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NEARBY BANK HELD UP AGAIN
Your

Thoughts

The Penmen photographer 
asked several residents of the 
Hollywood Riviera section of 
the city: "What Is your atti 
tude toward the proposed high- 
rise development on the old 
Hollywood Riviera Club site?"

• # •

Mrs. Norman Kirk, 337 Calle 
Mayor:
"I am very def 
initely against 
it.If people are
paying 
view,

fora 
then

they should 
get their view. 
That is what 
tlie lots and 
homes are val- 

_ on. and 1 don't think the 
taxes would be lowered If they 
built a high-rise apartment in
the area."      

Mrs. Paul L. Baker, 144 Via 
La Soledad: 

|"I am against 
It A high-rise 
apartment 
would suggest 
ta big city sky 
line and atmos 
phere. Here in 
Torrance, this 
Isn't the type 
of community
we want to live In. I would 
rather have the natural scen 
ery than a lot of tall apart.
ments."      

Mrs. Frank C. O'Bannon. 137
Via La Sole- 

II dad:
"I believe 

that high-rise 
apartments 
would destroy 
our family 
type of 
neighborhood 
They would 
also ruin our 

lovely view of the coastline. 
Traffic would be congested and 
hazardous for the children who 
must walk to school. 1 am very 
much against it."

• * *

Tom Robertton, 525 Via Los
Illradores: 

"1 feel that it 
is spot zoning 
in one place. If 
high rise » 
what they 
want then 
they should 
go about It in
  logical ap- 
proach and re-
 one the whole area At pres
 nt. this is a residential urea
 nd it should stay that way It 
i« unfair also to take a view 

from the whole area and 
Ive' it to a few in the front."

Majority
Favors
Change

A compromise plan to open 
examinations for police and 
fire chiefs to officers from 
outside the city failed Tuesday 
evening despite a majority 
vote by city councilmen. The 
new plan was defeated on a 
4-3 vote. It required five votes 
to pass

The new proposal, submitted 
by the council's police and fire 
committee, would have per 
mitted local officers taking the 
examination extra points for 
each five-year period of ser 
vice, provided they passed the 
examinations with a score o! 
70 or better. No one scorinf 
less than 70 would be eligible 
for appointment.

Both examinations would 
have been opened to men in 

I the first three ranks in de 
partments of California cities 
of 80,000 or more population 
as well as to the men of the 
first three ranks In each of the 
local departments.     i

THE PROPOSAL met with 
the same objections voiced b 
rouncilmen when the earlie 
ordinance was defeated som 
four weeks ago. Both Nichola 
Drale and ROM Sciarrotta Sr 
objected to combining th 
police and fire departments 01 
the examination policy, an 
Sciarrotta again moved a sub 
stitute motion which woul 
have covered only the fir 
department.

Sciarrotta asked that th 
examinations for fire chie 
be opened to men in the loca

ranks below the chief. Th 
substitute motion was defcate 
by the same 4-3 vote.

Drale said he was satisfie 
with the present policy an 
asked. "What is the hurry? 
He drew a quick answer from 
Ken Miller. Miller told th 
council he was under "the im 
pression that council is a pol 
cy-making body. What diffe 
ence does it make if ther 
are one or two vacancies 
Personalities are not t h 
issue." be added.

Sciarrotta said he was n 
satisfied with the presen 
policy, but added that "the 

(Continued on Page 3)

COURT UNVEILED . . . Architect's rendering of the proposed Superior 
Court building on the Torrance Civic Center shows a flTe-ttory building 
which will ultimately house 16 courtrooms The design, by Adams, l-alham, 
Krlpp & W'rlght of Long Beach. U nearing final approval by county official*.

end should go to bid early In 1961. Supervisor Burton W. Chaee told The 
Herald yesterday. Opening of the court with nine Superior Court Judge* 
xitting here currently U projected for July. 1965. The city provided the land 
for the $3.75 million structure.

New Bridge 
Opens on 
Nov. 15th

The recently completed Vin 
cent Thomas suspension bridge 
connecting San Pedro and 
Terminal Island will be opened 
to traffic Nov. 15, Supervisor 
Burton W. Chacc announced to 
day.

Los Angeles County, the Su 
pervisor said, contributed $2 
million to the cost of the $21 
million project, named for a 
veteran State Assemblyman.

In addition to the bridge 
structure, the project included 
grading and paving and con 
struction of a toll plaza and an 
administration building.

Also included was construc 
tion of approach embankments 
between Pacific Avenue in San 
Pedro and east of Mormon 
Street on Terminal Island.

"The need of this crossing 
(Continued on Page 3)

YMCA Buying 
Building Site 
On Sepulveda

Torrance YMCA officials an 
nounced the purchase of nearly 
2.2 acres of land at 2800 Sepul 
veda Blvd. this week. The site 
will be used for a new building, 
according to Dr. Alien Pyeatt, 
chairman of the YMCA Board 
of Directors.

The purchase brought to an 
end a five-year search for a 
site which would serve all of 
Torrance. During that time, 
more than 50 locations have 
been investigated.

Pyeatt told The HERALD the 
search for less expensive or 
free land will continue, but 
he added the 'Y' could not af-
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ford to lose the present Sepul 
veda site.

     
ESCROW WILL close Nov. 

20 on the property. The YMCA 
board paid $55,000 per acre for 
the land, for a total purchase 
price of $120.000. The 2.1969 
acre site was purchased from 
Pacific Sierra Corp. The site, 
located cast of Maple Street, 
has a 200-foot frontage on the 
south side of Sepulveda Boule 
vard.

The YMCA will pay $60,791 
at the close of escrow. The bal 
ance will be financed through

loan from the Metropolitan 
Los Angeles YMCA unless gifts 
for the balance are received 
prior to the close of escrow 
The $60,000 down payment was 
donated by 44 Torrance fam- 
lies.

     
A BUILDING drive for $600. 

000 tu finance the first unit 
of the 'Y' facility will be con 
ducted throughout the city A 
15,000 square-foot building wil 
be forerunner of a complete 
YMCA program facility.

The first building will con 
tain a number of meetin 
rooms, a multi-purpose hall, ; 
game room, kitchen, an out 
door athletic area, and storage 
facilities.

The YMCA's present build 
ing near Arlington Avenue am 
I'laza Del A mo will be placed 
on the market in the near fu 
ture, Dr. I'ycatt said.

pear in Department 3 of Corop- 
.on Municipal Court Dec. 17 
or a jury trial on a misde 

meanor drunken dnving 
charge.

The mayor was booked on 
he charge and released on 

bail following an accident Oct. 
0 at Petroleum Avenue and 

228th Street. His vehicle hit a 
parked truck.

I.scn has pleaded not guilty 
to the charge and will appear 
n Judge Richard J. Tobey's 
court for the Jury trial.

Following the accident, Isen 
was treated at Harbor General 
Hospital for a lacerated upper

MAN \ Ml \ SIM. I \rculi\r Sni.i.m I    Uilrox .mil Dr. llollin Smith. H iiicmhn nl 
the Ih'ii Itipinnii Inline,I ul the \.\KA, arc shinni looking mrr a plot plan of the land 
which ihi> YM( \ purchased this week. The 2.2-acre site, located at 2KOU Sepulveda Blvd., 
Wit-, inn-chased from Pacific Sierra t'orp. fur $>5,UUO an acre. A payment of more than 
StilMMIO \\ill !><  iicidc at lhi> cliis-,- of escrow from donations made by 44 Tnrranre fam 
ilies. The balance Mill be frum a luau unless additional gifts arc received. (Herald I'hoto)
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Jury to Try Mayor 
Beginning Dec. 17

Mayor Albert Isen will ap- Up. California Highway Patrol
Officers administered a sobri 
ety test after the accident. He 
was booked at the Hall of Jus 
tice and released on $262 bail 

The mayor has said he was 
forced into the accident by 
someone "who is trying to kll 
me." His late model sports ca 
left between 30 and 40 feet o
skid marks at the scene of the 
crash.

The accident occurred abou 
8:45 p.m. in the Carson area 
east of the Torrance city tint 
its. Both the truck and l-.cn 1 
car sustained major damage i 
the crash.

Gun Duo 
Hold Up 
Tellers
Southland peace officers 

who arrested four men earlier 
this month as suspects in a 
$204.000 robbery of a Tor- 
ranee area bank have started 
the process over again after 
two gunmen robbed the same 
bank of $5,800 this week.

A bandit team described as 
a "Mutt and Jeff" duo, entered 
Pacific State Bank at 21600 S. 
\ormandie Ave. shortly after

15 pm. Tuesday and held 
>ank employes and about »5 
ustomers at gunpoint white 
ne of the pair scooped tflA 

money from two tellers' cages.

WITNESSES said the two 
men were wearing horn 
rimmed sunglasses when they 
ntered the bank. The tall 
wndit jumped over the couri 
er at a teller cage and began 
 mptying the cash drawer Into 
i brown leather satchel while 
h« short, stocky gunman held 

those in the bank at bay with
43-caliber automatic.
Manager Keith Pischel. who 

was cut slightly by a razor 
wielding bandit in the Oct. 4 
robbery, said he was sitting at 
lis desk when the bandits 
yelled "Don't move!" Tuesday 
afternoon.

"1 JUST SAT there quietly, 
never knowing when one of 
the nuts might start shooting." 
he told The HERALD after the 
robbery.

The bandits were In the 
bank about 90 seconds, and the 
taller of the two who stood 
guard in the center of the lob 
by twice called out 'Time!" as 
h:s partner looted the cash 
drawers.

They ran from the bank and
drove away In a car which was 
found about 10 minutes later 
in the parking lot at Harbor 
General Hospital It had been 
stolen in Gardena earlier this 
month.

Sheriff's deputies and agents 
of the FBI entered the case Im 
mediately.

\VKI.COMi: VISITOKS . . . Hat id Watson, .1. s<m nl Mr uml Mrv Julm Watson of 312ft W. 
187th Si., Torrance, welcomes his parents and two brother* at llar»<ir dcneral Hospital 
where he U rrcoteriiig niter undergoing open heart turner). The lad and his brothers 
Daniel and DeWavnc, were born March 21, l%0. in a Long Beach hospital. The triplets' 
father i* a mute driter In the harbor area lor a lutloiul parcel delivery firm.


