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Tidelands Oil,

Lottery

Now On Agenda

By VINCENT THOMAS

Assemblyman, 68th District

While we mark time on our
two major problems, next
year's budget bill and state
support of the public schools,
other measures or considerable
importance to the state as a
whole are making progress
through both houses. Some
measures have already passed
both the Assembly and Senate,
and have been acted upon by
the Governor. Signed and now
law is the one to provide lo-
cal property tax relief to those
who suffered property dam-
age because of the tidal wave
which swept Cresceat City
after the Alaska earthquake.
Income tax relief for those in
the lower brackets has passed
both houses, but in differing
versions.

Probably of the greatest
statewide significance is the
group of bills which would re-
vise in various ways the for-
mula under which the state
and the City of Long Beach
share oil royalties derived
from operations in the sub-
merged tidelands long since
deeded to that city.

At present, the state and
the city share on a 50-50 basis,
but it has generally been con-
ceded that this division favors
the city greatly at the expense
of all other taxpayers in the
state.
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NEW DISCOVERIES in the
drilling area indicate a huge
potential in total revenues to
the state and the city—some
$2 billion over the first 10
years or so of production. The
Senate Natural Resources
Committee held a number of
hearings on various aspects of
the problem. As the result of
these deliberations, two . dif-
ferent bills were introduced,
both of which would transfer
all balances of oil revenues to
the state after specified pay-
ments to the city, but which
differ as to the formula for
such payments, and in the pro-
visions governing the sizes of
leases permitted with private
operators.

A far.different approach to
the problem is contained in a
bill which grew out of a series
of conferences between state
fiscal authorities and officials
of the City of Long Beach.
This measure, heard by the
Senate Committee on Govern-
mental Efficiency, would re-
duce the net share of the city
on a schedule basis, until it
reaches a minimum of $1 mil-
lion per year after 1988.

This bill would also provide
for “‘unitized” operation of the
new field by a single contrac-
tor, who would be permitted
to retain 67% per cent of the
oil and gas production upon
payment of royalties, This pro-
vision was strongly criticized
by spokesmen for independent
oil refiners on the ground that
it would create a virtual mo-
nopoly,
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ANOTHER AREA of current
legislative activity relates to
proposed laws on state lotter-
ies, Beacuse the State Consti-
tution now prohibits the Legis-
lature to authorize lotteries,
and requires it to pass laws
outlawing the sale of lottery
tickets, constitutional amend-
ment is necessary to legalize
them, Earlier this session, a
proposed Assembly amend-
ment was introduced to au-
thorize a state-operated lottery,
the net proceeds of which
would be earmarked for educa-
tion,

About the same time, circu-
lation was begun of an initia-
tive petition to legalize a lot-
tery which would also provide
a 10-year monopoly for its op-
eration by a specific private
company, This petition quick-
ly rolled up over 300,000 valid
signatures, and has two weeks
more to go for sign-up.

The Governor promptly add-
ed the subject of lottery con-
trol to the agenda for the
special session. Two different
proposed amendments to elimi-
nate private operation were
introduced, both of which have
received favorable reports

Window Broken

A window at Anza Elemen-
tary School 21400 Ellinwood,
was broken'Friday night, The
window screen was found lying
on the grass below the window
and the window was open, A
hole was in the lower left
corner of the window, Appar-
ently nothing was taken, police
said
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Learn more about wates
safety from the Red Cross,

1-DAY FRESH
CALIFORNIA FRYERS

Naturally better because they're fresher . . . days frether
~ than chickens shipped in fram out-of-state pv«mm. plants,

The plump, juicy, Cornish Cross fryers you get at Von's &
Shopping Bag are especially raised for tenderness and taste,
delivered daily from Califernia’s sunny San Joaquin Valley.
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Fryer Thighs .::: 55+

Fryer Breasts . 59
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Serve this fomily favorite now at

big savings . . . the lowest price of
the year for top quality beef!
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A Carload From the Corn Country!
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