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Presidential Election

And Electors Explained

By CHARLES E. CHAPEL |come effective and the State|

Assemblyman; 46th District

The Electoral College con-|

sists of presidential electors.
The word *“College” meant
originally the presidential
electors gathered together at
one place and at one time to
cast their votes for the elec-
tion of the President of the
United States, just as the Col-
lege of Cardinals means the
assemblage of Cardinals meet-
ing in Rome to elect a new
Pope. However, today the
word “College” is misleading
to most people.

I know because I was a
presidential elector for Presi-
dent Eisenhower when Good-
win Knight was Governor of
California. Theoretically and
legally, 1 was a member of
the Electoral College, but the
presidential electors for Pres-
ident Eisenhower met togeth-
er in Sacramento, signed nu-
merous documents under
oath and sent them to Wash-
ington, D. C. All of us voted
for Eisenhower as presiden-
tial electors. In theory, it
may have been possible for
any one of the California
presidential electors to have
cast his vote for some person
other than Eisenhower, but
no one even considered do-
ing so because this would be
a breach of ethics at least,
and possibly a violation of
law.

.

THE PRESENT method of|
electing a President of the
United States after the Gen-
eral Election in November of
a presidential year is de-
scribed and explained in
Amendment XII of the Con-
stitution of the United States.
This amendment was pro-
posed on Dec. 12, 1803 and
declared ratified Sept. 25,

Printer has time and money
to produce a revised edition.

Prior to the adoption of
Amendment XIX to the (®a-
stitution of the United States,
titled “Equal Suffrage,” all
presidential electors (Mem-
bers of the Electoral College)
were men because only men
were allowed to vote and be
presidential electors. The
19th Amendment reads as
follows:

“(Section 1) The right of

least three Electoral votes be-
cause each State has two U.S.
Senators and at least one
Member of the U. S. House of
Representatives, regardless ol
the population of the State. In
order to calculate the number
of electoral votes possessed
by any State, add the number
of Members of the U.S. House
of Representatives to two (2)
and the sum equals the num-
ber of electoral votes a State
has,

Pressure for Annual State Sessions Grows

By VINCENT THOMAS
Assemblyman, 68th District
The steadily increasing
pressure on the Legislature
nas strengthened the demand
for general, annual legislative
sessions both among our
membership in the two
houses and in outside circles.
The 1964 record of a futile
budget session, a special ses-
sion to finish the job of ham-
mering out a spending pro-
gram for 1964-65, and another
special, the longest in his-
tory, is remarkable for neith-
er eificiency nor economy.

achieved in major legislation
have been widely praised

1 have written earlier in|
this column about the prob
lems created by the constitu-
tional 30-day limit on the
length of the even-year bud-
get sessions, Even though the
Senate Finance and Assembly
Ways and Means Committees
are permitted to work on the
budget bill during a 30-day
sheer volume

of work

. »

this year, it becomes actually required
impossible to pass the budget sessions, There has also been|action has been taken on
by the deadline, as has now considerable
been twice demonstrated

ever increasing|sion for some years but no
criticism over|/them, This year, the pro-
the fact that the Governor|/longed sessions, and the
has absolute control over the 'heavy burden of major legis-

THE ACT THAT, ever since Matters we may act upon. It|jative proposals brought

the Constitution was amended  has been pointed out that this
to provide for even-year ses- power in effect gives him|
sions the Governor has al- two-fold control, because he|
ways called a special scssion.a]“‘“d." has authority to sign|
to run concurrently with it,|or veto statutes which pass| -
is strong evidence that Cali-|both houses,
recess in such sessions, theffornia is growing too rapidly\

in-/for biennial general sessions Constitution to enable hold-
volved makes it very difficult to keep up with its legisla-|ing general annual sessions,
to reach decisions within the |tive needs. The number of in which the Legislature can!

strongly renewed demands
for an amendment to permit
|general annual sessions
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Proposals to change

time limit. When major con-|topics put on the agenda has initiate action on any meas-| |
Nevertheless, the results weitroversies arise, as they did!steadily increased, which has/ure, have been underydiscus.' SUBSCR'BE TODAY >

citizens of the United States
to vote shall not be denied or|
abridged by the United States|
or by any State on account of
sex.

“(Section 2.) Congress shall
have the power to enforce
this article by appropriate
legislation.”

The 19th Amendment was
proposed June 4, 1919; rati-
fied Aug. 18, 1920; and certi-
fied Aug. 26, 1920, hence, to
the best of my knowledge
and Dbelief all presidential
electors prior to Aug. 26,
1920, were men. When I was
a presidential elector 1 met
about as many women as men
who were California presi-
dential electors that year.

IN THIS RELEASE, 1 do
not quote Amendment XII to
the U.S. Constitution in full
for two reasons: (1) It is com-
paratively long: and (2) In
order to understand this
Amendment it is necessary to
refer back to Article II of the
original U.S. Constitution,
titled “Executive Depart-
ment,” and read at least the
sub-sections titled “ Appoint-
ment and Number of Presi-
dential Electors;” “Mode of

|Electing President and Vice

President;” and “Time_of
Choosing Electors and Casting
Electoral Vote.” Also, there
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You can read the U.S. Con- inal version of the U.S. Con-
stitution im any public library stitution which should be
or any high ‘school library. studied in order to under-
In order to obtain your own stand the 12th Amendment
copy at a low cost, write to pertaining to presidential
the State Printer, Printing|electors. l
Division, State of C:«m‘ornia.l Incidentally, the presiden-|
North Seventh Street and|tial electors not only vote for |
Richards Boulevard, Sacra-/the President but also the|
mento, Calif., and ask the Vice President of the United|
price of a paper-bound book States,
titled: Constitution of the ”
State of California and of the] ONE OF THE provisions in|
United States and Related|the original version of the
Documents, latest edition.|U.S. Constitution states:
The reason I do not state the| *“Each State shall appoint,
price is because the cost var-|in such manner as the Legis-|
ies with the increase in the‘lature thereof may direct, a|
cost of labor, ink, paper, bind- number of electors, equal to|
ing, etc. The only copy I have the whole number of Senators |
is dated 1963, which is the and Representatives to which
latest edition and the one you |the State may be entitled in
probably will obtain if you the Congress; but no Senator |
buy it during 1964, |or Representative, or person |
N8 holding an office of trust or|
ANY AMENDMENTS to the |profit under the United|
Constitution of the State of States, shall be appointed an |
California are incorporated in |elector.” I
the above-mentioned book as| Among other things, this"
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