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be considered the death knell for the big money quiz. |
1 doubt if it will be tried again for some time. |

The success of the “$64,000 Question™ and “The 1
$64,000 Challenge” was based on the size of the jack- |
pot and the personalities of the the contest, whether |
honest or dishonest—and I have never known of any '
of them being entirely cleared. Y

The money is now old-hat to viewers who know
that Elizabeth Taylor got $250,000 for her tour of Lon-
don. When the personalities — albeit honest — were 1
dull “100 Grand” folded at the starting date.

The replacement is “Laughs for Sale,” with Hal |
March, whose biggest success was on “The $64,000
Question.” He moderates a panel of four successful
comedians, each of whom does & skit using the material
of a new comedy writer. The winner is asked to write
a skit for the next week's show. The program was first
auditioned for sale to ABC last March.

I would guess the show's chances are slim. I was
under the impression that all the amateur comedy
writers in America were emoloyed full time turning
out scrints for “Harry's Girls,” “The Joey Bishop
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The Richard Boone series is a major effort to
bring adult drama to the TV audience and there has
been some fear that it may therefore suffer from small

audiences—particularly because it is up against a big, - y o ] SIMONIZ

splashy ABC series, “The Greatest Show on Earth.” I ; l ( P \ ( ) l 4 IC h *J ; RUBBING A
When 1 spoke with Stanley Colbert, the lively g T | COMPOUND . .

producer of “Greatest Show on Earth,” he made this $i . — : ) 1

comment on the rivalry: ”"“ .n"'"" \ 4
“I wish Boone all the luck in the world. It's my l’l:::ll'l::::

kind of show and I would like to see it succeed .But \ With kick stand, Sandlabue

I wish it weren't up against me hecause I think my mm’,: | hond brokes.

show will win out. I don't mean that the Boone show | - “ Gives your car a

Will be bad, but I just don't think they can knock us 1 size 44 rich, foll lwsive,

off. My repertory is made up of chimps, tigers, ele-

phants, and lions. Unfortunately for Boone they have
more audience appeal than adult drama.

“Boone was undoubtedly wearying of playing
Paladin in ‘Have Gun Will Travel' and now he comes in
as an entrepreneur doing everything from starring to
producing. Very few actors can bridge the gap success-
fully. I suspect he will become disillusioned and the
network will complain that he's not in enough shows
and the series will collapse.”

Fortunately for Boone, this prophecy not only has
not come true, but I suspect that “The greatest Show
on Earth” may be the one to suffer. Animals may not
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