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American Consumer Takes Swing Down ^Luxury Lane'
By REYNOLDS KNIGHT

Now that the economic up­ 
turn is running at full throttle, 
the American consumer is 
changing trails leaving the 
budget or economy route for a 
«pin down "Luxury Lane."

His tendency to pay more
 Mention to luxury features is 
being immodestly reflected in
 uch consumer purchases as
 utos. appliances, furniture, 
clothing and the like. No long­ 
er is the stripped-down or 
economy model garnering the 
lion's share of sales. Instead, it 
is the more expensive, quality 
numbers that are getting to go 
home with the majority of 
purchasers. 

Economic experts agree that

the rise in spendable income 
due to higher wages and re­ 
cent tax savings is not the only 
factor behind this marked 
change in consumer taste. It 
is felt that the consumer has 
become generally "fed up" 
with cheap or austere mer­ 
chandise and is willing to 
spend more to get quality fea­ 
tures.

A few of these authorities 
are viewing the upgrading of 
consumer tastes with some 
alarm as they feel it could lead 
to a wave of mass indiscretion 
in purchases. But most econo­ 
mists feel that this demand for 
quality features is a boon to 
the burgeoning boom. 

, A NUMBERS GAME is really

paying off big to industry'  
these days. It is the technique 
of numerical control.

This guiding of machines by 
numbers is one of the most 
powerful forces in current 
American technology. Many ob­ 
servers feel that it promises to 
become the greatest change in 
manufacturing since the Indus­ 
trial Revolution.

Manufacturing of numerical 
control (N/C) systems is now a 
multi-million-dollar business. 
At the recent Tool Exposition 
in Detroit. N C was hailed as 
the glamour section of its in­ 
dustry.

The Bendix Corp., which re­ 
cently unveiled a new system 
(DynaPoint 40), points out that

numerical control systems op- otherwise? 
erate much like player pianos.

and competitive, wo may have

equally valid today." Further,   ates is flowing exclusively Into 
"the potential benefit to the the gilt-edged saucers of bis 
U.S. economy, both generally business. A recent survey
and in agriculture, is as great 
today as nine months ago."

THINGS TO COME Shades 
of sound. latest innovation in

graduating seniors, however, 
shows that this is not so. At 
least many of those interviewed 
indicated that they would con­
sider a position with 
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