those who benefit, most 
directly by the bu.s lines that a 
new demand for a change of 
management probably will be 
made upon the City Council.

The, people, at the last elec 
tion voted to keep the lines, by 
a majority of almost 10 to one. 
That ultimatum was to keep th 
lines as they are at present and 
to improve service, not curtail 
it," patrons of the buses declare. 
The, vote was a further ultima 
tum to finance the deficit out 
Of the general fund, if necessary

With good management and 
good service, backed by a cam 
paign to popularize the bus lines, 
they can be made to pay within 
a few months time, and the mer 
chants of Torrance also will 
benefit.

Curtailment of the Hollywood 
Riviera line, which taps a grow- 

(Continued on Page Two)

Early Freeway 
Start Favored 
By Military

Top military officers here fa 
vor an early start of construc 
tion at the Torranre-flan Pedro 
end of the Harbor Freeway.

The State highway commission 
Already has started clearing 
right-of-way at the northerly 
terminus In Los Angeles.

Ed Socolofsky told flan Pedro 
Chamber of Commerce directors 
that Army, Navy, and Coast 
Guard officers will back the 
Chamber's proposal that work 
be started soon on the southerly 
terminus of the freeway.

IJocolofsky, chairman of the 
Chamber's military affairs com 
mittee, said he "had assurances 
of support from Capt. John Dan- 
n e n b e r g, commander of the 
Navy's Terminal Island station; 
Lt. Col. Louis Springer of Fort 
MacArthur, and Capt. John 
Trebee of the Coast Guard.

Registration, 
Counseling 
Started at THS

Registration and counseling 
for n*w students entering Tor 
ranre High Hchool was started 
last Monday, announced Prin 
cipal John K. Rteinhaugh.

The coiincHIng will end Sep 
tember 1. Registration will 
continue until September 8 In 
the councellng office on the 
first floor of the main building.

The office Is open Monday 
through Friday, from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. All new students are 
urged to come early.

Students coming tip from 
Hty elementary school* are not 
required to participate In the 
preliminary eoiinoellng, said 
flteinhaugh.
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Water Rate 
Slashed

A reduction of almost 10'; 
in the tax rate of the Metropoli- i 
tan Water District, on which 
City Manager George Stevens 
represents Torrance, was voted 
upon by the district board of 
directors for the year 1950-51.

The 1940-50 tax rate of 34 
cents per $100 of assessed valua 
tion to 31 cents was approved 
by the board of directors, acting 
on a recommendation of its fin 
ance committee, headed by Her 
man Nelson of Glendale and A. 
W. McKlnlay.

According to McKinlay, the 
controller, 26 cents of the 31 
rents will be used to meet in 
terest and principal payments on 
outstanding Colorado River 
Aqueduct bonds sold to finance 
the construction of the giant 
water supply system. The re 
maining 5 cents will be used to 
hHp pay operation and main 
tenance expenses and meet out 
standing obligations with th« 
Federal government. 
CITY PAYMENT

Joseph .Jensen, board chairman, 
pointed out that cities and areas 
In the Metropolitan Water Dis 
trict are not required to meet 
assessments made against them 
from taxes but may pay these 
charges from municipal water 
revenues.

Jensen cited Glendale, Pasa 
dena, San Diego, and Chula Vis 
ta as district cities who levy no 
taxes to met their Metropolitan 
Water District obligations but 
pay all these charges from their 
water and other revenues.

Ordered by the board was a 
3 cents tax reduction, according 
to Jensen, although the district's 
payments to amortize outstand 
ing Colorado River Aqueduct 
bonds will be. considerably In 
creased during the next year as 
compared to the current year. 
ADDITIONAL WORK

Additional office and field en 
gineering work expenses will be 
Incurred on a program of ex 
pending the aqueduct distribu 
tion lines to member areas and 
to permit annexing of other sec 
tions.

CITY LIMITS? . . . Kdlth Pavin, Press reporter and club editor, 
stands beside the "Torrance City Limit" sign at 190th street and 
Western avenue, recently inwtnlled. The Hlgn should he a mile, 
north, at 171th street, a> survey shows. (Press -photo).

,,,-

That City Limits 
Sign's the Limit

By WANDA ROUND
Who's kidding who?
There has been a lot of It going on around Torrance during 

the past few weeks since an Automobile. Club of Southern 
California sign was Installed at 190th street and Western ave 
nue stating that that point Is the "city limits" of Torrance. -__.——————-———- ————————<t The. Prestj was not satisfied

Drale Asks 
Western Ave. 
Advertising

Councilman Nick Drale be 
lieves that the city should take 
advantage of the heavy traffic 
on Western avenue, and Its 
popularity as a "mountain* to 
the sea" highway by advertis 
ing the Hssel* of the commu 
nity on the thoroughfare.

Drale told the City Council 
Tuesday night ihat signs wWch 
advertise the city are In poor 
reipftlr and do not do I he com 
munity justice.

He Kiigge*t«>d that directions 
to the hiiMmws district be 
posted, and that the advan 
tages .of induwtrlttl payroll, 
home 1raH«, good schools and 
other benefits be advertise*! to 
the motorists.

City Disaster Council 
Awaits Federal Advice

Civilian Defense preparations await instructions from Sac 
ramento.

City Manager George Stevens announced that the Tor 
rance Disaster Council expects details for an atom bomb pro 
cedure from the federal government via Sacramento in Sep
tember.

Division chiefs thus far named 
to the Disaster Council are:
 eorge Rtevens, Commander; 

Mayor Bob L. Haggard, chair 
man; Chief of Police John Stroh,

aw and Order; Chief Jake Ban 
ner, Fire; Assistant City Engi 
neer John Patrick, and Street 
Supt. Ralph Perkins, Public 
Works; Water Supt. William 
Stanger, Utilities; Bus Supt. 
Marshall Chamberlain, Transpor 
tation; and A. B. Smith, Com 
munication. Personnel and Re 
cruitment, and Medical Division

have not as yet been 
named.

Division Chief for the Red 
(Continued on Pag* Two)

Out-of-State 
Unemployment 
At Wilmington

Fred Boren of the California 
Unemployment Office at Tor 
rance announced that an of 
fice was opened August 21 In 
Wilmington to hand In the har 
bor arem's out-of-state unem 
ployment.

However, Borfn said, those 
living In the harbor are»i and 
seeking employment u*lll con 
tinue coming to the Torrance 
office.

when it saw the sign, and con 
sulted a map of the famed road- 
marking organization which is 
the friend of every motorist. The 
Automobile Club map »aid that 
the city limits of Torrnnoe is 
at 1.74th street, on Western ave 
nue, Just about a mile north of 
JPOth street.

We asked Chief of Police John 
Stroh about it, and he said that 
his jurisdiction over Western 
avenue starts at IPOth street 
"by mutual agreement with the 
Los Angeles Police Department." 
(We presume he meant "traf 
fic Jurisdiction.")

But, City Manager <«eorge 
Stovens agrees that the city 
limits of Tor ran <w on Western 
avenue, Is 1741 |t street.

We. wont out to see mome of 
the. business people on Wes 
tern avenue, HIM! the Press 
finds that city license* from 
Torrance are |»o*ted on the 
walls of those on the. west 
side of Western avenue from 
174th street, south.

Wo saw a fire plug or two 
and found that they are main 
tained by Torrance Fire De 
partment. They call Torrance 
police to preserve life, law and 
order.

We. were convinced before, 
on Page Two)

INDUSTRY 
LOSES TO 
MILITARY

Torrance industry has suffered 
the loss of more than 26 men to 
the military service thus far.

Those from Columbia Steel Co. 
who have been called from Tor 
rance, Lximita, and Harbor City 
are Albert L,. Bergin, Navy; 
Charles C. Touvell, Marine 
Corps; Glen E. Vandall, Army 
Air Corps; William McGhee, 
Army Air Corps; Eddie G. Cole, 
Army Air Corps; Robert Thorn, 
National Guard; Leffel Poindex- 
ter, Navy; Charles I* Alberg, 
Navy; Virgil R. Cosgro, Navy; 
Kenneth D. ('amp, National 
Guard; Bob Phlppen, Army Air 
Corps; a,nd Theodere Duncan, 
National Guard.

National Supply has lost to 
the armed forces Harry R. Burk- 
holder, Stanley Van Orden, and 
Milton Younken; all Torrance 
men.

Also called to active duty is 
the 443rd Engineer Petroleum 
Distribution Company, sponsored 
by the General Petroleum Corp. 
This unit, under the affiliated 
Unit, plan of the Organised Re 
serve corps, ha» been called in 
by the U. S. Sixth army reserve 
group.

Capt. John Burnett, command 
er of the unit and a member of 
the General Petroleum refining 
department, said the group will 
probably leave for service during 
September for training at an un 
disclosed location.

General Petroleum men In the 
unit besides Capt. Burnett in 
clude H. W. Barha.ni, M. .T. Bour 
don ,C. H. Fannin, B. G. Kintner. 
S. S. Larson, P. L.. Miller, Rich 
ard Rothschild, R. I>. Schaeffer, 
C. E. White and P. N. White.

Local Dairy 
Held Up, 
S5000 Taken

The headquarters of a local 
dairy was held up Monday night 
by ft lone bandit, who escaped 
with .about $4000 in cash and 
$1000* in checks.

Ralph C. Voges, 34, manager 
of the dairy, said a young, nat 
tily dressed man tame to the 
building, which serves as an of 
fice and living quarters, at 3400 
Del Amo Street, about 8 p. m. 
After making an inquiry he 
pulled an automatic pistol and 
forced his way inside.

Threatening Voges, he forced 
the victim to turn over several 
cloth bags containing dairy re 
ceipts. After warning Voges not 
to call the police, the bandit 
made his escape in a waiting 
car.

Latent estimation* say that 
the total loot was around $5000.

$1.12 TAX 
RATE SET

Council Adopts 
Ordinance 4-1

After dilly-dollying with the ordinance for more them a 
month, the city law to ban marble games was finally adopted 
by the City Council Tuesday night.

Thus Torrance joins nearly every ether California city In 
outlawing the games because of their use for gambling pur- 
poses and because children are*>—————————————————————— 
allowed to play them.

AH city employee* were giv 
en a blanket $10 a month raise 
In salary Tuesday night by the 
City Council as it adopted the 
budget for the finoal year.

The raise preroded adoption 
of the budget when It was ex 
plained that funds had been 
provided for the ln<-nw*e.
The tax rate was set. at $1.12 

per $100 assessed valuation.
The $14,500 contemplated 

shortage in the budget due to 
the loss of some $1,600,000 as 
sessed valuation under early es 
timates Vvas ordered spread into 
all departments.

The $20.000 bus deficit fund 
remained in the budget.

Revenues are. estimated at 
$762,895, plus a carry-over fund 
of $105,000 which will be. used 
for the public improvement pro 
gram. This makes the total ex 
penditures including the public 
works program amount to 
$867,895.

The tax rate of $1.12 will be 
made up as follows: General 
fund, 95 cents, up two cents; em 
ployers retirement, 13 cents, 
down two cents; library, 4 cents, 
the same as last year.

Estimate d revenues for the 
year are: 
Taxes:

Current ..........................$470,.%20
Delinquent .................... 5,000
Interest and penalties.. 2,000 

Business Licenses ............ 57,000
Bicycle Licenses .............. 250
Liquor License* ................ 7,000
Permits:

Building ........................ 21,000
Plumbing ..........j........... 8.500
Electric .......................... 5,500
Sjpwer ............................ 2,500
Moving .......................... 125
Variances, etc, ..........._. 1,000

Court Fines:
General .......................... 16,000
Vehicle Act .................. 24,000

Motor Vehicle Ucense » 
Fees ................................ 54,000

Miscellaneous Refunds .. 4,500 
Auditorium ........................ 300

(Continued on Pa09 Two)

Councilman Willys B1 o u n t 
brought up the ordinance as a 
delegation of ministers and par- 
entjteacher representatives sat 
n the audience of the Council 
meeting prepared to press for 
passage of the ordinance.

Councilman Harvey Spelman 
then seconded the motion and it 
was adopted by a four to one 
vote, Councilman Nick Drale dis 
senting.

Drale explained later that he 
is against all forms of gambling, 
but that he did not believe the 
marble games were the evil they 
were declared to be by propon 
ents of the ordinance.

However, operators are pre 
paring to remove the machines 
from their places of business, be 
cause their continued uae after 
the ordinance becomes effective 
will be a violation of the law.

Torrance is one of the last 
cities to ban the games.

Long Beach was one of the 
first, followed closely by Los An 
geles.

Los Angeles County allowed 
the games to run for years after 
they were banned by Los Angeles 
city, but they were the source 
of such open gambling that they 
were banned from County areas.

Madrid And 
Sartori To 
Be One-Way

The City Attorney was author 
ized at last night's Torranre 
Olty Council meeting to prepare 
the necessary ordinances to es 
tablish the following regulatory 
signs, in accordance with the 
recommendation of the Traffic 
Commission: That one-way 
streets be established on Madrid 
Avenue from Torranre Boulevard 
to Carson Street and on Sartori 
Avenue from Torrance Boulevard 
to Portola Avenue.

Appropriations 
Approved by 
City Council

Approved at last night's meet 
ing of the Torrance City Council 
were appropriations for the pur 
chases of a sound system for the 
Council Chamber for the sum of 
$1,571.70. (From Unappropriated 
Reserve Funds), a re-conditioned 
bus motor (White), for the sum 
of $1,800, and $3,018.54 for tire 
supplies for the fiscal year, 
(Budget Items).

Payment to Barclay Engineers 
$250 for engineering services,
Was also approved.

FIRE 
STATION 
BUDGETED

Construction of a new fire 
station and conversion at the 
present main station into a po 
lice department building are 
provided for in the public Im 
provement program included in 
the budget adopted by the City 
Council Tuesday night.

The budget submitted to City 
Manager Stevens provided $50,- 
000 for the new fire station 
and $2A,000 for converting the 
old station to police use.

Other Items are:
Complete buildings under 

construction at El Retiro, 
North Torrance. the storage 
room and recreation office, 
$6AOO.

Install new street signs and 
automatic signals at five 
points. $9ftOO.

Recreation projects, $14,000.

Gardena Postal Raid 
Ignored by Agencies

Two local agencies which are more Inconvenienced than 
all others by the mixed up postal service of Torrance (as bad 
as the telephone service) are doing nothing to straighten it 
out.

As Gardena post office slyly attempts to "raid" the
Northeast Torrance areas nowd^                   
served by Torrance post office, 
nothing ha* been done to prevent 
the steal by either the City of 
Torrance or Torrance Unified 
School District, it was revealed 
by questioning of officials of 
both the municipality and the 
schoolf by the Press.

Thus, if it is necessary to 
change the addresses of hundreds 
of Torrance residents in the area 
from "Torrance, Calif.," to "Gar 
dena, Calif." It will be because 
patrons of the areas involved 
have not been properly informed 
by the city and the schools as 
to the inconvenience of the ad 
dress.

Particularly at election time is
noticeable, 
and other

and 
mail

never reaches the addresses in 
time because those sending the

post office the mail should be 
sent.

Parts of Torrance are served 
by Lomita, Gardena and Redon- 
do Beach post offices, and it 
takes an expert to figure it out, 
postoffice officials say.

The Chamber of Commerce has 
asked Congressman King to stop 
the transfer of Torrance terri 
tory to Gardena. while Postmas 
ter Clara Conner is carrying on 
her late husband's campaign to 
get all Torrance territory into 
Torrance postal service.

So. Torrance 
Roadwork 
Hears Finish

The narrow, dusty "country 
roads" of South Torrance are 
slowly becoming "city streets", 
or at least surfaced country 
roads.

City crews are busy winding 
up grading and surfacing of 
235th, 237th and 23Sth street*, 
east of Narbonne avenue, s.nd 
Walnut avenue has been paved 
to the city line.

Cabrillo (or Kshelman avenue) 
 !£ain has been surfaced to the 
southern line.

In another part of the area, 
ixis Angeles street department 
hns opened up a number of sts, 
entering Western avenue from 
the shoestring strip, Just north 
«>f Sepulveda boulevard. A few 
yrars apo, this shoestring strip 
;»rra, wh4ch has been enhanced 
in value by the opening of West 
ern avenue, was a "shack town."

Sf'lfOOL DAYS ARK HERR AGAIN . . . First
to register of the new students for the coming 
semester at Torranee High School »r«» Thomas 
Uebb (left), of 1008 Cota avenue and Charles

Babbitt (center) of 141A Crenstiaw. Boys Ad 
viser Ivan Malm takes down registration data..

—Photo by Photo Arts Studio

IMAI. PHONRS FOR 
TORRANCR IN *52

Official* of the Pwiflr Tele 
phone Co. announced today that 
Dial Phones will be available 
In 1M2 for Torrano* barring 
unforiMWMi effect of the mili 
tary situation on aval lability 
of material* and imtnufacttrr- 
ing fnrHltie*. Ground broking 
ceremonies for a nerr building 
on the corner of Cravens and 
FngrsHa will be Announced 
later.

School Jobs 
Classification 
Plan Revealed

All appointments to positions 
in Torrance in Torrance Unified 
School District have been classi 
fied in the personnel policy 
adopted by the board of educa 
tion and include the following:

"a. Regular appointments: Ap 
pointments made from an eligible 
list to a position expected to be 
established for more than six 
months, on a full time basis.

"b. Intermittent appointments: 
Appointments made from an 
eligible list to a position expected

months or which, if for a longer 
period, will be established on a 
variable time basis.

"o. Temporary appointments* 
Appointment to a position eata.b-

time basis for which no eligible 
list exists. Temporary Appoint 
ments shall not have a duration

temporary appointment* may be 
made in any one calendar yeer. 
An examination shall be sched 
uled for such a position immedi 
ately following a temporary ej>- 
pointment. It i* the poMey etf the 

f 0o*f feM«*4 O

Active Brokers 
Feature Best 
Real Estate Buys

Eac« week the Press will fea 
ture an outstanding real estate 
value in this front page box.

Further listings of active 
firms are in the classified pages.

NO 
NEED 
for 
SHOUTING
From the bouse 
lops to sell or 
mjy Torrance or 
Harbor area 
Re«J Estate.

PRE8S WANT ADS
bridge the spa<M» between 
seller and buyer.

ALTER REALTY 
cmd INSURANCE
Present* This Week's 

SPECIAL VALVE BUY

HOMU ON A lOtoUOO-ft. let,
only 1 block from Fern St. 
School in Trtrrance. for 
$37!W full price! $1400 down 
and $27.50 per month will 
handle.

Turn to the Clarified Pmgee 
Today for this and other fVood 
Luring* nf Outstanding ReeJ 
Estate Firms.


