STRATFORD, ENGLAND —
This piece should be titled
(with apologies to Dr. Strange.
love): “Dr. Baxter, or How I
learned to Stop Yawning and
Love the Bard.”

I've been traveling with
Frank Baxter, the New World's
biggest Bard buff for more
than a week and I bave been
afraid to admit that I don't en-

% joy watching Shakespeare in
& performance as much as I do

d

reading his plays,
I'm constantly ‘distracted by

| meaningless ranting and baggy

tights. Also 1 have a terrible
time understanding what is go-
ing on. I try, God knows, but
unless 1 do my homework I
am drifting and yawning and
my stomach is rumbling as if
1 were in church, The one ex-
ception was a performance of
“King Lear” several years ago
at the Ashland, Ore., Shake.
spearean Festival.

TO ADMIT THIS shortcom-

"ing in Stratford would be like

saying you're a Republican at
a Democratic convention, So I
tried to keep my eyes open
and my big meuth t.

Last night Baxter and I, plus
several London imports, at-
tended a dress rehearsa) of
“Henry IV, Part II" by the
Royal Shakespeare Company
in what is ‘unquestionably the
most hideous building in all
of Britain—the Memorial The-
ater here in Stratford, an enor-
mous pile of red brick with a
sfainless-steel box office and
an. artificial fountain in the
foyer.

It looked as if it belonged
of the UCLA campus. The fact
that it was built by U.S. funds
is'not a happy thought.

- . . .

“DUE TO AN enormous ig.

nerance of the way Shakes

speare is best played, the arch-
itect separated the audience
from the actors by a prosceni-
um arch in a manner that the
Elizabethans would never have
tolerated.

“Ever since it opened, the
Stratford theater has been
trying to cover up the error
by 'the construction of ramps

and f over the or.
chestra pit. And although they
are. guarded in their state-

ments, 1 am sure everything
is blamed on too much Amer-
ican money,

‘The orchestra seats have
nameplates of famous Shake-
speéarean ' performers. 1 sat
upon the plush lap of ‘‘Sara
Siddons” and thoughts of‘ the
dear lady, long since gone, en-
abled me to face the problems
of Henry 1V with considerabl
more assurance than Hhad
been sitting elsewhere,

MHenry 1V, Part II" is not
the most interesting of Shake-
speare’s plays, but it does
vide the actor who plays Fal-
staff with a fine opportunity
tq’ prance. In this case it was
Hugh Griffith, whose role of
the father-inlaw in the movie,
“Iom Jones,” won him an Os;
ca¥ nomination.

The acting and the direc
tion might have been accept-
able, if not exceptional, were
it mot for the dreary stagecraft
which cast a pall on every-
thing., The ction was de-
signed by John Bury, whose
Dame carries a subtle sugges-
tion for the future di; tion
of-the utun'n..

AT THE intermission, Bax-
ter broke the ice with-the
flkgt.ement: “O‘!m course, I don't
ike to see Shakespeare
formed. Long ago l-l-nor:'o
stay away from productions of
his plays.”” . )

It seemed incredible that
America’s number ane Shake.
speare salesman ‘didn’t like
his product,

“Oh no,” sald Baxter, “I
think that he is meant to be
read and savored. 1 can pro-
duce a better version of ‘Ham-
let! in my own mind than I
can ever see played on the
stage. I know all the charac.
lers. I know the stage direc-
tians. 1 can use my ima
tion to build the castle at E)-

re that is far more realistic
than any on the stage.

“Shakespeare wrote ‘Ham-

Santa Fe Street
Work Authorized

dmprovement of parts of
Santa Fe Avenue north of Del
Amo Boulevard in the Domin.
guez area has been authorized
by-the Board of Supervisors,

An aporopriation. of $5,200 was |'

voted Tuesday.

"he project includes widen-
inz of the street to join re-
cently installed curbs and gut-
tevs, A 2000t section of ex-
isting street will be repaved,

ssignment T
By TERRENCE O’FLAHERTY

let’ from his giblets. You can
just feel it as you read the
play. Richard Burton may be
a fine Hamlet but I'll never
find out. And take Cleopatra,
I know her from Shakespeare
and history. I don't went to
see Elizabeth Taylor . playing

her with all bosom and no au-
thority.”

California’s 9,343 school
buses operated an estimated

1963,
transporting nearly one million

118,000,000 miles in

hind-the-wheel

pupils every day—without a!cants.”

single student death, Highway
Patrol Commissioner Bradford

M. Crittenden said.

fornia,” the
pointed out,

“The patrol inspects every

iy, o

involved in

DURING 1963 there were
{1016 school bus accidents re-

“This record once again|sulting in 400 injuries—166 of
meant ' that school buses pro-|them pupils—and two deaths,| If,
vide the safest ride in Cali- |both persons in other vehicles
commissioner collisions
buses. The fatality rate for  climate,
school bus accidents thug was | chance to adjust before you
Californig schebl bus at least 1.69 per 100 million vehicle | start

with

t'|School Bus Accident Rate Termed Good

ards,” he said. “Patrol officers
also conduct written and be-

examinations
for school bus driver appli-

A total of 1763 motorists
were cited for passing a stop-
ped school bus displaying dual
flashing red lights, Eight acci-
dents were attributed to this
violation,
said,

yourself at a high altitude or in
an excessively hot and humid
give your body a

your sight-seeing or

once a year to assure mainten- 'miles, far below the 5.2 rate for | other exertions, your Los An-
ance of proper safety stand-|all vehicles.

| geles County Heart Assn, says.

the commissioner

on vacation, you find|

Two men robbed a south
Torrance liquor store of about
$50 Tuesday night,

Harry Campisi, 50, owner of
| the Campisi Liquor store at
| 3614 Pacific Coast Hwy., told
police he was coming from a
back room of the store when
the two entered the store.

One of the robbers stopped
at the counter and laid a 32.
cabiber automatic revolver on
the counter.

“This is it” the holdup man

MAY 17, 1964

said as his partner walked be-
hind the counter, The second
man was carrying a shotgun,
the victim said.

“Open it up. Open it up” the
shotgun-toting gunman said,
refering to the cash register.
Campisi took money from the
cash register and handed it to
one of the robbers who or-
dered him to go to a rear
room of the store and lay
down., Campisi said he com-
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Holdup Men Escape W]th $50‘in Loot:

plied until after the robbers.
left the store. -

Both men were described as-
being in their late twenty's.
One wore olive drab pants and;
the other a Navy top coat,

Getting away from it allf
You'll come back in better,
shape if you don't take on exs
cessively strenuous vacatioft’
sports or excessive sight-seeing,
your Los Angeles County Heart
Assn. says.
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