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State Alarmed at Growing Divorce
By VIXCEXT THOMAS 

Assemblyman. 68th District
The foundation of our social 

and economic fabric is the fam 
ily unit This Is true for all na 
tions of the world, not only our 
United States. But the pres 
sures of modern living are put 
ting a very heavy strain on the

family, as evidenced by rising 
divorce rates, and many other 
social and economic problems 
which originate in broken fam 
ilies. Further erosion of family 
solidarity could be a very seri 
ous threat to the well-being of 
California, and the world. 

So grave is (lie situation in

this State regarded that the As 
sembly Committee on Judici 
ary', within whose jurisdiction 
divorce laws fall, held • two- 
day hearing on the matter, it 
may be that as a result, the 
Governor may be asked to in 
clude the subject in his call for 
a Special Session which will

probably run simultaneously 
with our Budget Session.

THE PICTURE with respect 
to divorce here in California is 
anything but reassuring. The 
Committee was told that in this 
State there is one divorce for 
every two marriages. This com

pares with one for every four 
marriages in the United States 
Our nation has the highest di 
vorce rate in the world. It is 
six times that of our next-door 
neighbor, Canada ; five times 
that of Great Britain: and four 
times that of France. 

The impact of divorce does

not fall evenly over the State, 
either. In Ix>s Angeles and Sac 
ramento counties, there are 
more than six divorces for 
every ten marriages, despite 
the existence in both counties 
of effective Conciliation Courts 
and official marriage counsel 
ors. A few other large counties

also have set up Conciliation 
Courts, but the movement t 
establish others can only pi 
cecd slowly.

OXE MEMBER of the Com
mittee said, "Divorce erodt 
every foundation of our society 
It breeds loneliness, frustrt
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Rate
•on, and despair. Its tragic bv- 
roducts are crime, alcoholism.
•id dependency on the state." 
le indicated that he would 
:rge the Governor to include 
n the call for the Special Se~- 
ion. the creation of an advis- 
iry commission of clergymen, 
nidges, lawyers, psychologists, 
.ind sociologists to make an in 
tensive interim study of th<
•iivorce problem.

The Committee was informed 
that three-quarters of our juve 
nile delinquents, and more 
than 50 per cent of the inmates 
our our State penal institutions 
come from homes broken by di 
vorce. The costs of this situa 
tion to all California taxpayers 
i.s dramatically highlighted by 
the fact that a four year prison 
term calls for three times high 
er expenses than does a four- 
year high-school education for 
a youth in our public schools.

• • •
DESPITE THESE startling 

figures, there was general 
agreement that not enough is 
now known about the factors 
that cause divorce. The effects 
of the length of pre-marital 
acquaintanceship, of age of the 
parties at marriage, of their 
education, of income, still need 
detailed study and analysis, for 
example.

The Governor has publicly 
indicated his concern about the 
divorce problem, and has indi 
cated his sympathetic attitude 
toward an interim study. So 
our March sessions may have 
another big problem to deal 
with.

Wage Earners 
Entitled to 
State Refund

Wage earners who had mora 
than $46 withheld during 
1963 for disability insurance 
premiums are entitled to a re 
fund of the excess, according 
to Albert B. Tieburg, state em 
ployment director.

Refunds are not automatic. 
Persons entitled to them mint 
file the necessary application 
with the Department of Em 
ployment before June 30.

"Estimated refunds during 
19*4 will exceed $5 million." 
stated Tieburg. Approximately 
4.5 million California war* 
earners were covered by non- 
occupational disability insur 
ance In 1963, and paid one per 
cent of their first $-4.800 in 
wages for this special insur 
ance.

More than 245,000 Califor- 
nlans applied for such refunds 
last year and received checks 
averaging nearly $21.

Application forms are avail 
able at all Department of Em 
ployment offices.

New Housing 
Development 
Now Started

Pioneer Development Corp. 
has announced plans to con 
struct Villa De Los Palot 
Verdes, a 144-unit residential 
community in Palos Verde*, on 
a 10',-i arce site which over 
looks Los Angeles and Long 
Beach Harbors.

Current plans, as developed 
by tht architect's, Peter Mun- 
selle Associates and Tracy 
Price Associates, provide for 
36 4-unlt garden type town 
Douse structures, based on the 
condominium concept.

Grading work on the site 
west of Western Avenue be 
tween Caddington and Tosca- 
nini drives U currently under 
way and construction of the 
first model is planned immedi 
ately with completion sched 
uled for May 1. 1964.

Austria's medieval Tirol 
Province, site of the 1964 Win- 
tei Olympics, is so popular an 
Alpine playground that resi 
dents can usually be seen ski 
ing on their lunch hours.

•j leighbors

Trav« him be, future hl» 
turUiie will Ce wild decipher- 
iBf 'em—'


